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ARTICLES 


Charge against Warren Hastings, Esq. 


IV. PRINCESSES OF OUDE. 


I. 

THAT the reigning Nabob of Oiide, commonly 
called Asoph ul Dowla (son and successor to Shuja 
ul Dowla), by taking in^) or continuing in his 
pay certain bodies of regular British troops, and 
by having afterwarcjs admitted the British Re- 
sident at his court intd^he manag-ement of all his 
affairs, foreign and donjestick, and particularly into 
the administration qf his finances, did gradually 
become in substance and effect, as well as in ge- 
neral repute and estimation, a dependent on, or 
vassal of, the East-India Company ; and was, and 
is, ^o much under the control of the Governour- 
Geueral and Council of B*eTi gal, that, in the opi- 
nion of all the Native Powers, the English name 
VOL. XII. and 
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^nd character is concerned in e^ery act of his 
Government. 

II. 

W Hastings Esquire, contrary to 

law, and to his duty, and in disobedience to the 
orders of the East- India' Company, /arrogating to 
himself the nomination of the Resident at the 
Court of Oude, as his particular agent and repre- 
sentative, and rejecting the Resident appointed by 
the Company, and obtruding upon them a person 
of his own choice, did froih that time render him- 
self in a particular manner responsible for the 
good government of the provinces composing the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude. 

111 . 

That the provinces aforesaid, having been, at 
the time of their first.,, connexion with the Com- 
pany, in an improved and flourishing condition, 
an,d yielding a revenue of more than three millions 
of pounds sterling, or thereabouts, did soon after 
that period begin sensibly to decline ; and the 
subsidy of the British troops stationed in that pro- 
vince, as well as other sums of money due to the 
Company by treaty, ran considerably in arrear ; 
although the prince of the country, during the time 
these arrears accrued, was otherwise in distress, 
and had been obliged to reduce all his establish- 
ments.* 

‘ IV. That 



AGAIli^ST WARREN HASTINGS. 3 


IV. 

That the prince aforesaid, or Nabob of Oude, 
did, in humble and submissive terms, supplicate 
the said Warren Hastings to be relieved from a 
body of troops, whose licentious behaviour he com- 
plained of,* and who were stationed in his country 
without any oUigation by treaty to maintain tliem : 
pleading the failure of harvest, and the prevalence 
of famine in his country; — a compliance with which 
request by the said Warren Hastings was refused 
in unbecoming, offensive, and insulting language. 

V. 

# 

That the said Nabob, labouring under the afeifre- 
said and other burthens, and being continually 
urged for payment, was advised to extort, and did 
extort, from his mother ajii^d grandmother, under 
the pretext of loans (and sometimes without that 
appearance), various gt'eat sums of money, amouijt- 
ing in the whole to £^30,000 sterling, or there- 
abouts ; alleging in excuse the Vigorous demands 
of the East-India Company, for whose use^ the 
said extorted money had been demanded, and to 
which a considerable part of it had been applied. 

VI. 

That the two female paTents of the Nabob 
aforesaid were among the women of the greatest 

n 2 rank, 
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^ank, family, and distinction in Asia ; and were 
left by the deceased Nabob the son of the one, 
and the husband of the other, in charge of a certain 
considerable part of his treasures in money, and 
other valuable moveables, as well as certain landed 
estates, called Jaghires, in order to the support of 
their own dignity, and the honourable'maintenancc 
of his women, and a numerous offspring, and their 
dependents ; the said family amounting in the 
whole to two thousand persons, who were by the 
said Nabob, at his death, recommended in a par- 
ticular manner to^ the care and protection of the 
said Warren Hastings. 


VII. 

That on the demand of the Nabob of Oude on 
his parents for the last of the sums, which com- 
pleted the six hundred and thirty thousand pounds 
aforesaid, they the said parents did positively refuse 
to pay any part of the samc/ito their son for the 
use of the Company, until he should agree to cer- 
tain terms to be ‘stipulated in a regular treaty ; 
and among other particulars, to secure them in 
the remainder of their possessions, and also on no 
account or pretence to make any further demands 
or claims on them ; and, well knowing from 
whence all his claims and exactions had;, arisen, 
they demanded, that. the said treaty, or family-com- 
pact, should be guarantied ‘ by the Governour- 

General 
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General and Council of Bengal ; and a treaty wasf 
accordingly agreed to, executed by the Nabob, 
and guarantied by John Bristow, Esquire, the Re- 
sident at Oude, under the authority, and with the 
express consent, of the said Warren Hastings and 
the Council-General, and, in consequence thereof, 
the sum 1&^ required was pi^iid, and discharges 
given to the Nabob for all the money, which he 
had borrowed’ from his own mother and the mother 
of his father. 

That the distresses and disorders in the Nabob’s 
Government, and his debt to the Company, con- 
tinuing to increase, notwithstanding the violent 
methods before mentioned taken to augment his 
resources, the said Warren Hastings, on the f^Lst 
of May, and on the 31st July 1781 (he and Mr. 
Wheler being the only remaining members of the 
Council-General, and heyliaving the conclusive 
and casting-voice, and thereby being in effect the 
whole Council) did, ^n the name and under the 
authority of the Boai^, resolve on a journey to 
the lT[)per Provinces, iq order to a personal inter- 
view wdth the Nabob of Oude, towards the settle- 
ment of Ids distressed affairs ; and did give to Iiim- 
self a delegation of the powers of the said Council 
in direct violation of the Company’s orders, forbid- 
ding suoh delegation. 

. Vill. 

That the said Warren Hastings, , having by Ibis 

B 3 appointmeift 
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Mippointmeiit met the Nabob of Oude near a place 
called Chunar, and possessing an entire and abso- 
lute command over the said prince, did, contrary 
to justice and equity, and the security of property 
as well as to publick faith, and the sanction of the 
Company’s guarantee, under the colour of a treaty, 
which treaty was conducted secretly" without a 
written document of any part of the proceeding 
(except the pretended treaty itself) authorize the 
said Nabob to seize upon, and confiscate to his 
own profit, the landed estates, called Jaghires, of 
his parents, kindred, and principal nobility ; only 
stipulating a pension to the net amount of the rent 
of the said lands as an equivalent, and that equi- 
valent to such only, whose lands had been gua- 
rantied to them by the Company : but provided, 
neither in the said pretended ti'eaty nor in any 
subsequent act, the least security for tlie payment 
of the said pension to those, for whom such pen- 
sion was ostensibly reserved; and, for the others, 
not so much as a show of indemnity ; — to the ex- 
treme scandal of tlie British Government, which, 
valuing itself upon a strict regard to property, did 
expressly authorize, if it did not command, an 
attack upon that right, unprecedented in the de- 
spotick Governments of India. 

IX. 

That the said Warren Hastings, in order to 
cover the violept and unjust proceedings aforesaid, 

did 
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did assert a claim of right in the same ^4abob to^ 
all the possessions of his said mother and grand- 
mother, as belonging to him by the Mahomedan 
law ; and this pretended claim was set up by thS 
said Warren Hastings, after the Nabob had, by a 
regular treaty ratified and guarantied by the said 
Hastings as* Governour-General, renounced and 
released all demands on them. And this false 
pretence of a legal demand was taken up and 
acted upon by the said Warren Hastings, without 
laying the said question on record before the 
Council-General, or giving notice to the persons to 
be afiected thereby, to support their rights before 
any of the principal magistrates and expounders 
of the Mahomedan law, or taking publickly /lie 
opinions of any person conversant therein. 

X. 

That, in order to give further colour to the acts 
of ill faith and violence aforesaid, the said Warren 
Hastings did cause to •he taken at Lucknow, and 
other places, before djvers persons, and parti- 
cularly before Sir Elijah Impey, knight, his ma- 
jesty’s Chief Justice, acting extra-judicially,* and 
not within the limits of his j^irisdiction, several 
passionate, careless, irrelevant, and irregular affi- 
davits, ^consisting of matter not fit to be deposed 
on oath ; of reports, conj^^ures, and hearsays ; 
some of the persons swearing \o the said hearsays 

B 4 having 
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^having declined to declare from whom they heard 
the accounts at second-hand sworn to ; the said 
affidavits in general tending to support the calum- 
hious charge of the said Warren Hastings, namely, 
that the aged women before mentioned had formed 
or engaged in, a^ plan for the deposition of tlieir 
son and sovereign, and the utter extirpation of the 
English nation : and neither the said, charge against 
persons, whose dependence was principally, if not 
wholly, on the good faith of this nation, and highly 
affecting the honour, property, and even lives, of 
women of the highest condition ; nor the affidavits 
intended to support the same, extra-judicially taken 
ex parte, and without notice, by the said Sir Elijah 
linpey, and others, were at any time communicated 
to the parties charged, or to any , agent for them ; 
nor were they called upon to answer, nor any ex- 
planation demanded of them. 

XI. 

That the article affecting private property se- 
cured by publick acts, in the said pretended treaty, 
contains nothing more than a general permission, 
given by the said Warren Hastings, confiscating 
such Jaghires, or landed estates, with the modifi- 
cations therein contained, “as ke [the Nabob] 
“ may find necessary but does not directly point 
at, or express by name j any of the landed posses- 
sions of the Nabob mother. • But soon after the 

signing 
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signing of tlie said pretended treaty (that is, on 
the 29th of November 1781) it did appear, that a 
principal object thereof was to enable the Nabob to 
seize upon the estates of his female parents afore- 
said^ which had been guarantied to them by the 
East-India Company. And although in the treaty 
or pretended • treaty , aforesaid, nothing more is 
purported than to give a simple permission to the 
Nabob to seize upon and confiscate the estates, 
leavinjoj^ the execution or non-execution of the same 
wholly to his discretion, yet it appears, by several 
letters from Nathaniel Middleton, Esquire, the 
Resident at the Court of Oude, of the Cth, 7t}j, 
and 9th of December 1781, that no such discre- 
tion, as expressed in the treaty, was left, or in-* 
tended to be left, vdth him the said Nabob ; but 
that the said article ought practically to have a 
construction of a directly contrary tendency ; tliat 
instead of considering the article as originating 
from the Nabob, and c<^ntaining a power provided 
in his favour, w'hich he possess before, the 

confiscation of the Jaghires aforesaid was to be 
considered as a measure from the English, and to 
be intended for their benefit, and as such, that ^he 
execution was to be forced upon him ; and the exe- 
cution thereof was accordingly forced upon him. 
And the Jlesident, Middleton, on the Nabob’s re- 
fusal to act in contradiction to*hi» sworn engagement 
guarantied by the East-India Company*, and in 
the undutiful and unnatural manner ^required, did 

totally* 
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totally supersede his authority in his own domi- 
nions, considering himself as empowered so to act 
by the instructions of the said Hastings, although 
* he had reason to apprehend a general insurrection 
in consequence thereof, and that he found it ne- 
cessary to remove his family, “ which he did not 
“ wish to retain there, in case of » rupture with 
“ the Nabob, or the necessity of employing the 
“ British forces in the reduction of his Aumils and 
“ troops and he did accordingly, as sovereign, 
issue bis own edicts and warrants, in defiance of 
the resistance of the Nabob, in the manner by him 
described in the letters aforesaid, in a letter of 6th 
December 1781, that is to say, “ Finding the 
^^‘^JVaboh wavering in his determination about tha 
'■^resumption of the Jagldres^ I, this day, in pre- 
sence of and with the minister’s concurrence, 
“ ordered the necessary Perwannahs to be written 
“ to the several Auinils for that purpose ; and it 
“ was my firm resolution t(^ have dispatched them 
“ this evening, with piqper people to see them 
punctually and implicitly carried into execution ; 
“ but before they were all transcribed I received 
“ ^ message from the Nabob, who had been in- 
“ formed by the minister of the resolution I had 
“ taken, entreating, that I would withhold the Per- 
wannahs until to-morrow morning, .when he 
“ would attend me* «md afford me satisfaction on 
“ thig point. As fhe loss of a few hours in the 

dispatch 
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“dispatch of the Perwannahs appeared. of little 
“ moment, and as it is possible the Nabob, seeing , 

“ that the business will at all events he done^ may 
“ make it an act of his own, I have consented to* 
‘ ‘ indulge him in his requests ; huty he the result 
“ of our interview whatever it may^ nothing shall 
prevent tht ^orders being issued to-morrow y either 
“ by him or myself with the concurrence of the 
“ ministers. Your pleasure respecting the Begums 
“ 1 have learnt from Sir Elijah ; and the measure 
“ heretofore proposed will soon Tollow the resump- 
“ tion of the Jaghires. From both, or indeed 
“ from tlie former alone, I have no doubt of the 
“ complete liquidation of the Company’s balance.” 

• — And also in another letter of the 7th December 
1781, — “ I had the honour to address you yester- 
“ day, informing you of the steps I had taken in 
“ regard to the resumption of the Jaghires. This 
<s qffiQpning the Vizier came to me according to his 
“ agreement y but seemingly without any intention 
“ or desire to yield me •satisfaction on the subject 
“ under discussion ; for after a great deal of con- 
“ rersationy consistmg on his ptarty of trifling eva- 
“ sioUy and puerile excuses for withholding his assent 
‘ ‘ to the measure y though at the same time professing 
“ the most implicit submission to your wishes, I 
found pnyself without any other resource than 
“ the one of employing thhi ^exclusive authority, 

‘ ‘ with whith I consider your * instructions to vest 

‘ ‘ The : 
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me: I. therefore declared to the Nabob, in pre- 
“ sence of the minister and Mr. Johnson, who 1 
‘‘ desired might bear wit7iess of the conversation, 
that I construed his rejection of the measure pro- 
“ posed as a breach of his solemn promise to you, 
and an unw^lhigncss to yield that assistance, 
“ which was evidently in his power, ^thwards liqui- 
‘‘ dating his heavy accumulating debt to the Com- 
“ party, and that I must in consequence deter- 
mine in my own justification, to issue imme- 
“ diately the Perwannahs, which had only been 
“ withheld in the sanguine hope, that he would 
be prevailed upon to make that his own act, 
“ which nothing hut the most urgent necessity 
“ could force me to make mine. — He left me with- 
“ out any reply ; but afterwards sent for his mi- 
“ nister, and authorized him to give me hopes, 
“ that my requisition would be complied with ; 
“ on which 1 expressed my satisfaction, but dc- 
“ dared, that 1 could admit of no further delays ; 
“ and unless I received Jkis Excellency’s formal 
“ acquiescence before the^ evening, I should then 
most assuredly issue my Perwannahs ; which I 
hhve accordingly done, not having had any assur- 
“ ances from his Excellency, that could justify a 
further suspension. I shall, as soon as possible, 
inform you of the effects of the Per^vannahs, 
“ which, in many parts, I am apprehensive it will 
“ be found* necessaVy to enforce with rhilitary aid. 

‘ ‘‘I am 
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“ I am not, however, entirely without liopes, that 
the Nabob, when he sees the inefficacy vf fur titer 
“ opposition, may alter his conduct, and prevent 
“ the confusion and disagreeable consequences, which ' 
“ would he too likely to result from the prosecution 
of a measure »of such importance 0 Athout his con- 
“ currence. ^lis Excellency talks of going to Fy- 
“ zabad, for the# purpose heretofore mentioned, in 
“ three or four ‘days ; I wish he may be serious in 
“ his intention, and you may rest assured, I shall 

“ spare no pains to keep him to it.^" And fur- 

tiier, in a letter of the 9th December 1781 — “ I 
“ had the honour to address you on the 7th in- 
slant, informing you of the conversation, w^hich 
had passed between the Nabob and me, on the* 
“ subject of resuiniug the Jaghires, and the step I 
“ had taken in consequence. His Hxcellcncy ap- 
“ pcared to be very much hurt and incensed at the 
“ measure; and loudly complains of the treachery 
‘ ‘ of his ministers ; frsiy in giving you any hopes, 

‘ ‘ that such a measure wquld be adopted ; and, sc- 
“ condly, in their promising me thdr whole support 
“ in carrying it through : but, as I apprehend, 
rather than suffer it to appear, that the point had 
“ been carried in opposition to his will, he at length 
“ yielded to a nominal acquiescence, and has this 
“ day issqed his own Perwannahs to that effect :* 

“ declaring, however, at the Smrac time, both to me 
^ ‘ and his riiinisters, that it is * an act* * of com- 

“ pulsioTi. 
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“ pulsion. 1 hope to be able in a few days, in con- 
sequence of this measure, to transmit you an 
“ account of the actual value and produce of the 
“ Jaghires, opposed to the nominal amount, at 
“ which they stand rated on the books of the 
“ Sircar.” 


XII. 

That the said Warren Hastings* instead of ex- 
pressing any disapprobation of the proceedings 
aforesaid in violation of the rights secured by 
treaty with the mother and grandmother of the 
reigning prince of Oude, and not less in violation 
of the sovereign rights of tlie Nabob himself, did 
by frequent messages stimulate the said Middletoi* 
to a perseverance in, and to a, rigorous execution 
of, the same ; and in his letter from Benares of the 
25th December 1781, did “ express doubts of his 
“ firmness and activity, and above all, of his re- 
“ collection of his instructions, and their import- 
“ ance ; and that, if he qould not rely on his own 
“ [power] and the means he possessed for per- 
“ forming those services, he would free him [the 

^aid Middleton] from the charges, and would 
“ proceed himself to Lucknow, and would himself 
“ undertake them.” 


.. XIII. 

That v^ry doubtful credit is to be given to any 

letters 
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letters written by the said Middleton to the said 
Warren Hastings, when they answer the purposes, 
which the said Warren Hastings had evidently in 
view, the said Middleton having written to him in 
the following manner from Lucknow, 30th De- 
cember 1761 : 


XIV. 


“ My dear* Sir, 

“ 1 have this day answered your puhlick letter 
“ in the form you seem to expect. I hope there is 
“ nothing in it, that may appear to you too 
“ pointed. If you wish the matter to be other- 
“ wise understood than I have taken up and stated 
it, I need not say 1 shall he ready to conform to ' 
“ whatever you may prescribe, and to take upon 
‘ ‘ myself any share of the blame of the ( hitherto ) 
“ non-performance of the stipulations made on he- 
“■ half of the Nabob. Though I do assure you, 1 
“ myself represented his Excellency and the 
ministers, conceiving ij; to be your desire, that 
‘ ‘ the apparent assumption of the rehis of his govern- 
“ ment (for in that light he undoubtedly considered 
“it at the first view) as specified in the agreement 
“ executed by him, was not meant to be fully and 
“ literally enforced, but that it was necessary you 
“ should J^pLve something to show on your side, as’ 
“ the Company were deprived^of a benefit without 
“ a requital'-, and upon the faith of this*hssurance 

“ aloTte 
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“ aXone^ I believe I may safely affirm his Excel- 
“ lency’s objections to signing the treaty were 
“ given up. If I have understood the matter 
“ wrong, or misconceived your design, I am truly 
“ sorry for it ; however, it is not too late to correct 
‘ ‘ the errour ; and I am ready to undertake, and, 
“ God willing, to carry through, whatever you 
‘ ‘ may, on receipt of my puhlick^ letter, tell me is 
your final resolve.'^ 


XV. 

That it appears, but on his the said Middleton’s 
sole authority, in a letter from the said Middleton, 
dated Lucknow, 2d December 1781, tliat the 
Nabob of Oude, wishing to evade the measure of 
resuming the Jaghires aforesaid, did send a mes- 
sage to him, purporting, “ that if the measure 
“ proposed was intended to procure the payment 
‘‘ of the balance due to the Company, he could 
“ better and more expedit^usly, effect that object 
“ by taking from his mother the treasures of his 
‘‘ father, which *he did j\ssert to be in her hands, 
‘‘ and to which he did claim a right ; and that it 
“ would be sufficient, that he the said Hastings 
would hint his opinion upon it, without giving a 
formal sanction to the measure proposed; and 
“ that w.hatever his resolution upon felie subject 
should be, it wdhld be expedient to keep it 
secret adding “ the resumption of the Jaghires 

‘‘ it 
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“ it is necessary to s^Lspend till I have your 
“ to this letter.'' 


I? 

answer 


XVI. 

That it does not appear, that the said Hastings 
did write any letter in answer to the proposal of 
the said Middleton, but he, the said Hastings, did 
communicate his pleasure thereon to Sir Elijah 
Impey, being ’then at Lucknow, for his the said 
Middleton’s information ; and it does appear, that 
the seizing of the treasures of the mother of the 
Nabob, said to have been proposed as an alterna- 
live by the said Nabob to prevent the resumption 
of the Jaghires, was determined upon and ordered 
Jby the said Hastings ; and that the resumption of 
the said Jaghires, .for the ransom of which the 
seizing of the treasures was proposed, was ^Iso 
directed ; not one only, but both sides of the alter- 
native, being enforced upon the female parents of 
the Nabob aforesaid, ^Ithough both the one and 
the other had been seeured to them by a treaty 
with the East India Company. 

*XVIIL -SeeOrig. 


That Sir Elijah Impey, knight, his Majesty’s 
Chief Justice at Fort- William, did undertake a 
journey o/ nine hundred miles, from Calcutta to 
Lucknow, on pretence of health and pleasure, but 
was in reality in the secret of these •dnd other 
VOL. XII. c irregufeir 
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irregular transactions, and enr^loyed as a channel 
of confidential ooftimunication therein. And the 
said Warren Hastings, by presuming to employ the 
'said Chief Justice, a§i person particularly unfit for 
an agent, in the transaction of affairs, primd fctde 
at least unjust, violent, and oppressive, contrary to 
publick faith, and to the sentiments* and law of 
nature, and which he the said Hastings was sensi- 
ble could not fail to draw obloquy 'on himself by 
“ his participation,” did disgrace the king’s com- 
mission, and render odious to the natives of Hin- 
dustan the justiiSe of the Crown of Great Britain. 

XIX. 

That although the said Warren Hastings was 
from the beginning duly informed of the violence 
offe|^ed to the personal inclinations of the Nabob 
in the “ apparent assumption of the reins of his 
“ government” for the purposes aforesaid, yet, 
more than two years after, |ie did write to his pri- 
vate agent, Major Palme^-, that is to sa}^ in his 
letter of the 6th t)f May 1783, “ that it has been 
“ a matter of equal surprise and concern to him, to 
“ learn from the letters of the Resident, that the 
“ Nabob Vizier was with difficulty, and almost 
“ unconquerable reluctance, induced to give his 
“ consent to the attachment of the treasure depo- 
“ sited by his father* under the charge of the 
“ Begum’ ‘his mother, and to the resumption of 

“ her 
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“ her Jagliire, and tj^e other Jaghires of the indi- 
“ viduals of his family;” whicl# pretence of igno- 
rance of the Nabob’s inclinations is fictiti<»us and 
groundless. But whatever gileception he might' 
pretend to be in concerning the original intention 
of the Nabobf he was not, nor did he pretend 
to be, ignorant of his, the Nabob’s, reluctance to 
proceed in the said measures ; but did admit his 
knowledge of the Nabob’s reluctance to their full 
execution, and yet did j ustify the same as follows : 

XX. 4 

“ I desire, that you will inform him (the Nabob) 
“ that in these and the other measures, which were 
either proposed by him, or received his concur- 
“ rence in the agreement passed between us at 
“ Chunar, 1 neither had nor could have any object 
“ but his reliefs and the strengthening of his con- 
nexion with the (^ompany ; and that I should not 
“ on any other ground^have exposed myself to the 
personal obloquy^ whi^h they could not fail to 
“ draw upon me by my participation in them, but 
“ left him to regulate, by his own discretion, and 
“ by his own means, the economy of his own 
“ finances, and, with nmch more cause ^ the assertion 
“ of his domcstick right. In these he had no regular 
claim tg my interference ; nor had J, in my 
“ publick character, any clann, upon him, but for 
“ the payment of the’ debt then due fr(tm him to 

c *2 . “ the 
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‘‘ the Company, although I wa^ under the strongest 
obligations to require it for the relief of the pres- 
“ sing exigencies of their affairs. — He will well 
remember the maniaer, in which, at a visit to him 
“ in his own tent, I declared my acquiescence 
“ freely, and without hesitation, to .each proposi- 
“ tion, which afterwards formed the substance of a 
“ written agreement, as he severally made them ; 
“ and he can want no other evidence* of my motives 
“ for so cheerful a consent, nor for the requests, 
which I added as the means of fulfilling his pur- 
“ poses in thein/ Had he not made these measures 
his own option, I should not have proposed 
“ them ; but having once adopted them, and made 
thmn the conditions of a formal and sacred agree-^ 
‘‘ ment, I had no longer an optipn to dispense with 
“ them, hut was hound to the complete performance 
and execution of them, as points of imhlick duty, 
** and of national faith, for which I teas responsible 
“ to my king, and the Chm^any my immediate su~ 
periours ; and this was the reason for my insisting 
‘ ‘ on their performance and execution, when I was 
“ told, that the JSfabob himself had relaxed from his 
“ original purpose, and expressed a reluctance to 
“ proceed in it.^' 


XXI. 

That the said Warrtiii Hastings does admit, that 
the Nabol:f had originally no regular claim upon 

him 
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him for his interference, or he any claim on the 
Nabob, which might entitle him to interfere in 
the Nabob’s domestick concerns ; yet, in'^order to 
justify his so invidious an interference, he did, in 
the letter aforesaid, give a false account of the said 
treaty, which* (as before mentioned) did nothing 
more than give ‘a. perrtiission to the Nabob to resume 
the Jaghires, ij^ HE should judge the same to be 

m 

necessary ; and did therefore leave the right of dis- 
pensing with the whole, or any part thereof, as 
much in his option after the treaty, as it was before; 
the declared intent of the article being only to re- 
move the restraint of the Compan^’^'s guarantee 
forbidding such resumption, but furnishing nothing,^ 
•which could authorize putting that resumption into 
the hands and pcTwer of the Company, to be en- 
forced at their discretion. And with regard to the 
other part of the spoil made by order of the said 
Hastings, and by him, in the letter aforesaid, stated 
to be made equally agftinst the will of the Nabob, 
namely that, which was Committed on the personal 
and moveable property of the female parents of the 
Nabob, nothing whatsoever in relation to the s^me 
is stipulated in the said pretended treaty. 

XXII. 

That the said Hastings in asserting, that he was 
bound to the acts aforesaid *5}’*publick duty, and 
ev’^en by national faith, in the very instance, in which 

c 3 that 
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that national faith was by him grossly violated ; and 
in justifying himself by alleging, that he was bound 
to the complete execution by a responsibility to the 
Company, which he immediately served ; and by 
asserting, that these violent and rapacious proceed- 
ings, shbjepting all persons concerned in them to 
obloqtiy, would be the means of strehgthening the 
connexion of the Nabob with the British united 
Company of Merchants trading to the East Indies ; 
did disgrace the authority, under which he imme- 
diately acted. And that the said Hastings, in 
justifying his obligations to the said acts by a re- 
sponsibility to the Jdmjj namely, to the King of 
Great Britain, did endeavour to throw upon His 
Majesty, his lawful sovereign (whose name and 
character he was bound to respect, and to preserve 
in estimation wdth all persons, and particularly with 
the sovereign princes, tlie allies of his government) 
the disgrace and odium of the aforesaid acts, in 
which a sovereign prince fwas by him, the said 
Hastings, made an instruAient of perfidy, wrong, 
and outrage to two mothers and wives of sovereign 
princes ; and in which he did exhibit to all Asia 
(a country remarkable for the utmost devotion to 
parental authority) the spectacle of a Christian 
govemour, representing a Christian sovereign, com- 
pelling a son to become, the instrument of such vio- 
lence and extortion* against his own mother. 

That tlie said Warren Hastings, by repeated 

messages 
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messages and injunctions, and under menaces of 
“ a dreadful responsibility,” did urge the Resident 
to a completion of this barbarous act ; and well 
knowing, that such an act would probably be re- 
sisted, did order him the said Resident to use the 
British troops under his direction for that piprpose ; 
and did offef tiie assistance of further forces, urging 
the execution iik the following peremptory terms : 

“you yourself must be “personally present; you leth Dec. 
“ must not allow any negotiation or forbearance ; 

“ but must prosecute both services, until the 
“ Begums (princesses) are at the entire mercy of 
“ the Nabob.” 

XXIII. 

That in confownity to the said peremptory i3th jan. 
orders a party of British and other troops, with 
the Nabob in the ostensible, and the British Resi- 
dent in the real, command, w’ere drawn towards the 
city of Fyzabad, in tly 2 castle of which city the 
mother and grandmotlny of the Nabob had their 
residence ; and after expending two days in nego- 
tiation (the particulars of which do not appear) the 
Resident not receiving the satisfaction he looked 
for, the town was first stormed, and afterwards the 
castle ; and little or no resistance being made, and 
no blood» being shed on either side, the Britist 
troops occupied all the oirtev enclosure of the 

c 4 • ' palace 



18th Jan. 
1782. 
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palace of one of the princesses, and blocked up the 
other. 


XXIV. 

That this violent assault, and forcible occupation 
of theipr houses, and the further extremities they 
had to^ apprehend, did not prevail on' the female 
parents of the Nabob to consent cto any submis- 
sion, until the Resident sent in unto them a letter 
from the said Warren Hastings (no copy of which 
appears) declaring himself no longer bound by the 
guarantee, and contiiining such other matter as 
tended to remove all their hopes, which seemed to 
be centred in British faith. 

XXV. 

That the chief officers of their household, who 
were their treasurers and confidential agents, the 
eunuchs Jewar Ali Khan and Behar AH Khan, 
persons of great eminence^* rank, and distinction, 
who had been in high trij^st and favour with the 
late Nabob, wer^ ignominiously put into confine- 
ment under an inferiour officer, in order to extort 
the discovery of the treasures and effects commited 
to their care and fidelity. And the said Middleton 
did soon after, that is to say, on the 12th of Janu- 
ary 1782, deliver them over for the same, purpose 
into the custody of Captain Neal Stuart, com- 
manding 
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tnatiding the 8th regiment, by his order given in the 
following words : to be kept in close and secure 

“ confinement, admitting of no intercourse with 
“ them, excepting by their four menial servants,^ 
who are authorized to attend them until further 
“ orders. Yon will allow them to have an^^^eces- 
** sary and (fcaivenience, which may be con^stent 
“ with a strict g«ard over them.” 

XXVI. 

That in consequence of these severities upon 
herself, and on those, whom she most regarded 
and trusted, the mother of the said Nabob did at 
length consent to the delivering up of her treasures, 
«nd the same w'ere paid to the Resident, to the 
amount of the Bond given by the Nabob to the 
Company for his balance of the year 1779-80, and 
the said treasure “ was taken from the most secret 
“ recesses in the houses of the two eunuchs.” 

J&VII. 

That the Nabob continuing stiH under the pres- 
sure of a further pretended debt to the Company 
for his balance of the year 1780-81, the Resident, 
not satisfied with the seizure of the estates and 
treasures of his parents aforesaid, although he the 
said Resident did confess, that the princess mother 
“ had declared, with appareM truth, that she had 
** delivered up the whole of the prop^'ty in her 

“ hantis. 
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“ hands^ excepting* goods, which from the expe- 
“ rience, which he the Resident had, of the small 
‘ ‘ produce of the sales of a former payment made 
by her in that mode, he did refuse, and that in 
“ his opinion it certainly would have amounted to 
“ littln or nothing did proceed to extort another 
great|s,sum of money, that is to say,* the sum of 
£. 120,000 sterling, on account of the last pre- 
tended balance aforesaid. In ord'er therefore to 
compel the said ministers and treasurers either to 
distress their principals by extorting whatever valu- 
able substance might, by any possibility, remain 
concealed, or to furnish the said sum from their 
own estates, or from their credit with their friends, 
he, the Resident, did order their imprisonment to 
be aggravated with circurnstancies of great cruelty, 
giving an order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, 
dated 20th January 1782, in the following words ; 

XXVIJI. 

‘‘ Sir, 

‘‘ When this ifote is delivered to you by Hoolas 
“ Roy, 1 have to desire, that you order the two 
“ prisoners to be put in irons, Iteepiuy lhei¥i from 
“ ail food, ^c. agreeable to my instructions of 
“ yesterday, 

(Signed) “ Nath. Middleton.'’ 
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XXIX. 

That by the said unjust and rigorous proceeding 
the said eunuchs were compelled to give their en- 
gagement for the payment of £ 120,000 sterling 
aforesaid, to bfe completed within the pe^^od of 
one month ; * but after they had entered inlp the 
said compulsory -engagement, they were still kept 
in close imprisonment, and the mother and grand- 
mother of the Nabob were themselves held under 
a strict guard ; although, at the same time, the 
confiscated estates were actually in the Company’s 
possession, and found to exceed the amount of 
what they were rated at in the general list of con- 
fiscated estates ; and although the assistant Resi- Letter fron 
dent Johnson did confess, “ that the object of dis- duton, 2 d 
“ tressing the Bhow Begum was merely to obtain a 
“ ready -money instead of a dilatory, payment, and 
“ that this ready-money payment, if not paid, was 
‘‘ recoverable in the cc^rse of a few months upon 
“ the Jaghires in his ppssession ; and that there- 
“ fore it was not worth, proceeding to any extre- 
“ mities beyond the one described, (namely, the 
“ confinement of the princesses, and the. impri^n- Lucknow, 
“ ment and fettering of their ministers) upon so 
“ respectable a family.” 

XXX. . 

That after the surrender of the treasiife, and the 

passihg 
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passing the bonds and obligations given as afore- 
said, the Resident having been strictly ordered by 
the said Warren Hastings not to make any settle- 
ment whatsoever with the said women of high rank, 
the Nabob was induced to leave the city of Fyza- 
bad without taking leave of his mother, or showing 
her alay mark of duty or civility. on the same 

day the Resident left the city aforesaid ; and after 
his return to Lucknow, in order to’ pacify the said 
Hastings, who appeared to resent, that the Nabob 
was not urged to greater degrees of rigour than 
those hitherto used towards his mother, he the said 
Resident did, in his letter of the 6th February, give 
him ail assurance in the following words : — “ I shall, 
“ as you direct, use my influence to dissuade hio 
“ Excellency from concluding ^any settlement until 
“ I have your further commands.” 


XXXI. 


That the payment of tthe bond last extorted 
from the eunuchS was sooji after commenced, and 
the grandmother, as well as the mother, were now 
compelled to deliver what they declared was the 
extent of the whole of both their possessions, in- 
cluding down to their table utensils ; which, as the 
Resident admitted, they had been, ^nd were 
still delivering, and that no proof had yet been 
“ obtained of their having more.” 


XXXII. That 
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XXXII. 

That bullion, jewels, and goods, to the amount 
of five hundred thousand pounds and upwards, 
were actually received by the Resident for the use 
of the Company, before the 23d of February^l782 ,* 
and there reiinained on the said extorted bojad no 
more than about,£^ 25,000 according to the state- 
ment of the eunuchs, and not above fifty thousand 
according to that made by the Resident. 

XXXIII. 

That in this advanced state of the delivery of 
the extorted treasure, the ministers of the women 
aforesaid of the reigning family did apply to Captain 
Leonard Jaques, under whose custody they were 
confined, to be informed of the deficiency, with 
which the}" stood charged, that they might en- 
deavour, with the assistance of their friends, to 
provide for the same, arni praying, that they might, 
through his mediation’ , be freed from the hard- 
ships they suffered under their confinement ; to 
which application they received an insplent answer 
from the said Richard Johnson, dated February 
27th 1782, declaring, that part of what he had re- 
ceived in payment was in jewels and bullion ; and 
that more than a month, the time fixed for thtf 
final payment, would elapse J>efore he could dis- 
pose of the same ; insisting upon a ready-money 

payment, 
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payment, and assuring them, “ that the day, on 
“ which their agreement expired, he should be 
“ indispensably obliged to,, recommence severities 
“ upon them, until the last farthing was fully paid.” 
And in order to add to their terrburs and hard- 
ships, as well as to find some pretext fer the further 
cruel and inhuman acti intended, «a£i apparently 
grdsundless and injurious char^ jivas suggested to 
the imprisoned ministers aforesaid, in the following 
words : — “ You may also mention to them, that 
“ I have reason to suspectf -; ih^t the commotions 
‘‘ raised by Bulbudder havb riot been without their 
“ suggestions and abetment, which, if proved upon 
“ them, in addition to the probable broach of their 

agreement, will make their situation very 
‘ ‘ spcrate. ” , 

XXXIV. 

That on the receipt of the said letter, tliat is, 
on the 2d March, the ministers aforesaid did aver, 
that they were not able to obtain cash in lieu of 
the jewels and other effects ; but that if the goods 
were sold, i^d they released from their confine- 
ment, and permitted (as they have before requested) 
to go abroad among their friends, they could soon 
make good the deficiency ; "and they did absolutely 
deny “ that they had any hand in the copimotions 
“ raised by Bulbudder, or any kind of correspon- 
“ dence w^th him or his adherents.” 

c 


XXXV. That 
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XXXV. ^ 

That the prisoners a^resaids? did ^hortly after, 
that is to say, on the Isth March, a third time 
renew their aj^plication to Nathaniel Middleton, 
Esquire, the Resident, and did request, that the 
jewels remaiiMog in his th# said Resident’s hands, 
towards the paym|pt of the balance remain i|^, 
“ might be valued by four or five eminent mer- 
“ chants, Mussulmen and Hindus, upon oath 
and that if any balance should afterwards appear, 
they would upon their release get their friends to? 
advance the same : and they did again represent 
the hardship of their imprisonment, and pray for 
relief ; and did again assert, that the imputations 
thrown upon them ^by the said Richard Johnson 
were false and groundless; “ that they had no 
“ kind of intercourse, either directly or indirectly, 
with the authors of the commotions alluded to, 
“ and th^t 'they did stake their lives upon ‘the 
“ smallest proof thereof .being brought.” 

XXXVL 

That, instead of their receiving any answer*to 
any of the aforesaid reasonable propositions, con- 
cerning either the account stated, or the crimes 
imputed to them, or any relief from the hardships* 
they suffered, he, the Residei^t Middleton, did^ on 
the 18 th of the said month, give to the ofiicer, who 

had 
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Had supplicated in favour <d’ tlxe said fjrisoners, atn 
order, in which lie declared himself “ under the 
“ disagreeal^ noe^ssity' i^ recurring to s.everities, 
to inforce“^the' said payment; and that this is 
thereforie to desire, that you ifii^i^diately cause 
“ them to be put in irons, and keepi>wem so until I 
“ shall arrive at Fyzah^ to take furtiier measures 
“ «ls may b|^ necessary." . Wkllth ordel being re- 
ceive at Fyzabad the day after if was given, the 
"^aid eunuchs were a second time thrown into irons. 
And it appears, that (probably in resentment for 
‘<%he humane representations of the said Captain 
Jaque^) the Resident did refuse to pay lor the 
fetters, and other contingent charges of the im- 
prisonment of the said ministers of the Nabob’s 
mother, when at the same tirr\e very liberal con- 
tingent allowances were made to other officers ; 
and the said Jaques did strongly remonstrate 
against the same as follows ; — “ You have also 
“ ordered me to put the prisoners inii||ops — this I 
“ have done : yet as I have no business to pur- 
“ chase fetters, ©r supply them any other way, it 
“ is but r^pionable, that you should order me to 
he reimbursed. And why should I add any 
“ thing more? A late commander at this place, I 
“ am told, d**^ws near as nlany thousands monthly 
contingencies, as my trifling letter for Jhundreds. 

“ J^ow'ever/ if yoq cannot get my bill , paid, be so 
“ obliging as to return i,t ; and give me an oppor- 

“ tunity 
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.t'' 

‘‘tunity of declaria^ to the vW)rld, that I believe ’I 
am the first officer in^|]^e Company’s service, who 
has suffered in his pjifopert^ by independent 

command.' 


XXXVIL 

Tha,t, in "aihout two mohths after the said pri- 
soners had contitilied in irons in the mtanner aUhre- 
said, the officer on guard, in a letter of tj^e ISJIi 
May, did represent to the Resident as follows.— 
The prisoners, Baher and Jewar Ally Khan, who 
‘‘ seem to be very sickly, have requested th^ 
irons might be taken off for a few days, that* 
“ that they might take medicine, and walk about^ 
‘‘ the garden of the place where they are confined. 

‘‘ Now, as I am sure will he equally as secure 
without their irons, as with them, I think it my 
‘‘ duty to inform you of tliis request ; I desire to 
‘‘ know your pleasure concerning it.” To which 
letter tlni i^id ofHcer«,did receive a direct refusal, 
dated 22d May 1782, 5n the following words ; — 
“I am sorry it is nothin my Y^ower to comply 
“ with your proposal of. easing the pfisoners for a 
“ few days of their fetters. Much as my humanity 
“ may be touched by their sufferings, I should 
‘‘think it inexpedient to afford them any* alle- 
“ viation. while they persist in a breaph of their 
“contract with me; and hideed nd indulgl^nce 
“ can be shown them* without the authority of the 
VOL. XII. n . “ Nabt)b, 
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Nabob, who, instead of coiisenting to moderate 
r“ the rigours of their situ^ion, would be most wdll- 
“ ing to multiply ^hem.”^. Endeavouring to join 
£1^ Nabob, Wnom he well kn^ to be reluctant in 
the whole proceeding, as a party i# the cruelties, 
b^ which, through the medium of l^r servants, it 
was intended to coerce nis mother. 

XXXVIII. 

That the said Resident, in a few days after, that 
is to say, on the 1st June 1782, in a letter to 
^iajor Gilpin, in command at Fyzabad, did order 
the account, as by himself stated, to be read to the 
prisoners ; and, without taking any notice of their 
proposal concerning the valuation of the effects, or* 
their denial of the offences imputed to them, to 
demand a positive answer relative to the payment ; 
and, upon receiving from them a negative or 
unsatisfactory reply, to inform them, that, all 
“ further negotiation being ^t an endj^^^thfey must 
“prepare for their remov|il to Lucknow, where 
“ they would be called upon to answer not only 
“their recefll; breach of faith and solemn engage- 
“ ment, but also to atone for other heavy offences ; 

“ the punishment of which, as had frequently been 
“ signified to them, it was in their power to have 
“ mitigatei} by a proper acquittal of themselves 
“ in' this transaction.’^ By which insinuations 
concerning the pretended offences of the said 

unhappy 
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unhappy persons, and the manner, by which they 
were to atone for the Sfime, and by their never 
having been specifically^)and directly Jiiade, it doth 
appear, that the said crimes and bffences weire 
charged for thef^ purpose of extorting money, and 
not upon prini^ples, or for the ends, of justice. 

# XXXIX. 

That after so‘me ineffectual negotiatio^- to make 
the prisoners pay the money, which it does not 
appear to have been in their power to pay, they 
were again threatened by the Resident, in a lettel* 
to Major Gilpin, dated 9th June 1782, in the 
following terms : — “ I wish you to explain once 
more to the prisoners the imprudence and folly 
of their conduct, in forcing me to a measure, 
“ which must be attended with consequences so 
“ very serious to them ; and that, when once they 
“ are removed to Lucknow, it will not be in. my 
‘‘ power hi show them piercy, or to stand between 
“them and the vengeande of the Nabob. Advise 
“ them to reflect seriously upon tlie unhappy situ- 
“ ation, in which they will be involved ill one ca§e, 
“ and the relief it will be in my power to procure 
“ them in the other ; and let them make their 
“ option.” 


XL; 

That he, the said ‘Resident, did also, at the 

f 

D 2 same 
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same time, receive a letter from the princess 
mother, which letter does, not appear, but to which 
only the following insol en%, return was made ; that 
IS to say, “ the letter from the Bhow Begum is no 
“ways satisfactory, and I cann^ think of re- 
“^.turning an answer to it. Indeed *all correspon- 
“ dence between the Begum and nle has long 
“ been stopi^d ; and I request will be pleased 
“ to inform her, that I by no means wish to re- 
** same it, or to maintain any friendly intercourse 
^‘with her, until she has made good my claim 
“ upon her for the balance due/’ 

XU. 

That in consequence of these threats, and to 
prevent a separation of the ministers from their 
mistresses, several plans for the payment of the 
balance were offered both by the mother of tlie 
Nabob, and the prisoners, to which no other ob- 
jection appears to have been made, than the length 
of time required by the parties to discharge the 
comparatively small remainder of the extorted 

Major GiJ- -T •/ ^ 

pin’s Let- bond ; the^ officer on command declaring, that, 

June 1782. cohformably to his instructions, he could not re- 
‘ ceive the same. 


XLII. 

That the prisoners w.ere actually removed from 
the city of their refeidetice to the city of Lucknow, 
where they arrived on the 24th of June 1782, and 
* were, 
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were, on the next day, threatened with severities, 

“ to make them discover where the balance might 
“ be procurable.” And on th^ 28 th, it should 
seem, that the severities, for the purpose afore- 
said, were infllbted, at least upon one of them ; 
for the assistant Resident Johnson, did, on tl^t 
day, write to Captain Waugh, the ofl 5 cer com- 
manding the guaM, the letter following, full of 
disgrace to the honour, justice, and humanity of 
the British nation. 

XLIIL 

“ Sir, 

“ The Nabob having determined to injlict cor- 
poral punishment upon the prisoners under your* 

•“ guard, this is to desire, that his officers, when 
“ they shall comtf, may have free access to the 
“ prisoners, and be permitted to do with them as 
“ they shall see proper ^ only taking care, that they 
“ leave them always under your charge.” *- 

Xf.1V. 

That the said Richard Johnson did, further to Mr, John- 
terrify the prisoners, and to extort by 'all ways jhe 
remainder of the said unjust, oppressive, and rapa- 1782. 
cious demand, threaten to remove them out of the 
Nabob’s dominions into the castle of Chumagur# 
in order for ever to separate them from J;heir prin- 
cipals, and deprive both of*thpeir reciprocal pro- 
tection and services, and did order a further guard 

D 3 » \o 
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to be put on the palace of the grandmother of the 
Nabob, an ally of the Company, and to prevent 
the entrance of the provisions to her, (which order 
relative to the guard only was executed) and did 
use sundry unworthy and insulting menaces both 
with regard to herself and to her 'principal mi^ 
nisters. 


XLV. 

That a proposal was soon after made by the 
said princess and her daughter-in-law, praying, that 
their ministers aforesaid should be returned to 
Fyzabad, and offering to raise a sum of money on 
that condition ; as also that they would remove 
from one of their palaces, whilst the English were 
to be permitted to search the other. But the 
assistant Resident Johnson did, instead of a com- 
pliance with the former of these propositions, send 
the fellowing orders, dated 23d July 1782, to the 
officer commanding the gi^ard on the ministers 
aforesaid : “ some violent demands having been 
“ made for the release of the prisoners, it is neces- 
“ sary, that^ every possible precaution be taken for 
“ their security ; you will therefore be pleased to 
“ be very strict in guarding them ; and I herewith 
“ send another pair of fetters to he added to those 
now upoji the priso 7 iers.'^ And in answer to the 
second proposition, 'tile said Resident did reply in 
the followfng terms ; “ the proposal of evacuating 

“ one 
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“ one palace, that it may be searched, and then 
“ evacuating the next, upon the same principle, is 
“ apparently fair ; but it is well known, in the first 
“ place, that such bricked-up, or otherwise hidden 
“ treasure is not to be hit upon in a day without 
“ a guide. l*have therefore informed the Nabpb 
“ of this prbposal, and if the matter is to be re- 
duced to a search, he will go himself with such 
“ people as he may possess for information, to- 
gether with the prisoners; and when in posses- 
“ sion of the gropiiid, by punishing the prisoners^ or 
“ by such other means as he may find most effec- 
“ tual to forward a successful search upon the 
spot, he will avail himself of the proposal made, 
► “by the Bhow Begum.” 

XLVI. 

That, probably from the Nabob’s known and 
avowed reluctance to lend himself to the perpetra- 
tion of the Oppressive 3niid iniquitous proceedings of 
the representative of the British Government, the 
scandalous plan aforesaid was not carried into exe- 
cution : and all the rigours practised upon the chief 
ministers of the ladies aforesaid at Lucknow being 
found ineffectual, and the princess mother having 
declared herself ready to deliver up every thing 
valuable in her possession,, which Baher Ally Khan, 
one of her confidential ministers aforesaid, only 
could come at, the said change of prison ^as 

D 4 * agreed 
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Major Gil- 
pin’s Let- 
ters, 16th 
J une and 
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|lajor Gil- 
pin’s Let- 
ter, 15th 
Sept 1782. 


agreed to; — but not until the Nabob’s mother 
aforesaid had engaged to pay for the said change 
of prison a sum of ten thousand pounds, (one half 
of which was paid on the return of the eunuchs) 
ajd that “ she would ransack the Zenaiiah (w’^omen’s 
“ apartments) for kincobs, muslin^^, cloths, &c. 
“ &c. &c. and that she would even allow a deduc- 
“ tion from the annual allowance made to her for 
“ her subsistence in lieu of her Jaghire.” 

XLVII. . 

That soon after the return of the aforesaid 
ministers to the place of their imprisonment at Fy- 
zabad, bonds for the five thousand pounds afore- 
said, and goods, estimated, according to the valu- 
ation of a merchant appointed to value the same, 
at the sum of forty thousand pounds, even allowing 
them to sell greatly under their value, were de- 
liverdi|: to the commanding officer at Fyzabad ; and 
the said commanding offiedr did profiiise to the 
Begum to visit Lucknow wKch such proposals as he 
hoped would secure the* small balance of fifteen 
thousand pounds remaining of the unjust exaction 
aforesaid. But the said Resident Middleton did 
in his letter of the 17th of the said month, posi- 
tively refuse to listen to any terms before the final 
discharge of the whole of the demand ; and did 
positively /prbid the* commanding officer to come 
to l^ucknow to make the proposal aforesaid, in the 

terms 
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terms following : ‘‘as it is not possible to listen 
“ to (vny terms from the Begums before the final 
“ discharge of their conditional agreement for 
“ fifty-five lacks, your coming here upon such an* 

‘ ‘ agency can only he loss of time in completing the 
“ recovery of rtie balance of 6,55,000, for which 
“ your regirfient was sent to Fyzabad. I must 
“ therefore desire you will leave no efforts, gentle 
“ or harsh, unattempted to complete this, before 
“ you move from Fyzabad ; and I am very anxious, 

“ that this should be as soon as possible, as I wc^t 
“ to employ your regiment upon other emergent ser- 
“ vice, now suffering by every delay. 

XLVIII. 

That the goods aforesaid were sent to Lucknow, 
and disposed of in a manner unknown ; and the 
harsh and oppressive measures aforesaid being still 
continued, the Begum did, about the midiUjl^ of 
October 1782, cause tcr.be represented to the said 
Middleton as follow'S : .‘that her situation wasMajorOii- 
“ truly pitiable; her estate sequeltered ; her trea- 
“ sury ransacked; her Cojahs prisoners; and l^er o*:*- ^ 782 . 
“ servants deserting daily from want of subsistence. 

“ That she had solicited the loan of money, to 
“ satisfy the demands of the Company, from every, 

“ person, •that she imagined would or could assist 
“ her with any ; but that thb opulent would not 
“ listen to her adversity. — She had hoped, that the 

* “ wardrobe 
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“ wardrobe sent to Lucknow might have sold for 
“ at least one half of the Company’s demands on 
“ her; but even jewellery and goods, she finds 
from woful experience, lose their value the 
“ moment it is known they come from her. That 
she had now solicited the loaif of cash froni 
“ Almas Ally Cawn, and if she faH5d in that ap- 
“ plication, she had no hopes of «ver borrowing a 
“ sum equal to the demand.” — Ah hope not likely 
to be realized, as the said Almas Ally was then 
ei^aged for a sum of money to be raised for the 
Company’s use on the security of their confiscated 
lands, the restoration of which could form the 
only apparent security for a loan. 

XLIX. . 

That this remonstrance produced no eftect on 
the mind of the aforesaid Resident ; who being 
abo^t this time removed from his residency did, 
in a letter to his succcss(jur Mr. Bristow, dated 
23d October 1782, in ^ect recommend a per- 
severance in the cruel .and oppressive restraints 
aforesaid, as a certain means of recovering the 
remainder of the extorted bond ; and that the 
lands, with which the princesses aforesaid had 

been endowed, should not be restored to them. 

• 

. • L. 

That the said Warren Hastings was duly ap- 
prized 
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prized of all the material circumstances in the 
unjust proceedings aforesaid ; but did nothing to 
stop the course they were in, or to prevent, relieve, 
or mitigate, the sufferings of the parties affected by" 
them ; on the contrary, he did, in his letter of the 
25th of January 1782 to the Resident Middleton' 
declare, that* the Nabob having consented to the 
“ resumption of -the Jaghires held by the Begums, 
“ and to the conhscation of their treasures, and 

t 

“ thereby involved my own name, and the credit 
“ of the Company in a participation of both m^- 
“ sures, I have a right to require and insist on the 
“ complete execution of them; and I look to you 
“ for tlieir execution, declaring, that 1 shall hold 
you accountable for it/’ And it appears, that 
he did write to the Nabob a letter in the same 
peremptory manner ; but the said letter has been 
suppressed. 


That he the said Hastings further did manifest 
the concern he took in, ^ and the* encouragement, 
which he gave to, the proceedings aforesaid, by 
conferring honours and distinctions upon the mi- 
nisters of the Nabob, whom he, the Nabob, did 
consider as having in the said proceedings dis- 
obeyed him and betrayed him, and as instruments 
in the dishonour of his family, <and the usurpation 
of his authority. — That the said ministers did 

. make 
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make addresses to the said Hastings for that pur- 
pose (which addresses the said Hastings hath sup- 
pressed) ; and the Resident Middleton did, with 
‘his letter of the 11th of February 1782, transmit 
the same ; and did, in the said letter, acquaint the 
said Hastings, “ that the niinisters of the Nabob 
“ had incurred much odium on accbunt of their 
“ participation in his measures, and that they were 
“ not only considered by the party of the dis- 
“ possessed Jaghiredars, and the mother and uncle 
“ pf the Nabob, but by the Nabob hhmelf, as the 
“ dependants of the English Governments which 
“ they certainly are, and it is by its declared and 
“ most obvious support alone that they oan main- 
“ tain the authority and influence, which is indis • 
“ pensably necessary.” And the said Middleton 
did therefore recommend, “ that they should be 
“ honoured with some testimony of his (the said 
“ lilistings’^) approbation and favour.” And he 
the said Warren Hastings did send kellauts, or 
robes of honour (the most publick and distinguished 
mode of acknowledging pierit known in India) to 
the said ministers in testimony of his approbation 
of their late services. 


LII. 

That the said Hastings did not only give the 
aforesaid public encdliragement to the ministers of 
the Nabob to betray and insult their master and 
‘ his 
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liis family in the manner aforesaid, but when the 
said Nabob did write several letters to him the 
said Hastings, expressive of his dislike of being 
used as an instrument in the dishonourable acts’ 
aforesaid, and refusing to be further concerned 
therein, he the^said Warren Hastings did hot only 
suppress and*hide the said letters from the viev/of 
the Court of Directors, but in his instructions to 
the Resident Bristow did attribute them to Hyder 
Beg Khan, minister to the Nabob (whom in other 
respects he did before, and ever since, support 
against his master), and did express himself with 
great scorn and contempt of the said Nabob, and 
with much asperity against the said minister ; 
affirming, in proud and insolent terms, that he had 
“ by an abuse of his influence over the Nabob, he, 
“ the Nabob himself, being, (as he ever must he 
“ in the hands of some persori) a mere cipher in his 
“ (the said minister's) hand, dared to make, him 
“ (the Nabob) assume very unbecoming tone of 
“ refusal, reproach, and’ resentment, in opposition 
“ to measures recommended by and even to 

‘‘ acts done by MY authority the said Hastings, 
in the instruction aforesaid, particularizing the re- 
sumption of the Jaghires, and the confiscation of 
the treasures, that had been so long suffered to 
remain in* the hands of his (the Nabob’s) mother. 
But the letters of the Nabob, »which in the said 
instructions he refers ’ to, as containing' an oppo- 

, sitidn 
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sition to the measures recommended by him, and 
which he asserts was conveyed ia a* very unbe- 
coming tone of refusal, reproach, and resentment, 
iie the said Hastings hath criminally withheld from 
the Company, contrary to their orders, and to his 
duty ; ahd the more, as the said letters must tend 
to ’'show in what manner the said Nabob did feel 
the indignities offered to his moth^, and the man- 
ner, in which the said ministers, notwithstanding 
their known dependence on the English Govern- 
ment, did express their sense of the part, which 
their sovereign was compelled to act in the said dis- 
graceful measures. And in further instructions to 
him the said new Resident, he did declare his ap- 
probation of the evil acts aforesaid, as well as his* 
resolution of compelling the Nabob to tliose rigo- 
rous proceedings against his parent, from which he 
had long shown himself so very averse, in the fol- 
lowing woi§l||’: “ the severities, which have been 
“ increased towards the Begums, were most justly 
“ merited by the advantage, which they took of the 
“ troubles, in which I was personally involved last 
“ year^ to create a rebellion in the Nabob’s Go- 
“ vernment, and to complete the ruin, which they 
thought was impending on ours.” “If it is the 
“ Nabob’s desire to forget and to forgive their past 
“ offences, I have no objection to his allowing 
“ them, in pension^* the nominal amount of their 
“ JaghireV, but if he shall ever offer to restore 

“ their 
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their Jaghires to ^them, or to give them any 
‘‘ property in land, after the warning which they 
‘‘ have given him by, the dangerous ^buse, which 
“ they formerly made of his indulgence, you must 
“ remonstrate in the strongest terms 
“ you must not permit such an event to 
** until this Gkwernment shall have received infor- 
“ mation of it au||J shall have had time to interpose 
“ its influence for the prevention of it.” And the 
said Warren Hastings, who did in the manner 
aforesaid, positively refuse to admit the Nabob to 
restore to his mother and grandmother any part of 
their landed estates for their maintenance, did well 
know, that the revenues of the said Nabob were at 
that time so far applied to the demands of the 
Company (by him Uie said Warren Hastings ag- 
gravated beyond the whole of what they did pro- 
duce), or were otherwise so far applied to the pur- 
poses of several of the servants of thf;.f:Company, 
and others, the dependapts of him the said Hast- 
ings, that none of the ;|iensions or allowances, 
assigned by the said Nabob in Iteu of the said 
estates confiscated, were paid, or were likely to 
be discharged, with that punctuality, which was 
necessary even to the scanty subsistence of the 
persons, to which they were in name and appear- 
ance applied. For, 


against it ; 
place. 


LIU. Jliat 
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LIU. 

That, so early as the 6th March 1782, Captain 
" Leonard Jaques, who commanded the forces on 
duty for the purpose of distressing the .several 
women^i the palaces at Fyzabad, <did complain to 
the Resident, Richard Johnson, in ‘the following 
words : “ the women belonging tp the Khord Mo~ 
“ hul (or lesser palace) complain of their being in 
“ want of every necessary of life, and are at last 
“ driven to that desperation, that they at night get 
on the top of the Zenanah, make a great disturb- 
“ aiice, and last night not only alarmed the cen- 
“ tinels posted in the garden, but threw dirt at 
“ them ; they threaten to throw themselves from 
the walls of the Zenanah, and also to break out 
“ of it. Humanity obliges me to acquaint you of 
“ this matter, and to request to know if you have 
“ any directions to give me concerning it. I also 
beg leave to acquaint you I sent for Letafit Ali 
“ Khan, the Cojah, wh(v has the charge of them, 
“ and who informs me^it is well grounded, that 
“ have sold every thing they had, even to the 

“ clothes from their hacks, and now have no means 
“ of subs^Ung.^^ 


LIV. 

c 

That the distresses of the said women grew so 
urgent oh the night of the said 6th of March, the 

? . day 
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day when the letter above recited was written, that 
Captain Leonard Jaqnes aforesaid did think it 
necessary tc write again, on the day following, to 
the British Resident in the following words: “I 
** beg leave to address you again concerning the 
women in the Khord Mohul [the lessei^palace]. 
Their behajriour last night was so furious, that 
“ there seemed^ the greatest probability of their 
“ proceeding to the uttermost extremities, and that 
“ they would either throw themselves from the walls, 

“ or force open the doors of the Zenanah. I have 
“ made every inquiry concerning the cause of their 
“complaints, and find from Lattafit Ally Khan, 

‘ ‘ that they are in a starving condition, having sold 
“ all their clothes and necessaries, and now have ' 
“ not wherewithal to support nature; and as my 
“ instructions are quite silent on this head, I should 
“ be glad to know how to proceed in case they 
“ were to force the doors of the Zenanah, as I 
“ suspect it will happen, should no subsistence be 
“ very quickly sent to tl^m.” 

LV. 

That, in consequence of these repr^l^ptations it 
appears that the said Resident, Richara Johnson, 
did promise, that an application should be made to 
certain of the servants of thq Nabob ‘Vizier to 
provide for their subsistence. • ' 

VOL. XII. E LVI. ThM 
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LVI. 

That Captain Jaques being relieved from the 
duty of imprisoning the women of Snja ul Dowla, 
the latesovereign of Oude, an ally of the Company, 
who dwelt in the said lesser palaee, and Major 
Gilpin being appointed to succeed, thfe same mali- 
cious design of destroying the said women, or the 
same scandalous neglect of their preservation and 
subsistence, did still continue ; and Major Gilpin 
found it necessary to apply to the new Resident 
Bristow, in a letter of the 30th of October 1782, 
as follows : 


LVII. 

“ Sir, 

“ Last night about eight o’clock the women in 
“ the Khord Mohul [lesser palace] or Zenanah 
“ [women’s apartment] under the charge of La- 
‘‘ tafut Ally Khan, assembled on the tops of the 
“ buildings, crying in a most lamentable manner for 
food^Jthat for the last four days they had got but 
‘ ‘ a scanty allowance^ and that yesterday they 
“ had got none. 

LVIII. 

The melancholy cries of famine are more easily 
** imagined than described; and from their repre- 
“ sentatidn, I fear the Nabob’s agents for that 
. “ business 
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‘ ‘ business are very inattentive ; I therefore think 
“ it requisite to make you acquainted with the 
“ circumstance, that his Excellency the ^labob 
“ may cause his agents to be more circumspeot 
in their conduct towards these poor unhappy 
“ women. 

LIX. 

That, although the Resident Bristow did not then 
think himself authorized to remove the guard, he 
did apply to the minister of the Nabob, who did 
promise some relief to the women , of the late Na- 
bob, confined in the lesser palace ; but apprehend- 
ing with reason, that the minister aforesaid might 
jiot be more ready or active in making the neces- 
sary provision for them than on former occasions, 
he did render himself personally responsible to 
Major Gilpin for the repayment of any sum, equal 
to one thousand pounds sterling, which he might 
procure for the subsistence of the sufferers. But 
whatever relief was give^i (the amount thereof not 
appearing) the same was soon exhausted ; and the 
number of persons to be maintained in said 

lesser palace being eight hundred women, Ihe 
women of the late sovereign, Sujah u| ;J)owla, and 
several of the younger children of the saiH sovereign 
prince, besides their attendants, Major Gilpin was 
obliged, on the fifteenth of .Npvember following, 
again to address the Resident by a representation 

E 2 *of 
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of* this tenour : ‘‘ Sir, the repeated cries of the 
“ women in the Khord Mohul Zenanah for sub- 
** sistence have been truly melancholy. 

LX. 

“ They heg most jnteously liberty, that they 
‘‘ may^ earn their daily bread by djaborious ser- 
mtude, or to he relieved from their misery by im- 
mediate death, 

LXI. 

“ In consequence of their unhappy situation, I 
have this day taken the liberty of drawing on 
you in favour of Raninarain, at ten days’ sight, 
for twenty Son Kerah rupees, ten thousand of 
which I have paid to Cojah Latafut Ally Cawn, 
under whose charge that Zenanah is.” 

LXII. 

That, notwithstanding all the promises and rei- 
terated engagements of tjae minister Hyder Beg 
Khan, the ladies- of the palace aforesaid fell again 
into ellpreme distress ; and the Resident did again 
complain to the said minister, who was considered 
to be, and.feally and substantially was, the minister 
of the Goveiraour-General Warren Hastings afore- 
said, and not of the Nabob (the said Nabob being, 
according to the said Hastings’s own account, “a 
“ cipher in his [the said minister’s] hands)” that 
" the 
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the funds allowed for thfiir subsistence were not 
applied to their support. But notwithstan^H^ all 
these repeated complaints and remonstrances, and 
the constant promise of amendment oh the part of 
his, the said Hastings’s, minister, the supply was 
not more plentiful or Hiore regular than before. 

LXIII. 


That the said Resident Bristow, finding by ex- 
perience the ineflScacy of the courses, which had 
been pursued with regard to the mother and grand- 
mother of the reigning Prince of Oude, and having 
received a report from Major Gilpin informing him. Major cii- 

that all, which could be done by force, had been 

. rt82 

done, and that the only hope, which remained for 
realizing the remainder of the money, unjustly ex- 
acted as aforesaid, lay in more lenient methods ; Mr. Sris- 
he, the said Resident, did, of his own authority, ter, 2d Dec. 
order the removal of the guard from the palaces, 
the troops being long.^and much wanted for the 
defence of the frontier, apd other material services ; 
and did release the said ministers ©f the said women 
of rank, who had been confined and put ilf^irons, 
and variously distressed and persecuted, as afore 
recited, for near twelve months. 


LXIV. 

That the manner, in which, the said inhuman 
acts of rapacity and violence were felt b6th by the 

E 3 - women 
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women of high rank poijcemed, and by all the 
people, *^j^rongly appears in the joy expressed on 
^ffieir release, which took place on the 5th of De- 
cember 1^82; and is stated in two letters of that 
date from Major Gilpin to the Resident, in the 
words following : ... <. 

LXV. 

“ I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
“ letter of the 2d instant, and in consequence 
“ immediately^ enlarged the prisoners Behar Ally 
“ Khan and ^war Ally Khan from their confine- 
“ ment ; a circumstance, that gave the Begums, 
“ and the city of Fyzabad in general, the greatest 
“ satisfaction. 

LX VI. 

In tears of joy Behar and Jewar Ally Khan 
“ expressed their sincere acknowledgments to the 
“ Governour-General, his excellency the Nabob 
‘‘ Vizier, and to you, Si^, for restoring them to 
“ that invaluable blessing, liberty, for which they 
“ wou®ji ever retain the most grateful remem- 
“ brance ; and at their request I transmit you the 
“ enclosed fetters. 

LXVII. 

I • 

‘‘ I wish you had 45060 present at the enlarge- 
“ ment of the prisoners. The quivering lips, with 
• . “ the 


• i 
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“ the tef*.rs of joy steal^g dpwn the poor men’s „ 

“ cheeks, was a scene truly aifec^g. 

LXVIII. 

m ♦ 

“ If the prayers of these poor men will avail, 

“ you will, at. the bast trump! be translated to 
“ the happiest regions in heaven.” * 

LXIX. 

And the Resident Bristow, knowing how accept- 
able the said proceeding would be to all the people 
of Oude, and the neighbouriiig indej^ndent coun- 
tries, did generously and politically (though not Mr. i 
truly) in his letter to the princess mother attribute ter, 12 th 
the said relief given to herself, and the release 
her ministers, to tl\e humanity of the said Warren 
Hastings, agreeably to whose orders he pretended 
to act; asserting, that he the said Hastings “ was 
“ the spring from whence she was restored to her 
“ dignity and conseqvience.” And the account 
of the proceedings aforesaid was regularly trans- 
mitted to the said Warren Hastkigs on the 30th 
of December 1782, with the reasons and Motives 
thereto, and a copy of the report of the officer 
concerning the inutility of further for^, attended 
with sundry documents concerning the famishing, 
and other .treatment, of the women and children of 
the late sovereign ; but the ^ajme appear to have 
made no proper impression on the mind* of the said 

E 4 . Warren 
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W«flrrof» iBEastmgft ; for hq answer ■whatsoever was 
given, to the letter until the 3d of March 

1783, when the said Hastings, writing in his own 
eharaeter»and that of the Co^incil, did entirely pass 
by all the circumstances before recited, but did 
give directions for the renewal of measures of the 
like nature and tendency with those, ■which ^for 
several of the last months at least. of the said pro- 
ceeding) had been employed with so little advan- 
tage to the interest, and with so much injury to 
the reputation, of the Company, his masters, in 
whose name^ile acted ; expressing himself in the 
said letter of the 3d of March 1783, as follows : 
“ We desire you will inform us what means have 
“ been taken for recovering the balance [the pre- 
“ tended balance of the extorted money] due from 
“ the Begums [princesses] at Fyzabad ; and, if ne- 
“ cessary, you must recommend it to the Vizier to 
“ enforce the most effecttuil means for that purpose.” 
And the Resident did, in hi§ answer to the Board, 
dated 31st March 1783, on this peremptory order, 
again detail the* particulars aforesaid to the said 
Warre^'fHastings, referring him to his former corre- 
spondence, stating the utter impossibility of proceed- 
ing further ,|?y force, and mentioning certain other 
disgraceful and oppressive circumstances ; and in 
particular, that the Company did not, in plundering 
the mother of the rpigning prince of her wearing 
apparel aird beasts of carriage, receive a value in 
• the 
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the least equal to the 1<^ sh^ suffered ; the ele- 
phants having no bu^r but the^Nabob, and the 
clothes, which had last been delivered to Middleton, 
at a valuation of thirty thousand pounds, were so da-* 
maged by ill keeping in warehouses, that they could 
not be sold, even for . six months credit, at much 
more than about eight thousand pounds ; by which 
a loss in a single .article was incurred of twenty-two 
thousand pounds out of the fifty, for the recovery 
of which (supposing it had been a just debt) such 
rigorous means had been employed^ after having 
actually received upwards of five huhl^d thousand 
pounds in value to the Company, and extorted 
much more in loss to the suffering individuals, 
^nd the said Bristow, being well acquainted with 
the unmerciful temper of the said Hastings, in 
order to leave no means untried to appease him, 
not contented with the letter to the Governour- 
General and Council, did on the same day write 
another letter to himpaT^ticularly, in which he did 
urge several arguments* othe necessity of using of 
which to the said Hastings did neflect great dis- 
honour on this nation, and on the Christian reli- 
gion therein professed ; viz. ‘‘ that he had experi- 
enced great embarrassment in treating with her 
“ [the mother of the reigning prince] ; for, as the 
“ mother ^f the Vizier, the people look up to her 
“ with great respect ; and ^qy hard measures, 
“ practised against women of her high rank, create 

. “ discontent 
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“ discontent, and affect our national character.” 
And the said 0|^sident, condemning very 

unjustly her conduct, added, ** still she is the 
A* mother of the prince of the country, and the 
“ religious prejudices of Mu&sulmen prevail too 
“ strongly in their minds to forget her situation.” 

LXX. 

That the said - Warren Hastings did not make 
apy answer to the said letter. But the mother of 
the prince afOTesaid, as well as the mother of his 
father, bein^*^n consequence of his the said Hast- 
ings’s directions, incessantly and rudely pressed 
by their descendant, in the name of the Company, 
to pay to the last farthing of the demand, they did 
both positively refuse to pay any part of the pre- 
tended balances aforesaid, until their landed estates 
were restored td them ; on the security of which 
alone they alleged themselves to be in a condition 
to borrow any money, or even to provide for the 
subsistence of themselves nnd their numerous de- 
pendants. And/' in order to put some end to these 
differences, the Vizier did himself, about the be- 
ginning of August 1783, go to Fyzabad, and did 
hold divers conferences with his parents, and did 
consent and engage to restore to them their landed 
estates aforesaid ; and did issue an ordei*, that they 
should be restored ^ accordingly : but his minister 
aforesaid, "having before his- eyes the perei^Mj^pry 

Orders 
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orders of him the said Warren Hastings, did per- 
suade his master to di^onour hii]||iself in breaking 
his faith and engagement with his mother and 
the mother of his father, by first evading the* 
execution, and afterwards totally revoking his 
said publick and solemn act, on pretence that he 
had agreed to. the grant “ from shame, being in 
“ their presence [the presence of his mother and 
“grandmother]*, and that it was unavoidable 
“ at the time — the said minister declaring ht) 
him, that it would be sufficient if he ^llowed them 
“ money for their necessary expense, and that 
“ would be doing enough.’' 

LXXL 

• 

That the faith gjven for the restoration of their 
landed estates being thus violated, and the money 
for necessary expenses being as 'ill supplied as 
before, the women and children of the late sove- 
reign, father of the reigning prince, continued 
exposed to frequent wai^ of the common neces- 
saries of life ; and, being sorely pressed by famine, 
they were compelled to break through all the prin- 
ciples of local decorum and reserve, which consti- 
tute the dignity of the female sex in that part of 
the world, and after great clamour and violent 
attempts, for one whole day, to break the enclo- 
sure of the palace, and to foree .their way into the 
publiole market, in order to move the cdmpassion 

o*f 
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of . the people, and to be^ their breads they did, 
on the next day« actually -proceed to the extre- 
mity of exposing themselves to publick view — an 
extremity, implying the lowest state of disgrace 
and degradation ; to avoid which, many women in 
India have laid violent hands upon themselves — 
and they did proceed to the publick ' market-place 
with the staryi^jg,: children of the late sovereign, 
and the brothe^%iid sisters of the reigning prince ! 
-^A minute account of the transaction aforesaid 
was written to the British Hesident at Lucknow 
by the perscm appointed to convey intelligence to 
him from Fyzabad, in the following particulars, 
highly disgraceful to the honour, justice, and hu- 
manity of this nation : 

LXXII. 

“The ladies/ their attendants, and servants, 

“ were still as clamorous as last night. Letafut, 

* 

“ the Baroga, went to them and remonstrated 

’c. ^ 

“ with them on the impropriety of their conduct, 
at the same time assuring them, that in a few 
“ days all their allowances would be paid ; and, 
“should not that be the case, he would advance 
“ them ten day’s subsistence upon condition, that 
“ they returned to their habitation. None of 
“ them, however, consented to his proppsals ; but 
“ were still intent « upon making their escape 
through the Bazar [market- placej, and in?!siCS«aise- 
, “ quence 
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quence formed themselves into R line^ arranging 
‘‘ diemselves in the owing order : the children 
“ in the front ; behind them the ladies of the se- 
“ raglio ; and behind them again their attendants ^ 
“ but their intentions were frustrated by the oppo- 
‘^sition, which -they met from Letafut's Sepoys. 




LXXIII. 


** The next day Letafut went %#ice to the wo- 
men, and used his endeavours to make them 
return into the Zenanah, promising to advance 
them 10,000 rupees ; which, upojf the money 
being paid down, they agreed to comply with ; 
but night coming on, nothing transpired. 


LXXIV. 

“ On the day following their clamours were 
“ more violent than usual. Letaftit went to con- 
“ suit with them on the business of yesterday, 
“offering the same tej*ms. Depending upon the 
“fidelity of his promises^ they consented to return 
“ to their apartments, which they accordingly did, 
“ except two or three of the ladies, and most of 
“ their attendants. Letafut then w^ent to Hu^- 
“ mund Ally Cawn, to consult with him upon what 
“ means they should take. They came to a reso- 
‘‘ lution qf driving them in by force ; and gave 
“ orders to their Sepoys to .beat any one of the 
“women, who should attempt to mov^ ‘forward. 

“ TRe 
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“ The Sepoys consequently assembled ; and, each 
“ one hei]^ provided with |l bludgeon, they drove 
“ them by lunt of beating into the Zenanah. The 
women seeing the treachery of Letafut, pro- 
“ ceeded to throw stones and bricks at the Sepoys, 
and again attempted to get out ; hut finding that 
* impossible, the gates being shut, they kept 

up a contih^^^- idtscharge of stones and bricks till 
“ about ten ; finding their situation despe- 

ll rate, they retired into the Kuhg Mohul, and 
“ forced their way from thence into the palace, 
“ and dispelled themselves about the house and 
“ garden ; after this they were desirous of getting 
“ into the Begum’s apartment, but she being ap- 
“ prized of their intention ordered her doors to 
“ be shut. In the mean time, Letafut and Hush- 
“ mund Ally Cawn posted sentries to secure the 
“ gates of the lesser Mahal. During the whole 
“ of this conflict, all the ladies and women re- 
“ mained exposed to the view of the Sepoys. The 
“ Begum then sent for •Letafut and Hushmund 
“ Ally Cawn, whom she severely reprimanded, 
and insisted upon knowing the causes of this 
“ infamous behaviour. They pleaded in their de- 
“ fence the impossibility of helping it, as the 
“ treatment the women had met with had been 
“ conformable to his Excellency thjg Vizier’s 
“ orders. The Begum alleged, that even admit- 
“ ting, that the Nabob had given those orders, they 

“ were 
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were by no means authorized in this manner to 
“ disgrace the family of Shnja Dowla should 

“ they not receive their allowance Iot a day or 
“ two, it could be of no great moment : what was* 
“ passed was now at an end ; but that the Vizier 
“ should certainly be acquainted with the whole 
“ of the affair^ and that whatevc^lie desired she 
“ should implicitly comply wii|^^^,The Begum 
“ then sent «tfor five of the who were 

“ wounded in Ihe affray of last night, and, aft^ 
endeavouring to soothe them, she sent again for 
“ Letafut and Hushmund Ally Cawn, and in the 
“ presence of the children expressed her disap- 
probation of their conduct, and the improbabi- 
lity of Asuf ul Dowla’s suffering the ladies and 
“children of Shuj^ Dowla to be disgraced by 
“ being exposed to the view of the rabble. Upon 
“ which Letafut produced the letter from the 
“ Nabob, at the same time representing, that he 
“ was amenable only t^) the orders of his Excel- 
“ lency, and that whate^r he ordered it was his 
“ duty to obey ; and that had the ladies thought 
“proper to have retired into their apartments 
“quietly, he would not have used the means Re 
“had taken to compel them. The '^Begum again 
“observed, that what had happened was now 
“ over, ^he then gave the children 400 rupees, 
“ and dismissed them, and scnji word by Jumrud 
“ and the other eunuchs, that if the ladles would 

, “ peaceably 
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peaceably retire to their apartments, Letafut 
** woaid ay olv them with 3 or 4,000 rupees for 
their perrohal exposes, and recommended to 
tl^'sm not to incur any further disgrace, and that 
if they did i|pt think proper to act agreeably to 
** her directions, they would do wrong. The ladies 
followed h^,;^gkjikvice, and about ' ten at night 
** went back ^i^^i^the Zenanah. - The next mom- 
“ ing the Beg^p^'^aited upon the in#ther of Shuja 
Dowla, and related to her all circumstances 
“of the disturbances. The mother of Shuja 
“ Dowla returned for answer, that after there being 
“ no accounts kept of crores oi^; revenues, she was 
“ not surprised, that the family of Shj^ja Dowla, 
“ in their endeavours to procure a subsistence, 
“ should be obliged to expose themselves to the 
meanest of the people. After bewailing their 
“ misfortunes, and shedding many tears, the Begum 
“ took her leave, and returned home.” 

That the said affecting parrative being sent with 
others of the same natur^-, on the 29th of January 
1784, to the said Warren Hastings, he did not 
order any reliefJn consequence thereof, or take any 

sort of notice whatsoever of the said intelligence. 

% 

LXXV. 

That'' the Court of Directors did express strong 
doubts of the propriety of seizing the estates afore- 
said, and' did declare to him the said Hastings, 
^ I “that 
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* that the only consolation they felt on the occa- 
“ sion is, that the amount of those Jgjprhises. for 
‘ ‘ which the (Jmnpany were guarantees'^ to be paid 
“ through our Resident at the Court of Vi^r'i 
“ and it very materially concerxp the credit of 
“ your Governour on no account to suffer such 
payments k>»be evaded,’' said Warren 

Hastings did never make th^^^l^ngment sup. 
posed in the#aid letter to be a^li||^ly made, nor 
did he cause tffe Resident to pay them the amount 
of their Jaghires, or to make any payment to them. 

And the said Hastings being expressly ordered 
by the Court of Directors to restore to them their 
estates, in^case the charges made upon them should , 
pot be found true, he the said Hastings did con- 
tumaciously and cruelly decline any compliance 
with the said orders until his journey to Lucknow, 
when he did, as he says, “ coiAformably to the 
“ orders of the Court of Directors, and more to 
“ the inclination of thg^ Nabob Vizier, restore to 
them their Jaghires, .but with the defalcation, 
according to his own account, of a large portion 
“ of their respective shares pretending, without 
the least probability, that the said defalcation 
was a ‘‘ voluntary concession on^theyr part,” 
But what he has left to them for their support, or 
in what proportion to that, which he has taken 
away, he has no where stated to ^le 'Court of 
Directors, whose faith he has broken, an'd whose 

VOL. XII. F . eord^fs 
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orders he has thus eluded, whilst he pretended to 
yield soTwe p|»edience to them. 

. LXXVI. 

That the sai||j Warren Hastings having made a 
malicious, loose, and ill-supported charge, backed 
by certain un^tiffactory affidavits, as* a ground for 
his seizing on d^^ghires, and thp treasures of the 
Vizier’s mothef^sblemnly guaranteed#© them ; the 
(!ourt of Directors did, in their leflfer of the 14th 
of February 1783, express themselves as follows 
concerning that measure : — “ which the Gover- 
** nour-General (he the said W§rren Hastings) in 
his letter to your Board, to the 23d gf January 
“ 1782, has declared he strenuously encourage^ 
and supported ; we hope and ^ trust, for the ho- 
** nour of the British nation, that the measure 
‘‘ appeared fully justified in the eyes of all Hin- 
“ dostan. The Governour-General has informed 
us, that it can be well attested, that the Begums 
“ (the mother and granamother of the Nabob 
“ aforesaid) jon?»cijr>a% excited and supported the 
late commotipns ; and that they carried their 
“'inveteracy to |he English nation so far, as to aim 
“ at ut§h extirpation ." — And the Court of 
Directors did further declare as follows : — “ that 
“ it nosjjwhere appears from the papers ^at present 
“ in our’ pp|sessiQni? that they (the mother and 
“ grand taotlier of the Nabob of Oude) excited 

any 
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any commotions previous to the imprisonment 
of Rajah Cheit Sing, and only anne^ themselves 
in consequence of that transaction ; and it is 
“ probable, that such a conduct proceeded ^orw 
“ motives of self-defence, under ^ apprehension 
“ that they themselves might likewise be laid 
under unwarrantable contributh>ns.” — And the 
said Court of Dinectors, in giviM^lpeir orders for 
the restoratidh of the Jaghires, orTor the payment 
of an equivalent through the Resident, did give 
this order for the restoration of their estates as 
aforesaid on condition, that it should appear 
from inquiry, thii they were not guilty of the 
practices (purged upon them by the said Hastings. 
Mr. Stables, one of the Council-General, did, in 
execution of the said conditional order, propose an 
inquiry, leading to the ascertainment of the con- 
dition, and did enter a Minute as' follows : “that 
“ the Court of Directors, by their letters of the 
“ 14th of'i^ebruary 1784, seem not to be satisfied, 
“ that the disaffection of* the Begums to this Go- 
“ vernment is sufficiently proved ‘by the evidence 
“ before them ; I therefore think, that the late 
“ and present Resident, and commanding officer 
“ in the Vizier’s country at the time, fj^ould be 
“ called on to collect what further information 
“ they can on this subject, in* which ther honour 
“ and dignity of this GoverniSient is*so materially 
“ concerned ; and that such informaftiofi may be 

f 2 •“ tratfsmifled 
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“ transmitted to the Court of Directors.” And 
he did further propose heads and inodes of in- 
quiry, suitable to the doubts expressed by the 
€ou|;t of Directors. But the said Warren Hastings, 
who ought lon^^efore, on principles of natural jus- 
tice, to have instituted a diligent inquiry in support 
ofljis so improbable a charge, and wasobound, even 
for bis own hono|iir, as well as for the satisfaction of 
the Court of Directors, to take a* strong part in 
the said inquiry, did set himself i§ opposition to 
* the same, and did carry with him a majority of 
Council against the said inquiry into the justice of 
the cause, or any proposition fq(| the relief of the 
sulferers; asserting, “ that the reasons of the 
“ Court of Directors, if transmitted with the orders 
“ for the inquiry, w'ill prove in effect an order for 
“ collecting evidence to the justification and ac- 
‘ ‘ quittal of the Begums^ and not for the investiga- 
** tion of the truth of the charges, which have been 
preferred against t//ew. ” That Mr. Stables did 
not propose, (as in the said Hastings's Minute is 
groundlessly supposed) that the reasons of the 
Court of Directoi's should be transmitted with the 
orders for an inquiry. But the apprehension of 
the said ^ arUn Hastings of the probable result of 
the inquiry proposed, did strongly indicate his sense 
of his own guilt, aiid the innocence of t}ie parties 
accused by l^m; ajid if, by his construction, Mr. 
Stables’s* Miaiite did indicate an inquiry merely 
# . for 
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for the justification of the parties by him accused, 
(which construction the motion did not bear) it 
was no more than what the obvious rules of justice 
would well support ; his own proceedings h§vin^ 
been ex parte ; he having emptied Sir Elijah 
Impey to take*aflfidavits against the women of high 
rank aforesatd, not only without any inquiry nmde 
on their part, bat without any ip^mmunication to 
them of his practice and proceedings against them ; 
and equity did' at least require, that they, with his 
own knowledge, and by the subordinates of his 
own Government, should be allowed a publick in- 
quiry to acquit Ihemselves of the heavy offence, 
with whi(^i they had been by him clandestinely 
•charged. 


LXXVIl. 

That he, the said Hastings, in order to effectu- 
ally stifle the said inquiry, did enter on record a 
further Minute, asserting^ that the said inquiry would 
be productive “ of evils ^greater than any, which 
“ have already taken place, and which time has 
almost obliterated;'' as also the following — ‘^It 
“ I am rightly informed, the Nal^b ^izicr and 
“ the Begums are on terms of mutual good-will. 
It would ill become this Government 4.0 inter- 
pose its influence by any adt,. whiqji might tend 
“ to revive their animosities, and m. 'fery slight 

F 3 • “ occaSon 
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“ occasion would be sufBcient to effect it. They 
“ will instantly take fire on such a declaration, 
“ proclaim the judgment of the Company in their 
fal^our, demand a reparation of the acts, which 
“ they will coiilllrue wrongs, with such a sentence 
warranting that construction, and either accept 
‘ ‘ the invitation, to the proclaimed sc&ndal of the 
“ Nabob 'Vizier, which will not add to the credit 
“ of our Government ; or remain in 'hil dominions, 
but not under his authority, to add to his vexa- 
tions, and the disorders of the country, by con- 
" tinual intrigues and seditions. Enough already 
exists to affect his peace and? the quiet of his 
“people. If we cannot heal, let us not inflame, 
“ the wounds, which have been inflicted,^'' — “ If the 
“ Begums think themselves aggrieved to such a 
“ degree as to justify them in an appeal to a foreign 
jurisdiction \ to appeal to it against a man stand- 
* ‘ ing in the relation of son and grandson to them ; 

“ to appeal to the justice of those, who have been 
“ the abettors and instruments of thmr imputed 
wrongs, let us 'at least permit them to be the 
“judges of their own feelings, and prefer their 
“ complaints,,^ before we offer to redress them. 

“ They will not need to be prompted. I hope I 
“ shall not depart from the simplicity of official 
“ langusige in saying, the majesty of justice ought 
“ to be approached" with solicitation, not descend 
t^ provoke br invite it, mucli less to debase itself 
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“ by the suggestion of wrongs, and the pronnise of 
“ redress, with the denunciation of punishments 
“ before trial, and even before accusation.” ‘ 

LXXVIII. 

■ That the said Warren Hastings, "in attempting 
to pass an acf of indemnity for his own crimes, and 
of oblivion for the sufferings of others, supposing 
the latter alihost obliterated by time, did not only 
mock and insult over the sufferings of the allies of 
the Company, but did show an indecent contempt 
of the understandings of the Court of Directors ; 
because his violent attempts on the property and 
liberty of the mother and grandmother of the ally 
aforesaid, had not their first commencement much 
above t^wo years before that time, and had been 
continued, without abatement or relaxation on his 
part, to the very time of his Minute ; the Nabob 
having, by the instigation of his the said Hastings’s 
instrument, Hyder Beg*JChan, not two months be- 
fore the date of the Consultation, been obliged a 
second time to break his jaith with relation to the 
estates of his mother, in the manner herein before 
recited. And the said Hastings did not, and could 
not, conceive, that the clearing the mother could 
revive any animosity between her and her son, by 
whom she never had been accused. The said 
Hastings was also sensible, that the restoration of 
her landed estates, recommended by the* Court of 

F 4 • Directors, 



72 i^RTICLES OF CHARGE 

Directors, could not produce any ill effect on the 
mind of the said son, as it was “ with almost 
unconquerable reluctance he had been pursuaded 
" ' to deprive her of them.” And at the time of 
his submittin ^^| p become an instrument in this in- 
justice, he didr** declare,” both to the Resident and 
his ministers, ** that it was an act of compulsion.” 

f 

LXXIX. 

That the said Hastings further, by insinuating, 
that the women in question would act amiss in 
appealing to a foreign jurisdiction against a son 
and grandson, could not forget, that he himself 
being that foreign jurisdiction, (if any jurisdiction 
there was) did himself direct and order the injuries ; 
did himself urge the calumnies ; and did Ismnself 
cause to be taken and produced the unsatisfactory 
evidence, by which the women in question had suf- 
fered ; and that it was against him the said Hast- 
ings, and not against their son, that they had reason 
to appeal. But the truth is, that inquiry was 
moved for by Mr Stables, not on the prayer, or 
appeal, of the sufferers, but upon the ill impression 
which the said Hastings’s own conduct, merely and 
solely on his own state of it, and on his own evi- 
dence in support of it, had made on the Court of 
Directors, who were his lawful masters, and not 
suitors in his court.-* ‘ And his arrogating to himself 

and his colleagues to be a tribunal, and a tribunal, 

© 

not 
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not for the purpose of doing justice, but of refusing 
inquiry, was an high offence and misdemeanor 
(particularly as the due obedience to the Com- 
pany’s orders was eluded on the insolent pretence^ 
** that the majesty of justice ought tpU be approached 
“ with solicitation, and that it woifra debase itself 
“ by the suggestion of wrongs, and the promise of 
“ redress,”) in a*Governour, whose business it is, 
even of himself,' and unsolicited, not only to pro- 
mise, but to afford, redress to all those, who should 
suffer under the power of the Company, even if 
their ignorance, or want of protection, or the im- 
becility of their sex, or the fear of irritating persons 
in rank and station, should prevent them from seek- 
kig it by formal solicitation. 

LXXX. 

That the said Warren Hastings, at the time when 
he pretended ignorance of all solicitation for jus- 
tice on the part of the., women aforesaid, and on 
that pretence did refuse <;he inquiry moved by his 
colleague Mr. Stables, l\ad in aH probability re- 
ceived from the Resident Middleton, or if he had 
made the slightest inquiry from the said Middleton, 
then at Calcutta, might immediately receive, an 
account that they did actually solicit the said Re- 
sident, through Major Gilpin, for redress against 
his the said Hastings’s calumnious accusation, and 
the false testimony, by which it was ^pported ; 

• and 
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and did send the said complaint to the Resident 
Middleton by the said Gilpin, to be transmitted 
to him the said Hastings and the Council, so early 
'as the 19th of October 1782; and that she, the 
pother of th^ Nabob, did afterwards send the 
same to the iS^sident Bristow, asserting their inno> 
cence, and accompanying the same AVith the copies 

Sec I etters Original of which they asserted were 

annexed, in thcir hands) from the chief witnesses against 
them, Hannay and Gordon, which letters did 
directly overturn the charges or insinuations in the 
affidavits made by them ; and that instead of any 
accusation of an attempt upon them and their par- 
ties by the instigation of the mother of the Nabob, 
or by her ministers, they the said Hannay and 
Gordon did attribute their preservation to them, 
and to their services ; and did, with strong expres- 
sions of gratitude both to the mother of the Nabob 
and to her ministers, fully acknowledge the same. 
Which remonstrance of the mother of the Nabob, 
and the letters of the sadid Hannay and Gordon, 


are annexed to this charge ; and the said Hastings 
is highly criminal for not having examined into the 
facts alleged in the said remonstrance. 


LXXXI. 

That the violent proceedings of the said War- 
ren Hastings did ■tend to impress all the neigh- 
bouring princes, some of whom were allied in 
• blood 
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blood to the oppressed women of rank aforesaid, 
with an ill opinion of the faith, honour, and de- 
cency of the British nation ; and accordingly, on 
the journey aforesaid made by the Nabob from*^ 
Lucknow to Fyzabad, in which t||^ said Nabob 
did restore, in the manner before mentioned, the 
confiscated estlites of his mother and grandmother, 
and did afterwards revoke his said grant, it appears, 
that the said journey did cause a general alarm 
(the worst motives obtaining the most easy credit 
with regard to any future proceeding on account 
of the foregone acts), and excited great indignation 
among the ruling persons of the adjacent country ; 
insomuch that Major Brown, agent to the said 
Warren Hastings at the Court of the King Shaw 
Allum at Delhi, did* write a remonstrance therein 
to Mr. Bristow, Resident at Oude, as follows : — 
“ The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had 
“ with Mirza Shaffee Cawn, he introduced a sub- 
“ ject respecting the Nabob Vizier, which, how- 
‘ ‘ ever it may be disagreescble for you to know, and 
“ consequently for me t»o comnlunicate, I am 
“ under a necessity of laying before you. He 
“ told me he had received information from Luck- 
“ now, that by the advice of Hyder Beg Cawn 
“ the Vizier had determined to bring his grand- 
“ mother the widow of Sufdar Jung, frojm Fyza- 
“ bad to Lucknow, with a view of getting a further 
“ sum of money froni her, by seizing* on her 

• “ eunuchs. 
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“ eunuchs, digging up the apartments of her house 
at Fyzabad, and putting her own person under 
‘‘ restraint. This, he said, he knew was not an 
act of our Government, but the mere advice of 
“ Hyder Be^pawn, to which the Vizier had been 
“ induced to attend. He added, *that the old Be- 
“ gum had resolved rather to put herself to death 
“ than submit to the disgrace intended to be put 
“ upon her ; that if such a circumstance should 
“ happen, there is not a man in Hindostan, who 
“ loill attribute the act to the Vizier \Nahoh of 
“ Oude\^ hut every one will fix the odium on the 
“ English y who might easily ^ by the influence they 
“ so largely exercise in their own concerns there, 
“ have prevented such unnatural conduct in the 
“ Vizier. He therefore called upon me, as the 
“ English representative in this quarter, to inform 
“ you of this, that you may prevent a step which 
“ will destroy all confidence in the English nation 
“ throughout Hindostan, .^and excite the bitterest 
“ resentment in all thos?,, who by blood are con- 
“ nected with the Hou^e of Sufdar Jung.” He 
concluded by saying, “ that if the Vizier so little 
“ regarded his family and personal honour, or his 
‘‘ natural duty, as to wish to disgrace his father’s 
“ mother for a sum of money, let him plunder her 
“ of all she has, but l^t him send her* safe up to 
“ Delni, or Agra,-»and poor as I am, I will furnish 
“ subsistence for her, which she shall possess with 

ri 

“ safety 
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“ safety and honour, though it cannot be adequate 
“ to her rank. — This, Sir, is a most exact detail of 
“ the conversation (as far as related to that affair) 

‘ ‘ on the part of Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my • 
part I could only say, that I imagined the affair 
“ was mii^represented, and that I snould write as 
“ he requested. Let me therefore request, that 
“ you will enable, me to answer, in a more effec- 
“ tual manner, any further questions on this sub- 
“ ject.” 


LXXXII. 

“ As Mirza Shuffee’s grandfather was brother 
“ to Sufdar Jiing, there can be no doubt of what 
“•his declaration means ; and if this measure of 
“ dismissing the old»Begum should be persisted in, 
“ I should not, from the state of affairs, and the 
“ character of the Amir ul Omrah, be surprised 
“ at some immediate and violent resolution beiing 
“ adopted by him.’* V 


LXXXIII. 

That Mirza Shuffee, mentioned in this corre- 
spondence (who has since been murdered), was of 
near kindred to the lady in question (grandmother 
to the Nabpb), was resident in a province imme- 
diately adjoining to the provin<;(e pf Oude, and from 
proximity of situation and nearness of connexion, 

was 
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was likely to have any intelligence concerning his 
female relations from the best authority. 

LXXXIV. 

That the Resident Bristow, on receivi|p this let- 
ter, did apply to the said Hyder Beg Cawn for an 
explanation of the Nabob’s intentions, who denied, 
that the Nabob intended more than a visit of duty 
and ceremony ; which, whatever his dispositions 
might have been, and probably were, towards his 
own mother, was not altogether probable, as it 
was well known, that he was on very bad terms 
with the mother of his father ; and it appears, that 
intentions of a similar nature had been before ma- 
nifested even with regard to Ijis own mother, and 
therefore obtained the more easy credit concerning 
the other wom^n of high rank aforesaid, especially 
as the evil designs of the said Hyder Beg were 
abundantly known ; and J;hat the said Hastings, 
upon whom he did whq.lly depend, continued to 
recommend “ the most effectual, that is, the most 
“ violent, means for the recovery of the small re- 
‘‘ mains of his extorted demand.” But although it 
does not appear, that the Resident did give credit 
to the said report, yet the effect of the same on the 
* minds of the neighbouring princes did make it 
proper and necessany to direct a strict inquiry into 
the sam6, which was not done ; and it does not 

appear, 
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appear, that any further inquiry was made into the 
true motives for this projected journey to Fyzabad, 
nor into the proceedings of Hyder Beg Cawn, 
although the said Warren Hastings well knew, that* 
all the acts of the Nabob and his principal minis- 
ters were ^nstantly attributed to him ; and that it 
was knowpj thej; secret agents, as well as the Com- 
pany’s regular agent, were employed by him at 
Lucknow and other places. 

LXXXV. 

That the said Hastings, who did, on pretence 
of the majesty of justice, refuse to inquire into the 
charges made upon the female parents of the Na- 
bgb of Oude, in justification of the violence offered 
to them, did volunjtarily and of his own accord 
make himself an accuser of the Resident Middleton 
for the want of a literal execution df his orders in 
the plans of extortion and rapine aforesaid ; the 
criminal nature, spirit, ^nd tendency, of the said 
proceedings, for the defective execution of which 
he brought the said charge, appearing in the de- 
fence or apolog}^ made by Mr. Middleton, the Re- 
sident, for his temporary and short forbearances. 

LXXXVI. 

“ It could not, I flatter myself, be termed a 
** long or unwarrantable delay, (two daj’^sj'^^ when 
the importance of the business, and the* peculiar 

embarrassments 
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\ ‘ ezabarrassments attend ing the prosecution of it 
** to its desired end, are considered. The Nabob 
was son to the Begum, whom w^e were to pro- 
• ceed against; a son against a mother must at 
“ least save appearances in Ms mode of proceeding. 
“ — The produce of his negotiation ’sp.n^to be re- 
“ ceived by the Company. Receivili^p benefit, 
“ accompanying the Nabob, ^'ithdrawi]^ their 
“ protection, were circumstances sufficient to mark 
“ the English as the principal movers in this btisi- 
“ ness. At a Court, where no opportunity is lost 
“ to throw odium on us, so favourable an occasion 
“ was not missed to persuade the Nabob, that we 
instigated him to dishonour his family for our 
“ benefit. The impressions made by these sug- 
“ gestions constantly retarded the progress, and 
“ more than once actually broke off the business ; 
“ which rendered the utmost caution on my part 
necessary, especially as I had no assistance to 
“ expect from the ministejgs, who could not openly 
“ move in the business. In the East, it is well 
“ known, that eiio man, either by himself or his 
“ troops, can enter the walls of a Zenana, scarcely 
in the case of acting against an open enemy, 
“ much less of an ally ; — an ally acting against 
** his own another. The outer walls, and the Be- 
“ gum’s agents, were all, that were liable to imme- 
“ di^H a*ttack ; tl\py were dealt with, and success- 
“ fully, ‘*as , the event proved.” — He had before 

observed 
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observed to Mr. Hastings, in his correspondence, 
what Mr. Hastings well knew to be true, “ that 
“ no further rigour than that he had exerted could 
‘ ‘ be used against females in that country ; where 
“force could be employed it was not spared. — 
“ That t^^|>la€e of concealment was only known 
‘ ‘ to the eunuchs, who could not be drawn 

“ out pj^ the women’s apartments, where they had 
“ taken refuge, and from which, if an attempt had 
“ been made to storm them, they might escape ; 
and the secret of the money being known only 
to them, it was necessary to get their persons 
into his hands, which could be obtained by 
“ negotiation only.” — The Resident concluded his 
defence by declaring his “ hope, that if the main 
“ object of his orders was fulfilled, he should be 
“ no longer held criminal for a deviation from the 
“ precise letter of them.” 

Lx:5xvii. 

That the said Warren Hastings did enter a reply 
to this answer, in support of his criminal charge, 
continuing to insist, “ that his orders ought to have 
“ been literally obeyed,” although he did not deny, 
that the above difiiculties occurred, and the above 
consequences must have been the result ; and 
though the# reports of the military oflBcerSj charged 
with the execution of his commission, coJii*med 
the moral impossibility', as well as inutility in point 

VOL. XII. G - of 
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of profit, of forcing a son to greater violence and 
rigour against his mother. 

. LXXXVIII. 

That the said Hastings, after all the acts afore- 
said, did presume to declare on •reco^, in his 
Minute of the 23d September 1783, • *^^®at what- 
ever may happen of the events, ^hich hi^dreads, 
“ in the train of affairs now subsisting, he shall at 
“ least receive this consolation under them, that 
he used his utmost exertions to prevent them ; 
“ and that in the annals of the nations of India, 
“ which have been subjected to the British do- 
minions, HE shall not he r&menihered among 
“ their oppressors.'^ And, speaking of certain 
alleged indignities offered to the Nabob of Oude, 
and certain alleged suspicious of his authority with 
regard to the m'anagement of his household, he the 
said Hastings did, in the said Minute, endeavour 
to excite the spirit of the,J3ritish nation, severely 
animadverting on such oi|’ences, making use of the 
following terms*: ‘‘ If there be a spark of gene- 
“ rous virtue in the breasts of any of my country- 
“ men, who shall be the readers of this compila- 
“ tion, this letter [a letter of complaint from the 
“ Nabob] shall stand for an instrument to awaken 
“it to the call of vengeance against 8o flagitious 
“ an^%buse of authority, and reproach to the 

“ British* name.” 

% 


From 
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From her Excellency the Ehxm Begum to Mr, 
Bristow, Resident at the Vizier's Court. • 

THERg is np necessity to write to you by way 
or infori^tiQa\ a detail of nay sufferings. From 
commoR report, §nd the intelligence of those, who 

''‘V 

are about you, - the account of them will have 
reached your ears : I will here relate a part of 
them. 

After the death of Suja Dowla, most of his un- 
grateful servants were constantly labouring to gratify 
their enmity ; but finding from the firm and sincere 
friendship, which subsisted between me and the 
English, that the accomplishment of their purposes^ 
was frustrated, they formed the design of occasion- 
ing a breach in that alliance, to etisure their own 
success. I must acquaint you, that my son Asuf 
111 Dowla had formerlj^ threatened to seize my 
Jaghire ; but upon producing the treaty signed by 
you, and showing it to Mr. Middleton, he inter- 
fered, and prevented the impending evil. — The 
conspiration now framed an accusation against me 
of a conduct, which I never had conceived even in 
idea, of rendering assistance to Rajah Cheit Sing. 
The particulars are as follow : — my son, Asuf ul 
Dowla and his ministers, witlt troops, and iftrain 
of artillery, accompanied by Mr. Middletcfli, on the 

G 2 . Kltli 
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16th of the month of Mohurumj^ arrived at Fyza- 
bad) and made a demand of a crore of rupees. 
As my inability to pay so vast a sum was mani- 
fest, I produced the treaty you signed and gave 
me, but to no effect : their hearts were determined 
upon violence. I offered my son Asuf pi Dowla, 
whose will is dearer to me than all hiy- riches, or 
even life itself, whatever money and goods I was 
possessed of ; but an amicable adjustment seemed 
not worth accepting ; he demanded the delivering 
up the fort, and the recall of the troops, that were 
stationed for the preserving the peace of the city. 
To me tumult and discord appeared unnecessary. 
I gave up these points, upon which they seized 
upon my head eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn and 
iBehar Ally Cawn, and sent them to Mr. Middle- 
ton, after having obliged them to sign a bond for 
sixty lacks of rupees ; they were thrown into prison, 
with fetters about their feet, and denied food and 
water. I, who had never .«even in my dreams ex- 
perienced such an oppr<s^ssion, gave up all 1 had 
to preserve my honour aqd dignity ; but this would 
not satisfy their demands ; they charged me with 
a rupee and a half batta upon each Mohur, and 
on this account laid claims upon me to the amount 
of six lacks some thousand rupees, and sent Major 
Gil pm to exact the payment. Major Gilpin, ac- 
cordlil% to orders^ et first was importunate but 
being a "man of experience, and of a benevolent 

disposition, 
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disposition, when he was convinced of my want of 
means, he changed his conduct, and was willing to 
apply to the Shroifs and Bankers to lend me the 
money. But with the loss of my Jaghires m^ 
credit was sunk ; I could not raise the sum ; at last, 
feeling my helpless situation, I collected my ward- 
robe and furiiiture, to the amount of about three 
lacks of rupees, besides fifty thousand rupees which 
I borrowed from one place or other, and sent Ma- 
jor Gilpin with it to Lucknow. My sufferings did 
not terminate here. The disturbances of Colonel 
Hannay and Mr. Gordon were made a pretence for 
seizing my Jaghire. The state of the matter is 
this : when Colonel Hannay was by Mr. Hastings 
ordered to march to Benares during the troulftes 
of Cheit Sing, the Colonel, who had plundered th% 
whole country, was incapable of proceeding, from 
the union of thotisands of Zemindars, who had seized 
this favourable opportunity ; they harassed Mr. Gor- 
don near Juriivard, and ^he Zemindars of that place 
and Acberpore opposed Isds march from thence, till 
he arrived near Sanda. As the Sflnda Nutta, from 
its overflowing, was diflicult to cross without a bo^t, 
Mr. Gordon sent to the Fouzdar to supply him : 
he replied, the boats were all in the river, but 
w'ould, according to orders, assist him as soon as 
possible. ‘Mr. Gordon’s situation would noj^drnit 
of. his waiting; he forded the Nutta up*S his 
elephant, and was hospitably entertained and prp- 

G 3 • tected 
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tected by the Fouzdar for six days. In the mean 
time a letter was received by me from Colonel 
Hannay, desiring me to escort Mr. Gordon to Fy- 
zabad. As my friendship for the English was 
always sincere, 1 readily complied, and sent some 
companies of Nejeebs to escort Mi*. Gordon, and 
all his effects, to Fyzabad ; where, having provided 
for his entertainment, I effected iiis junction with 
Colonel Hannay. The letters of thanks I re- 
ceived from both these gentlemen upon this occa- 
sion are still in my possession ; copies of which 1 
gave in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to 
Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them to the 
Governour-General. To be brief, those, who have 
loiAed me with accusations, are now clearly cotf- 
victed of falsehood. But is it- not extraordinary, 
notwithstanding the justness of my cause, that 
nobody relieves my misfortunes ? Why did Major 
Gilpin return without effect ? 

My prayers have beert constantly offered to 
Heaven for your arrival*; report has announced 
it ; for which rehson 1 have taken up the pen, and 
request you will not place implicit confidence in 
my accusers, but, weighing in the scale of justice 
their falsehoods and my representations, you will 
exert your influence in putting a period to the mis- 
fortuqi^^s, .with which I am overwhelmed'. 
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Copy of a letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar 
Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cavm. 

the "pleasure to receive your friendly 
letter, fraught with benevolence ; and whatever 
favours you, niy friends, have been pleased to 
confer respecting Mr. Gordon afforded me the 
greatest pleasure. 

Placing a firm reliance on your friendship, I 
am in expectation, that the aforesaid gentleman, 
with his baggage, will arrive at Fyzabad in safety, 
that the same may oblige and afford satisfaction 
to me. 0 

A letter from Mil Gordon is enclosed to you— 
I am in expectation of its being enclosed in a 
cover to the Aumil of Saunda, to the end that the 
Aumil may forward it to the abovementipned 
gentleman, and procur^.his reply. Whenever the 
answer arrives let it be delivered to Hoolas Roy, 
who will forward it to mci. • 

Always rejoice me by a few lines respecting 
your health (Continue to honour me with your 
correspondence) . 
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Oqj^ of a letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar 
and 3ahar Ally Cawn, ^ 

Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, remain 
under the protection of God. 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindness, ac- 
companied by an honorary letter from the Begum 
Saib, of exalted dignity, and enclosing a letter from 
Mr. Gordon, sent through your Hircarahs, obliged 
and rejoiced me. 

With respect to what you communicate regard- 
ing your not having received an answer to your 
friendly epistle, I became perfectly astonished, as 
a i^ply was written from Mohadree ; it may be 
owing to the danger of the road, that it never 
arrived ; not to the smallest neglect on my side 
(or of mine). 

I how send two letters to you ; one by the Dawk 
people, and the second l[)y one of my Hircarahs 
(who will presen^. them to you), which you certainly 
will receive. 

‘ I am extremely well contented and pleased with 
the friendship you have shown. 

You wrote me to remain perfectly easy con- 
cerning Mr. Gordon. — Verily, from the kindness of 
you, rily indulgent friends, my heart is quite easy. 
You alsd observed and mentioned, that as Mr. 

Gordon's 
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Gordon’s coming with those attached to him (pro- 
bably his Sepoys and others) might be attended 
with difficulty, if I approved, he should be invited 
alone to Fyzabad. — My friends, I place my ex^ 
pectation entirely upon your friendships, and leave 
it to you to adopt the manner, in which the said 
gentleman nfay arrive in security without moles- 
tation at Fyzabad ; but at the same time, let the 
plan be so maiiaged, that it may not come to the 
knowledge of any Zemindars ; in this case, you 
are men of discernment. However, he is to 
come to Fyzabad ; extend your assistance and 
endeavours. 

It is probable, that the Begum Saib, of high 
dignity, has received authentick intelligence ^m 
the camp at Benares. Favour me with the con- 
tents or purport. 

From Mr. Gordon’s letter I understand, that 
Mirza Imaum Baksh, whom you dispatched thither, 
(Saunda,) has and st^l continues to pay great 
attention to that gentlemjn, which affords me great 
pleasure. , • 

An answer to the Begum's letter is to be pre- 
sented. I also send a letter for Mr. Gordon, which 
please to forward. 
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jin Address from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 

Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and geierosity, 
&c. whom God preserve. 

Your exalting letter, fraught li^ith grace and 
benevolence that through your unbounded gene- 
rosity and goodness was sent through grace and 
favour, I had the honour to receive in a fortunate 
moment ; and whatever you were pleased to write 
respecting Mr. Gordon, “ that as at this time the 
“ short-sighted and deluded Ryots had carried 
“ their disturbances and ravages beyond all bounds, 
“ Mr. Gordon’s coming with his whole people 
“ adherents) might be attended with difficulty ; 
“ and therefore, if I chose, he should be invited to 
“ come alone.” Now as your Highness is the 
best judge, your faithful servant reposeth his most 
unbpunded hopes and expectation upon your 
Highness, that the aforefiaid Mr. Gordon may 
arrive at Fyzabad with<$mt any apprehension or 
danger. I shall' be then extremely honoured and 
obliged. 

Considering me in the light of a firm and faithful 
servant, continue to honour and exalt me by your 
letters. 

What further can I say ? 


A Copy 
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jd Copy of an Address from Mr. Gordon to the 

Begum. 

Begiltn Saib, of exalted dignity and generosity, 
whom God preserve. 

t 

After preseifting the usual professions of servi- 
tude, &c. in fhe customary manner, my address is 
presented. • 

Your gracious letter, in answer to the petition of 
your servant from Goondah, exalted me. From 
the contents, I became unspeakably impressed 
with the honour it conferred. May the Almighty 
protect that royal purity, and bestow happiness, 
increase of wealth and prosperity. 

• The welfare of your servant is entirely 
to your favour and •benevolence. A few days have 
elapsed since I arrived at Goondah with the Co- 
lonel Saib. 

This is presented for your Highness’s infonna- 
tion. I cherish hopes ^om your generosity, that, 
considering me in the li^it of one of your servants, 
you will always continuQ to exalf and honour me 
with your gracious letters. ^ 

May the sun of prosperity continually shine ! 

Copy of a Letter to Mahommed Jewar Ally Caxcn 
and Bphar Ally Cawn, from Mr, Gordon. 

Sirs, my indulgent friends* 

Remain under, &c. 


After 
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After compliments. I have the pleasure to ac- 
quaint you, thait yesterday having taken leave of 
you, I passed the night at Noorgunge, and next 
tnorning about ten or eleven o’clock, throtigh your 
favour and benevolence, arrived safe at Goondah ; 
Mur Aboo Buksh, Zemindar, and Mur Rustum 
Ally, accompanied me. 

To what extent can I prolong the praises of you, 
my beneficent friends ? May the Supreme Being, 
for this benign, compassionate, humane action, 
have you in his keeping, and increase your pros- 
perity, and speedily grant me the pleasure of an 
interview. Until which time continue to favour 
me with friendly letters, and oblige me by any 
conipnands in my power to execute. 

May your wishes be ever crowned with success ! 

My compliments, &c. &c. &c. 

Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar 
Ally Cawn and liahar Ally Cawn. 

Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends. 

Remain under the protection of the Supreme Being. 

After compliments, and signifying my earnest 
desire of an interview, I address you. 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindness, I 
had the pleasure to receive in a propitious hour, 
and your inexpressible kindness in sending for Mur 
Nassar Ally with a force to Saunda, for the pur- 
pose of conducting Mr. Gordon, with all his bag- 
gage, who is. now arrived at Fyzabad. 


This 
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Tins event has afforded me the most excessive 
pleasure and satisfaction. May the Omnipotence 
preserve you, my stedfast firm friends. The pen 
of friendship itself cannot sufficiently express your 
generosity and benevolence, and that of the Begum 
of high dignity, who so graciously has interested 
herself in this matter. Enclosed is an address for 
her, which please to forward. I hope from your 
friendship, until we meet, you will continue to 
honour me with an account of your health and 
welfare. What further can I write ? 


V. DEVOLUTIONS in FARRUCKABAD. 

I. 

THAT a prince called Ahmed Khan was .of a 
family amongst the mdtet distinguished in Hindus- 
tan, and of a nation famous through that empire 
for its valour in acquiring and its "policy and pru- 
dence in well governing, the territories it had 
quired, called the Patans, or Afghans, of which 
the Rohillas were a branch. The said Ahmed 
Khan had fixed his residence in the city of Far- 
ruckabad,*and in the first, wars of this, nation in 
India, the said Ahmed KhaA Attached himself to 
the Company against Sujah Dowla, then an 

"" enemy, 
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enemy, now a dependent on that Company. Ah- 
med Khan, towards the close of his lifci was dis- 
possessed of a large part of his dominions by the 
prevalence of the Mahratta power ; but his son, a 
minor, succeeded to his pretensions, and to the 
remainder of his dominions. The Mahrattas were 
expelled by Sujah ul Dowla, the late* Vizier, who, 
finding a want of the services of , the son and suc- 
cessor of Ahmed Khan, called Mouzaflfer Jung, 
did not only guaranty him in the possession of 
what he then actually held, but engaged to restore 
all the other territories, which had been occupied 
by the Mahrattas ; and this was confirmed, by 
repeated treaties and solemn oaths, by the late 
Vizier and by the present ; but neither the late 
nor the present Vizier fulfilled Jheir engagements, 
or observed their oaths : the former having with- 
held what he had stipulated to restore, and the 
latter not only subjecting him to a tribute, instead 
of restoring him to what his father had unjustly 
withheld, but, having made a further invasion by 
depriving him ef fifteen of his districts, levying 
the tribute of the whole on the little that remained, 
and putting the small remains of his territory under 
a sequestrator or collector appointed by Almas 
Ali Khan, who did grievously afilict and oppress 
the prince and territory aforesaid. „ 

That the hardships ^of his case being frequently 
represented to Warren Hastings, Esquire, he did 

suggest 
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suggest a doubt, whether “ that little ought to be 
“ still subject to tribute,” indicating, that the said 
tribute might Ije hard and inequitable ; but what- 
ever its justice might have been, that “ from the 
‘‘ earliest p&riod of our connexion willik the present 
“ Nabob of Oude, it had invariably continued a 
part of the* funds assigned by his Excellency as 
‘‘ a provision fov the liquidation of the several 
“ publick demands of this Government (Calcutta) 
upon him ; and in consequence of the powers 
“ the Board deemed it expedient to vest in the 
“ Resident at his court, for the collection of the 
‘‘ Company’s assignments, a Sezauwil [a seques- 
“ trator] has always been stationed to enforce by 
evety means in his power the payment of the 
“ tribute.” And the said tribute was, in conse- 
quence of this arrangement, not paid to the Na- 
bob, but to the British Resident at Oude ; and the 
same being therefore under the direction, and for 
the sole use, of the Qpmpany, and indeed* the 
prince himself wholly d^endent, the representa- 
tives of the said Company were responsible for the 
protection of the prince, and for the good govern- 
ment of the country. * 


II. 

That the said Warren Hastings did, on the 22d 
of May 1780, represent to tbe. Board of Calcutta 
the condition of the said country in tlie'following 
manner : ^ 


“ To* 
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To the total want of all order, regularity, or 
“ authority in his government [the Fairuckabad 
Government) among other ohmous^au^, it may, 
V no doubt, be owing, that the country of Farruck- 
** abad is by^bme an almost entire wasie^ without 
“ cultivation ^ or inhabitants ; that tl^e capital, which 
“ but a very short time ago was distinguished as 
“ one of the xu.os,t populous and opulent commercial 
cities in Hindostan, at present exhibits nothing 
hut scenes of the most wretched poverty, deso- 
lation and misery : and the Nabob himself, 
“ though in possession of a tract of country, which, 
“ with only common care, is notoriously capable 
“ of yielding an annual revenue of between thirty 
“ and forty lacks (three or four hundred thousand 
“ pounds) with no military establishment to main- 
tain^ scarcely commanding the means of hare sub- 
“ sistence.’’ Aifd the said Warren Hastings, taking 
into consideration the said state of the country, 
and its prince, and that tljje latter had preferred 
** frequent complaints" (w^ich complaints the said 
Hastings to that time ^did not lay before the 
Board, as his duty required) “ q/* the hardships 
“ and indignities^ to which he is subjected by the 
“ conduct of the Sezauwil [sequestrator] stationed 
“ in the country for the purpose of levying the 
“ annual tribute, which he is bound by treaty to 
pay"^-to* the Soubah of Oude he, the said 
Hastings,* did declare himself “ extremely desirous, 
“ as well h*||n motives of common justice^ as due 

“regard 
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regard to the ra»A, which that CJdef hoMs among 
“ tJw Princes of Hwdostan^ of affording him relief.** 
And he, the s^d Warren Hastings, as the means of 
the said relief^ did, with the consent of the Board, 
order the said native sequestrator removed, 

and an English Resident, a servant of the Com- 
pany, to be appointed in his room, declaring, “ he 
‘ ‘ understood a , local interference to be indis- 
pensably necessary for realizing the Vizier's just 
demands.*’ 


III. 

That the said native sequestrator being with- 
drawn, and a Resident appointed, no complaint 
^hat^er concerning the collection of the revenue, 
or of any indigniti^es offered to the prince of the 
country, or oppression of his subjects by the said 
Resident, was made to the supertour Council at 
Calcutta; yet the said Warren Hastings did, ne- 
vertheless, in a eertain,.paper, purporting to be a 
treaty made at Chunar ^ith the Nabob of Oude 
on the 19 th of September 17 . 81 , ai the request of 

the said Nabob, consent to an article therein, 

• 

“ that no English Resident be appointed to Far- 
“ ruckabad, and that the present be recalled ;** 
and the said Warren Hastings knowing, that the 
Nabob of Oude was ill affected towards the said 
Nabob of Farruckabad, and that he was already 
supposed to have oppressed him, did jtistify his 
VOL. XII. H m conduct 
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conduct on the principles, and in the words fol- 
lowing; “ that if the Nabob MozafFer Jung must 
“ endure oppression, (and I dare at this time 
propose his total relief) it concerns the reputation 
“ of our Go^|nment to remove our participation 
in it,"* And the said Warren Hastings making, 
recording, and acting upon the fir^U of the said 
false and inhuman suppositions, /nost scandalous 
to this nation, nahiely, that princes* paying money 
wholly for the use of the Company, and directly to 
its agent, for the maintenance of British troops, by 
whose force and power the said revenue was in 
effect collected, must of necessity endure oppres- 
sion, and that our Government at any time dare 
not propose their total relief, was an high OTence 
and misdemeanor in the said Warren Hastings, and 
the rather, because in the said treaty, as well as 
before and after,* the said Hastings, who pretended 
not to dare to relieve those oppressed by the Nabob 
of Oude, did assume a complete authority over the 
» said Nabob himself, and ditl dare to oppress him. 

IV. 

^That the second principle assumed by the said 
* Warren Hastings, as a ground for voluntarily aban- 
doning the protection of those, whom he had before 
undertaken to relieve, on the sole strength of his 
oum authority, andjri full confidence of the lawful 
foundatioh thereof, and for delivering over the 
H persons 
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persons so taken into protection, under false names 
and pretended descriptions, to known oppression, 
asserting, that ^the reputation of the Company was 
saved by removing this apparent participation, 
when the new, as well as the old, arr^^|ements were 
truly and substantially acts of the British Govern- 
ment, was disingenuous, deceitful, and used to 
cover unjustifiable designs, sinc6 the said Warren 
Hastings well knew, that all oppressions exercised 
by the Nabob of Oude were solely, and in this 
instance particularly, upheld by British force, and 
were imputed to this nation ; and because he him- 
self, in not more than three days after the execution 
of this treaty, and in virtue thereof, did direct the 
British Resident at Oude in orders, to which he 
required his most ^ implicit obedience^ “ that the 
ministers (the Nabob of Oude’s ministers) are 
“ to choose all Aumils and collectors of revenue 
“ with your concurrence.” And the dishonour to 
the Company in thus,, deceitfully concurring in 
oppression, which they v^re able and were bound 
to prevent, is much aggravated b^the said Warren 
Hastings’s receiving from the person, to whose 
oppression he had delivered the said prince, as a 
private gift or donation to himself, and for his own 
use, a sum of money, amounting to one hundred 
thousand pounds and upwards, which might give 
just ground of suspicion, that J:he said gift from the 
oppressor to the person surrendering the person 

H 2 ^ injured 
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injured to his mercy might have had some share 
in the said criminal transaction. 

. ■ V. ^ 

That the s^^ Warren Hastings did (in the paper 
justifying the said surrender of the prince, put by 
himself under the protection of th« East-India 
Company) assert, “ that it was fact, that the 
“ Nabob MuzzattOr Jung (the Nabob of Farruck- 
“ abad) is equally urgent with the Nabob Vizier 
“for the removal of a Resident,” without pro- 
ducing, as he ought to have done, any document 
to prove his improbable assertion, namely, his as- 
sertion, that the oppressed prince did apply to his 
known enemy and oppressor, the Nabob of 0ude, 
(who, if he would, was not able to relieve him 
against the will of the English Government) rather 
than to that English Government, which he must 
have conceived to be more impartial, to which he 
had made his former complaint, and which was 
alone able to relieve him. , 

t 

VI. 

Yhat the said Warren Hastings, in the said 
writing, did further convey an insinuation of an 
ambiguous, but, on any construction, of a suspicious 
and dangei’ouB import ; viz. “ it is a fact^ that Mr. 
“ Shee’s (the Resident's) authority over the terri- 
“ tory of '*Farrflckabad is in itself as much sub- 

“ versive 
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“ versive of that (of the lawful mlers) as that of 
** the Vizier’s Aumil (collector) ever was, and is 
“ the more oppressive j as the power from whence 
“it is derived is greater.” The said assertion 
proceeds upon a supposition of thmilegality both 
of the Nabob^s and the Company’s Government ; 
all consideration of the title to autHbrity being 
therefore on that supposition put out of the ques- 
tion, and the whole turning only upon the exercise 
of authority, the said Hastings’s suggestion, that 
the oppression of government must be in proportion 
to its power, is the result of a false and dangerous 
principle, and such as it is criminal for any person 
intrusted with the lives and fortunes of men to 
^entertain, much more publickly to profess as a 
rule of action, as the same hath a direct tendency 
to make the new and powerful Government of this 
kingdom in India dreadful to flie natives, and 
odious to the world. But if the said Warren Hast- 
ings did mean thereby^ndirectly to insinuate, that 
oppressions had been actually exercised under the 
British authority, he was .bound tonnquire into these 
oppressions, and to animadvert on the person 
guilty of the same, if proof thereof could be had ; 
and the more, as the authority was given bjr him- 
self^ and the person exercising it was by himself 
also named. And the said Warren Hastings did 
on another occasion assert, that»“ whether they were 
“ well or ill founded he never had an o’pportunity 

H 3 ^ “ to 
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“ to ascertain.” But it is not true, that the said 
Hastings did or could want such opportunity ; the 
fact being, that the said Warren Hastings did 
never causQ any inquiry to be made into any 
supposed abtales, during the said Residency, but 
did give a pension of fifteen hundred pounds a 
year to th#said late Resident, as a c compensation 
to him for an injury received, and did afterwards 
promote the Resident, as a faithful* servant of the 
Company, (and nothing appears to show him other- 
wise) to a judicial office of high trust ; thereby 
taking away all credit from any grounds asserted 
or insinuated by the said Hastings for delivering 
the said Nabob of Farruckabad to the hand of a 
known enemy and oppressor, who had already, 
contrary to repeated treaties, deprived him of a 
large part of his territories. 

VII. 

That on tlc said Warre/i Hastings’s represent- 
ation of the transaction aforesaid to the Court of 
Directors, they dsd heavily and justly censure the 
said Warren Hastings for the same, and did con- 
vey their censure to him, recommending relief to 
the silSering prince, but without any order for send- 
ing a new Resident ; being, as it may be supposed, 
prevented from taking that step by the faith of the 
treaty made at Chunar. 


VIII. That 



AGAINST WARBEN HASTINGS. 103 

VIII. 

That all the oppressions foreseen by him the 

said Warren Hastings, when he made the article 

1!^' 

aforesaid in the treaty of Chunar, di(hactiially hap- 
pen ; for immediately on the removal of the British 
Resident, th«. country of FarruckabaJl^ was sub- 
jected to the discretion of a certain native manager 
of revenue, called Almas Ali Khan, who did im- 
poverish and oppress the country, and insult the 
prince, and did deprive him of all subsistence from 
his own estates ; taking from him even his gardens, 
and the tombs of his ancestors, and the funds for 
maintaining the same. 

* IX. 

That on complaint of those proceedings, the 
said Hastings did of his own authority, and with- 
out communicating* with his Council, direct the 
native collector aforesaid to be retilbved, and the 
territory of Farruckabad to be left to the sole ma- 
nagement of its natural^ prince.* But in a short 
time the said Hastings, pretending to receive many 
complaints purporting, that the tribute to the 
Nabob remained wholly unpaid, and the a^nt to 
the prince of Farruckabad at the Presidency, and 
afterwards chief manager to the prince aforesaid, 
having, as the said Warren Hastings saith, “ had 
“ the insolence to propagate a report,* that the 

H 4 interference^ 
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interference^ to which his master owed the power 
** he then enjoyed, was purchased through him,” he 
^ie> said Hastings did again (but, as before, with- 
out the Council) “ withdraw his protection and 
“ interference^ altogether” on or about tlife month 
of August 1782, and did signify «his resolution, 
through t]^ Resident Middleton, to the Nabob 
Vizier. But the said Hastings asserts, that “ the 
“ consequence of this his own second dereliction 
“ of the prince of Farruckabad was an aggravated 
** renewal of the severities exercised against his 
government, and the re-appointment of a Seza- 
“ wall, with powers delegated, or assumed, to the 
utter extinction of the rights of Muzuffer Jung, 
“ and actually depriving him of the means of sub- 
“ si^tence,” And the said Hastings did receive, 
on 16th of February 1783, from the prince 
aforesaid a bitter complaint of the same to the 
following tenour : 

“ The mii^ies, whichi. have fallen upon my 
“ country, and the poverty and distress, which 
have been heaped upon me by the re-appoint- 
“ ment of the Sezawall, are such, that a relation 
“ of them would, 1 am convinced, excite the 
8tr<3|^est feelings of compassion in your breast. 
But it is impossible to relate them ; on one side, 
“ my country ruined, and uncultivated to a degree 
“ of desolation, whjcj;i exceeds all description ; on 
the oth^, my domestick concerns and connexions 
.. ** involved 
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“ involved in such a state of distress and korrour^ 

“ that even the relations, the children, and the wives 

. . . • 

* ‘ {f my father^ are starving in want of daily bread, 
“ and are on the point of flying voluntary easily 
from their country, and from each other.^' 

But althougl>the said Hastings did, on the 16th 
of February, receive and admit the jusUce of the 
said complaint, and did not deny the urgent neces- 
sity of redress, the said letter containing the fol- 
lowing sentence, “ if there should be any delay in 
“ your acceptance of this proposal, my existence 
‘ ‘ and the existence of my family will become difficult 
‘‘ and doubtful — and although he did admit the 
interference to be the more urgently demanded, 
‘vas the services of the English troops have been 
“ added to enforce ^he authority of the Sezaw|||l,” 
and although he admits also, that even beforl^^liat 
time similar complaints and applications had been 
made, yet he did withhold the said letter of com- 
plaint, a Minute of whi^ he asserts had, at or 
about that time, prepared/for the relief of the suf- 
ferer, from the Board of .Council,* and did not so 
much as propose any thing relative to the san^e 
for seven months after, viz. until the 6th of Octo- 
ber 1783 ; the said letter and Minute being, H he 
asserts, “ withheld, from causes not necessary to 
“ mention, -from presentation.” By which means 
the said country and prince did suffer a long con- 
tinuance of unnecessary hardship, from which the 

said 
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said Hastings confessed it was his duty to relieve 
them, and that a British Resident was necessary 
at Farruckabad ** from a sense of submission to the 
implied orders of the Court of Directors, in their 
“ letter of 1783, lately received, added to the con~ 
viction I have LONG SIN CL entertained of 
“ the nec^hidty of such an appointmepi for the pre~ 
“ servation of our national credif^ and the means 
“ of rescuing an ancient and respectable family 
“ from ruin.” 

And the said Warren Hastings did at length 
perform what he thought had long since been ne- 
cessary : and in contradiction to his engagements 
with the Nabob in the treaty of Chunar ; and 
against his strong remonstrances, urging his huaii- 
liation from this measure, and the faith of the 
agri^ment, and against his own former declaration, 
that it concerned the reputation of our Government 
to remove our participation in the oppressions, 
w'hich he, tlK said Hastin^gs, supposed the prince 
of Farruckabad must ui|dergo, did once more re- 
commend to tke Council a British Resident at 

• 

Farruckabad, and the withdrawing the native Se- 
zewall ; no course being left to the said Hastings 
to tlUe, W'hich was not a violation of some engage- 
ment, and a contradiction to some principle of 
justice and policy by him deliberately advanced, 
and entered on record.’ 

That Mr. Willes being appointed Resident, and 
•• having 
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having arrived at Farruckabad on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary 1784, with instructions to inquire minutely 
into the state of the country and the ruling family, 
he, the said Resident Willes, in obedience thereto', 
did fully explain to him, the Governour-General, 
the said Warren* Hastings, (he being then out of the 
Company’s provinces, at Lucknow^ on a Relegation, 
which respected this very country as part of the 
dependencies of* Oude) the situation of the pro- 
vince of Farruckabad ; but the said Warren Hast- 
ings did not take or recommend any measure what- 
soever for the relief thereof in consequence of the 
said representation ; nor even communicate to the 
Council-General the said representation ; and if 
wfis not until the 28th of June 1783, that is, six- 
teen months from tl^e arrival of the Resident at his 
station, that any thing was laid before the Board 
relative to the regulation or relief of the distressed 
country aforesaid, and that, not from the said 
Warren Hastings, but from other Members of the 
Council ; which purposed peglect of duty, joined to 
the preceding wilful delay of seven months- in pro- 
posing the said relief originally, caused near two 
years’ delay. And the said Warren Hastings is 
further culpable in not communicating to the Wiiin- 
cil Board the order, which he had of his own autho- 
rity, and 'Without any powers from them, given to 
the said resident Willes, and did thereby prevent 
them from taking such steps as might counteract 

the 
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th^ ill effects of the said order ; which order pur- 
jported, that the said Willes was not to interfere with 
the Nabob of Farruckabad’s Government, for the 


regulation of which he was in effect appointed to 
the Residency ; declaring as follows : “I rely 
“ much on your moderation and good judgment, 
** which I^hope will enable you 1^ regulate your 
“ conduct towards the Nabob and his servants in 


“ such a manner, that without interfering in the 
‘‘ executive part of his government you may render 
“ him essential service hy your council and advice.'^ 
And this restriction the said Hastings did impose, 
which totally frustrated the purpose of the Resi- 
dent's mission, though he well kneV, and had fre- 
quently stated, the extreme imbecility and weakness 
of the said Nabob of FarruckaJ^ad, and his subjec- 
tion to unworthy servants. And in the Minute of 
Consultation, Upon which he founded the appoint- 
ment, he did state the Nabob of Farruckabad as 
“ a weak aUu unexperienced young man, who had 
abandoned himself eivtirely to the discretion of 
“ his servants ;• and the, restoration of his indepen- 
dence was followed by a total breach of the 
“ engagements he had promised to fulfil, attended 
byl' pointed instances of contumacy and dis- 
“ respect.” And in the said Minute the said 
Hastings adds (as before mentioned), bis principal 
servant and manager had propagated a report, that 
the interference^ (namely, his the said Hastings’s 

interference) 
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“ interference) to which his master owed the power 
‘‘ he then enjoyed, was purchased by him,” the 
principal servant aforesaid ; yet he, the said Hast-*"* 
ings, who had assigned on record the character of 
the said Nabob, and the conduct of his servants, 
and the aforesai^l report of his principal servant, so 
highly dishonourable to him the said listings, as 
reasons for taong away the independency of the 
Nabob of Farruckabad, and the subjecting him to 
the oppression of the Nabob of Oude’s officer, 
Almar Ali, did again establish the pretended inde- 
pendence of the said prince of Farruckabad, and 
the real independence of his corrupt and perfidious 
servants, not against the Nabob of Oude, but 
against a British Resident appointed by himself 
(“as a character eminently qualified for such a 
“ charge ”) for the correction of those evils, and 
for rendering the prince aforesaid a» useful ally to 
the Company, and restoring his dominions to order 
and plenty. ^ 

That the said Hastings did not only disable the 
Resident at Farruckabad by his s^id prohibitory 
letter, but did render his very remaining at all in 
that station perfectly precarious by a subsequent 
letter, rendering him liable to dismission l^the 
Vizier — thereby changing the tenure of the Resi- 
dent’s office, and changing him from a minister of 
the Company, dependent on the^ Qovernour- General 
in Council, to a dependent upon an unre&'^)onsible 

power ; 
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power ; in this also acting without the Council, 
and by his own usurped authority ; and accordingly 
the Resident did declare, in his letter of the 24th 
ef April 1785, “ that the situation of the country 
“ was more distressful than when he (the prince 
“ of Farruckabad) addressed himself for relief in 
“ 1783 ; iwd that he was sorry to sa .y, that his ap- 
pointment at Farruckabad was,of^o use.” That 
though the old tribute could not be paid, owing to 
famine, and other causes, it was increased by a new 
imposition, making the whole equal the entire gross 
produce of the revenue ; that therefore there will 
not be ‘ ‘ any thing for the subsistence of the Nabob 
“ and family.'* And the uncles of the said Nabob 
of Farruckabad, the brethren of the late Ahmed 
Khan (who had rendered important services to tlie 
Company) and their children, in a petition to the 
Resident, represented, that soon after the succes- 
sion of Mouzaffer Jung “ their misery commenced. 
“ T^he Jaghiires (lands an (Restates), on which they 
“ subsisted, were disallo\red. Our distress is great ; 
“ we have neither clothes nor food. Though we 
“ felt hurt at the idea of explaining our situation, 
“ yet, could we have found a mode of conveyance, 
“ w^' would have proceeded to Calcutta for redress. 
“ The scarcity of grain this season is an additional 
“ misfortune. With difficulty we support life. 

From "your presence without the provinces 
“ we ex^pect relief. It is not the custom of the 

“ Company 
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Company to deprive the Zemindars and Jaghire- 
“ dars of the means of subsistence. To your j ustice 
“ we look up.” 

This being the situation of the person and family 
of the Nabob of Farruckabad and his nearest rela- 
tions, the state af the country and its capital, pre- 
vented from al L jelief by the said W arren Hastings, 
is described, nr t^e following words, by the Resi- 
dent Willes 

“ Almas Ali has taken the Pergunnah of Marara 

“ at a very inadequate rent, and his Auinils have 

“ seized many adjacent villages ; the Pergunnahs 

“ of Cocutmowand Souje are constantly plundered 

by his people. The collection of the Gauts near 

“^Futty Ghur has been seized by the Vizier's Cut- 

“ wal, and the Zemindars in four Pergunnahs are 

“ so refractory as to have forfeited themselves in 

their Gurries, and to refuse all payments of re- 

“ venue. This is the state of the Pergunnahs; 

and Farruckabad, wJ^h was oncd'^tke seat of 

great opulence and trade, is now daily deserted 

“ by its inhabitants ; its walls mouldering away, 

“ without police, without protection ; exposed to the 

depredations of a banditti of two or three hundred 

“ robbers, who, night after night, enter it for phiU’' 

** der, murdering all who oppose them. The ruin 

“ that has ^>vertaken this country, is not to be won- 

‘ ‘ dered at, when it is consHderedy dhat there has been 

(< 
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no stable g&oernment for many years^ .The^e has 
“ been the Nabob Vizier’s authority, his ministers, 
“ the Residents at Lucknow, the Seza walls, the 
camp authority, the Nabob Muzuffer Jung’s, 
“ and that of twenty Dewans or advisers. No 
“ authority sufficiently predominant to establish 
“ any regulations for the benefit the country, 
“ whilst each authority has been e::^ted, as oppor- 
“ tunity offered, for temporary purposes.” 

“ Such being the present deplorable state of 
“ Farruckabad and its districts, in the ensuing 
“ year it will be in vain to look for revenue, if 
“ some regulations equal to the exigency be not 
“ adopted. The whole country will be divided 
between the neighbouring powerful Aumils, the 
refractory Zemindars, and banditti of robbers ; 
and the Patans, who might be made useful sub- 
jects, will fly from the scene of anarchy. The 
crisis appears now come, that either some plan 
of government should be resolved on, so as to 
form faithful subjects on the frontier^ or the 
country be given up to its fate ; and if it be 
‘ abandoned, there can be little doubt but that 

<7 

“ the Mahrattas will gladly seize on a station so 
favourable to incursions into the Vizier’s domi- 
“ nions ; will attach to their interests the Hindoo 
Zemindars, and possess themselves of forts, 
“ which,* with little expense made formidable, 
* “ would 
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“ would give employment perhaps to the whole 
of our force, should it be ever necessary to re- 
“ coyer them.” 

That the Council at Calcutta, on the represent 
tation aforesaid made by the Resident at Farruck- 
abad, did propose tind record a plan for the better 
government o^he said country, but did delay the 
execution of the same, until the arrangements made 
by the said Hastings with the Nabob Vizier should 
be known ; but the said Hastings, as far as in him 
lay, did entirely set aside any plan, that could be 
formed for that purpose upon the basis of a British 
Resident at Farruckabad, by engaging with the 
said Nabob Vizier, that no British influence shall 
bo employed within his dominions, and he has 
engaged to that prince not to abandon him to any 
other mode of relation ; and he has informed the 
Court of Directors, that the territoVies of the Na- 
bob of Oude will be ruined, if Residents are sent 
into them, observing, tjjat “ Residents never will 
“ be sent for any other /purposes than those of 
vengeance and corruption.” • 

That the said Warren Hastings did declare t^ 
the Court of Directors, that in his opinion the 
mode of relief most effectual, and most lenient 
with regard to Farruckabad, would be to nominate 
one of the iamily of the prince to superintend his 
affairs, and to secure the payments ; but tfiis plan, 
which appears to be most connected with tHe rights. 

VOL. XII. I of 
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of the ruling family, whilst it provides against the 
imbecility of the natural lord, and is free from 
his objection to a Resident, is the only one, which 
the said Hastings never has executed, or even 
proposed to execute. 

That the said Hastings, by the agreements afore- 
said, has left the Company in such^ipi alternative, 
that they can neither relieve the said prince of 
Farruckabad from oppression without a breach of 
the engagements entered into by him, the said 
Hastings, with the Nabob Vizier in the name of 
the Company, nor suffer him to remain under the 
said oppression without violating all faith, and all 
the rules of justice with regard to him. And the 
said Hastings hath directly made or authorized no 
less than six revolutions in less than five years in 
the aforesaid harassed province ; by which frequent 
and rapid changes of government, all of them 
made in contradiction to all his own declared 
motives and reasons for .the several acts succes- 
sively done and undone in this transaction, the 
distresses of the country, and the disorders in its 
administration, have been highly aggravated ; and 
in the said irregular proceedings, and in the gross 
and complicated violations of faith with all parties, 
the said Hastings is guilty of high crimes and 
misdemeanours 


VI. DE- 
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VI. DESTRUCTION OF THE RAJAH 
OF SAHLONE. 

I. 

THAT th^ late Nabob of Oude, Suja U1 
Dowla, did (on what reasons of policy, or pre- 
tences of justice, is unknown) dispossess a certain 
native person of distinction or eminent Rajah, 
residing^ in the country of Sahlone, the lineal 
“ descendant of the most powerful Hindoo family 
in that part of Hindostan,” of his patrimonial 
estate ; and conferred the same, or part of the 
same, on his (the Nabob’s) mother as a Jaghire 
[or estate] for the tcurm of her life : and the mother 
of the Nabob, in order to quiet the country, and 
to satisfy in some measure, the principal and other 
inhabitants, did allow and pay a certain pension to 
the said Rajah ; which?* pension, on the general 
confiscation of Jaghires {made at the instigation 
of the said Warren Hastings), ancl by the letting 
the lands so confiscated to farmers at rack-rent*, 
was discontinued, and refused to be paid ; and the 
discontinuance of the said pension, “ on account 
“ of the personal respect born to the Rajah, (as 
“ connexions with him are sought for, and thought 
“ to confer honour^" did cause* an universal dis- 
content, and violent commotions, in the district 

1 2 of 
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of Sahlone, and other parts of the province of 
Oude, with great consequent effusion of blood, and 
interruption, if not total discontinuance, to the 
collection of the Revenues in those parts, other 
than as the same was frregularly, and with great 
damage to the country, enforced British troops. 

II. 

That Mr. Lumsdaine, the ofl5cer employed to 
reduce those disordered parts of the province to 
submission, after several advantages gained over 
the Rajah and his adherents, and expelling him 
from the country, did represent the utter impossi- 
bility of bringing it to a permanent settlement 
‘ ‘ merely by forcible methods ; as in any of his 
“ (the Rajah’s) incursions it would not be neces- 
“ sary to bring even a force with him, as the 
Zemindars [landed proprietors and freeholders] 

“ are much attached to the Rajah, whom they 
“ consider as their hereditary prince, and never 
“ fail to assist him ; and‘that his rebellion against 
“ Government ife not looked on as a crime and 
Mr. Lumsdaine declared it “as his clear opinion, 

“ that the allowing the said Rajah a pension, 

“ suitable to his rank and influence in the country, 

“ would be the most certain mode of obtaining a 
“ permanent peace alleging, among other cogent 
reasons, “ that the* expense of the force neces- 
sary to be employed to subdue the country might 

“ be 
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‘‘ be spared, and employed elsewhere ; and that the 
“ people would return to their villages with their 
cattle and effects, and of course Government 
“ have some security for the Revenue, whereas 
‘‘ present they have none and the representation 
containing that prudent and temperate council, 
given by a ir^itary man of undoubted information 
and perfect experience in the local circumstances 
of the country; was transmitted by the Resident 
Bristow to the said Warren Hastings, who did 
wilfully and criminally omit to order any relief to 
the said Rajah in conformity to the general sense 
and wishes of the inhabitants ; a compliance with 
whose so reasonable an expectation, his duty in 
restoring the tranquillity of the country, and in 
retrieving the honqur of the English Government, 
did absolutely require. But instead of making 
such provision, a price was set upoh his head ; and 
several bodies of British troops being employed to 
pursue him, after many ^irmishes and much blood- 
shed, and mutual waste«of the country, the said 
Rajah, honoured and respected by»the natives, was 
hunted down, and at length killed in a thicket. ^ 


I 3 


*VIL CON- 
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VIL CONTRACTS. 



THAT the Court of Directors of the East- 
India Company had laid down the^^bllowing fun- 
damental rules for the conduct of such of the 
Company’s business in Bengal as could be per- 
formed by Contract ; and had repeatedly and 
strictly ordered the Governour and Council of Fort- 
William to observe those rules ; viz. that all Con- 
tracts should be publickly advertised, and the 
most reasonable proposals accepted ; that the Con- 
tracts of provisions, and for furnishing draught an.d 
carriage-bullocks for the army,, should be annual ; 
and that they should not fail to advertise for and 
receive proposals for those Contracts every year. 

That the said Warren Hastings, in direct dis- 
obedience to the said positive orders, and as the 
Directors themselves sa^y, hy a most deliberate 
breach of his duty, did, in September 1777, accept 
of proposals offered by Ernest Alexander Johnson 
for providing draught and carriage-bullocks, and 
for victualling the Eu|^peans, without advertising 
for proposals, as he was expressly commanded to 
do, and extended the Contract for three years, 
which was positively ordered to be annual; and, 
notwithstanding that extension of the period, which 

ought 
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ought at least to have been compensated by some 
advantage to the Company in the conditions, did 
conclude the said Contract upon terms less advan- 
tageous than the preceding (Jontract, and 
not on the lowest terms pr^burahle : — that the said 
Warren Hastings, in defiance of the judgment and 
lawful order8*gf his superiours, which in this case 
left him no optiop, declared, that he disapproved of 
publishing for proposals, and that the Contract was 
reduced too low already : thereby avowing himself 
the advocate of the Contractor, against whom, as 
representative of the Company, and guardian of 
their interests, he properly was party, and pre- 
ferring the advantage of the Contractor to those 
of his own constituents and employers : — that the 
Court of Directors of the East India Company, 
having carefully considered the circumstances and 
tendency of this transaction, condemned it in the 
strongest terms, declaring, that they would not per- 
mit the Contract to be^continued, and that, “ if 
“ the Contractor should 4;hink himself aggrieved, 
** and take measures in consequeikce, by which the 
“ Company became involved in loss or damage, 
“ they should certainly hold the majority of the 
“ Council responsible for ^ij^h loss or damage, and 
‘‘ proceed against them accordingly.” — That the 
said Warran Hastings, in defiance of orders, which, 
the Directors say, were plain, and unequivocal, did 
in January 1777, receive from George Templer a 

I 4 proposal. 
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proposal, essentially dijpsrent from the advertise- 
ment published by the Governour-General and 
Council for receiving proposals for feeding the 
Company’s elephants, ^nd did accept thereof, not 
only without having r^Durse to the proper means 
for ascertaining whether the said proposal was the 
lowest that would be offered, but - with another 
actually before the Board, nearly 30 per cent, 
lower than that made by the’said George Templer, 
to whom the sa|d Warren Hastings granted a 
Contract, in the terms proposed by the said Temp- 
ler, for three years, and did afterwards extend the 
same to five years, with new and distinct condi- 
tions accepted by the said Warren Hastings, with- 
out advertising for fresh proposals, by w^hich the 
Company were very considerable losers : — on all 
which the Court of Directors declared, that this 
waste of their property could not be permitted : 
“ that he, the said Warren Hastings, had dis- 
“ regarded their authority, and disobeyed their 
“ orders, in not taking the lowest offers and they 
ordered, that the Contract for elephants should be 
annulled ; and the said Directors further declared, 
that “ if the contractor should recover damages of 
“ the Company for l|^ach of engagement, they 
“ were determined, in such case, to institute a suit 
“ at law against those members of the Board, who 
“ had presumed, in, direct breach of their orders, 
to prefer the interests of an individual to that of 

‘‘ the 
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the Company.” — ^That said Warren Hastings 

did in the year 1777 conclude with 

Forde a Contract for an armed vessel for 

the pilotage of the ^ Chittigong river, and for the 
defence of the coast and rlplr against the incursinns 
of robbers, for* the term of five years, in further 
disobedience * of the Company’s orders respecting 
the mode and djiration of Contracts, and with a 
considerable increase %f expense to the Company : 
— that the farming out the dei^ce of a country 
to a Contractor, being wholly unprecedented, and 
evidently absurd, could have no real object but to 
enrich the Contractor at the Company’s expense ; 
since either the service was not dangerous, and 
tjben the establishment was totally unnecessary, or, 
if it was a dangerous service, it was evidently the 
interest of the Contractor to avoid such danger, 
and not to hazard the loss of h4s ship or men, 
which must be replaced at his own expense ; and 
therefore that an activ^ and faithful discharge of 
the Contractor’s duty v^s incompatible with his 

interest. • 

• 

That the said Warren Hastings, in further de- 
fiance of the Company’s orders, and in breach of 
the established rule of t^ir service, did, in the 
year 1777, conclude a Contract with the master 
and deputy master-attendant of the Company’s 
marine, or pilot-service, for supplying thd said ma- 
rine with naval stores, and executing * the said 


service 
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service for the term of^^two years, and without ad- 
vertising for proposals ; that the use and expendi- 
ture of such stores, and the direction of the pilot 
vessels are under the i^nagenient, and at the dis- 
poption of the mastel^ttendant by virtue of his 
office ; that he is officially the proper and regular 
check upon the person, who furnishes the stores, 
and bound by his duty to take cjare, that all con - 
tracts for furnishing such stores are duly and faith- 
fully executed :-Tf^hat the said Warren Hastings, 
by uniting the supply and the check in the same 
hands, did not only disobey the Company’s speci- 
fick orders, and violate the fundamental rules and 
practice of the service, but did overset the only just 
and rational principle, on which this, and every 
other service of a similar nature, ought to be con- 
ducted ; and did not only subject the Company’s 
interest, in point of expense, to fraud and collusion, 
but did thereby expose the navigation of the 
Bengal river to manifest hazard and distress ; con- 
sidering that it is the duty of the master-attendant 
to take care, that the pilot-vessels are constantly 
stationed in the roads to await the arrival of the 
Company’s ships, especially in tempestuous wea- 
ther, and that they sh^ld be in a constant condi- 
tion to keep the sea ; whereas it is manifestly the 
interest of the Contractor, in the first instance, to 
equip the said vessels as scantily as possible, and 
afterw^ards to expose them as little as possible to 

any 
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any service, in which the ^iores to be replaced by 
him might be lost or consumed ; and finally, that 
in June 1779 the said Contract was prolonged to 
the said master-attendant, by the said Warren 
Hastings, for the further ^riod of two years fn^m 
the expiration of the first, without advertising for 
proposals. — That it does not appear, that any of 
the preceding contracts have been annulled, or the 
charges attending any of them abated, or that the 
Court of Directors have ever t^i^n any measures 
to compel the said Warren Hastings to indemnify 
the Company, or to make good any part of the 
preceding loss incurred by the Contracts. 

That in the year 1777, the said Warren Hastings 
did recommend apd appoint John Belli, at that 
time his private secretary, to be agent for supply- 
ing the garrison of Fort-William with victualling 
stores ; that the stores were to be* purchased with 
money advanced by the Company ; and that the 
said agent was to be al^pwed a commission, or per- 
centage for his risk and /rouble : that, in order to 
ascertain what sum would be a •reasonable com-^ 
pensation for the agent, the Governour-Geneml 
and Council agreed to consult some of the prin- 
cipal merchants of Calcui^ : that the merchants, 
so consulted, reported their opinion, that 20 per 
cent, on the prime cost of the stores would be a 
reasonable compensation to the .agent : that never- 
theless the said Warren Hastings, supported by 

the 
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the vote and concurrei^e of Richard Barwell, then 
a member of the Supreme Council, did propose 
and carry it, that 30 per cent, per annum should 
he allowed upon all stores to be provided by the 
agtent : that the said ^^arren Hastings professed, 
that preferred an agency to a contract for 

“this service, because if it were- •performed by 
“ contract, it must then be advertised, and the 
“ %orld would know what provision was made for 
“ the defence oi^he Fort as if its being pub- 
lickly known, that the fort was well provided for 
defence, were likely to encourage an enemy to 
attack it. — That in August 1779, in defiance of 
the principle laid down by himself for preferring 
an agency to a contract, the said Warren Hastings 
did propose and carry it, that the agency should 
be converted into a co7itract, to be granted to the 
said John BelliJ without advertising for proposals, 
and fixed for the term of five years, “pretending, 

“ that he had received .frequent remonstrances 
“ from the said agent concerning the heavy losses 
“ and inconveniences, to which he was subjected 
“ by the indefinite terms of his agency notwith- 
standing it appeared by evidence produced at the 
Board, that, on jssa su||ply of about £37,000, he 
had already drawn a commission of £22,000 
and upwards. — That the said Warrea Hastings 
pledged liimself, that, %f required by the Court of 
Oirectors^ the profits arising from the agency 

should 
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shmtld he paid into the Company's treasury, and ap^ 
propriated as the Court should direct. — That the 
Court of Directors, as soon as they were advised 
of the first appointment of the said agency, de- 
clared, that they considerellRhe commission of ^0 
per cent, as an* ample compensation to th^agent ; 
and did positively order, that, according to the 
engagement of tjie said Warren Hastings, “ the 
“ commission, paid or to be paid to the said ag^t, 
“ should be reduced to £20 ||Br cent.” — That 
the said John Belli did positively refuse to refund 
any part of the profits he had received, or to sub- 
mit to a diminution of those, which he was still to 
receive ; and that the said Warren Hastings has 
never made good his own voluntary and solemn 
engagement to the Court of Directors herein above 
mentioned : and as his failure to perform the said 
engagement is a breach of faith tor the Company, 
so his performance of such engagement, if he had 
performed it, and even offering to pledge Him- 
self for the agent, in the first instance ought to be 
taken as presumptive evidence of a connexion 
between the said Warren Hastings, and the said 
agent, his private secretary ; which ought not to 
exist between a Governour .|tctingi in behalf of the 
Company, and a contractor making terms with 
such Governour for the execution of a public 
service. * , . 

That, before the expiration of .the ‘contract 

• hereinbefore 
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hereinbefore mentioned |br supplying the army with 
draught and carriage>bullocks, granted by the said 
Warren Hastings to Ernest Alexander Johnson for 
three years, the said Warren Hastings did propose 
and carry it in Council^^that a new contract should 
be ma<m on a new plan, and that an offer thereof 
should be made to Richard Johnson? brother and 
executor of the said contractor, without advertising 
fomproposals, for the term of five years : — that this 
offer was voluntaH^ly accepted by the said Richard 
Johnson, who at the same time desired,' and ob- 
tained, that the new contracts should be made 
out in the name of Charles Croftes, the Company’s 
accountant and liib-treasurer at Fort-William : — 
that the said Charles Croftes offered the said 
Richard Johnson as one of his securities for the 
performance of the said contract, who was ac- 
cepted as such by the said Warren Hastings ; and 
that, at the request of the said Contractor, the 
contract for victualling the Jpuropeans serving at the 
Presidency w||s added to.. and united with that for 
furnishing bulloeks, and fixed for the same period ; 
that this extension of the periods of the said con- 
tracts was not compensated by a diminution in the 
charge to be iniprred, by the Company on that 
account, as it ought to have been ; but, on the 
contrary, the charge w’as immoderately increased 

bv the new contracts : insomuch, that it was 
«/ 

proved by statements and computations produced 

at 
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at the Board, that the increase on the Victualling- 
contract would in five years, amount to £40,000 ; 
and that the increase on the Bullock -contract, in 
the same period, would amount to above four 
hundred thousand pound»^*^ that when this, and 
many other weighty objections against tl^l terms 
of the said contracts were urged in Council to the 
said Warren Hasjbings, he declared, that he should 
deliver a reply • thereto ; but it does not app^r, 
that he did ever deliver such reply, or ever enter 
into a justification of any part of his conduct in 
this transaction. That the Act of Parliament of 
1773, by which the first Governour-General and 
Council were appointed, did expressly limit the 
duration of their office to the term of five years, 
which expired in ^October 1779, and that the 
several contracts, hereinbefore mentioned, were 
granted in September 1779, and* were made to 
continue Jive years after the expiration of the go- 
vernment, by which tl^y were granted ; that by 
this anticipation the discretion and|^udgment of 
the succeeding government, respecting the subject- 
matter of such contracts, was taken away, an^ 
any correction or improvement therein rendered 
impracticable. — That the §aid ,p^arren Hastings 
might have been justified by the rules and prac- 
tice, or by the necessity, of the publick service 
in binding the government ’ by, engagements to en- 
dure one year after the expiration of "his owp 

office ; 
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office ; buj: on no principles could he be justified 
in extending such engagements beyond the term 
of one year, much less on the principles he has 
avowed, namely, “ that it \vas only an act of com- 
“ mon justice in him tS^ secure every man connected 
** witk^im, as far as he legally could, from the 
“ apprehension of future oppression.” That the 
oppression, to which such apprehension, if real, 
mtiit allude, could only consist in, and arise out of, 
the obedience, which he feared a future govern- 
ment might pay to the orders of the Court of 
Directors, by making all contracts annual^ and ad- 
vertising for proposals publickly and indifferently 
from all persoril whatever, by which it might 
happen, that such beneficial contracts would not be 
constantly held by men connected with him^ the 
said Warren Hastings : — that this declaration, 
made by the said Warren Hastings, combined with 
all the circumstances of these transactions, leaves 
no room to doubt, that ijn disobeying the Com- 
pany’s orderm and betraying the trust reposed in 
him as guardian of the Company’s property, his 
object was to purchase the attachment of a number 
of individuals, and to form a party capable of 
supporting and p^tecting him in return. 

That with the same view, and on the same 
principles, it appears, that excessive salaries and 
emoluments, at the ,East-India Company’s charge 
and expense, have been lavished by the said 

W arren 
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WRirexi Hastings to sundry indiiriduals, contrary 
to the general principles of his duty, and in direct 
contradiction to the positive orders of the Court 
of Directors ; particularly, that whereas by a re- 
solution of the Court of Flbprietors of the £ast- 
India Company, and by an instruction of tfll Court 
of Directors, • jt was provided, and expressly or- 
dered^ that there should be paid to the late Sir 
John Clavering. the sum of six thousand poi«||ds 
“ sterling per annum in full for his services as 
“ commander-in-chief, in lieu of travelling charges 
“ and of all other advantages and emoluments 
“ whatever and whereas the Court of Directors 
positively ordered, that the late ‘4Bir Eyre Coote 
“ should receive the same pay as commander-in- 
“ chief of their forces in India, as was received by 
“ Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering — the 
said Warren Hastings, nevertheless, within a very 
short time after Sir Eyre Coote’s arrival in Bengal 
did propose and carry \t in Council, that a new 
establishment should He. created %«• Sir Eyre 
Coote, by which an increase of e:?qpense would be 
incurred by the India Company to the amount of 
eighteen thousand pounds a year and upwards, ex- 
clusive of and in addition to ^is salary of ten 
thousand pounds a year, provided for him by act 
of Parlianient as a member of the ^preme Coun- 
cil, and exclusive of and in'addition to hi6*salary of 
six thousand pounds a year as commander^in-chief, 
VOL. XII. K appointed 
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appointed for him by the Company, and expressly 
fixed to that amount. 

That the disobedience and breach of trust, of 
which the said Warren Hastings was guilty in this 
transaction, is highly aggravated by the following" 
circumsifences connected with it ; .that from the 
death of Sir John Clavering to the arrival of Sir 
Eyre Coote in Bengal the provisional command 
of the army had devolved to, and been vested in, 
Brigadier-General Giles Stibbert, the eldest officer 
on that establishment : that in this capacity, and, 
as the said Warren Hastings has declared, “ stand - 
ing no way distinguished from the other officers 
“ in the army, Imt by his accidental succession to 
“ the first place on the list,” he, the said Giles 
Stibbert, had, by .the recommendation and pro- 
curement of the said Warren Hastings, received 
and enjoyed a salary, and other allowances, to the 
amount of thirteen thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four pounds twelve shillings per annum. — 
That Sir Eyre Coote, soon after his arrival, repre- 
sented to the B(>ard, that a considerable part of 
those allowances, amounting to £8,220 IO 5 . per 
annum, ought to devolve to himself, as com- 
mander-in-chief of the Company’s forces in India ; 
and stating, that the said Giles Stibbert could no 
longer be considered as commander-in-chief under 
the Presidency of _Fort-Wiliam, made a formal 
demand of the same. — That the said Warren 
Hastings, instead of reducing the allowances of 

the 
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the said Giles Stibbert to the establishment at 
which they stood during General Clavering’s com- 
mand, and for the continuance of which, after Sir 
Eyre Coote’s arrival, there could be no pretence, 
continued the allowances of thirteen thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four pounds twelve shilfitigs per 
annum to tho.said Giles Stibbert ; and, at the 
same time, in order to appease and satisfy the 
demand of the said Sir Eyre Coote, did create for 
him that new establishment, hereinbefore specified, 
of eighteen thousand pounds per annum ; inso- 
much, that instead of the allowance of six thousand 
pou7ids a year^ in lieu of travelling charges, and of 
all emoluments and allowances whatsoever, to which 
the pay and allowances of commander-in-chief 
were expressly limited by the united Act of the 
Legislative and Executive Powers of the Com . 
pany,the annual charge to be borne by the Company 
on that account was increased by the said Warren 
Hastings to the enornmus sum of thirty-eight 
thousand two hundred a^ seventeen pounds ten 
shillings sterling. 

“ That on the 1st of November 1779 the said 
“ Warren Hastings did move, and carry it in 
“ Council, that the Resident at the Vizier’s court 
should be furnished with an account of all the 
“ extra allowances and charges of the commander- 
“ in -chief when in the field', with orders t6 add the 
“ same to the debit of the Vizier’s account, *as a part 
of his general subsidy ; the charge iq commence 

K 2 “ from 
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from the day. Oil which the general ghall pas* 
“ the Cariimnassa, and to continue till his return 
** to the same line.” — That this additional ex- 
panse, imposed by the said Warren Hastings on 
the Vizier, was unjust in itself, and a breach of 
treaty with that prince, the specifick amount of 
the subsidy to be paid by him having been fixed 
by a treaty, to which no addition could justly be 
made, but at the previous requisition of the Vizier. 
— That the Court of Directors, in their letter of 
the 18th of October 1780, did condemn and pro- 
hibit the continuation of the allowances above- 
mentioned to Sir Eyre Coote in the following* 
words : “ These allowances appear to us in a light 
‘‘so very extraordinary, and so repugnant to the 
“ spirit of a resolution of the General Court of 
“ Proprietors respecting the allowance made to 
“ General Clavering, that we positively direct, 

“ that they be discontinued immediately, and no 
“ part thereof paid after the receipt of this letter.” 

— That on the ‘27th of April 1781 the Gover- 
nour-General and Council, in obedience to the 
orders of the Directors, did signify the same to the 
Commissary-General, as an instruction to him, 
that the extraordinary allowances to Sir Eyre 
Coote should be discontinued, and. no part thereof 
paid after that day ; that it appears, nevertheless, 
that the said extra allowances (amounting to above 
twenty thousand pounds sterling a year) were con- 
tinued to be ‘charged to the Vizier, and paid to 

Sir 
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Sir Eyre Coote, in defiance of the orders of the 
Court of Directors ; in defiance of the consequent 
resolution of the Governour-General and Council ; 
and in contradiction to the terms of the original 
motion, made by the said Warren Hastings, for 
adding those allowances to the debit of the Vizier, 
viz. “ that they should continue till Sir Eyre 
Coote's return to the Carumnassa.” — That Sir 
Eyre Coote arrived at Calcutta about the end of 
August 1780, and must have crossed the Carum- 
nassa, in his return from Oude, some weeks before, 
when the charge on the Vizier, if at any time 
proper, ought to have ceased. — That it appears, that 
the said allowances were continued to be charged 
against the Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre Coote, 
for three years after, even while he w'as serving in 
the Carnatic, and that this w^as done by the sole 
authority and private command of the said Warren 
Hastings. 

* 

That the East-India^Company having thought 

proper to create the office* of Advocate-General in 
Bengal, and to appoint Sir John Day to that office, 
it was resolved by a General Court of Proprietory, 
that a salary of £3,000 a year should be allowed 
to the said Sir John Day in full consideration of 
all demands and allowances whatsoever for his ser- 
vices to the Company at the Presidency of Fort 
William: — that the said Warren Hastings, never- 
theless, shortly after Sir John Day’s arrival in 

K 3 Bengal, 
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Bengal, did increase the said Sir John Day’s salary 
and allowances to six thousand pounds a year, in 
direct disobedience to the resolution of the Court 
oT Proprietors, and of the order of the Court of 
Directors : — that the Directors, as soon as they 
were informed of this proceeding, declared, “that 
** they held themselves bound by the* resolution of 
** the general Court, and that, they could not 
“ allow it to be disregarded by the* Company ’s ser- 
“ vants in India and ordered, that the increased 
allowances should be forthwith discontinued. 

That the said Warren Hastings, after having 
first thought it necessary, in obedience to the 
orders of the Court of Directors, to stop the ex- 
traordinary allowance, which he had granted to Sir 
John Day, did afterwards resojive, that the allow*- 
ance, which had been struck off, should be repaid 
to him upon his* signing an obligation to refund the 
amount, which he might receive, in case the Di- 
rectors should confirm thei^ former orders, already 
twice given : — that in this transaction the said 
Warren Hastings trifled \rith the authority of the 
Company, eluded the repeated orders of the Di- 
rectors, and exposed the Company to the risk and 
uncertainty of recovering, at a distant period, and 
perhaps by a process of law, a sum of money, 
which they had positively ordered him not to pay. 

That, in the latter part of 1776, by the death 
of Colonel Monson, the whole power of the 

government 
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govierument of Fort William devolved to tbe Go- 
vemour and one member of the Council ; and 
that from that time the Governour-General and 
Council have generally consisted of an even number 
of persons, in consequence of which the casting voice 
of the said Warren Hastings has usually prevailed 
in the decision of all questions. — That about the 
end of the year 1776 the whole civil establishment 
of the said government did not exceed £205,399 
per annum ; that in the year 1783 the said civil 
establishment had been increased to the enormous 
annual sum of £927,945. — That such increase in 
the civil establishment could not have taken place, 
if the said Warren Hastings, who was at the head 
of the government with the power annexed to the 
casting voice, had not actively promoted the said 
increase, which he had power to prevent, and 
which it was his duty to have prevented : — that 
by such immoderate waste of the property of his 
employers, and by su(di scandalous breach of* his 
fidelity to them, it was ^the intention of the said 
Warren Hastings to gain and secure the attach- 
ment and support of a multitude of individuals, by 
whose united interest, influence, and intrigues, he 
hoped to be protected against any future inquiry 
into his conduct ; — that it was of itself highly 
criminal in the said Warren Hastings to have so 
wasted the property of the East-India Company, 
and that the purpose to be obtained by sCich waste 
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was a great aggravation of that crime. — That 
among the various instances of profusion, by which 
the civil establishment of Fort-William was in- 
creased to the enormous annual sum hereinbe- 
fore mentioned, it appears, that a Salt-Office was 
created of six Commissioners, whose annual emo- 
luments were as follow : viz. 

President, or Comptroller, per annum £18,480 
1st Member 13,100 

2d D° 1 1,480 

3d D“ - 13,183 

4thD^ - - - - - - 6,257 

5th D“ - 10,307 

£72,807 

That a Board of Revenue was created by the said 
Warren Hastings, consisting of five Commissioners, 
whose annual emoluments were as follow ; viz. 


1st Member, per annunj, - - - £10,950 

2d D*’ - . . - 9,100 

3d D" 9,100 

4th D° - - - - - - 9,100 

5th D” 9,100 


£47,350 


That David Anderson, Esq. first member of the 

said 
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said Board, did not execute the duties, though he 
received the emoluments, of the said office ; having 
acted, for the greatest part of the time, as ambas- 
sador to Madajee Scindia, with a further salary of 
£4,*280 a year, making in all £15,230 a year. 

That the said Warren Hastings did create an 
office of AgentrVictualler to the garrison of Fort 
William, whose 4 )rofits, on an average of three 
years, were £15,970 per annum : — that this 
agency was held by the Postmaster-General, who 
in that capacity, received £2,200 a year from 
the Company, and who was actually no higher 
than a writer in the service ; — that the person who 
held these lucrative offices, viz. John Belli, was 
private secretary to the said Warren Hastings. 

That the said Warren Hastings created a nominal 
office of Resident at Goa, where the Company never 
had a Resident, nor business of any kind to transact, 
and gave the said nominal office to a person, who 
was not a covenanted se^yant of the Company, with 
an allowance of £4,280 a^ear. 

That these instances are proofs of a criminal 
profusion, and high breach of trust to the India 
Company in the said Warren Hastings, under 
whose government, and by means of whose special 
power, derived from the effect of his casting voice, 
all the said* waste and profusion did take place. 

That at the end of the year, 1780, when, as the 
Court of Directors affirm, t/ie Company wtre in the 

utmost 
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utmost distress for money ^ and almost every depart- 
ment in arrear^ and when it appears, that there 
was a great scarcity and urgent want of grain at 
Fort-St.-George, the said Warren Hastings did 
accept of a proposal made to him by James Peter 
Auriol, then secretary to the Council, to supply 
the Presidency of Fort-St-George, with rice and 
other articles, and did appoint .the said Auriol to 
be the agent for supplying all the- other Presiden- 
cies with those articles : — that the said Warren 
Hastings declared, that the intention of the appoint- 
ment “ was most likely to be fulfilled by a liberal 
“ consideration of it,” and therefore allowed the 
said Auriol a commission of 15 per cent, on the 
whole of his disbursements ; thereby rendering it 
the direct interest of the said Auriol to make his 
disbursements as great as possible ; — that the 
chance of capture by the enemy, or danger of the 
sea, was to be at the risk of the India Company, 
and* not of the said Auriol,; — that the said Warren 
Hastings declared perscfnally to the said Auriol, 
“ that this, post was intended as a reward for his 
long and faithful services.” — That the President 
and Council of Bombay did remonstrate against 
what they called the enormous amount of the 
charges of the rice, with which they were supplied, 
which they state to be nine rupees a bag at Cal- 
cutta, when they themselves could have contracted 
for its delivery at Bombay, free of all risk and 
. ‘ charges, 
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charges, at five rupees and three-sixteenths per 
bag ; and that even at Madras, where the distress 
and demand was greatest, the supplies of grain by 
private traders, charged to the Company, were 
nineteen per cent, cheaper than that supplied by 
the said Auriol, exclusive of the risk of the sea, 
and of capture, by the enemy. — That it is stated by 
the Court of Directors, that the agent’s commission 
on a sujjply of a single year (the said commission 
being not only charged on the prime cost of the 
rice, but also on the freight, and on all other 
charges) would amount to pounds sterling twenty- 
six thousand eight hundred and seventy-three, and, 
by the said Auriol himself is admitted to amount 
to £18,292 : — that William Larkins, the Ac- 
compJiant-General ^at Fort-Williain, having been 
ordered to examine the accounts of the said agent, 
did report to the Governour-Geneml and Council, 
that he found them to be correct in the additions 

and calculations; and that then the said Larkins 

r 

adds the following declaration; “ the agent being 
“ upon honour with respect to the sums charged 
in his accounts for the cost of the articles sujg- 
“ plied, 1 did not think myself authorised to re- 
“ quire any voucher of the sums charged for the 
“ demurrage of sloops, either as to the time of 
“ detention, or the rate of the charge, or of those 
“ for the articles lost in going, down the river ; and 


on 
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“ on that ground I thought myself equally bound 
“ to admit the sums acknowledged as received for 
“ the sales of goods returned, withdiit requiring 
“ vouchers of the rates, at which they were sold.” 
— That, in this transaction, the said Warren Hast- 
ings has been guilty of a high breach of trust and 
duty in the unnecessary expenditure of the Com- 
pany’s money, and in subjecting the Company to 
a profusion of expense, at all times wholly un- 
justifiable, but particularly at the time when that 
expense was incurred. — That the said Warren 
Hastings was guilty of breach of orders, as well 
as breach of trust, in not adv’^ertising generally for 
proposals : in not contracting indifl’erently for the 
supplies with such merchants as might offer to 
furnish them on the lowest terms ; in giving an 
enormous commission to an agent, and that com- 
mission not confined to the prime cost of the 
articles, but to be computed on the whole of his 
charges ; in accepting of the honour of the said 
agent as a sufficient voucher for the cost of the 
articles supplied, and for all charges whatever, on 
which his commission was to be computed ; and 
finally, in giving a lucrative agency for the supply 
of a distressed and starving province, as a reward 
to a Secretary of State, whose labours in that 
capacity ought to have been rewarded by an 
avowed publick salary, and not otherwise. — That, 

after 
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after the first year of the said agency was expired, 
the said Warren Hastings did agree,' that for the 
future the commission to be drawn by the said 
agent should be reduced to five per cent, which the 
Goveriiour-General and Council then declared to 
be the customary amount drawn hy merchants; 
but that, even in this reduction of the commission, 
the said Warren .Hastings was guilty of a decep- 
tion, and did not in fact reduce the Commission 
from 15 to 5 per cent, having immediately after 
resolved, that he, the agent, should be allowed the 
current interests of Calcutta upon all his draughts 
on the treasury from the day of their dates, until 
they should be completely liquidated : that the 
legal interest of money in Bengal is twelve per 
cent, per annum, ^and the current interest from 
eight to ten per-cent. 


VIII. PRl^SENTS. 


THAT, before the appointment of the Govei*- 
nour-General and Council of Fort-William by Act 
of Parliament, the allowances made by the East- 
India Company to the Presidents of that govern- 
ment were abundantly sufficient ; and that the said 
Presidents in general, and the said Warren Hast- 
ings particularly, was restrained by a specifick 

covenant 
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covenant and indenture, which he entered into with 
the Company, from accepting any gifts, rewards, 
or gratuities whatsoever, on any account or pre- 
tence whatsoever. — That in the regulating Act 
passed in the year 1773, which appointed the said 
Warren Hastings, Esquire, Go vernour- General of 
Fort-William in Bengal, a salary .of £25,000 a 
year was established for him, to .which the Court 
of Directors added, ‘‘ that he should enjoy their 
“ principal houses, with the plate and furniture, 
“ both in town and country, rent-free.'^ That the 
same law, which created the office, and provided 
the salary, of the said Warren Hastings, did ex- 
pressly, and in the clearest and most comprehen- 
sive terms, that could be devised, prohibit him 
from receiving any present, gift, or donation, in 
any manner, or on any account whatsoever ; and 
that the said Warren Hastings perfectly under- 
stood the meaning, and acknowledged the binding 
force of this prohibition, before he accepted of the 
office, to which it was annexed. He knew, and 
had declared, that the prohibitiori teas positive and 
dedsive ; that it admitted neither of refinement or 
misconstruction ; and that in his opinion an oppo- 
sition would he to incur the penalty. 

That, notwithstanding the covenants and engage- 
ments above mentioned, it appears in the recorded 
proceedings of theG^ivernour-General and Council 
of Fort-William, that sundry chaises have been 

brought 
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brought against the said Warren Hastings for gifts 
or presents corruptly taken by him before the pro- 
mulgation of "the Act of 1773 in India, and that 
these charges were produced at the Council Board 
in the presence of the said Warren Hastings : that, 
in March 1775, the late Rajah Nundcomar, a native 
Hindoo, of the, highest cast in his religion, and of 
the highest rank in society, by the offices which he 
had held under the Country Government, did lay 
before the Council an account of various sums of 


money paid by him to the said Warren Hastings, 
amounting to £40,000 and upwards, for offices 
and employments corruptly disposed of by the said 
Warren Hastings, and did offer and engage to prove 

and establish the same by sufficient evidence. 

That this account is stated with a minute particu- 
larity and precision ; the date of each payment 
down to that of small sums is specifiekd ; the various 


coins, in which such payments were severally made 


are distinguished ; and the different persons, through 
whose hands the money passed into those of the 


said Warren Hastings, are named ; — that such 
particularity on the face of such a charge, supposing 


it false, is favourable to the party wrongfully ac- 


cused, and exposes the accuser to an instant and 
easy detection ; for though, as the said Warren 
Hastings hiqriself has observed on another occasion, 


“ papers may be forged, and evidences may appear 
in numbers to attest them, yet it must* always 

“ be 
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‘ ‘ jun matter to detect the falsity of any 

“forged pppe^iproduceiSfcy examining the wit- 
“ nesses separately, and subjecting ffl^em to a siib- 
“ sequent cross examination, in which case, if false, 
“ ihey will not be able to persevere in one regular 
“ consistent story.” 

Whereas, if no advantage be taken of such par- 
ticularity in the charge to detect the falsehood 
thereof, and if no attempt to disprove it, and no 
defence whatever be made, a presumption justly 
and reasonably arises in favour of the truth of. such 
charge. — That the said Warren Hastings, instead 
of offering any thing in his defence, declared, that 
he would not suffer' JVundcornar to appear before the 
Board as his accuser . — That he attempted to indict 
his said accuser for a conspiracy, in which he 
failed; and that the said Rajah Nundcomar was 
soon after, and while his charge against the said 
Warren Hastings was depending before the Council, 
indicted upon an English penal statute, which does 
not extend even to Scotland, before the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, for an offence said to have 
been committed several years before, and not ca- 
pital by the laws of India, and was condemned and 

executed. That the evidence of this man, not 

having been encountered at the time, when it might 
and ought to have been, by the said Warren Hast- 
ings, refnains justly in force against him, and is 
not abalted by the capitah punishment of the said 

Nundcomar, 
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Nundcomar, btlt rather^jjsonfirmed by the ti^e and 
circumstances, in whiM the acchsei^of the said, 
Warren Ha^ngs sufF<^ed death. — Thkt one of the 
offices, for which a part of the money above men- 
tioned is stated to have been paid to the said War- 
ren Hastings, was given by him to Miiony Begum, 
the widow of The late Myr Jaffier, Nabob of Bengal, 
whose son, by another woman, holds that title at 
present. — Thaftlie said Warren Hastings had been 
-instructed by the Court of Directors of the East- 
India Company to appoint “ a minister to transact 
“ the political affairs of the Government, and to 
“ select for that purpose some person well qualified 
“ for the affairs of Government, to be the minister 
“ and guardian of the Nabob's minority.” — That 
for these offices, aipl for the execution of the several 
duties belonging to them, the said Warren Hastings 
selected and appointed the said Mftnny Begum, a 
woman evidently unqualified for, and incapable of 
such offices, and restraifaed from acting in such ca- 
pacities by her necessary •’seclusion from the world, 
and retirement in a seragjio. — That a considerable 
deficiency or embezzlement appearing in tlys 
woman's account of the young Nabob’s stipend, 
she voluntarily declared, by a writing under her 
seal, that she had given £15,000 to the said 
Warren Hastings for an entertainment ; which de- 
claration corresponds with and ‘confirms that part 
of the charge produced' by "Rajah Nundcomar, to 

which 


VOL. XTl. 


L 



146 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


which it relates. — Thai neither this, nor any other 
part of the said charge, has been at any time 
directly denied or disputed by the &aid Warren 
Hastings, though made to his face, and though he 
warrepeatedly accused by his colleagues, who were 
appointed hy Parliament at the same time with 
himself, of peculation of every sort.-r-^That instead 
of promoting a strict inquiry into his conduct for the 
clearance of his innocence and honour, he did re- 
peatedly endeavour to elude and stifle all inquiry 
by attempting to dissolve the meetings of the Coun- 
cil, at which such charges were produced, and by 
other means ; and has not since taken any steps to 
disprove or refute the same. — That the said War- 
ren Hastings, so long ago as September 1775, as- 
sured the Court of Directors, “ that it was his fixed 
determination most fully and liberally to explain 
“ every circumstance of his conduct on the points, 

“ on which he had been injuriously arraigned, and 
“ to aflbrd them the clearest conviction of his own 
‘integrity, and of the propriety of his motives for 
“ declining. a present defence of it;” and having 
nfiver since given to the Court of Directors any 
explanation whatever, much less the full and liberal 
explanation he had promised so repeatedly, has 
thereby abandoned even that late and protracted 

defence, which he himself must have thought neces- 

1 

sary to be made at •some time or other ; and which 
he would be thought to have deferfsed to a period 


more 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. 


147 


more suitable and convenient than that, in which 
the facts were recent, and the impression of these 
and other charges of the same nature against him 
was fresh and unimpaired in the minds of men. 

That on the 30th of March 1775, a member of 
the Council produced and laid before tjie Board a 
petition from -Mir Zein Abul Dheen, (formerly far- 
mer of a district, ;and who had been in creditable 
stations) setting* forth, that Khan Jehan Khan, then 
Phousdar of Houghly, had obtained that office from 
the said Warren Hastings, with a salary of seventy- 
two thousand Sicca rupees a year; and that the said 
Phovsdar had given a receipt of bribe to the patron 
o/* meaning Warren Hastings, to pay him 

annually thirty-six thousand rupees a year, and also 
to his Banyan, Cantoo Baboo, four thousand rupees 
a year, out of the salary above mentioned. — That 
by the 35th article of the Instructiofts given to the 
Governour-General and Council, they are directed 
“ immediately to cause ,^he strictest inquiry to be 
“ made into all oppressj^ons, which might have 
“ been committed either against* the, Natives or 
“ Europeans, and into all abuses, that might hav^ 
prevailed in the collection of the Revenues, or 
“ any part of the civil Government of the Presi- 
dency, and to communicate to the Directors all 
“ informatk)n, which they might be able to obtain 
“ relative thereto, or to any dissipation or embez- 
“ zlemcnt of the Company’s money.” — That the 

L 2 • . above 
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above petition and instruction having been read in 
Council, it was moved, that the petitioner should 
be ordered to attend the next day to make good 
his charge. — That the said Warren Hastings de- 
clared, “ that it appeared to him to be the purpose 
“ of the majority to make him the sole object of 
“ their personal attacks. — That they had taken 
“ their line, and might pursue it..-^ — That he should 
have other remarks to make upon this transac- 
“ tion, but as they would be equally applicable to 
many others, which in the course of this business 
“ were likely to be brought before tlie Board, he 
“ should say no more on the subject — and he 

objected to the motion. — That by the preceding 
declaration the said Warren Hastings did admit, 
that manj" other charges were likely to be brought 
against him, and that such chages would be of a 
similar nature to the first, viz. a corrupt bargaining 
for the disposal of a great office, since he declared 
that his remarks on that transaction would be 
equally applicable to the^srest ; and that, by object- 
ing to the motion for the personal attendance of the 
a^ccuser, he resisted and disobeyed the Company’s 
instructions ; and did, as far as depended on his 
power, endeavour to obstruct and prevent all in- 
quiry into the charge. That in so doing he failed 
in his duty to the Company ; he disobeyed their 
express orders, and did leave the charge against 
himself without a reply, and even without a denial ; 

and 
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and with that unavoidable presumption against his 
innocence, which lies against every person accused, 
who not only refuses to plead, but as far as his 
vote goes, endeavours to prevent an examination 
of the charge, and to stifle all inquiry into the truth 
of it . — That the motion having been nevertheless 
carried, the said Warren Hastings did, on the day 
following, declare, “that he could not sit to 
“ be confronted with such accusers, nor suffer a 
“ judicial inquiry into his conduct at the Board, of 
“ which he was President; and declared the meet- 
“ ing of the Board dissolved.” — That the Board 
continued to sit and examine witnesses, servants of 
the Phousdar, on oath and written evidence, being 
letters under the hand and seal of the Phousdar, all 
directly tending to,j)rove the charge ; viz. that out 
of the salary of seventy-two tliousand rupees a year 
paid by the Company, the said Ph'ousdar received 
but thirty-two tliousand, and that the remainder 
was received by the sai4 Warren Hastings and his 
Banyan. — That the Phoasdar, though rejieatedly 
ordered to attend the Board, did, under various 
pretences, decline attending, until the 19th of May, 
when the letters stated to be his, that is, under his 
hand and seal, being shown to him, it was proposed 
by a member of the Board, that he should be 
asked, whether he had any objection to swear to 
the truth of such answers as he might make to the 
questions proposed by the Board. — That the said 

i. .q W arren 
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Warren Hastings objected to his being put to his 
oath. — That the question was nevertheless put to 
him, in consequence of a resolution of the Board. — 
That he first declined to swear under pretence, that 
it was a matter of serious consequence to his charac- 
ter to take c\n oath; and, when it was finally left to 
his option, he declared, “ mean « people might 
“ swear, but that his character . would not allow 
“ him ; that he could not swear, and had rather 
“ subject himself to a loss.” — That the evidence in 
support of the charge being on oath was in this 
manner left uncontradicted ; that it was admitted 
by the said Warren Hastings, that neither Mussul- 
men or Hindoos are forbidden by the precepts of 
their religion to swear. That it is not true, as the 
said Warren Hastings asserted,, that it was repug- 
nant to the manners cither of Hindoos or Mussul- 
men ; and that if, under such pretences, the natives 
were to be exempted from taking an oath, when 
examined by the Governour and Council, all the 
inquiries pointed out to'^them by the Company’s 
instructions might stop, or be defeated. — That no 
yalid reason was, or could be, assigned, why the 
said Phousdar should not be examined on oath ; 
that the charge was not against himself ; and that, 
if any questions had been put to him, tending to 
make him accuse himself, he might have declined 
to answer them.— ^That, if he could have safely 
sworn to the innocence of the said Warren Hastings, 

. from 
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from whom be received his employment, he 
was bound in gratitude, as well as justice to the 
said Warren Hastings, to have consented to be ex- 
amined on oath. — That not having done so, and 
having been supported and abetted in his refusal 
by the said Warren Hastings himself, whose cha- 
racter and honour were immediately at stake, the 
whole of the evidence for the truth of the charge 
remains unanswered, and in full force against the 
said Warren Hastings, who on this occasion recur- 
red to the declaration he had before made to the 
Directors, viz. “ that he would most fully and libe- 
rally explain every circumstance of his conduct,” 
but has never since that time given the Directors 
any explanation whatsoever of his said conduct. 
— And finally, thajt when the Court of Directors, in 
January 1776, referred the question (concerning 
the legality of the power assumed; and repeatedly 
exercised by the said Warren Hastings, of dissolving 
the Council at his pleasure) to the late Charles 
Sayer, then standing Qouncil of the East-India 
Company, the said Charles Sayer declared his 
opinion in favour of the power ; but concerning tjie 
use and exercise of it in the cases stated, did de- 
clare his opinion in the following words : “I be- 
“ lieve, he, Warren Hastings, is the first Gover- 
“ nour that ever dissolved a Council inquiring into 
“ his behaviour, when he w^s .innocent."’ Before 
he could summon three Councils, and dissolve them, 

L 4 he 
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he had time fully to consider what would be the 
result of such conduct, to convince every body be- 
yond a doubt of his conscious guilt. 

That by a resolution of a majority of the Coun- 
cil, constituting a lawful act of the Governour- 
General and Council, the said Khan Jehan Khan 
was dismissed from the office of, •'Phousdar of 
Roughly for a contempt of the . authority of the 
Board. — That, within a few weeks ‘after the death 
of the late Colonel Monson, the number of the 
Council being then even, and all questions being 
then determined by the Governour-Generars cast- 
ing voice, the said Warren Hastings did move, and 
carry it in Council, that the said Khan Jehan 
Khan should be restored to his office ; and that 
restoration, not having been preceded, accompanied, 
or followed, by any explanation or defence whatso- 
ever, or even b}/ a denial of the specifick and cir- 
cumstantial charge of collusion with the said Khan 
Jehan Khan, has confirmed the truth of the said 
charge. ^ 

That, besides the sums charged to have been 
pgid to the said Warren Hastings by the said 
Nundcomar, and Munny Begum, and Khan Jehan 
Khan, and besides the sum of £110,000, already 
mentioned to have been accepted without hesita- 
tion by him, as a present on the part of the Nabob 
of Oude and that of his ministers, the circumstances 
of. which have been particularly reported to the 

House 
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House of Commons, it appears by the confession 
of the said Warren Hastings, that he has at dif- 
ferent times since the promulgation of the Act of 
1773, received various other sums, contrary to the 
express prohibition of the said Act, and his own 
declared sense of the evident intent and obligation 
thereof.— That- in the month of June 1780 the 
said Warren Hastings made to the Council, what 
he called, “ a very unusual tender, by offering to 
“ exonerate the Company from the expense of a 
“ particular measure, and to take it upon himself; 
“ declaring, that he had already deposited two lacks 
“ of rupees (or twenty-three thousand pounds) in 
“ the hands of the Company’s sub-treasurer for 
“ that service.” That in a subsequent letter, dated 
the 29th of November 1780, he informed the Court 
of Directors, that this money, by whatever means 
“ it came into their possession, wds not his own;' 
but he did not then, nor has he at any time since, 
made known to the Cou^t of Directors from whom, 
or on what account, he rgceived that money, as it 
was his duty to have done, in the first iiifjtance ; and 
notwithstanding the said Directors signified to hiija 
their expectation, that he should communicate to 
them immediate information of the channel, by 
“ which this money^ came into his possession, with 
“ a complcfte illustration of the cause or causes of 
“ so extraordinary an event. '’-»-But, from* evidence 
examined in England it has been discovered, that 

this 
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this money was received by the said Warren Hast- 
ings from Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares, who 
was soon after dispossessed of all his property, and 
driven from his country and government by the 
said Warren Hastings. 

That notwithstanding the declaration made by 
the said Warren Hastings, that he had actually 
deposited the sum above mentioned in the hands 
of the Company’s sub-treasurer for their service, 
it does not appear, that “ any entry whatsoever of 
“ that, or any other payment by the Governour- 
“ General, was made in the treasury accounts at 
“ or about the time nor is there any trace in the 
Company’s books of its being actually paid into 
their treasury. 

It appears then by the confession of the said 
Warren Hastings, that this money was received by 
him ; but it does not appear, that he has converted 
it to the property and use of the Company. 

That in a letter from the said Warren Hastings 
to the said Court of Directors, dated the 2 * 2 d of 
May 1782 , but •-not dispatched, as it might and 
ought to have been at that time, but detained and 
kept back by the said Warren Hastings till the 16 th 
of December following, he has confessed the receipt 
of various other sums, amounting (with that, which 
he accepted from the Nabob of Oude) to nearly 
£ 200 , 000 , which *8111118 he affirmed had been 
converted to the Company’s property through his 

means, 
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means, but without discovering from whom, or on 

what account, he received the same. — That, instead 

of converting this money to the Company’s property 

as he affirmed he hrad done, it appears, that he had 

lent the greater part of it to the Company upon 

bonds bearing interest, which bonds were demanded 

and received by him, and for aught that yet appears, 

have never been given up or cancelled. — That for 

another considerable part of the abeve-mentioned 

sum he has taken credit to himself, as for a deposit 

of his own property, and therefore demandable by 

him out of the Company’s treasury at his discretion. 

That all sums so lent, or deposited, are not alienated 

from the person, who lends or deposits the same ; 

consetiuently, that the declaration made by the 

said Warren Hastings, that he had converted the 

whole of these sums to the Company's property, 

was not true ; nor would such a ti'ansfer, if it had 

really been made, have justified the said Warren 

Hastings in originally receiving the money ; which, 

being in the first instano^ contrary to law, could 

not be rendered legal by ^ny subsequer^t disposition 

or application thereof; much less would it haye 

justified the said Warren Hastings in delaying to 

make a discovery of these transactions to the Court 

of Directors, until he had heard of the inquiries 

then begun, and proceeding in Parliament ; in 

finally making a discovery, such as it is* in terms 

* 

the most intricate, obscure, and contradictory. 

That, 
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That, instead of that full and clear explanation of 
his conduct, which theCourtof Directors demanded, 
and which the said Warren Hastings was bound to 
give them, he has contented himself with telling 
the said Directors, that, “ if this matter was to be 
“ exposed to the view of the Publick, his reasons 
“ for acting as he had done might furtiish a variety 
“ of conjectures, to which it would be of little use 
“ to reply. That he either chose to conceal the 
“ first receipts from publick curiosity by receiving 
bonds for the amount, or possibly acted without 
“ any studied design, which his memory could at 
that distance of time verify ; and that he could 
“ have concealed them from their eye and that of 
“ the Publick for ever.” That the discovery, as 
far as it goes, establishes the guilt of the said 
Warren Hastings in taking money against law, but 
does not warraht a conclusion, that he has dis- 
covered all, that he may have taken. That, on the 
contrary, such discovery nrt being made in proper 
time, and when made, being imperfect, perplexed, 
and wholly unsatisfactory , leads to a just and 
reasonable presumption, tiiat other facts of the 
same nature have been concealed, since those, 
which he has confessed, might have been for ever ; 
and that this partial confession was either extorted 
from the said Warren Hastings by the dread of 
detection, or made' v/itli a view of removing sus- 
picion. 
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picioD, and preventing any further inquiry into his 
conduct. 

That the said Warrfen Hastings, in a letter to 
the Court of Directors, dated 21st of February 
1784, has confessed his having 'privately received 
another sum of money, the amount of which he has 
not declared,* Jjut which, from the application he 
says he has made of it, could not be less than 
thirty-four thousand pounds sterling. — That he has 
not informed the Directors from whom he received 
this money, at what time, nor on what account ; 
but, on the contrary, has attempted to justify the 
receipt of it, which was illegal, by the application 
of it, which was unauthorized and unwarrantable, 
and which, if admitted as a reason for receiving 
money privately, would constitute a precedent of 
the most dangerous nature to the Company’s ser- 
vice. — That in attempting to justify the receipt and 
application of the said money, he has endeavoured 
to establish principles oi conduct in a Governour, 
which tend to subvert allp order and regularity in 
the conduct of publick business ; to encourage and 
facilitate fraud and corruption in all offices of pecu- 
niary trust ; and to defeat all inquiry into the mis- 
conduct of any person, in whom pecuniary trust is 
reposed.- — That the said Warren Hastings, in his 
letter above mentioned, has made a declaration to 
the Court of Directors in thq following terms : — 

*■ Having 
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“ Having had occasion to disburse from my own 
“ cash many sums, which though required to en- 
“ able me to execute the 'duties of my station, I 
“ have hitherto omitted to enter in my publick 
“ accounts, and my own fortune being unequal to 
“ so heavy a charge, I have resolved to reimburse 
“ niyself in a mode the most suitable to the situa- 
“ tion of your affairs by charging the same in my 
Durbar accounts of the present year, and credit- 
“ ing them by a sum privately received^ and ap- 
“ propriated to your service in the same manner 
“ with other sums received on account of the Ho- 
“ nourable Company, and already carried to their 
“ account.’" — That, at the time of writing this letter, 
the said Warren Hastings had been in possession 
of the Government of Fort- William about twelve 
years, with a clear salary, or avowed emoluments, 
at no time lesS' than twenty-five thousand pounds 
sterling a year, exclusive of which all the principal 
expenses of his residence, were paid for by the 
Company. — That if the services mentioned by him 
were required to- enable him to execute the duties 
of his station, he ought not to have omitted to enter 
them in his publick accounts at the times when 
the expenses were incurred. That if it was true, 
as he affirms, that when he first engaged in these 
expenses he had no intention to carry them to the 
account of the Company, there was no subsequent 
change in his situation, which could justify his 

departing 
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departing from that intention. — That if his own for- 
tune in the year 1784 was unequal to so heavy a 
charge, the state of his fortune at any earlier period 
must have been still more unequal to so heavy a 
charge. — That the fact so asserted by the said 
Warren Hastings leads directly to an inference 
palpably false* find absurd, viz. that the longer a 
Governour-Genergil holds that lucrative office the 
poorer he must 'become. — That neither would the 
assertion, if it were true, nor the inference, if it 
were admitted, justify the conduct avowed by the 
said Warren Hastings, in revolving to reimburse 
himself out of the Company’s property, without 
their consent or knowledge. — That the account 
transmitted in this letter is styled by himself an 
aggregate of a contingent account of twelve years . — 
That all contingent accounts should be submitted 
to those, who ought to have an official control over 
them, at annual or other shorter periods, in order 
that the expense already^incurred may be checked 
and examined, and sirnila^expenses, if disapproved 
of, may be prohibited in time ; that, after a very 
long period is elapsed, all check and control over 
such expenses is impracticable ; and, if it were 
practicable in the present instance, would be com- 
pletely useless, since the said Warren Hastings, 
without waking for the consent of the Directors, 
did resolve to reimburse himself the conduct 
of the said Warren Hastings, in withholding these 

accounts 
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accounts for twelve years together, and then re- 
solving to reimburse himself without the consent of 
his employers, has been fraudulent in the first in- 
stance, and in the second amounts to a denial and 
mockery of the authority filaced over him by law ; 
and that he has thereby set a dangerous example to 
his successours, and to every man in trust or office 
under him. — That the mode, in ,which he has re- 
imbursed himself, is a crime of* a much higher 
order, and greatly aggravates whatever was already 
criminal in the other parts of this transaction. — That 
tlie said Warren Khstings in declaring, that he 
should reimburse himself by crediting the Com- 
pany by a sum prwately received^ has acknow^- 
ledged himself guilty of an ill(?gal act in receiving 
money privately . — That he has suppressed or with- 
held every particular, which could throw any light 
on a conduct so suspicious in a Governour, as the 
private receipt of money. — That the general con- 
fession of the private receipt of a large sum in 
gross, in which no cir(,,unistance of time, place, 
occasion, or pereon, nor even the amount, is speci- 
fied, tends to cover or protect any act of the same 
nature (as far as a general confession can protect 
such acts), which may be detected hereafter, and 
which in fact may not make part of the gross sum 
so confessed, and that it tends to perplex and defeat 
all inquiry into ruch practices. — I’hat the said 
Warren' Hastings in stating to the Directors, that 

he 
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he has resolved to reimburse himself in a mode the 
most suitable to the situation of their affairs, \iz. 
by receiving money privately against law, has stated 
a presumption highly ii^rious to the integrity of 
the said Directors; vi^; that they will not object 
to, or even inquire into any extraordinar}' expenses, 
incurred and-ojiiarged by their Governours in India, 
provided such ei^penses are reimbursed by money 
privately and illegally received. — That he has not 
explained what that situation of their affairs was, 
or could be, to which so dangerous and corrupt a 
principle was or might be applied. — That no evi- 
dence has been produced to prove, that it was true, 
nor any ground of argument stated to show, that it 
might be credible, that any native of India had 
voluntarily and gratuitously given money privately 
to the said Warren Hastings, that is, without some 
prospect of a benefit in return, or some dread of 
his resentment, if he refused. — That it is not a 
thing to be believed, tjiat any native would give 
large sums privately to a^Governour, which he re- 
fused to give or lend publickly -to (government, 
unless it were to derive some adequate secret ad- 
vantage from the favour, or to avoid some mischief 
from the enmity, of such Governour. That the 
late confessions made by the said Warren Hastings 
of money received against law are no proof, that he 
did not originally intend to appropriate tlie same to 
his own use, such confessions having be*en made 

at 


VOL. xif. 


M 



162 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


at a suspicious moment, when, and not before, he 
was apprized of the inquiries commenced in the 
House of Commons, and when a dread of the con- 
sequence of those inquiries might act upon his 
mind ; that such confessions from the obscure, in- 
tricate and contradictory manner, in which they are 
made, imply guilt in the said Warr€;pr Hastings, as 
far as they go ; that they do not fqrnish any colour 
of reason to conclude, that he has confessed all the 
money, which he may have corruptly received; but 
that, on the contrary, they warrant a just and 
reasonable presumption, that in discovering some 
part of the bribes he had received, he hoped to 
lull suspicion, and thereby conceal and secure the 
rest. 

That the Court of Directors, when the former 
accounts of these transactions came before them, 
did show an evident disposition not to censure the 
said W arren Hastings, but to give the most favour- 
able construction to his conduct ; that nevertheless 
they found themselves ol^liged to confess, that 
“ the staterqent of those transactions appeared to 
“ them in many parts so unintelligible, that they 
“ felt themselves under the necessity of calling on 
“ the Governour-General for an explanation, agree- 
“ ably to his promise voluntarily made to them.*’ 

That their letter, containing this requisition, was 
received in Bengal in, the month of August 1784, 
and that the said Warren Hastings did not embark 

for 
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for England until the 2d of February 1785, but 
made no reply to that letter before his departure, 
owing, as he has since said, to a variety of other 
more important occupatiom. — That, under pretence 
of such occupations, he neglected to transmit to 
the Court of Directors a copy of a pap^r, which, he 
says, contained the only account he ever kept of 
the transaction. .That such a paper, or a copy of 
it, might have been transmitted without interrupt- 
ing other important occupations, if any could be 
more important than that of giving a clear and 
satisfactory answer to the requisition of the Di- 
rectors. That, since his arrival in England, he has 
written a letter to the Chairman of that Court, 
professedly in answer to their letter above men- 

^ . . . . ter of the 

tioned, but in fact erivinff no explanation or satis- nth juiy, 
faction whatsoever on the points, which they had end of 
declared to be unintelligible. Th'Rt the terms of charges, 
his letter are ambiguous and obscure, such as a 
guilty man might ha^ recourse to in order to 
cover his guilt, but such ^is no innocent man, from 
whom nothing was required but "to clear his in- 
nocence by giving plain answers to plain questions, 
could possibly have made use of. That in his 
letter of the 11th of .July 1785, he says, “ that he 
“ has been kindly apprized, that the information 
“ required* as above yet expected from him: 

“ that the submission, which diis respect would 
“ have enjoined him to pay to the command im- 
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‘‘ posed on him, was lost to his recollection, per- 
‘‘ haps, from the stronger impression, which the 
first and distant perusal of it had left on his 
“ mind, that it was rather intended as a repre- 
“ hension for something, which had given offence 
“ in his report of the original transaction, than as 
expressive of any want of a further elucidation 
“ of it.” 

That the said Warren Hastings, dn affecting to 
doubt whether the information expressl}^ required 
of him by his employers was expected or not, has 
endeavoured to justify a criminal delay and evasion 
in giving it. — That, considering the importance of 
the subject, and the recent date of the command, 
it is not possible, that it could be lost to his recollec- 
tion ; much less is it possible, that be could have 
understood the specifick demand of an answer to 
specifick questions to be intended only as a re- 
prehension for a former offence ; vis^. the offence 
of withholding from the Directors that very ex- 
planation, which he ought to have given in the 
first instance. — That the said Warren Hastings, in 
hi,s answer to the said questions, cautiously avoids 
aflfirming or denying any thing in clear positive 
terms, and professes to recollect nothing with ab- 
solute certainty. — That he has not, even now, 
informed the Directors of the name cf any one 
person, from w'hoin, any part of the money in 
question was received, nor what was the motive of 

any 
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any one person for giving the same. — That he has 
indeed declared, that his motive for lending to the 
Company, or depositing in their treasury in his 
own name, money, which he has, in other places, 
declared to be their property, was to avoid osten- 
tation ; and that lending the money was the least 
liable to reflection ; yet, when he has stated these 
and other conjectural motives for his own conduct, 
he declares he will not affirm y though he is flirmly 
persuaded, that those were his sentiments on the 
occasion. That of one thing only the said Warren 
Hastings declares he is certain; viz. “ That it was 
his design originally to have concealed the re- 
ceipt of all sums, except the second, even from 
“ the knowledge of the Court of Directors ; but 
that when fortupe threw a sum in his way of a 
“ magnitude, which could not be concealed, and the 
“ peculiar delicacy of his situation* at the time, in 
“ which he had received it, made him more cir- 
cumspect of appeari^nces, he chose to apprize 
“ his employers of it.-v-That the •►said Warren 
Hastings informs the Directors, that he had en- 
dorsed the bonds taken by him for money belong- 
ing to the Company, and lent by him to the 
Company, in order to guard against their becoming 
a claim on the Company, as part of his estate in the 
event of his death ; but he has not affirmed, nor 
does it any where appear, that he has surrendered 
the said bonds, as he ought to have done. That 

M 3 the 
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the said Warren Hastings in affirming, that he had 
not time to answer the questions put to him by the 
Directors, while he was in Bengal — in not bring- 
ing with him to England the documents necessary 
to enable him to answer those questions, or in pre- 
tending, th^t he has not brought them — in referring 
the Directors back again to Bengal, -for those do- 
cuments, and for any further information on a 
subject, on which he has given • them no infor- 
mation, and particularly in referring them back to 
a person in Bengal for a paper, which he says 
contained the only account he ever kept of the 
transaction, while he himself professes to doubt 
whether that paper be still in being^ whether it be 
in the hands of that person, or whether that person 

can recollect any thing distinctly concerning it 

has been guilty of gross evasions, and of palpable 
prevarication add deceit, as well as of contumacy 
and disobedience to the lawful orders of the Court 
of Directors ; and thereby .confirmed all the former 
evidence of his having constantly used the influence 
of his station for* the most scandalous, illegal, and 
corrupt purposes. 
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IX. RESIGNATION OF THE OFFICE OF 
GO VERNOUR-GENERAL. 


THAT Wajren Hastings having by his agent 
Lauchlin Macleane, Esquire, on the 10th day of 
October, in the* year 1776, “ signified to the Court 
“ of Directors his desire to resign his office of 
“ Governour-General of Bengal, and requested 
‘ ‘ their nomination of a successor to the vacancy, 
‘‘ which would be thereby occasioned in the 
“ Supreme Council,” the Court of Directors did 
thereupon desire the said Lauchlin Macleane “ to 
inform them of the authority, under which he 
“ acted in a point of such very great importance 
and the said Lauchlin Macleane “signifying there- 
“ upon his readiness to give the Court every pos- 
“ sible satisfaction on tjaat subject, but the powers, 
“with which he was irijtrusted by 4,he papers in 
“ his custody, being mi:?ied with'othfy' matters of 
“ a nature extremely confidential, he would submit 
“ the same to the inspection of any three of 
“ the members of the Court,” the s*did Court of Di- 
rectors empowered the chairman, deputy chairman, 
and Richard Becher, Esquire, to inspect the au- 
thorities, powers, and directions, with which Mr. 
Macleane was furnished by Mr. Hastings, to make 

4 the 
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the propositions contained in his letter of the 10th 
October 1776, and to report their opinion thereon. 
And the said Committee did accordingly, on the 
23d of the said month, report, “ that, having con- 
“ ferred with Mr. Macleane on the subject of his 
“letter presented to the Court the 11th instant, 
“ they found, that, from the purport of Mr. Hast- 
“ ings’s instructions, contained in a paper in his 
“own hand-writing given to Mr. • Macleane, and 
“ produced by him to them, Mr. Hastings declared 
“ he would not continue in the government of 
“ Bengal, unless certain conditions, therein speci- 
“ tied, could be obtained, of which they saw no 
“ probability ; and Mr. George Vansittart had 
“ declared to them, that he was present when 
“ these instructions were giv^eii to Mr. Macleane, 
“ and when Mr. Hastings empowered Mr. Mac- 
“ leane to decbare his resignation to the said 
“Court; that Mr. Stewart had likewise confirmed 
“ to them, that Mr. Hastings declared to him, that 
“ he had give^i directions* to the above purpose by 
Mr. Macleane.^’ 

jAnd the Court of Directors, having received 
from the said report due satisfaction respecting the 
authority vested in the said Lauchlin Macleane to 
propose the said resignation of the office of Gover- 
nour-General of Bengal, did unanimously resolve 
to accept the same and did also, under powers 
vested in the said Court by the Act of the 13th 

year 
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year of His present Majesty, “ nominate and ap- 
point Edward Wheler, Esquire, to succeed to 
‘‘the office in the Council of Fort-William in 
“ Bengal, which will become vacant by the said 
“ resignation, if such nomination shall be approved 
“ by His Majesty which nomination and ap- 
pointment wa5* afterwards, in due form, approved 
and confirmed by. His Majesty. 

That the Court of Directors did, by a postcript 
to their general letter, dated 25th October 1776, 
acquaint the Governour-General and Council at 
Calcutta of their acceptance of the said resig- 
nation, of their appointment of Edward Wheler, 
Esquire,. to fill the said vacancy, and of His Ma- 
jesty’s approbation of the said appointment, to- 
gether with the grpuiids of their said proceedings ; 
and did transmit to the said Governour-General 
and Council copies of the said 'instruments of 
appointment and confirmation. 

* 

That the said despatcjies from the Court of Di- 
rectors were received at ^Calcutta, and were read 
in Council on tlje 19th ^ay of June, iji the year 
1777 ; and that Warren Hastings, Esquire, havir^ 
taken no steps to yield the government to his suc- 
cessour. General Clavering, and having observed 
a profound silence on the subject of the said des- 
patches, he, the said General Clavering, did, on 
the next day, being the 20th of June, 6y a letter 
addressed to the said Warren Hastings, require 
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him to surrender the keys of Fort-William and of 
the Company’s treasuries ; but the said Warren 
Hastings did positively refuse to comply with the 
said requisition, “ denying, that his office was 
“ vacated, and declaring his resolution to assert 
and maintain his authority by every legal means.” 
That the said General Clavering, conceiving, 
that the office of Govemour-General was vacated 
by the arrival of the said despatches, which ac- 
quainted the Council-General of the resignation of 
the said Warren Hastings, and the appointment of 
the said Edward Wheler, Esquire, and that he, 
the said General Clavering, had in consequence 
thereof legally succeeded under the provisions of 
the Act of the 13th year of His present Majesty’s 
reign to the said office of Governour-General, 
become vacant in the manner aforesaid, did, in 
virtue thereof, i’ssue in his own name summonses 
to Richard Barwell, Esquire, and Philip Francis, 
Esquire, members of the ^Council, to attend the 
same ; and in the presence of the said Philip 
Francis, Esquire, who obeyed the said summons, 
djd take the oaths as Governour-General, and did 
sit and preside in Council as Governour-General, 
and prepared several Acts and Resolutions in the 
said capacity of Governour-General ; and did, 
amongst other things, prepare a proclamation to 
be made of his said .succession to the government, 
and of its commencing from the date of the said 

proclamation ; 
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proclamation ; but did not carry any of the Acts 
or Resolutions so prepared into execution. 

The said Warren Hastings did, notwithstanding 
thereof, and in pursuance of his resolution to assert 
and maintain his authority, illegally and unjustifi- 
ably summon the Council to meet in another de- 
partment, and. did sit and preside therein, apart 
from the said General Clavering and his Council ; 
and in conjunction with Richard Barwell, Esquire, 
who concurred therein, issued sundry orders, and 
did sundry Acts of government belonging to the 
office of Governour-General ; and, amongst others, 
did order several letters to be written in the name 
of the Governour-General and Council, and did 
subscribe the same, to the commandant of the 
garrison of Fort-William, and to the commanding 
officer at Barrackpore, and to the commanding 
officers at the other stations, and also to the pro- 
vincial councils and collectors in the provinces, 
enjoining them severally “ to obey no orders, ex- 
cepting such as should be signed by the said 
“ Warren Hastings, or a majority -of hj^ Council.” 

That the said Warren Hastings did by the sajd 
proceedings, which were contrary both to law and 
to good faith, constitute a double Government, 
thereby destroying and annihilating all government 
whatever ; -and, by his said orders to the military 
officers, did prepare for opent resistance* by arms, 
exposing thereby the settlement, and all the 

.inhabitants, 
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inhabitants, subjects of or dependent on the British 
Government, whether native or European, not only 
to political distractions, but to the horrours of civil 
war ; and did, by exposing the divisions and weak- 
ness of the Supreme Government, and thereby 
loosening the obedience of the provinces, shake 
the whole foundation of British .authority, and 
imminently endanger the existejice of the British 
nation in India. 

That the said evils were averted only by the 
moderation of the said General Clavering, and 
Philip Francis, Esq. in consenting to a reference, 
and submitting to the decision of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, although they enter- 
tained no doubts themselves on the legality of 
their proceedings, and the validity of General 
Clavering’s instant right to the Chair ; and although 
they were not in any way bound by law to consult 
the said Judges, who had no legal or judicial au- 
thority therein in virtue ^f their offices, or as a 
court of justice, but wer^ consulted, and interposed 
their advice, only as individuals, by the voluntary 
reference of the parties in the said dispute. And 
the said Warren Hastings by bis declaration, en- 
tered in Minutes of Council, “ that it was his 
“ determination to abide by the opinion of the 
“ Judges,” and by the measures he had previously 
taken as* aforesaid^ jto enforce the same by arms, 
did risk* all the dangerous consequences above 

mentioned ; 
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mentioned ; which must have taken place, if the said 
General Clavering and Philip Francis, Esq. had 
not been more tender of the publick interests, and 
less tenacious of their own rights, and had per- 
sisted in their claim, as they were by law entitled 
to do, the extra-judicial interposition of the Judges 
notwithstanding ; and from which claim they re- 
ceded only from tjieir desire to preserve the peace 
of the Settlement, and to prevent the mischiefs, 
which the illegal resistance of the said Warren 
Hastings would otherwise infallibly have occasioned. 

That after the said Judges had delivered their 
opinion, “ that the place and office of Governour- 
‘‘ General of this Presidency had not yet been 
“ vacated by Warren Hastings, and that the actual 
** assumption of the Government by the member 
“ of the Council next in succession to Mr. Hast- 
‘‘ ings, in consequence of any deduction, which 
“ could be made from the papers communicated 
“ to them, would be absolutely illegal;” and after 
the said General Clavering^and Philip Francis, Esq. 
had signified to the said Warren* Hastings, by a 
letter dated the 21st of June, “ their intention to ac^- 
‘‘ quiesce in the opinion of the Judges and when 
the differences in the Supreme Council were by 
these means composed, and the calamities con- 
sequent thereon were avoided, the said Warren 
Hastings and Richard Barwell„ Esq. did once more 
endanger the publick peace and security by other 

illco-al. 
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illegal, unwarrantable, and unprovoked acts of 
violence ; having omitted to summon either the 
said General Clavering, or the said Philip Francis, 
Esq. to Council ; and having, in a Council held 
thus privately and clandestinely, and contrary to 
law, on the 2*2d day of June, come to the following 
resolutions, viz. 

“ Resolved, that by the said Acts, Orders, and 
Declarations of Lieutenant-General John Claver- 
ing, recited in the foregoing papers [meaning the 
proceedings of General Clavering in his separate 
Council on the 20th of June] he has actually 
usurped and assumed, and taken possession of the 
place and office of Governour-General of the Pre- 
sidency of Fort-William in Bengal, granted by the 
Act of the 13th of His present Majesty to Warren 
Hastings, Esq. 

“ Resolved, that Lieutenant-General John Cla- 
vering has thereby relinquished, resigned, surren- 
dered, and vacated the opice of senior counsellor 
of Fort- William in Bengg,!. 

“ Resolved, tiiat Lieutenant-General John Cla- 
v^ering has thereby relinquished, resigned, surren- 
dered, and vacated his place of commander-in 
chief of the Company’s forces in India. 

“ Resolved, that Richard Barwell, Esq. by virtue 
of the said Act of Parliament, and by the death of 
the honourable Geo:gge Monson, Esq. is promoted 
to the office of senior counsellor of the Presidency 

of 
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of Fort-William in Bengal, in consequence of the 
said relinquishment, resignation, surrender, and 
vacation of General Clavering. 

“ Resolved, that the office of commander-in 
chief of the Company’s forces in India, by the 
relinquishment, resignation, surrender, and vaca- 
toin of General ^ Clavering, and by the death of the 
honourable George Monson, Esq. does no longer 
exist. 

“ Resolved, that, for the preservation of the 
legality of our proceedings, Lieutenant-General 
John Clavering be not in future summoned or ad- 
mitted as a member of the Governour-General and 
Council.” 

And the said Warren Hastings and Richard 
Barwell, Esq. did again sit in Council on the next 
day, being the 23 d of June, without summoning 
either General Clavering, or Philip Francis, Esquire; 
and did come to several other resolutions, and 
make several orders, contrary to law or justice; 
and inconsistent with the tranquillity and the secu- 
rity of the Settlement ; that is to say, they ordered 
their secretary “ to notify to General Claveringr 
“ that the Board had declared his offices of senior 
‘‘ counsellor and commander-in-chief to be vacant . 

3 

and to furnish him with a copy of these pro 
“ ceedings, containing the grounds of the Board 
“ for the aforesaid declaration,,”* 

And they ordered extracts of the said proceed.- 
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iiigs “ to be issued in general orders, with letters 
“ to all the provincial councils and military stations, 
“ directing them to publish the same in general 
orders and they resolved, ‘‘that all military 
“ returns be made to the Governour-General and 
“ Council in their military department, until a 
“commander-in-chief shall be appointed by the. 
“ Company.” 

That on the day following, that is to say, on 
the 24tli of June, the said Warren Hastings did 
again omit to summon General Clavering to 
Council, and did again, together with Richard 
Harwell, Esquire, who concurred therein, adhere to 
and confirm the said illegal resolutions come to on 
the two former days, declaring, “ that they could 
“ not be retracted but by the present authority of 
“ the law, or by future orders from home;” and 
aggravating the guilt of the said unjustifiable acts 
by declaring, as the said Warren Hastings did, 

“ that the}^ were not the. precipitate effects of an 
“ instant and passionate impulse, but the fruits 
“ of long and most temperate deliberations, of in- 
evitable necessity, of the strictest sense of publick 
“ duty, and of a conviction equal in its impression 
“ on his mind to absolute certainty.” 

That the said Warren Hastings was the less 
excusable in this obstinate adherence to his former 
unjust proceedings, .as the said declarations were 
made in answer to a motion made by Philip 

Francis 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. 


177 


Francis, Esquire, for the reversal of the said pro- 
ceedings, and to a Minute introducing the said 
motion ; in which Mr. Francis set forth in a clear 
and forcible manner, and in terms, with which the 
Court of Directors have since declared their entire 
concurrence, both the extreme danger, and the 
illegality anc^ invalidity of the said proceedings of 
Warren Hastings^ and Richard Barwell, Esq., con- 
cluding the sai<l Minute by the following concili- 
atory declaration ; “ and, that this salutary motion 
“ may not be impeded by any idea or suspicion, 
“ that General Clavering may do any act incon- 
“ sistent with the acquiescence, which both lie and 
“ I have avowed in the decision of the Judixes, 1 
“ will undertake to answer for him in this respect; 

or that, if he should depart from tlie true spirit 
“ and meaning of that acquiescence, 1 will not be 
“ a party with him in such proceedings.” 

That the said Warren Hastings could not plead 
ignorance of the law^ in^excuse for the said illegal 
acts, as it appears from tl>e proceedings of the four 
preceding days, that he was well*acqiv»inted with 
the tenure, by which the members of the Couiuiil 
held their offices under the Act of the 13th of His 
present Majesty, and had stated the same as a 
ground for retaining his owui office contrary to an 
express deolaration of the Court of Directors, and 
an instrument under the sigu-manual of His Ma- 
jesty ; and the Judges of the Supreme Court, in. 
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I. their reasons for their decision in his favour, had 
stated the provisions in the said Act, so far as they 
related to the matter in dispute ; from which it 
appeared, that there were but four grounds, on 
which the office of any member of the Council 
could be vacated ; namely, death, removal, resig- 
nation, or promotion. And as the. 'Act confined 
the power of removal to, “ His Majesty, his heirs 
“ and successors, upon representation made by 
the Court of Directors of the said United Com- 
“ pany for the time being;*’ and conferred no 
such power on the Governour-General, or a ma- 
jority of the Council, to remove on any ground, 
or for any cause whatever, one of their colleagues ; 
so, granting the claim of General Clavering to the 
Chair, and his Acts done in furtherance thereof, 
to have been illegal, and criminal in whatever 
degree, yet it did not furnish to the rest of the 
Council any ground to remove him from his office 
of counsellor under the pro?-isions of the said Act ; 
and there could therefore'' rtmain only his resigna- 
tion or promotion, as a possible means of vacating 
his said office. But with regard to the promotion 
of General Claveriiig to the office of Governour- 
General, although he claimed it himself, yet, as 
Mr. Hastings did not admit it, and as in fact it 
was even receded from by General Ciavering, it 
could not be considered, at least by Mr. Hastings, 

’af? a^valid ground for vacating his office of senior 

counsellor. 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. I79 

counsellor, since the Act requires for that purpose 
not a rejected claim, but an actual and effectual 
promotion ; and General Clavering’s office of coun- 
seller could no more be vacated by such a naked 
claim, unsupported and disallowed, than the seat 
of a member of the House of Commons could be 
vacated, and* a new w’^rit issued to supply the va- 
cancy, by his claim to the office of Steward of 
the Chiltern Hundreds, when His Majesty has 
refused to appoint him to the said office. And 
with regard to resignation, although the said War- 
ren Hastings, as a colour to his illegal resolutions, 
had affectedly introduced the word resigned” 
amongst those of “ relinquished, surrendered, and 
“ vacated,” yet he well knew, that General Claver- 
ing had made no^offer, nor declaration, of his re- 
signation of his offices of senior counsellor and 
commander-ill-chief ; and that he did not claim the 
office of Governour-Gerieral on the ground of. any 
such resignation made by himself, but on the ground 
of a resignation made by flie said Warren Hastings, 
which resignation the said Warren Hastings did 
not admit ; and the use of the term resigned on tlftit 
occasion, was therefore a manifest and wilful mis- 
construction and misapplication of the words of the 
Act of His present Majesty. And such misinterpre- 
tation and false extension of the term of resignation 
was the more indecent in the said Warren Hastings, 
as he was at the same moment disavowing arid 

N 2 refusing 
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refusing to give effect to his own clear and express 
resignation, according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the word as used in the said Act, made by 
his agent, duly authorized and instructed by him- 
self so to do, to an authority competent to receive 
and accept tjie same. 

That although the said Warren ^Hastings did 
afterwards recede from the said illegal measures 
in compliance with the opinion and advice of the 
Judges again interposed, and did thereby avoid 
the guilt of such further acts, and the blame of 
such further evils, as must have been consequent 
on a persistence therein, yet he was, nevertheless, 
still guilty of the illegal acts above described ; and 
the same are g:reat crimes and misdemeanors. 

That, although the Judges di(i, decide, that the 
office of Governour-General, held by the said 
Warren Hastings, was not ipso facto and htstantcr 
vacated by the arrival of the said despatches and 
documents, transmitted by fhe Court of Directors ; 
and did consider the s:iid consequences of the 
resignation ^s awaiting sioine future act or event 
for its complete and effectual operation ; yet tlie 
said Judges did not declare any opinion on the 
ultimate invalidity of the said acts of Lauchlin 
Macleane, Esq. as not being binding on his prin- 
cipal, Warren Hastings, Esq., nor did they declare 
any opinion, that the obligation of the said resig- 
nation was not from the beginning conclusive and 

effectual. 
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effectual, although its operation was, from the 
necessity of the case, on account of the distance 
between England and India, to take place only in 
future ; or that the said resignation made by Lauch- 
lin Macleane, Esq. was only an offer or proposal of 
a resignation to be made at some future and in- 
definite permd, or a mere intimation of the desire 
of Warren Hastings, Esq. to resign at some future 
and indefinite period, and that the said resignation, 
notwithstanding the acceptance thereof by the 
Court of Directors, and the regular appointment 
and confirmation of a successour, was still to re- 
main optional in the said Warren Hastings, to be 
ratified or departed from at his future choice or 
pleasure ; nor did the said Judges pronounce, nor 
do any of their reasonings, which accompanied their 
decision, tend to establish it as their opinion, that 
even the time for ratifying and completing the said 
transaction was to be at the sole discretion of the 
said Warren Hastings; but they only delivered 
their opinion, as aforej>aid, that his said office 
“ has not v/c/ been vacated, and .therefore that the 
“ actual assumption of the Government by J;he 
“ member of the Council next in succession was, 
“ in the actual circumstances, and rebus sic stan- 
“ tibus, illegal.” 

That the said Warren Hastings does no where 
himself contend, that the said resignation was not 
absolute, but optional, according to the tVue mean- 

N 3 ing 
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ing and understanding of the parties in England, 
and so far as the acts of Lauchlin Macleane, Esq. 
and the Court of Directors were binding on him ; 
but, on the contrary, he grounds his refusal to com- 
plete the same, not on any interpretation of the 
words, in which the said resignation, and the other 
instruments ‘aforesaid, were conceived^ but rather 
on a disavowal (not direct indeed, but implied) 
of his said agent, and of the powers, under which 
the said agent had claimed to act in his behalf. 
Neither did the said Warren Hastings ground his 
said refusal on any objection to the particular day, 
or period, or circumstances, in which the requisi- 
tion of General Clavering was made ; lior accom- 
pany the said refusal with any qualification In that 
respect, or with any intimation, that he would, at 
any future or more convenient season, comply with 
the same ; although such an intimation might pro- 
bably have induced General Clavering to wave an 
instaiit and immediate claim to the chair, and 

C' « 

might therefore have prevented the distractions 
which happened,, and the greater evils which 
impended, in consequence of the said claim of 
General Clavering, and the said refusal of Warren 
Hastings, Esq. But the said Warren Hastings 
did, on the contrary, express his said refusal in such 
general and unqualified terms as intimated an in- 
tention to- resist ab^iolutely and altogether, both 
then and ^^t any future time, the said requisition of 

General 
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General Clavering. And the subsequent proceed- 
ings of the said Warren Hastings do all concur in 
proving, that such was his intention ; for he did 
afterwards, in conformity to the advice of the 
Judges, move a resolution in Council, “ that all 
“ parties be placed in the same situation, in which 
“ they stood, before the receipt of the last advices 
“ from England ; reserving and submitting to a 
decision in England the respective claims, that 
“ each party may conceive they have a right to 
‘‘ make, but not acting upon those claims till such 
“ decision shall arrive in Bengal thereby clearly 
and explicitly declaring, that it was not his inten- 
tion to surrender the Government until such 
decision should arrive in Bengal, which could not 
be expected in less time than a year and a half 
after the date of the said resolution ; and thereby 
clearly and explicitly declaring, that he did not 
consider his resignation as binding for the present. 
And the said intention was manifested, if pos’sible, 
still more directly and expressly in a letter written 
by the said Warren Hastings to jthe Court of Di- 
rectors, dated the 15tii of August 1777, hemg 
almost two months after the receipt of the said 
dispatches ; in which the said Warren Hastings 
declares, that “ he did not hold himself hound by 
“ the notification made by Mr. Macleaiie, nor by 
“ any of the acts consequent qf* it.” • 

That, such appearing to have been the* intention 

N 4 of 
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t)f the said Warren Hastings, General Clavering 
was justified in immediately assuming the Govern- 
ment, without waiting for any future act of the 
said Warren Hastings for the actual surrender of 
the said Government, none such being likely to 
happen; and Philip Francis, Esquire, was justified 

c _ 

in supporting Cjeneral Clavering in the same on 
the soundest principles of justice, and on a maxim 
received in Courts of Equity, namely, tliat no one 
shall avail himself of his own wrong ; and that, if 
any one refuse or neglect to perform that, which 
he is bound to do, the rights of others shall not be 
prejudiced thereby, but such acts shall be deemed 
and reputed to have been actually performed, and 
all the consequences shall be enforced, which 
would have follow'^ed from such actual pcrformance. 
And therefore the resolutions moved and voted 
in Council bv tli/j said Warren Hastinsrs, declaring 
the offi ces of (xeiieral (Jlaverino: to be vacant, were 
not only illegal, inasmuch as the said Warren 
Hastings had no authority to warrant such a de- 
claration, even on the sup})osition of the acts of 
General Clavering being contrary to law ; but the 
said resolutions were further highly culpable and 
criminal, inasmuch as the said acts done by Ge- 
neral Clav€;ring, which were made the pretence of 
that proceeding, were strictly regular and legal. 

That the refusaKof the said Warren Hastings 
to ratify the revsignation, and his disavowal of the 

said 
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said Lauchlin Macleane, his agent, is not justified 
by any thing contained in his said letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated on the 15th of August 
1777, the said Warren Hastings no where directly 
and positively asserting, that the said Lauchlin 
Macleane was not his agent, and had not both full 
and general powers, and even particular instructions 
for this very act ; although the said Warren Hast- 
ings uses many mdirect and circuitous, but insuffi- 
cient and inapplicable, insinuations to that effect. 
And the said letter does on the contrary contain 
a clear and express avowal, that the said Lauchlin 
Macleane was his confidential agent, and that in 
that capacity he acted througliout, and particularly 
in this special matter, with zeal and fidelity. And 
the said letter does further admit in efiect the 
instructions produced by the said Lauchlin Mac- 
leane, Esquire, confirmed by Mr. .Vansittart and 
Mr. Stewart, and relied on and confided in by 
the court of Directors, by which the said Ijauchlin 
Macleane appeared to be^ specially empowered to 
declare the said resignation ; the words of the said 
instruction bein<r as follow : “ that he (Mr. Hast- 

ings) will not continiie in the ( rover nment of Ben- 
(jalf ‘‘ unless certain conditions therein specified 
“ can be obtained and the words of the said 
letter being as follow : “ What I myself know 

with certainty, or can recollect at this* distance 
of time, concerning the powers and instructions, 

“ which 
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“ which were given to Messieurs Macleane and 
“ Graham, when they undertook to be my agents 
“ in England, I will circumstantially relate. 

“ I am in possession of two papers, which were 
“ presented to those gentlemen at the time of their 
“ departure from Bengal; one of which comprises 
“ four short propositions, which I required as the 
‘‘ conditions of my being confirmed in this Cxovern- 
“ ment." 

And although the said Warren Hastings does 
here artfully somewhat change the words of his 
written instructions (and which having in his pos- 
session he might as easily have given verbatim) to 
other words, which may appear less explicit, yet 
they are in fact capable of only the same rr^eaning ; 
for as at the time of giving the said instructions 
to his agents lie was in full possession of his of- 
fice, he could want no confirmation therein, except 
his own; and, in such circumstances, “ to require 
“ certain things, as the conditions of his being con- 
firmed in his Crovernmentf is tantamount to a 

declaration, “ that he will not continue in hw Cxo- 
# 

‘‘ vernment^ unless those conditions can be obtained.'' 
And the said attempt at prevarication can serve 
its author the less, as either both sentences have 
one and the same meaning, or if their meaning 
be different, the original instructions ,,in his own 
hand-writing, or, in other words, the thing itself, 
must be preferred as evidence of its contents to a 

loose 
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loose Statement of its purport, founded, perhaps, 
on a loose recollection of it at a great distance of 
time. 

That the said refusal of Warren Hastings, Esq. 
was a breach of faith with the Court of Directors, 
and His Majesty’s ministers in England ; as the 
said resignation was not merely a voluntary offer 
without any consideration, and therefore subject 
to be recalled or . retracted at the pleasure of the 
sai,d Warren Hastings, but ought rather to be 
considered as having been the result of a negotia* 
tion carried on between Mr. Macleane for the 
benefit of Warren Hastings, Esq. on the one hand, 
and by the Court of Directors for the interests of 
the Company on the other ; which view of the 
transaction will appear the more probable, when 
it is considered, that at the time of the said re- 
signation a strict inquiry had been /jarrying on by 
the Court of Directors into the conduct of the 
said Warren Hastings ; and the Solicitor &,nd 
Counsel to the Company,* and other eminent Coun- 
sel, had given it as their opinions,^on cases stated 
to them, that there were grounds for suing the said 
Warren Hastings in the Courts of Law and Equity ; 
and that the Company would be entitled to re- 
cover in the said suits against Warren Hastings, 
Esq. several, very large sums of money taken by 
him in his office of Governour-.General, contrary 
to law, and in breach of his covenants, and of his 

dutv 
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duty to the Company and the Publick ; and the 
Court of Directors had also come to various severe 
resolutions of censure against the said Warren 
Hastings, and amongst others to a resolution to 
recall the said Warren Hastings, and remove him 
from his office of Governour-Geiieral, to answer 
for sundry great crimes and delinquencies by him 
committed in his said office. 

And on these accounts it appears probable, that 
the said resignation was tendered and accepted as 
a consideration for some beneficial concessions 
made in consequence thereof to the said W arren 
Hastings in his said dangerous and desperate con- 
dition. 

And the said refusal was also an act of great 
disrespect to the Court of Directors, and to His 
Majesty ; and, by rendering abortive their said 
measures, solemnly and deliberately taken, and ra- 
tified and confirmed by His Majesty, tended to 
bring the authority of the Court of Directors, and 
of His Majesty’’, into contempt. 

And the said refusal was an injury to General 
Clavering. 

And was also, or might have been, a great injury 
to Edward Wheler, Esquire. 

And was an act of signal treachery to Lauchlin 
Macleane, Esq. as also to Mr. Vansittart and Mr. 
Stewart,* whose honours and veracity were thereby 
brought into question, doubt, and suspicion. 


And 
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And the said refusal was prejudicial to the affairs 
of the servants of the Company in India by shaking 
the confidence to be placed in their agents by those 
persons, with whom it might be for their interest to 
negotiate on any matter of importance, and by thus 
subjecting the communication of persons abroad 
with those at home to difficulties not known before. 

t. II 

X. SURG EON-GENERAL’S CONTRACT. 

THAT the said Warren Hastings, in the y^r 
1777, did grant to the Surgeon-General a Con- 
tract for tliree years, for defraying every kind of 
hospital and medicine ex{)ense — not only in breach 
of the general orders of the Court of Directors with 
respect to the duration of contracts, but in direct 
opposition to a particular order of the Court of 
Directors, of the 30th of March 1774, when they 
directed, “ that the Surgeon should not be per- 
“ initted to enjoy any em^olument arising from his 

being concerned in dieting thg patients ; and 
“ that the occupations of Surgeon and *Con tractor 
“ should be forthwith separated.” — That the said 
Contract was in itself highly improper, and incon- 
sistent with the good of the service ; as it afforded 
the greatest temptation to abuse, and established 
a pecuniary interest in the Surgeon -Gen oral, con- 
trary to the duties of his station and profesi^ion. 


XI. 
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XI. CONTRACTS FOR POOLBUNDY 

REPAIRS. 


THAT the Governour-General and Council at 
Fort-William did, on the motion ai\(F recommenda- 
tion of Warren Hastings, Esquire^, enter into a Con- 
tract with Archibald Frazer, Esquire, on the 16tli 
of April 1778, for the- repairs of the pools and 
banks in the province of Burdwan, for two years, 
afcithe rate of 120,000 Sicca rupees for the first 
year, and 80,000 rupees for the second year. 

That on the 19tli of December 1778 the said 
Warren Hastings did further persuade the Supreme 
Council to prolong the term of the above Contract 
with Archibald Frazer for the space of three years 
more on the same conditions ; namely, the payment 
of 80,000 Sicca rupees for each year. To which 
was added a permission ^to Mr. Frazer to make 
JJobunds, or special repai7‘s, whenever he should 
judge them necessary, at the charge of Govern - 
rpent. 

That the said Contracts, both in the manner of 
their acceptance by the Supreme Council, without 
having previously advertised for proposals, and in 
the extent of their duration, were made in direct 
violation* of the Special Orders of the Court of 
Directors. 


That 
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That SO far from any advantage having been 
obtained for the Company in the terms of these 
Contracts, in consideration of the length of lime, 
for which they were to continue, the expense of 
Government up8h this article was increased by 
these engagements to a very great amount. 

That it apptsairs, that this Contract had been held 
for some years before by the Rajah of Burdwan, at 
the rate of 25,000 rupees per annum. 

That the superintendent^ of Poolbundy repairs, 
after an accurate and diligent survey of the Bunds 
and Pools, and the provinical Council of Burdwan, 
upon the best information they could procure, had 
delivered it as their opinion to the Governour- 
Generar and Council, before the said agreement 
was entered inito,^ that after the heavy expense 
(stated in Mr. Kinlock’s estimate, viz. 119,405 Sicca 
rupees) if disbursed as they recommended, the 
charge in future seasons would be greatly reduced, 
and after one thorough ^ and effectual repair, they 
conceived a small annual ei:pense would he sufficient 
to keep the Idunds up and prevent theff going to 
decay. 

That whatever extraordinary and unusual da- 
mages the Pools and Bunds might have sustained, 
either from the neglect of the Rajah’s officers, or 
from the violence of the then late rains, and the 
torrents thereby occasioned, to justify the* expense 
of the first year, yet as they were all considered and 

included 
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included in the estimate for that year, there could 
be no pretence f^r allowing and continuing so large 
and burtjhensome a payment as 80,000 rupees per 
annum fpr the four succeeding j^ears. 

That the said Watren Hastings did, in his 
Minutes of the 13th of February 1778, himself 
support that opinion, in the comparison to be made 
between Mr. Thomson's proposals of undertaking 
the same service for 00,000 rupees, a year, for nine 
years, and the terms ^of Mr. Frazer's Contract ; 
preferring the latter, because these were “ to effect 
“ ^ complete repair, whicli could hardly be coii- 
“ eluded in one season, and the subsequent expense 
“ would be but trifling." 

Notwithstanding which, the said Warren Hast- 
ings urged and prevailed upon the ^puncil to allow 
in the first year the full amount proposed by Mr. 
Kinlock in his estimate of the necessary repairs, 
and did burthen the Company with what he must 
have deemed to be, for the greater part, an unne- 
cessary expense of 80,000 rupees per aniiuin for 
four years. 

That the permission granted to Mr. Frazer to 
make Dobunds, or new and additional emb;ink- 
ments in aid of the old ones, whenever he should 
judge them necessary, at tlie charge of Government 
(the said charge to be verified by the oath of the 
said Frazer, without any voucher) w’as a pow'er very 
much to be suspected, aqd very improper to be 

intrust(Ml 
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intrusted to a Contractor, who had already cove- 
nanted to keep the old pools in pei^ect repair, and 
to construct new ones wherever the old Ipools had 
been broken down and washed away|; or where th® 
course of the rivers liiight’linve rendered new ones 
necessary, in consideration of the great sums sti- 
pulated to be paid to him by the Government. 

That the grar\,t of the foregoing Contracts, and 
the permission afterwards annexed to the second 
of the said grants, becom|j much more r^rehen- 

sible from a consideration of the circumstances 

/■ 

of the person, to whom such a grant was mad* 
That the due performance of the service re- 
quired local knowledge and experience, which the 
said Archibald Frazer, being an officer in the 
Supreme Cou^t of Justice, could not have pos- 
sessed. 

XII. CONTRACTS FOR OPIUM. 


THAT it appears, that the Opium produced yi 
Bengal and Bahar is a considerable and lucrative 
article in the export trade of those provinces ; that^ 
the whole produce has been for many years mono- 
polized either by individuals or by the Government; 
that the Court of Directors of the East-India Com- 
pany, in consideration of the hardship imposed on 

o the 


vor. xrr. 



194 > 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


the native owners and cultivators of the lands, who 
were deprived of their natural right of dealing with 
many competitors, and compelled to sell the pro- 
?<luce of iheir^ labour to a single monopolist, did 
authorize the Governour-Geiieral and Council to 
give up that commodity as an article of commerce. 

That while the said commodity continued to be 
a monopoly for the benefit of Government, and 
managed by a Contractor, the Contracts for pro- 
viding 4t were subject to the Company’s funda- 
mental regulation, namely, to be put up to auction, 
an# disposed of to the best bidder ; and that the 
Company particularly ordered, that the commodity 
when provided should be consigiied to the Board 
of Trade, who were directed to dispose thereof by 
publick auction. ^ 

That in May 1777 the said Warren Hastings 
granted to John Mackenzie a Contract for the pro- 
vision of Opium, to continue three years, and 
without advertising for proposals ; that this trans- 
action w^as condemned bv the Court of Directors, 
notwithstanding a clause liad been inserted in that 
Contract, by which it was left open to the Court 
of Directors to annul the same at the expiration of 
|;he first or second year. 

That about the end of the year 1780 the said 
Warren Hastings, in contradiction to the order 
above mentioned, di/l take away the sale of the 
Opium from the Board of Trade, though he 

disclaimed, 
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disclaimed, at the same time, any intention of im- 
plying a censure on their management. 

That in March 1781 the said Warren Hastings 
did grant to Stephen Sullivan, son of l^wrence Sul- 
livan, Chairman of the Court of Directors of the 
East-India Company, a Contract for the provision 
of Opium, witjiout advertising for proposals, and 
without even receiving any written proposals from 
him the said Sullivan ; that he granted this Con- 
tract for four years, and at the request of the said 
Sullivan did omit that clause, which was inserted 
in the preceding Contract, and by which it iiras 
rendered liable to be determined by orders from 
the Company ; the said Warren Hastings de- 
claring, contrary to truth, that such clause was 
now unnecessa|*y, as the Directors had appraised 
the Contract. 

That the said Sullivan had been but a few months 
in Bengal when the above Contract was given to 
him ; that he was a stra^nger to the Country, and 
to all the local coinmercyi thereof, and therefore 
unqualified for the management of-such ^a concern; 
and that the said Sullivan, instead of executing tike 
Contract himself, did, shortly after obtaining the 
same, assign it over to John Benn, and others 
and in consideration of such assignment did re- 
ceive from rfie said Benn a great sum of money. 

That from the preceding fa/Jts, as well* as from 
sundry other circumstances of restrictions taken off 

o 2 ’(particularly 
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(particularly by abolishing the office of inspector 
into the quality of the Opium) and of beneficial 
clauses introduced, it appears that the said Warren 
Hastings gave this Contract to the said Stephen 
Sullivan in contradiction to the orders of the Court 
of Directors, and without any regard to the interests 
of the India Company, for the sole purpose of 
creating an instant fortune for the said Sullivan at 
the expense of the India Company, without any 
claim of service or pretence of merit on his part, 
and without any apparent motive whatever, except 
that of securing or rewarding the attachment and 
support of his fatlier, Lawrence Sullivan, a person 
of great authority and influence in the direction of 
the Company’s affairs, and notoriously attached to 
and connected with the said Warrep Hastings. 

That the said Stephen Sullivan neither possessed, 
nor pretended to possess, any skill in the business 
of his Contract ; that he exerted no industry, nor 
showed, or could show, any exactness in the per- 
formance of it, since he Immediately sold the Con- 
tract for a sunx of money to another person (for 
t^e sole purpose of which sale, it must be pre- 
sumed, the same was given), by wdiich person 
another profit was to be made ; and by that person 
the same w'as again sold to a third, by whom a 
third profit was to be made. 

That the said Wa/ren Hastings, at the very time 
when he engaged the Company in a Contract for 

engrossing 
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engrossing* the whole of the Opium produced in 
Bengal and Bahar in the ensuing four years on 
terms of such exorbitant profit to the Contractor, 
affirmed, that “ there was little prospect of selling 
“ the Opium in Bengal at a reasonable price ; and 
“ that it was but natural to suppose, that the price 
of Opium would fall from the demand being les- 
“ sened — that ki a letter, dated the 5th of May 
1781, he informed the Directors, ‘‘ that owing to 
“ the indifferent state of the markets last season to 
“ the eastward, and the very enhanced rates of 
“ insurance, which the war had occasioned, tliey 
“ liad not been able to dispose of the Opium of 
“ the present year to so great an advantage as they 
expected ; and that more than one lialf of it re- 
“ mained still Vj tJieir warehouses.” — That the said 
Warren Hastings was guilty of a manifest breach 
of trust to his constituents and his employers in 
monopolizing for their pretended use an article of 
commerce, for which he.declared no purchasers had 
offered^ and that there -was little prospect of any 
off ering ; and the price of jvhich, h& said^ it was hut 
natural to suppose would fall. That the said WaT- 
ren Hastings liaving, by his own act, loaded tlie 
Company with a commodity, for which, either in the 
ordinary and regular course of publick auction, or 
even by private contract, there was, as he affirmed, 
no sale, did, under pretence of finding a mjirket for 
the same, engage the Company in an enterprise of 

u 3 great 
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great and certain expense, subject to a manifest 
risk, and full of disgrace to the East-India Com- 
pany, not only in their political character, as a 
great sovereign power in India, but in their com- 
mercial character, as an eminent and respectable 
body of merchants ; and that the execution of this 
enterprise was accompanied with . Sundry other 
engagements with other persons, in all of which 
the Company’s, interest was constantly sacrificed 
to that of individuals favoured by the said Warren 
Hastings. 

That the said Warren Hastings first engaged in 
a scheme to export one thousand four hundred and 
sixty chests of Opium, on the Company’s account, 
on board a ship belonging to Cudbert Thornhill, 
half of which was to be disposed^a(‘ in a coasting 
voyage, and the remainder in Canton. — That, be- 
sides the freight and commission payable to the 
said Thornhill on this adventure, twelve pieces 
of cannon belonging to the- Company were lent for 
arming tlie ship ; though' liis original proposal was, 
that the ship should be armed at his expense. — 
That this part of the adventure, depending for its 
success on a prudent and fortunate management of 
various sales and resales in the course of a cir- 
cuitous voyage, and being exposed to such risk 
both of sea and enemy, that all private traders had 
declined to be colioerned in it, was particularly 
unfit for a great trading Company, and could not 

be 
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be undertaken on their account with any rational 
prospect of advantage. 

That the said Warren Hastings soon after en- 
gaged in another scheme for exporting two thousand 
chests of Opium directly to China on the Com- 
pany’s account, and for that purpose ^accepted of 
an offer madQ by Henry Watson, the Company’s 
chief engineer, to convey the same in a vessel of 
his own, and tO' deliver it to the Company’s super- 
cargoes. — That after the offer of the said Henry 
Watson had been accepted, a letter from him was 
produced at the Board, in which he declared, that 
he was unable to equip the ship with a proper 
number of cannon, and requested, that he might be 
furnished with thirty-six guns from the Company’s 
stores at Madras, with which request the Board 
complied. — That it appears, that George William- 
son, the Company’s auctioneer at Calcutta, having 
complained, that by this mode of exporting the 
Opium, which used to l^e sold by publick auction, 
he lost his commission as auctioneer, the Board 
allowed him to draw a, commission pf one per 
cent, on all the Opium, which had been or was 4,o 
be exported. — That it appears, that the Contractor 
for Opium (whose proper duties and emoluments as 
Contractor ended with the delivery of the Opium) 
was also sfllowed to draw a commission on the 
Opium then shipping on the /Company ’s *account ; 

o 4 but 
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but for what reason, or on what pretence, does not 
appear. 

That the said Warren Hastings, in order to pay 
the said Stephen Sullivan in advance for the Opium 
furnished, or to be furnished, by him in the first 
year of his Contract, did borrow the sum of twenty 
lacks of rupees at eight per cent, or two hundred 
thousand pounds sterling, to be repaid by draughts 
to be drawn on the Company by their super-cargoes 
in China, provided the Opium consigned to them 
should arrive safe ; but that if the adventure failed, 
whether by the loss of the ships, or otherwise, the 
subscribers to the above loan were to be repaid 
their capital and interest out of the Company’s 
treasury in Bengal. 

That the said Warren Hastings^having in this 
manner purchased a commodity, for which he said 
there was no sale, and paid for it witli money, which 
he was obliged to borrow at a high interest, was 
still more criminal in his attempt, or pretended 
plan, to introduce it clandestinely into China. 
That the ii^portation of .Opium into China is for- 
bidden by the Chinese Government ; that the 
Opium on seizure, is burnt ; the vessel, that im- 
ports it, confiscated ; and the Chinese, in whose 
possession it may be found for sale, punished with 
death. 

That the GoverHour-Geiieral and Council were 

well 
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well aware of the existence of these prohibitions 
and penalties, and did therefore inform the super- 
cargoes in China, that the ship belonging to the 
said Henry Watson would enter the river at China 
as an armed ship, and would not be reported, as 
bearing a cargo of Opium ; that being a contraband 
trade. — That^gf the above two ships, the first be- 
longing to Cudbprt Thornhill, was taken by the 
French ; and that the second, arriving in China, 
did occasion much embarrassment and distress to 
the Company’s super-cargoes there, who had not 
been previously consulted on the formation of the 
plan, and were exposed to great difficulty and 
hazard in the execution of their part of it. That 
the ship was dela3’'ed, at a demurrage of an hundred 
dollars a day,^fi>r upwards of three months, waiting 
in vain for a better market. — The factory estimate 
the loss to the Company, including port-charges, 
demurrage, and factorj’ -charges allowed the cap- 
tain, at sixtv-nine thousand nine hundred* and 
ninety-three dollars, or , about twenty thousand 
pounds sterling. ^ ^ 

That the Company’s factory at China, afijpr 
stating the foregoing facts to the Court of Directors, 
conclude with the following general observations 
thereon : — “ on a review of these circumstances, 
with the* extravagant and unusual terms of the 
“ freight, demurrage, factofy.-charges, • &c. &c. 

“ we cannot help being of opinion, that private 

‘ ‘ •considerations 
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‘‘ considerations have been suffered to interfere 
“ too much for any benefit, that may have been 
“ intended to the Honourable Company. We 
“ hope for the honourable Court’s approbation 
“ of our conduct in this affair. The novelty and 
“ nature of the consignments have been the source 
“ of much trouble and anxiety ; and though we 
“ wished to have had it in our power to do more, 
“ we may truly say we have exceeded our expec- 
“ tations,” 

That every part of this transaction, from the 
monopoly, with which it commenced, to the con- 
traband dealing, with which it concluded, criminates 
the said Warren Hastings with wilful disobedience 
of orders, and a continued breach of trust ; that 
every step taken in it was attenfled with heavy 
loss to the Company, and with a sacrifice of their 
interest to that of individuals, and that, if finally 
a profit had resulted to the Company from such 
a transaction, no profit attending it could com- 
pensate for the probable ^’isk, to which their trade 
in China was thereby exposed ; or for the certain 
dii^honour and consequent distrust, which the East- 
India Company must incur in the eyes of the 
Chinese Government by being engaged in a low, 
clandestine traffick, prohibited by the laws of the 
Country. 


XHl. 
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XIll. APPOINTMENT of R. J. SULLIVAN. 


THAT, in the month of February^ 1781, Mr. 
Richard Jose^jJi Sullivan, Secretary to the Select 
Committee at Fort-St.-George, applied to them 
for leave to proceed to Calcutta on his private 
affairs. That, being the confidential secretary to 
the Select Committee at Fort-St.-George, and 
consequently possessed of all the views and secrets 
of the Company, as far as they related to that 
government, he went privately into the service of 
the Nahbb of Arcot ; and under the pretence of 
proceeding to* Calcutta on his private business, 
undertook a commission from the said Nabob to 
the Governour-General and Council, to negotiate 
with them in favour of certain projects of the 
said Nabob, which ha^ been reprobated by the 
Company. • 

That the said Sullivan, was soon after appointed 
back again by the said Warren Hastings to the 
office of Resident at the Durbar of the said Nabob 
of Arcot. That it was a high crime and mis- 
demeanor in the said Hastings to encourage so 
dangerous "Ian example in the Company’s service, 
and to interfere unnecessarily .with the Government 
of Madras in the discharge of the duties peculiarly 

ascribed 
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ascribed to them by the practice and orders of the 
Company, for the purpose of appointing to a 
great and confidential situation a man, who had 
so recently committed a breach of trust to his 
employers. 

That the Court of Directors, in their letter to 
Bengal, dated the 12th of July 1782," and received 
there on the 18th of February 1783, did condemn 
and revoke the said appointment. * That the said 
Directors, in their’s to Fort-St.-George, dated the 
28th of August 1782, and received there the 31st 
of January 1783, did highly condemn the conduct 
of the said Sullivan ; and, in order to deter their 
servants from practices of the same kind, did dismiss 
him f rom their service. 

That the said Hastings kiiowigg.^’that the said 
Sullivan’s appointment had been condemned and 
revoked by the Court of Directors, and pretending, 
that on the 15th of March 1783 he did not know, 
that the said Sullivan was dismissed from the 
Company’s service, though that fact was known at 
Madras on the 34st of the preceding January, did 
recommend the said Sullivan to be embassador at 
the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn, Subahdar of the 
Deccan, in defiance of the authority and orders of 
the Court of Directors. 

That even admitting, what is highly improbable, 
that the dismissiore of the said Sullivan from the 

t 

service of the said Company was not known at 

Calcutta 
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Calcutta in forty-three days from Madras, the 
last-mentioned nomination of the said Sullivan was 
made at least in contempt of the censure already 
expressed by the Court of Directors at his former 
appointment to the Durbar of the Nabob of Arcot, 
and which was certainly known to the said 
Hastings. 


XIV. RANNA OF GOHUD. 


THAT on the 2d of December 1779 the Go- 
vernour-General and Council of Fort-William, at 
the speejal recommendation and instance of War- 
ren Hastings^ Es(|uire, then Governour-General, 
and contrary to tlie declared opinion and protest 
of three of the members of the^ Council, (viz.) 
Philip Francis and Edward Wheler, Esquires, who 
were present ; and of Sir Eyre Coote, who* was 
absent (by whose absenbe the casting voice of the 
said Warren Hastings, Esquire^ prevailed), did 
conclude a treaty of perpetual friendsttip and al- 
liance, offensive and defensive, with a Hindoo 
prince, called the Raima of Gohud, for the express 
purpose of using the forces of the said Ranna in 
opposition Jto the Mahrattas. 

That, among other articles, it was stipulated 
with the said Ranna by the said Warren Hastings, 

‘‘ that 
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“ that whenever peace should be concluded be- 
“ tween the Company and the Mahratta State, 
‘‘ the Maha Rajah should be included as a party 
“ in the treaty, which should be made for that 
“ purpose ; and his present possessions, together 
“ with the Fort of Gualior, which of old belonged 
to the family of the Maha Rajahs if it should 
“ be then in his possession, and such countries as 
“ he should have acquired in the course of war, 
“ and which it should then be stipulated to leave 
“ in his hands, should be guarantied to him by such 
treaty.” 

That in the late war against the Mahrattas the 
said Raima of Gohud did actually join the British 
army, under the command of Colonel Muir, with 
two battalions of infantry, and 1,200 cavalry, and 
did then serve in person against the Mahrattas, 
thereby affording material assistance, and rendering 
essential service to the Company. 

That in conformity to the above-mentioned 
treaty, in the fourth article of the treaty of }>eace 
concluded on thq 13th of October 1781, between 
Colonel Muir on the part of the English Company, 
and Madajee Scindia the Mahratta general, the 
said Ranna of Gohud was expressly included. 

That, notwithstanding the said express provision 
and agreement, Madajee Scindia proceeded to at- 
tack the forts, and lay waste the territories, of the 
said Raima, and did undertake and prosecute a 


war 
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war against him for the space of two years ; in the 
course of which the Ranna and his family were 
reduced to extreme distress, and in the end he was 
deprived of his forts, and the whole not only of 
his acquired possessions, but of his original do- 
minions, so specially guarantied to him by the 
British GoveMrimeiit in both the above'-meritioned 
treaties. 

That the said. Warren Hastings was duly and 
regularly informed of the progress of the war 
against the Ranna, and of every event thereof ; 
notwithstanding which, he not only neglected in 
any manner to interfere therein in favour of the 
said Ranna, or to use any endeavours to prevent 
the infraction of the treaty, but gave considerable 
countenance ajid encouragement to Madajee Scin- 
dia in his violation of it, both by the residence of 
the British minister in the Mabrattg. camp, and by 
the approbation shown by the said Warren Hast- 
ings to the promises made by his agent of obs'erv- 
ing the strictest neutrality^ notwithstanding he was 
in justice bound, and stood pledged by the most 
solemn and sacred engagements, to protect and 
preserve the said Ranna from those enemies, whose 
resentment he had provoked only by his adherence 
to the interests of the British nation. 

That in tiie only attempt made to sound the 
disposition of Madajee Scindia, relative t» a paci- 
fication between him and the Ranna of Gohud, on 

the 
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the 14th of May 1783, Mr. Anderson, in obedi- 
ence to the orders he had received, did clearly and 
explicitly declare to Bhow Bucksey, the minister 
of Madajee Scindia, the sentiments of the said 
Warren Hastings in the words following : — “ that 
“ it was so far from your (the said Hastings’s) 
“ meaning" to intercede in his (the said Ranna’s) 
“ favour, that I only desired him to sound Sciii- 
dia’s sentiments, and in case he was desirous of 
“ peace, to mention what I had said ; but if he 
seemed to prefer carrying on the war, I begged, 
“ that he would not mention a syllable of what had 
“ passed, but let tbe matter drop entirely.” 

That it afterwards appeared, in a Minute of the 
said Hastings in Council at Fort- William.^ on the 
2*2d of September 1783, that he promised, at the 
instance of a member of the Council, to write to 
Lieutenant James Anderson in favour of the Raniia 
of Gohud, and lay his letter before tbe Board. 

That nevertheless the said Hastings, professing 
not to recollect his said promise, did neglect to write 
a formal letter ,to Lieutenant A.nderson in favour 
of the said Jlanna of Cxohttd, and that the private 
letter, the extract of which the said Hastings did 
lay before the Board on the 21st of October 1783, 
so far from directing any effectual interference in 
favour of the said Ranna, or commanding his 
agent, the said Jaipes Anderson, to interpose the 
mediatio*n of the British Government to procure 

“ honour (dde 
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^'‘honourable terras^' for the said Raima, or even 
“ safety to his person and family f contains the 
bitterest invectives against him, and is expressive of 
the satisfaction, which the said Hastinors acknow- 
ledges himself to have enjoyed in the distresses of 
the said Ranna, the ally of the Company. 

That the ‘measures therein recommended ap- 
pear rather to have been designed to satisfy Ma- 
dajee Scindia, and to justify the conduct of the 
British Government in not having taken a more 
active and a more hostile part against the said 
Ranna, than an intercession on his behalf. 

That though no consideration of good faith, or 
observance of treaties, could induce the said Hast- 
ings to incur the hazard of any hostile exertion 
of the British%force for the defence or the relief of 
the allies of the Company, yet in the said private 
letter he directed, that, in case his mediation should 
be accepted, it should be made a spccifick condi- 
lion, that, if the said Hcpma should take advantage 
of Scindia's absence to reni^to his hostilities, we ought 
in that case, on 7'equisition, to invcKle the dominions 
of the Hanna. 

That no beneficial effects could have been pro- 
cured to the said Ranna by an offer of mediation 
delayed till Scindia no longer wanted “ our assist- 
“ a7ice to crush so fallen an enemy ,” at the same 
time that no reason was givep 'to Scindia to ap- 
prehend the danger of drawing upon himself the 

VOL. XII. p * ^resentment 



210 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


resentment of the British Government by a dis- 
regard of their proposal, and the destruction of 
their ally. 

That it was a gross and scandalous mockery in 
the said Hastings to defer an application to obtain 
honourable terms for the Ranna, and safety for his 
person and faij^ily, till he had been deprived of his 
principal fort, in defence of which his uncle lost 
his life, and on the capture of which his wife, to 
avoid the dishonour consequent upon falling into 
the hands of her enemies, had destroyed herself by 
an explosion of gunpowder. 

That, however, it does not appear, that any 
offer of mediation was ever actually made, or any 
influence exerted, either for the safety of the 
Ranna’s person and fainil}^ or in mitigation of the 
rigorous intentions supposed by Lieutenant Ander- 
* 29 Feb- son * to havc been entertained against him by 
ruary 1784. Scindia after his surrender. 

Dated Be- That the said Hastings, in the instructions given 

November by him to Mr. David Anderson for his conduct in 
1781 

negotiating the treaty of peace with the Mah- 
rcttas, expressed his determination to desert the 
Ranna o^’ Gohud, in the following words : “ you 
“ will of course be attentive to any engagements 
“subsisting between us and other powers, in set- 
“ tling the terms of peace and alliartce with the 
“ Mahrattas ; 1 except from this the Ranna of 


“ (iohud." 
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“ Gohud.” — “ Leave him to settle his own affairs 
“ with the Mahrattas.” 

That the said Anderson appears very assiduously 
to have sought for grounds to justify the execution 
of this part of his instructions, to which, however, 
he was at all events obliged to conforin. 

That even* after his application fc^ that purpose 
to the Mahratta^, whose testimony was much to 
be suspected, because it was their interest to ac- 
cuse, and their determined object to destroy, the 
said Raima, no satisfactory proof was obtained of 
his defection from the enarasrements he had entered 
into with the Company. 

That moreover, if all the charges, which hav'e 
been pretended against the Raima, and have been 
alleged by the said Hastings in justification of his 
conduct, had been well founded, and proved to be 
true, the subject-matter of those accusations, and 
the proofs by which they were to be supported, 
were known to Colonel Muir before the conclusion 
of the treaty he entered ^nto with Madajee Scin- 
dia ; and therefore, whatever suspicions may have 
been entertained, or whatever degree of crimina- 
lity may have been proved against the said Raima, 
previous to the said treaty, from the- time he was 
so provided for and included in the said treaty, he 
was fully atid justly entitled to the security stipu- 
lated for him by the Company, *and had 5. right to 

p 2 demand 
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demand and receive the protection of the British 
Government. 

That these considerations were urged by Mr. 

Anderson to the said Warren Hastings, in his^ 

letter of the 24th of June 1781, and were enforced 

by this additional argument, “ that in point of 

“policy, I believe, it ought not to be our wish, 

“ that the Mahrattas should ever recover the for- 

« 

“ tress of Gualior ; it forms an important barrier 
“ to our own possessions. In the hands of the 
“ Ranna it can be of no prejudice to us; and 
“ notwithstanding the present prospect of a per- 
“ manent peace betwixt us and the Mahrattas, it 
“seems highly expedient, that there should always 
“ remain some strong barrier to separate us, on 
“ this side of India, from that warlike and power- 
“ ful nation.” 

That the said Warren Hastings was highly cul- 
pable in abandoning the said Raima to the fury of 
his enemies, thereby forfeiting the honour, and 
injuring the credit, of tlijp British nation in India, 
notwithstanding «the said Hastings was fully con- 
vkiced, and had professed, “ that the most sacred 
“ observance of treaties, justice, and good faith, 
“ were necessary to the existence of the national 
“ interests in that country. ’’-TrAnd though the said 
Hastings has complained of the insufficiency of the 
laws of tliis kingdenj to enforce this doctrine “ by 

“ the 
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** the punishment of persons in the possession of 
power, who may be impelled by the provocation 
“ of ambition, avarice, or vengeance, stronger than 
the restrictions of integrity and honour, to the 
“ violation of this just and wise maxim.” 

That the said Hastings, in thus departing from 
these his owh.principles, with a full and just sense 
of the guilt he would thereby incur, and in sacri- 
ficing the allies of this country “ to the provocations 
“ of ambition^ avarice, or vengeance,^'' in violation of 
the national faith and justice, did commit a gross 
and wilful breach of his duty, and was thereby 
guilty of an high crime and misdemeanor. 


XV. REVENUES. 


PART I. 

• 

THAT the property oP the lands of Bengal is, 
according to the laws and customs of that country, 
an inheritable property, and that it is, wdth few 
exceptions, vested in certain natives, called Zemin- 
dars, or Landholders, under whom other natives, 
called Talookdars and Ryots, hold certain subor- 
dinate rights of property, or occupancy, in the 
said lands : — that the said natives are Hindoos, 
and that their rights and privileges ^are grounded 

p 3 upon 
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Upon the possession of regular grants, a long series 
of family succession, and fair purchase: — that it 
appears, that Bengal has been under the dominion 
of the Mogul, and subject to a Mohammedan 
Government, for above two hundred years : — that, 
while the Mog'ul Government was in its vigour, the 
property of Zemindars was held sacrdd ; and that 
either by voluntary grant from the said Mogul, or 
by composition with him, the native Hindoos were 
left in the free, quiet, and undisturbed possession 
of their lands, on the single condition of paying a 
fixed, certain, and unalterable revenue, or quitrent, 
to the Mogul Government; — that this revenue, or 
quitrent, was called the Aussil Junima, or original 
ground-rent, of the provinces, and was not in- 
creased from the time when it was first settled in 
1573 to 1740 , when the regular and effective 
Mogul Government ended : — that, from that time 
to 1765 , invasions, usurpations, and various revo- 
lutions took place in the Government of Bengal, 
in consequence of which 4he country was consider- 
ably reduped and impoverished, when the East- 
Irtdia Company received from the present Mogul 
emperour, Slia Alum, a grant of the Dewanny, or 
collection of the Revenues : — that about the year 
1770 the provinces of Bengal and Bahar were 
visited with a dreadful famine and mt)rtality, by 
which at least one third of the inhabitants perished : 
— that Warren Hastings, Esquire, has declared, 

“ that 
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“ that he had always heard the loss of inhabitants 
“ reckoned at a third, and in many places near 
“ one half of the whole; and that he knew not 
“ by what means such a loss could be recruited in 
“ four or five years, and believed it impossible.” 
Tliat nevertheless the revenue was violently kept 
up to its former standard^ that is, in tlie two years 
immediately preceding the appointment of the said 
Warren Hastings to the Government of Fort- 
William ; in consequence of which tke remaining 
two thirds of the inhabitants were obliged to paij 
for the lands now left without cultivation; and that 
from the year 1770 to the ^-^ear 1775 the country 
had languished., and the evil continued enhancing 
everyday: — that the sEj^id Warren Hastings, in a 
letter to the. Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors, dated 1st September 1772, declared, 
“ that the lands had suffered unheard-of depopu- 
“ lation by the famine and mortality of 1769 ; — 
“ that the collections, violently kept up to their 
’■‘•former standard, ha5 ^added to the distress of 
“ the country, and threatened a .general decay of 
“ the revenue, unless immediate remedies were 
“ applied to prevent it.” That the said Warren 
Hastings has declared, “ that, by intrusting the 
“ collections to the hereditary Zemindars, the 
“ people would be treated with more tenderness, 
“ the rents more improved, and cultivation more 
“ likely to be encouraged ; that they have a 

P 4 “ perpetual 
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“ perpetual interest in the country ; that their 
“ inheritance cannot be removed ; that they are 
“ the proprietors ; that the lands are their estates, 
“ and thdr inheritance ; that from a long con- 
tinuauce of the lands in their families, it is to be 
“ concluded they have ri vetted an authority in 
“ the district, acquired an ascendency over the 
“ minds of the Ryots, and ingratiated their af- 
fections. That, from continuing the lands under 
“ the management of those, who have a natural 
“ and perpetual interest in their prosperity, solid 
“ advantages might be expected to accrue : that 
the Zemindar would be leSvS liable to failure or 
“ deficiencies than the farmer, from the perpetual 
interest, wliicli the former hath in the country, 
“ and because his inheritance cannot Jbe removed ; 
“ and it would be improbable, that he should risk 
** the loss of it by eloping from his district, which 
“ is too frequently practised by a farmer when he 
“ is hard pressed for the payment of his balances, 
and as frequently predetermined when he re- 
“ ceives his farm,;” — that notwithstanding all the 
pr^peding declarations made by the said Warren 
Hastings of the loss of one third of the inhabitants, 
and general decline of the country, he did, imme- 
diately after his appointment to the Government, 
in the year 1772 , make an arbitrary settlement 
of the Revenues fur five years, at a higher rate 
than had ever been received before, and with a 

progressive 
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progress! v’^e and accumulating increase on each of 
the four last years of the said settlement. 

That notwithstanding the right of property and 
inheritance, repeatedly acknowledged by the said 
Warren Hastings to be in the Zemindars, and 
other native landholders ; and notwithstanding he 
had declared? “ that the security of private pro- 
“ perty is the greatest encouragement to industry, 
“ on which the w'ealth of every state depends;” 
the said Warren Hastings, nevertheless, in direct 
violation of tliose acknowledged rights and prin- 
ciples, did universally let the lands of Bengal hi 
farm, for five years ; thereby destroying all the 
rights of private property of the Zemindars ; there- 
by delivo.»’ing the management of their estates to 
farmers, and transferring by a most arbitrary and 
unjust act of power the whole landed property of 
Bengal from the owners to strangers : — that, to 
accomplish this iniquitous purpose, he, the said 
Warren Hastings, did put the lands of Bengal up 
to a pretended publick jiuction, and invited all 
pei'sons to make proposals for foarming the same., 
thereby encouraging strangers to bid against the 
proprietors ; in consequence of which not only the 
said proprietors were ousted of the possession and 
management of their estates, but a great part of 
the lands fell into the hands of the Banyans, or 
principal black servants of British subjects, con- 
nected with and protected by the Government : 

and 
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and that the said Warren Hastings himself has 
Revenue sincc declared, that by this way the lands too 
28 th Jan. generally fell into the hands of desperate or knavish 
adventurers : — that, before the measure herein- 
before described was carried into execution, the 
said Warren Hastings did establish certain funda- 
Revenue mental regulations in Council, to be observed in 
May executing the same : — that among these regula- 
tions it was specially and strictly ordered, that no 
farm should exceed the annual amount of one lack 
of rupees ; and “ that no Peslicar, Banyan, or 
“ other servant, of whatever denomination, of the 
“ Collector, or relation or dependant of any such 
“ servant, should be allowed to farm lands, nor 
“ directly or indirectly to hold a concer^i in any 
“ farm, nor to be security for any fajrmer — that, 
in direct violation of these his own regulations, 
and in breach qf the publick trust reposed in him, 
and sufficiently declared by the manifest duty of 
his fetation, if it had not been expressed and en- 
forced by any positive ^ institution, he, the said 
Warren Hasting}}, did permit and suffer his own 
B/inyan, or principal black steward, named Canto 
Baboo, to hold farms in different Pergunnas, or 
districts, or to be security for farms, to the amount 
of thirteen lacks of rupees [£130,000, or up- 
wards] per annum ; and that, after enjoying the 
whole of*' those farms for two years, he was per- 
mitted by the said Warren Hastings to relinquish 

two 
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two of them : — that on the subject of the farms 
held by Canto Baboo, the said Warren Hastings 
made the following: declaration: “many of his Address to 

® ^ the Court of 

“ farms were taken without my knowledsre, and Directors, 

, . Til *1 26th March, 

“ almost all against my advice. 1 had no right 1775. 

“ to use compulsion, or authority ; nor could I 
“ with justice^ exclude him, because he was my 
“ servant, from a^ liberty allowed to all other per- 
“ sons in the country. — The farms, which he 
“ quitted, he quitted by my advice, because I 
“ thought, that he might engage himself beyond 
“ his abilities, and be involved in disputes, which 
“ I did not choose to have come before me as 
“ judge of them.” — That the said declaration con- 
tains sup.dry false and contradictory assertions : — 
that, if alrnosUall the said farms were taken against 
his advice, it cannot be true, that many of them 
were taken without his knowledge ; — that, whether 
Canto Baboo had been his servant or not, the said 
Warren Hastings was bound by his own regula- 
tions to prevent his holdipg any farms to a greater 
amount than one lack of rupees per annum ; and 
that the said Canto Baboo, being the servant ^of 
tile Governour-General, was excluded by the said 
regulations from holding any farms whatever : — 
that if (as the Directors observe) it was thought 
dangerous to permit the Banyan of a Collector to 
be concenied in farms, the same or stronger ob- 
jections would always lie against the Governour's 

Banyan 
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Banyan being so concerned : — that the said War- 
ren Hastings had a right, and was bound by his 
duty, to prevent his servant from holding the same : 
— that, in advising the said Canto Baboo to re- 
linquish some of the said farms, for which he was 
actually engaged, he has acknowledged an influence 
over his servant, and has used that influence for a 
purpose inconsistent with his duty to the India 
Company, namely, to deprive them of the security 
of the said Canto Baboo’s engagement for farms, 
which on trial he had found not beneficial, or not 
likely to continue beneficial, to himself ; and that 
if it was improper, that he, the said Warren Hast- 
ings, should be the judge of any disputes, in which 
his servant might be involved on account of his 
farms, that reason ought to have obliged him to 
prevent his servant from being engaged in any 
farms whatever, or to have advised his said servant 
to relinquish the remainder of his farms, as well 
as those, which the said Warren Hastings affirms 
he quitted by his advice ^ — that on the subject of 
the said charge*, the Court of Directors of the 
E?^st-India Company have come to the following 
resolutions: Resolved, that it appears, , that the 

“ conduct of the late President and Council of 
Fort-William in Bengal, in suffering Canto Ba- 
“ boo, the present Governour-Generars Banyan, 
“ to hold farms in different Pergunnas to a large 
“ amount, or to be security for such farms, 

“contrary 
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‘‘contrary to the tenour and spirit of the 17th 
“ regulation of the Committee of Revenue at Fort- 
“ William, of tlie 14th May 1772, and afterwards 
“ relinquishing that security without satisfaction 
“ made to the Company, was highly improper, and 
“has been attended with considerable loss to the 
“ Company — and that, in the whole of this 
transaction, the said Warren Hastings has been 
guilty of gross collusion w'ith his servant, and 
manifest breach of trust to his employers : — that, 
whereas it was acknowledged by the said Warren 
Hastings, that the country, in the years 1770 and 
1771, had suffered great depopulation and decay ; 
— and, that the collections of those years, having 
been violently kept up to their former standard, 
had added to» the distress of the country, — the 
settlement of the Revenues made by him for five 
years, commencing tlie 1st of May 1772, instead 
of offering any abatement or relief to the inha- 
bitants, w'ho had survived the famine, held out to 
the East-India Company^ a promise of great in- 
crease of Revenue, to be exacted fgom the country 
by the means hereinbefore described : — that tliis 
settlement was not realized, but fell considerably 
short, even in the first of the five years, when the 
demand was the lightest ; and that, on the whole 
of the five years, the real collections fell short of the 
settlement to the enormous amount of two*millions 
and a half sterling, and upwards : — that* such a 

* settlement. 
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settlement, if it had been, or could have been 
rigorously exacted from a country already so dis- 
tressed, and from a population so impaired, that 
in the belief of *^he said Warren Hastings it was 
impossible such loss could be recruited in four or 
five years, would have been in fact, what it ap- 
peared to be in form, an act of the most cruel and 
tyrannical oppression ; but that the real use made 
of that unjust demand upon the natives of Bengal 
was, to oblige them to compound privately with 
the persons, who formed the settlement, and wlio 
threatened to enforce it : — that the enormous ba- 
lances and remissions on that settlement arose 
from a general collusion between the farmers and 
collectors, and from a general peculation, and em- 
bezzlement of the Revenues, by which the East- 
India Company was grossly imposed on, in the 
first instance, by a promised increase of Revenue ; 
and defrauded, in the second, not only by the 
failure of that increase, but by the Revenues falling 
short of what they wen*, in the two years preceding 
the said settlement to a great amount. — That the 
said Warren Hastings, being then at the head of 
the government of Bengal, was a party to all the 
said imposition, fraud, peculation, and embezzle- 
ment, and is principally and specially answerable 
for the same ; and that whereas sundry proofs of 
the said peculation apd embezzlement were brought 
before the Court of Directors, the said Directors 
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(in a letter dated 4th of March 1778, and signed 
by William Devaynes and Nathaniel Smith, 
Esquires, now Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the said Court, and members of this House) did 
declare, that, “ although it was rather their wish 
“ to prevent future evils, than to enter into a 
“ severe retrospection of past abuses, yet, as in 
“ some of the cases then before them they con* 
“ ceived there had been jiagrant coriruption, and 
“ in others great oppressions committed on the 
“ native inhabitants, they thought it unjust to 
“ suffer the delinquents to pass wholly unpunished ; 
“ and therefore tliey directed the Governour- 
“ General and Council forthwith to commence a 
“ prosecution against the persons, who composed 
“ the Committee of Circuit, and their representa- 
“ tives, and against all other proper parties — 
but that the prosecutions, so ordered by the Court 
of Directors in the year 1778, have never been 
brought to trial ; and that the said Warren Hast- 
ings did, on the 23d of Ijecember 1783, propose 


and carry in Council, that orders* should he given 
for withdrawing the said prosecutions ; declaring, 
that he was clearly of opinion, that there was no 
ground to maintain them, and that they would 


only he productive of expense to the Company^ and 
unmerited venation to the parties. 


REVENUES. 
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REVENUES. 


PART II. 

THAT the said Warren Hastings has, on 
sundry occasions, declared his deliberate opinion 
generally against all innovations, and particularly 
in the collection and management of the revenues 
of Bengal ; that “ he was well aware of the ex- 
“ pense and inconvenience, ivhich ever attends 
innovations of all kinds on their first institution. 
“ — That innovations are always attenaed with 
“ difficulties and inconveniences, and innovations 
“ in the revenue with a suspension of the col- 
“ lections : — that the continual variations in the 
“mode of collecting the revenue, an4 con- 
“ tinual usurpation of the rights of the people, 
“ have fixed in the minds of the Ryots a 
“ rooted distrust of the ordinances of Govern- 
“iment:” — that the Court of Directors have re- 
peatedly declared their apprehensions, “ that a 
“sudden transition from one mode to another, in 
“ the investigation and collection of their revenue, 
“ might have alarmed the inhabitarrts, lessened 
“ their corifidencevin the Company’s proceedings, 
“ and been attended with other evils — that 

the 
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the said Warren Hastings, immediately after his 
appointment to the government of Fort William 
in April 1772, did abolish the office of Naih Duan^ 
or native collector of the revenues, then existing : 

— that he did at the same time appoint a Com- 
mittee of the Board to go on a circjjit through 
the provinces,, and to form a settlement of the 
revenues for five years : — that he did then appoint 
sundry of the Company’s servants to have the 
management of the collections, viz. one in each 
district, under the title of Collector : — that he did 
then abolish the General Board of Revenue or 

Council at Muxadavad for the following reasons : 3d nov. 

r _i77a. 

“ that while the controlling and executive part of 
the revenue, and the correspondence with the 
“ Collectors, *was carried on by a Council at 
‘‘ Muxadavad, the members of the administration 
“ at Calcutta had no opportunity o*f acquiring that 
“ thorough and comprehensive knowledge, which 
“ could only result froi\i practical experience: that 
“ the orders of the CoMrt of Directors, which 
“ established a new system, which enjoyied many 
“ hew regulations and inquiries, could not pi^- 
“ perly be delegated to a subordinate Council ; 

“ and it became absolutely necessary, that the 
“• business of the revenue should be conducted 
“ under the* immediate ohaercation and direction of 
“ the 13oard — that, in NoveixTber 1773, ihe said 
Warren Hastings a!)olished the office of collector^ 
voj.. xi{. Q and 
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and transferred the collection and management of 
the revenues to several Councils of Revenue, 
commonly called Provincial Oouncih : — that on 
the 24th of October 1774 the said Warren Hast- 
ings earnestly offered his advice (to the Gover- 
nour-Gener^l and Council then newly appointed 
by Act of Parliament) for the conthiuation of the 
said system of Provincial Councils in all its parts : 
— that the said Warren Hastings did, on the 22d 
of April 1775, transmit to the Directors a formal 
plan for the future settlement of the revenues, and 
did therein declare, that, with respect to the 
“ mode of managing the collection of the revenue, 
“ and the administration of justice, none occurred 
“ to him so good as the system, which wi>s already 
“ established, of Provincial Councils — that on 
the 18th of January 1776 the said Warren Hast- 
ings did transmit to the Court of Directors a plan 
for the better administration of justice : that in 
this plan the establishment of the said Provincial 
Councils was specially provided for, and confirmed ; 
and that Warreii Hastings did recommend it to 
the Directors to obtain the sanction of Parliament 
for a confirmation of the said, plan : that on the 
30th of April 1776 the said Warren Hastings did 
transmit to the Court of Directors the draught or 
scheme of an Act of Parliament for the better ad- 
ministration of justice in the provinces, in which 
the said establishment of Provincial Councils is 


again 
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again specially included, and special jurisdiction 
assigned to the said Councils. That the Court of 
Directors, in a letter dated 5th of February 1777, 
did give the following instruction to the Gover- 
nour-General and Council, a majority of whom, 
viz. Sir John Clavering, Colonel Mons^n, and Mr. 
Francis, had ’cLisapproved of the plan of Provincial 
Councils : — “ If you are fully convinced, that the 
“ establishment of Provincial Councils has not 
answered, nor is not capable of answering, the 
“ purposes intended by such institutions, we hereby 
“ direct you to form a new plan for the collection 
“ of the revenues, and to transmit the same to us 
“ /br our consideration .'* — That the said Warren 
Hastings^ in contradiction to his own sentiments 
repeatedly de\;lared, and to his owni advice re- 
peatedly and deliberately given, and in defiance of 
the orders of the Directors, to whom he transmit- 
ted no previous communication whatever of his 
intention to abolish the said Provincial Councils, 
did, in the beginning cJ the year 1781, again 
change the whole systen\ of the collections of the 
publick revenue of Bengal, as also the administrti- 
tion of civil and criminal justice throughout the 
provinces. — That the said Warren Hastings, in a 
letter dated 5th of May 1781, advising the Court 
of Director^ of the said changes, has falsely af- 
firmed, “ that the plan of superintending* pnd col- 
“ lecti ug the publick revenue of the provinces 

Q '2 through 
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“ through the agency of Provincial Councils, had 
been instituted for the temporary and declared 
“ purpose of introducing another more permanent 
“ mode hy an easy and gi'adual change — that, 
on the contrary, tlie said Warren Hastings, from 
the year 1773 to the year 1781, has constantly 

and uniformly insisted on the wisdom of that in- 

•/ 

stitution, and on t!ie necessity of never departing 
from it: — that he has in that time rej)eatedly 
advised, that the said institution slionld be con- 
firmed in perpetuity by an Act of Parliament ; — 
that the said total dissolution of the Provincial 
Councils was not introduced by any easy and gra- 
dual change, nor by any gradations wliatever ; but 
was sudden and unprepared, and instantly accom- 
plished by a single act of power : and that the said 
Warren Hastings, in the ])lace of the said Coun- 
cils, has substituted a Committee of Revenue, 
consisting of four covenanted servants, on prin- 
ciples opposite to those wliich he had himself 
professed ; and with exclusive powers, tending to 
deprive the members of the Supreme Council of 
a'due knowledge of, and inspection into, tlie ma- 
nagement of the territorial revenues, specially and 
unalienably vested by the Legislature in the Go- 
vernour-General and Council, and to vest the same 
solely and entirely in the said Warren Hastings. — 
That the reasons* assigned by the said Warren 
Hastings for constituting the said Committee of 

Revenue 
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Revenue are incompatible with those, wliich he 
professed when he abolished the subordinate 
Council of Revenue at Muxadavad : — that lie has 
invested the said Committee, in the fullest manner 
with all the powers and authority of the Gover^ 

nour-General and (Jouncil : — that be has thereby 

«/ 

contracted the whole power and office of the pro- 
vincial Councils into a small compass, and vested 
the same in four persons appointed by himself : — 
that he has thereby taken the general transaction 
and cognizance of revenue business out of the 
Supreme Council ; — that the said Committee are 
empowered to conduct the current business of the 
revenue department without reference to the Su- 
preme Council, and only report to the Board such 
extraordinary occnrreuces, claims^ and proposals, 
as may require the special orders of the Board : — 
that even the instruction to report* to the Board, 
in extraordinary cases, is nugatory and fallacipus, 
being accompanied with limitations, which make 
it impossible for the said Board to decide on any 
questions whatsoever ; since it is expr^^ssly pro- 
vided by the said Warren H astings, that, if fhc 
members of the ( hmmittee differ in opinion, it is not 
expected, that every dissentient opinion should he 
recorded ; consequently the Supreme Council, on 
any reference to their Board, can see nothing but 
the resolutions or reasons of the majority, of the 
Committee, without the arguments pn which the 

q 3 » dissentient 
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dissentient opinions might be founded ; and since 
it is also expressly provided by the said Warren 
Hastings, that the determination of the majority of 
the Committee should not therefore be stayed, unless 
it should be so agreed by the majority ; that is, that 
notwithstanding the reference to the Supreme 
Council, the measure shall be executed without 
waiting for their decision. That -the said Warren 
Hastings has delivered his opinion, with many ar- 
guments to support the same, in favour of long 
leases of the lands, in preference to annual settle- 
ments ; that he has particularly declared, that 
“ the farmer, who holds his farm for one year 
only, having no interest in the next, takes what 
“ he can with the hand of rigour, whiclr, even in 
“ the execution of legal claims, is often equivalent 
“ to violence. lie is under the necessity of being 
“ rigid, and ei^cn cruel ; for what is left in arrear 
“ after the expiration of his power, is at best a 
“ doubtful debt, if ever recoverable. He will be 
“ tempted to exceed the* bounds of right, and to 
‘'augment his ificome by irregular exactions, and 
*‘*'by racking the tenants, for which pretences will 
“ not be wanting, where the farms pass annually 
“ from one hand to another. That the discou- 
“ ragements, which the tenants feel from being 
“ transferred every year to new landlords, are 
“ a great objection to such short leases ; that they 
“ contribute to injure the cultivation, and dis- 

“ people 
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people the lands. That, on the contrary, from 
“ long farms the farmer acquires a permanent 
“ interest in his lands : he will, for his own sake, 

lay out money in assisting his tenants in im- 
“ proving lands already cultivated, and in clearing 
“ and cultivating waste lands.” That nevertheless 
the said Wart^n Hastings, having left it to the dis- 
cretion of the Committee of Revenue, appointed 
by him in 1781, to fix the time, for which the en- 
suing settlement should be made ; and the said 
Committee having declared, that, with respect to 
the period of the leases in general^ it api^eared to the 
Committee, that to limit them to one year loould he 
the best period, he, the said Warren Hastings, 
approved of that limitation, in manifest contra- 
diction to air his own arguments, professions, and 
declarations, concerning the fatal consequences of 
annual leases of the lands : — that, in so doing, the 
said Warren Hastings did not hold himself bound 
or restrained by the ordprs of the Court of Direc- 
tors, but acted upon his •wn discretion ; and that 
he has, for partial and yiterested purposes, exer- 
cised that discretion in particular instances against 
his own general settlement for one year, by granting 
perpetual leases of farms and Zemind dries to per- 
sons specially favoured by him ; and particularly 
by granting a perpetual lease of the Zernindary of 
Baharbund to his servant Canto Baboo* ,on very 
low terms ; — that, in all the preceding transactions, 

Q 4 the 
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the said Warren Hastings did act contrary to his 
duty, as Governour of Fort-William, contrary to 
the orders of his employers, and contrary to his 
own declared sense of expediency, consistency, 
and justice ; and thereby did harass and afflict the 
inhabitants of the provinces with perpetual changes 
in the system and execution of tl;^e government 
placed over them, and with continual innovations 
and exactions against the rights of the said inha- 
bitants ; thereby destroying all security to private 
property, and all confidence in the good faith, 
principles, and justice of the British Government ; 
and that the said Warren Hastings, having substi- 
tuted his own instruments to be the managers and 
collectors of the publick revenue, in the manner 
hereinbefore mentioned, did act in manifest breach 
and defiance of an Act of the 13th of His pre- 
sent Majesty, by which t/ie ordering and manage- 
ment and government of all the territoi'ial revenues 
in the kingdoms of Idcnggl, JBahai', and Oi'issa, 
were vested in the Governour- General and Coun- 
cil, without any power of delegating the said trust 
and duty to any other persons ; and that by such 
unlawful delegation of the powers of the Council 
to a subordinate Board appointed by himself, he, 
the said Warren Hastings, did in effect unite and 
vest in his own person the ordering, government, 
and management of .all the said territorial reve- 
nues : — and that, for the said illegal act, he, the 

said 
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said Warren Hastings, is solely answerable, the 
same having been proposed and resolved in Council, 
when the Governour-General and Council con- 
sisted but of two persons present ; namely ^ the said 
Warren Hastings, and the late Edward Wheler, 
Esquire; and when consequently the ^ Governour- 
General, by •yrtue of the casting voice, possessed 
the whole power of the Government. — That in 
all the changes and innovations hereinbefore de- 
scribed, the pretence used by the said Warren 
Hastings to recommend and justify the same to 
the Court of Directors has been, that such changes 
and innovations would be attended with increase 
of revenue, or diminution of expense to the East- 
India Company : — that such pretence, if true, 
would not hsive been a justification of such acts ; 
but that sucli pretence is false and groundless.^ — 
That, during the administration of the said War- 
ren Hastings, the territorial revenues have de- 
clined ; that the charges of collecting the same 
have greatly increased ; and that the said Warren 
Hastings, by his neglect^ rnismairagemejit, and by 
a direct and intended waste of the Company’s pro- 
perty, is chargeable with and answerable for, all 
the said decline of revenue, and all the said in- 
crease of expense. 


XVI 
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XVI. MISDEMEANORS in OUDE. 


I. 

THAT the province of Oude axid its depen- 
dencies were, before their connexion with and 
subordination to the Company, in a flourishing 
condition with regard to culture, commerce, and 
population, and their rulers and principal nobility 
maintained themselves in a state of affluence and 
splendour ; but very shortly after the period afore- 
said, the prosperity both of the country and its 
chiefs began sensibly and rapidly to decline ; in- 
somuch that the revenue of the said province, 
which on the lowest estimation had been found, in 
the commencement of the British influence, at 
upwards of three millions sterling annually (and 
that ample revenue raised without detriment to 
the country) did not, in the year 1779, exceed the 
sum of £1 ,500,0^^0, and in the subsequent years 
did» fall much short of that sum, although the 
rents were generally advanced, and the country 
grievously oppressed in order to raise it. 

IL 

That in the aforesaid year 1779 the demands 
of the East-lndia Company on the Nabob of 

Oude 
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Oude are stated by Mr. Purling, their Resident 
at the Court of Oude, to amount to the sum of 
£1,360,000 sterling and upwards, leaving (upon 
the supposition, that the whole revenue should 
amount to the sum of £1,500,000 sterling, to 
which it did not amount) no more than £140,000 
sterling for thp support of the dignity of the house- 
hold and family x)f the Nabob, and for the main- 
tenance of his government, as well as for the 
payment of the publick debts due within the 
province. 

III. 

That by the treaty of Fyzabad a regular brigade 
of the Company's troops, to be stationed in the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude, was kept up 
at the expense of the said Nabob ; in addition to 
which a temporary brigade of the same troops 
was added to his establishment, together with se- 
veral detached corps in the Company’s service, 
and a great part of his* own native troops were put 
under the command of Hritisli officers. 

IV. 

That the expense of tlie Company’s temporary bri- 
gade increased in the same year (the year of 1779) 
upwards of £80,000 sterling above the estimate ; 
and the expense of the country troops under Bri- 
tish officers, in the same period, increased, upwards 
of £40,000 sterling ; and in addition to the 

aforesaid 
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aforesaid ruinous expenses, a large civil establish- 
ment was gradually, secretly, and without any 
authorit 3 ’^ from the Court of Directors, or record 
in the books of the Council-General concerning 
the same, formed for the Resident, and another 
under Mr. Wombwell, an agent for the Company ; 
as also several pensions and allowMices, in the 
same secret and clandestine manner, were cliarged 
on the revenues of the said Nabob for the benefit 
of British subjects, besides large occasional gifts to 
persons in the Company’s service. 

V. 

That in the month of November 1779 the said 
Nabob did represent to Mr. Purling, the Ccmpany’s 
Resident aforesaid, tho'. distressed state of his re- 
venues in the following terms : during three 3 'ears 

past, the expense occasioned by the troops in 
“ brigade, and others commanded In" European 
officers, has much distressed tlie support of my 
‘^household, insomuch that the allowances made 
“ to the seraglio"’ and children of the deceased 
“ Nabob have been reduced to one fourth of what 
“ it had been, upon which they have subsisted in a 
“ very distressed manner for two years past. The 
“ attendants, writers, and servants, &c. of my 
“ court, have received no pa}’’ for two years past; 
“ and there is at present no part of the country, 
“ that can be allotted to the payment of my father’s 

“ private 
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private creditors, whose applications are daily 
‘‘ pressing upon me. All these difficulties I have 
for these three years past struggled through, 
“ and found this consolation therein, that it was 
“ complying with the pleasure of the Honourable 
“ Company, arid in the hope, that the Supreme 
“ Council wopld make inquiry from impartial per- 
“ sons into my distressed situation ; but I am now 
“ forced to a representation. From the ifreat in- 
“ crease of expense the revenues were necessarily 
“ farmed out at a Jih/h rate; and deficiencies fol- 
lowed yearly. The country and cultivation is 
“ abandoned, and this year, in particular, from the 
“ excessive drought, deductions of many lacks” 
[stated by the Resident, in his letter to the Board 
of the 13th the month following, to amount to 
25 lacks, or £250,000 sterling] ‘‘ have been al- 
“ lowed the farmers, who were still left unsatisfied. 

“ I have received but just sufficient to support my 

* 

“ absolute necessities, the revenues being deficient 
“ to the amount of 15 hicks, [£150,000 sterling] 
“ and for this reason many of tke old ^chieftains, 
“ with their troops, and the useful attendants* of 
“ the Court, were forced to leave it, and there is 
“ now only a few foot and horse for the collection 
“ of my revenues ; and should the Zemindars be 
“ refractor^, there is not left a sufficient number 
“ to reduce them to obediejnee.” And*, the said 
Nabob did therefore j>ray, that the assignmenls for 

the 
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the new brigade, the corps of horse, and the other 
detached bodies of the Company’s troops, might 
not be required from him : alleging, “ that the 
“ former was not only quite useless to his govern- 
“ ment, but moreover the cause of much loss both 
“ in the revenues and customs ; arid that the de- 
“ tached bodies of troops under '^tjjeir European 
“ officers brought nothing but confusion into the 
“ affairs of his government, and were entirely their 
“ own masters.” 

VI. 

That it appears, that the said Nabob was not 
bound by any treaty to the maintenance, without 
his consent, everi of the old brigade; the Court of 
Directors having, in their letter of the 15th Decem- 
ber 1775, approved of keeping the' same in his 
service, “ prodded it was done loith the free con- 
“ sent of the Souhahj and by no means without it^ 
And the new brigade, and temporary corps, were 
raised on the express condition, that the expense 
hereof should be charged on the Nabob only 
for so long a time as he should require the corps 
for his service.'' And the Court of Directors 
express to the Governour-General and Council 
their sense of the said agreement in the following 
terms : “ but if you intend to exert your influence 
“ first to induce the Vizier to acquiesce in your 
“ proposal, and afterwards to compel him to keep 
“ the troops in his pay during your pleasure, your 

“ intents 
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intents are unjust ; and a correspondent conduct 
would reflect great dishonour on the Company.'* 

VII. 

That in answer to the decent and humble repre- 
sentation aforesaid of the Nabob of Oude, the 
allegations o£^ which, so far as they relate to the 
distressed state qf the Nabob’s finances, and his 
total inability to discharge the demands made on 
him, were confirmed by the testimony of the Eng- 
lish Resident at Oude, and which the said Hastings 
did not deny in the whole or in any part thereof, 
he, the said Warren Hastings, did, on pretence of 
certain political dangers, declare the relief desired 
to be “ without hesitation totally inadmissible 
and did falsely and maliciously insinuate, “ that 
“ the tonc^ in which the demands of the Nabob 
“ were asserted, and the season, in wdiich they were 

“ made, did give cause for the most alarming sus- 

» 

picions." And the said Warren Hastings did, 
in a letter to the Nabob aforesaid, written in 
haughty and insolent language, and without taking 
any notice of the distresses of the said Nabffb, 
alleged and verified as before recited, require 
“ and insist upon your [the Nabob’s] granting 
“ Tuncaws [assignments] for the full amount of 
“ their [the Company’s] demands upon you for 
“ the current year, and on your reserving funds 
“ sufficient to answer them, even should the de- 

‘ ‘ ficicncies 



240 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


Jiciend^s of your femuues compel you to leave your 
“ own troops unprovided for, or' to disband a part 
‘‘ of them to enable you to effect it.'' 

VIII. 

That in a letter written at the same time to the 

r 

Resident Purling, and intended for his directions 
in enforcing on the Nabob thq. unjust demands 
aforesaid, the said Warren Hastings hath asserted, 
in direct contradiction to the treaties subsisting 
between the said Nabob and the Company, “ that 
“ he [the Nabob] stands engaged to our Goveru- 
“ ment to maintain the English armies, which, at 
“ his own request, have been formed for the pro- 
‘‘ tection of his dominions; and that „ it is our 
“ part, and not his, to judye and determine in what 
“ manner and at rvhxit time these shall he reduced. 
“ and withdrawn." And in a Minute of Consulta- 
tion, when the aforesaid measure was proposed by 
the said Hastings to the Suj)reme Council, he did 
affirm and maintain, that the troops aforesaid 
“ had now no separate or distinct existence from 
‘Vdurs, and may be properly said to consist of our 
whole military establishment, with the exception 
only of our European infantry ; and that they 
“ could not be withdrawn without imposing on the 
“ Company the additional burthen of them, or dis- 
“ banding nine battalions of disciplined Sepoys, 
“ and three regiments of horse.” 


LX. Tliat 
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IX. 

That in the Minute of Consultation aforesaid he 
[the said Warren Hastings] hath further, in justi- 
fication of the violent and arbitrary proceedings 
aforesaid, asserted, ‘Hhat the arrangen^ent of mea- 
sures betwej^n the British Government and their 
“ allies, the Native Powers of India, must, in 
“ case of disagreement about the necessity thereof, 
“ he decided hij the strongest;' and hath thereby 
advanced a dangerous and most indecently-ex- 
pressed position, subversive of the rights of allies, 
and tending to breed war and confusion, instead of 
cordiality and co-operation amongst them, and to 
destroy alj confidence of the princes of India, in the 
faith and jusftce of the English nation ; and the said 
Hastings having further, in the Minute aforesaid, 
presumed to threaten to “ bring tG punishment, if 
my influence [his the said Hastings’s influence] 
“ can produce that effect, those incendiaries^ who 
have endeavoured to make themselves the iiistni- 
“ merits of division between ns,"4iath, as far as in 
him la^ , obstructed tlie performance of one of f5ie 
most essential duties of a prince, engaged in an 
unequal alliance with a presiding state — that of 
representing the grievances of his subjects to that 
more powerful state, by whose acts they suffer ; 
leaving thereby the governing, power in total igno- 
rance of the effects of its own measures, and to the 
voi., XII. R oppressed 
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oppressed people no other choice than the alterna- 
tive of an unqualified submission, or a resistance 
productive of consequences more fatal. 

X. 

That all relief being denied to the Nabob, in the 
manner, and on the grounds aforesaid, the demands 
of the Company on the said Nabob in tlie year 
following, that is to say, in the year 1780, did 
amount to the enormous sum of £1,400,000 ster- 
ling, and the distress of the province did rapidly 
increase. 

XI. 

That the Nabob, on the 24th of February of the 
same year, did again write to the Governo^ar-Gene- 
ral, the said Warren Hastings, a letter", in which he 
expressed his constant friendship to the Company, 
and his submission and obedience to their orders ; 
and asserting, that he had not troubled them with 
any of his difficulties, trusting they would learn 
them from other quarters*; and that he should be 
relieved b^r their 'friendship : “ but (he says) when 
tlic knife had jJcneA rated to the hone^ and I was 
‘‘ surrounded with such heavy distresses, that I 
“ cordd no longer live in expectations, I then wrote 
“ an account of my difficulties. The answer 1 have 
“ received to it is such, that it has given me inex- 
“ pressiLle grief and aftliction. I never had the 
least idea ytr expectation from you and the 

* CJouncil, 
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“ Council, that you would have given your orders 
“ in so Quieting a manner^ in which you never be- 
fore wrote ^ and I could never have imagined. I 
“ have delivered up all my private papers to him 
“ [the Resident] that after examining my receipts 
“ and expenses, he may take whateyer remains. 
“ That as 1‘JjL.now it to be my duty to satisfy you 
[the Company. and Council] I have not failed to 
“ obey in any instance ; but requested of him, that 
“ it might be done so as not to distress me in my 
necessary expenses. There being no other funds 
but those for the expenses of my Mutseddies 
“ [clerks and accountants] household expenses, 
and servants, &c., he demanded these in such a 
mannei:, that being remediless I was obliged to 
“ comply wuh what he required. He has accord- 
“ ingly stoj)ped the pensions of my old servants for 
“ 30 years, whether Sepoys [soldiers] Mutseddies 
“ [seerelarus and accountants\ or household ser- 
“ vants, and the expense^ of my family and kitchen, 
together with the Jag hires of my grandmother, 
“• mother, and aunts, aiid, of my brothers jimd depen- 
“ danls, which were for their supjwrt. '' 


XII. 


That in answer to the letter aforesaid the Resi- 
dent received from the said Warren Hastings and 
Council an order to persevere in the^ demand to its 

R 2 fullest 
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fullest extent, that is to say, to the amount of 
£1,400,000 sterling. 


XIIL 

That on the 15th of May the Nabob replied, 
complaining ’in an humble and suppljant manner 
of his distressed situation, that he had at first op- 
posed the assigning to the use of the Company the 
estates of his mother, of his grandmotljer, of one 
of his uncles, and of the sons of another ; but that, 
in obedience to the injunctions of tlie gentlemen of 
the Council, it had been done to the amount, on the 
whole, of £80,000 sterling a year, or thereabouts ; 
that whatever effects were in the country, with 
even his table, his animals, and the s'ffaries of liis 
servants, were granted in assignments ; tliat besides 
these, if 01037^ wpre resolved again to compel him 
to give up the estates of his parents and relations, 
which were granted them for their maintenance, 
they were at the Company’s disposal ; saying, “ if 
“ the Council have directed 3^11 to attach them, 
“ (io it ; in the country no’ further sources remain. 
“ I have no means ; for I have not a subsistence. 
“ — How long shall I dwell upon 1113^ misfortunes ?” 

XJV. 

That the truth of tlie said remonstrances was not 
disputed, nor tjjie tone, in which tbe3^ were written, 

complained 
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complained of, the same being submissive, and 
even abject, though the cause (his distresses) was 
by the said Hastings, in a great degree, and in 
terms the most offensive, attributed to the Nabob 
liimself ; but no relief was given, and the same 
unwarrantable establishments, maintained at the 
same ruinous expense, were kept up. 

XV. 

That the said Warren Hastings having consi- 
dered as incendiaries those who advised the remon- 
strances aforesaid ; and, to prevent the same in 
future, having denounced vengeance on those con- 
cerned therein, did, for the purpose of keeping in 
his own povjier all representations of the state of the 
Court and Country aforesaid, and to subject both 
the one and the otlier to his own arbitrary will, and 
to draw to himself and to his creatures the manage- 
ment of the Nabob’s revenues, in defiance of the 
orders of the Court c/f Directors, a second time 
recall Mr. Bristow, the (!!ompany’s Resident, from 
the Court of Oude ; h5,ving once before recajled 
him, as the said Directors express themselves, 
“ without the shadow of a charge being exhibited 

against him and having on the occasion and 
time now, stated, produced no specifick charge 
against the said Resident ; — and he the gaid Hast- 
ings did appoint Nathaniel Middleton, Enquire, to 
succeed him, it being his declared! principle, that 

R 3 he 
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said Wheler, under the seal of the Company, on 
the 3d July 1781. 

XVIII. 

That the said commission, delegatini^ to him, the 
said Warren Hastings, the whole functions of the 
Council, is destructive to the constitution thereof ; 
and is contrary to the Company’s staiwling orders ; 
and is illeg-al. 

XIX. 

That in virtue of those powers, and the illegal 
delegation aforesaid, the said Warren Hastings, 
after he had finished his business at Henaros, did 
procure a meeting with the Nabob of Oude at a 
place called Chunar, upon the confines of the 
country of Benares, and did there enter into a 
treaty, or pretended treaty, with the Said Nabob ; 
one part of which the said Warren Hastings did 
pretend was drawn up from a series of recjuisitions 
presented to him by the Nabob, but which requi- 
sitions, or any copy thereof, or of any other mate- 
rial document relative thereto, he did not at the 
time transmit to the Presidency ; the said Warren 
Hastings informing Mr. Wheler, that the Resident, 
Middleton, had taken the aut/t.e?dic/t papers relative 
to this transaction with him to Lucknow ; and it 
does not appear, that the said Warren Hastings did 
ever reclaim the said papers, in order to record 
them at ihe Presidency, to be transmitted to the 
Court of Direftors, as it #as his duty to do. 

XX. Thai 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. 


249 


XX. 

That the purport of certain articles of the said 
treaty, on the part of the Company, was, that in 
consideration of the Nabob’s inability (which ina- 
bility the preamble of the treaty asserts to have 
been “ repeatedly and urgently represented”) to 
support the expenses of the temporary brigade, and 
of three regiments of cavalry, and also of the Bri- 
tish officers, with their battalions, and of other 
gentlemen, wlio were then paid by Iiim, the several 
corps aforesaid, and the other gentlemen (with the 
exception of the Resident’s office, then on the Na- 
bob's list, and a regiment of Sepoys for the Resi- 
dent’s guard) sliould, after a term of two and a 
half months’s be no longer at his [the Nabob’s] 
charge. — “ The true meaning of this being, that 
“ no more troops than one brigade, and the pay 
“ and allowances of a regiment of Sepoys” (as 

aforesaid to the Resident) amounting in the wliole 

♦ 

to £342,000 a 3 "ear, shoidd be paid by the Na- 
bob. And that no oncers, troo 2 )s.j^or others, should 
be pul Ujyon the Nabob's establishment, exclusive^ of 
those in the said treaty stipulated. 


That the 'said Warren Hastings did defend and 
justify the said articles, in which the troops afore- 
said were to be removed from the .Nabob's esta- 
blishment. 
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blishment, by declaring as follows : “ that the 

“ actual disbursements to those troops had fallen 
“ upon our own funds ^ and that we support a body 
“ of troops, established solely for the defence of 
the Nabob’s possessions, at our own expense. It 
“ is true, we charge the Nabob with this expense ; 
“ but tbe larg'c balance already due from him 
“ shows too justly the little prospect there was of 
“ disengaging ourselves /rwa a burtheii, which was 
“ daily adding to our distresses, and must soon 
“ become insupportable., alihough it were granted, 
“ that the Nabob’s debt, then sudered to accumu- 
late, miylit at some J'utu re period be liquidated; 
“ and that this measure would substantially eflect 
“ an instant relief to the pecuniary distresses of the 
‘‘ Company.” 

XXII. 

That Nathaniel Middleton, the Resident, did 
also declare, that he would at all times testify, “ that 
“ upon the plan of tlie foregoing years, the receipts 
“ from the Nabob were i)nly a deception, and 7iol 
“ an adrantoyG, *but an injury to the Company 
and “ that a remission to the Nabob of this insuf- 
'‘\ferable burthen was a pi'oft to the Company.” 
And the said Hastings did assert that the force o 
the Company was not lessened by withdrawing the 
temporary troops ; although (when it' suited the 
purpose of the said Hastings, in denying just relief 
to the distresses of the said Nabob of Oude) he had 

not 
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not scrupled to assert the direct contrary of the 
positions by him maintained in justification of the 
treaty of Chunar, having in his Minute aforesaid, 
of the 15th of December 1779, asserted, “ that 
these troops” [the troops maintained by the Na- 
bob of Oude] “ had no separate or distinct existence, 
and may be .properly said to consist of our whole 
military establishment, with the exception only 
“ of our European infantry ; and that they could 
“ not be withdrawn, without imposing on the Com- 
pany the additional burthen of their expense, or 
“ disbanding nine battalions of disciplined Sepoys, 
“ and three regiments of horse.” 

XXIII. 

That he, tl>e said Warren Hastings, in justifica- 
tion of his agreement to withdraw the troops afore- 
said from the territories and pay of the Nabob of 
Oude, did further declare, “ that he had been too 
“ much accustomed to the tales of hostile prepara- 
“ tion, and impending niyasions, against all the 
“ evidence of political j)robability,^ to regard them 
“ as any other than phantoms, raised for ‘the piir- 
pose of perpetuating or multiplying commands 
and he did trust “ all ideas of danger from the 
“ neighbouring Powers were altogether visionary ; 
“ and that, (jven if they had been better founded, 
this mode of anticipating possible evils would 
‘‘ be more mischievous than any thing they had 

“ reason 
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reason to apprehend,” and that the internal state 
of the Nabob's dominions did not require the con- 
tinuance oi* the said troops ; and that the Nabob, 
“ ivhose concern it was, and not oars," did affirm 
the same, notwithstanding* }»e tlie said Hastings 
had before, in answer to the humble supplications 
of the Nabob, asserted, that “ it was^^^our part, and 
not his, to judge and determine in what manner 
“ and at what time, they should be reduced or 
“ withdrawn.’" 

XXIV. 

That the said Warren Hastings, in support of Iiis 
measure of withdrawing the said brigade, and other 
troops, did also represent, that ‘‘ tlie remote stations 
“ of those troops, placing the comman<ting officers 
“ beyond the notice and control of the Board, af- 
“ forded too much opportunity and temptation for 
unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the con- 
“ tqgion of peculation and ra])acitg throughout the 
“ whole army ; and as an<instance thereof, tliat a 
Court Martial, composed of officers of rank and 
“ respectable clfaracters, unanimously and honour- 
‘^*ably, ‘most honourably,’ acquitted an officer 
“ upon an acknowledged fact, which in times of 
“ stricter discipline would have been deemed a 
“ crime deserving the severest punishment.” 

XXV. 

That the said Warren Hastings having in the 

letter 
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letter aforesaid contradicted all the grounds and 
reasons by him assigned for keeping up the afore- 
said establishment, and having declared his own 
conviction, that the whole was a fallacy and impo- 
sition, and a detriment to the Company instead of 
a benefit, circumstances (if they are true) which he 
might and ought to have well known, was guilty 
of an high crime i^nd misdemeanor in carrying on 
the imposture avid delusion aforesaid, and in conti- 
nuing an insupportable burthen and grievance upon 
tlie Nabob for several years, without attending to 
his repeated supplications to be relieved therefrom, 
to the utter ruin of his country, and to the destruc- 
tion of tlie discipline of the British troops, by dif- 
fusing among them a general spirit of peculation ; 
and the said^l lastiiigs hath coiiimitted a grievous 
offence in upholding tlie same periiici<vus system, 
until by liis own confession and duelaration in liis 
Minute of the 21st of May 1781, “ the evils had 
“ [frown, to so great an height, that exertions will be 
“ required more powerful than can be made througli 
“the delegated authority of then, servants of the 
“ Company now in the province ; and that he was 
“ far from sanguine in his expectations, that eren 
“ h'tfi own rndc.avours would he attended with 
“ much success/' 

XXVL 

That at the time of making^ the said treaty, and 
at the time when, tinder colour of the fjistress of the 

Nabob 
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Nabob of Oude, and the failure of all other means 
for his relief, he the said Hastings broke the Com- 
pany’s faitn with the parents of the Nabob, and 
first encouraged, and afterwards compelled, him to 
despoil them of their landed-estates, money, jewels, 
and household goods, and while the said Nabob 
continued heavily in debt to the Company, he the 
said Warren Hastings did, “ i^nthoiit hesitation^'' 
accept of and receive from the Nabob of Oude 
and his ministers (wlio are notoriously known to be 
not only under his influence, but under his absolute 
command) a bribe, or unlawful gift or present, of 
one hundred thousand pounds sterling, and up- 
wards : that even if the said pretended gift could 
be supposed to be voluntary, it w^as cont,rary to the 
express provision of tlie Regulating Act of the 13 th 
year of His Majesty’s reign, prohibiting the receipt 
of all presents upon any pretence whatsoever, and 
contrary to his own sense of the true intent and 
meaning of the said Act,^^ declared upon a similar 
but not so strong a case that is, where the service 
done, and the puesent ofl'ered in return for it, had 
taken place before the promulgation of the above 
laws in India : on that occasion he declared, “ that 
“ the exclusion by an Act of Parliament admitted 
“ of no abatement or eva^ion^ wherever its autho- 

rity extended.” 

, XXVII. 

That the spd Warren Hastings, confiding in an 

interest. 
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interest, which he supposed himself to have formed 
in the East-lndia House, did endeavour to prevail 
on the Court of Directors to. violate the said Act, 
and to suffer him to appropriate the money so ille- 
gally accepted by him to his own profit, as a re- 
ward for his services. 

XXVIII. 

That- th6 said Warren Hastings has since de- 
clared to the Court of Directors, that when fortune 
threw a sum in his way (meaning the sum of money 
above mentioned) of a may nit tide, which could not 
he concealed, he chose to apprize his employers of it ; 
thereby confessing, that, but for the magnitude of 
the same rendering it difficult to be concealed, he 
never would 'Iiave discovered it to them. And the 
said unlawful present being received at the time 
when, for reasons directly contradictory to all his 
former recorded declarations, he tlid agree to re- 
move tlie aforesaid trooj)s from the Nabob’s domi- 
nions, and to recall the •pensioners aforesaid, it 
must be presumed, that he did not-agree to give the 
relief (which he had before so obstinately refused) 
upon the grounds and motives of justice, policy, or 
humanity, but in consideration of the sum of money 
aforesaid, which in a time of such extreme distress 
in the Nabob's affairs could not be rationally given, 
except for those and other concessions stipulated 

for 
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fo^ in the said treaty, but which- had on .former 
occasions been refused. 

XXIX. 

K 

That notwithstanding his, the said Warren Hast- 
ings’s receipt of the present of £100,000 as afore- 
said, he did violate every one of the ytipulatfons in 
the said treaty contained ; and particularly he did 
continue in the country, and in the servicc<f of the 
Nabob of Oude, those troops, which he had so re- 
cently stipulated to withdraw from his countr^'^, and 
to take from his establishment ; for, upon the 24tli 
of December following, he did order the temporary 
brigade, making 10 battalions of 500 men each, to 
be again put on the Vizier’s list ; although he had 
recently informed the Court of Direcftors, tlirough 
Edward Wheler, Esquire, that any benefit to be 
derived from tlv3 Nabob’s paying that brigade was 
fallacy and a deception^ and that the same was a 
charye upon the Company, and not an alleviation 
of its distresses, as well an insupportable burthen 
to the Nabob ; tjius having, within a short space 
of « time, twice contradicted himself, both in decla- 
ration and in conduct. 


XXX. 

That this measure, in direct violatioh of a treaty 
of not three months’ duration, was so injudicious, 

that. 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. 25/ 

that, in th^ opinion of the assista^it Resident, John- 
son, nothing less than blows could effect it he 
the said Re^^hlent further adding, “ that the Nabob 
‘‘ was not even able to pay off the arrears still due 
“to it [the new brigade] ; and that the troops 
“ being all in arrears, apd no possibility of present 
“ payment, so "large a body assembled here [viz. 
“ at Lucknow] wjthout any means to check and 
“ control them, nothing but disorder could follow. 
“ As one proof, that the Nabob is as badly off for 
“ funds as we are, I may inform you, that his 
“ cavalry rose this day upon him, and went all 
“ armed to the palace, to demand from 13 to 18 
“ months’ arrears, and were with great difficulty 
“ persuaded to retire, which was probably more 
“ effected by a body of troops getting under arms 
“to go against them, than any other considera- 
“ tion.” Hut the letter of Warren Hastings, Es- 
quire, of the 24th of December, giving the above 
orders for the infraction of the treaty, and to which 
the letter, from whence the foregoing extracts are 
taken, is an answer, doth pot appear, any otherwise 
than as the same is recited in the said answer. 

XXXL 

That, notwithstanding the disorders and defici- 
encies in the* revenue aforesaid had continued afid 
increased, and that three very, large balances had 
accumulated, the said Warren Hastings did cause 

VOL,. xJi. s the 
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the treasury accoiints at Calcutta to be examined 
and scrutinized, and an account of another arrear, 
composed of various articles, pretended to have 
accumulated during seven years previous to the 
year 1779 (the articles composing which, if they 
had been jpst, ought to have been charged at the 
times they severally became due) was sent to the 
Resident, and payment thereof ^demanded, to the 
amount of £260,000 sterling ; which unexpected 
demand, in so distressed a situation, did not a 
little embarrass the Nabob. But whilst he and his 
ministers were examining into the said unexpected 
demand, another, and fifth balance, made up of 
similar forgotten articles, was demanded, to the 
amount of £140,000 sterling more. Which said 
two last demands did so terrify and confound the 
Nabob and his ministers, that they declared, that 
the Resident might at once take the country, 
“ since justice was out of the question.” 

XXXll. 

That the said* Hastings, in order to add to the 
cotifusion, perplexity, and distress of the Nabob’s 
affairs, did send to his Court (in which he liad 
already a Resident and an assistant Resident) two 
secret agents. Major Palmer and Major Davy, and 
did instruct Major Palmer to make a variety of new 
claims, .one of a loai> to the Company of £600,000 
sterling, although he well knew the Nabob was 

himself 
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himself heavily in arrear to the Company, and was 
utterly unable to discharge the same, as well as in 
arrear to his own troops, and to many individuals, 
and that he borrowed (when he could at all borrow) 
at an interest of nearly thirty per cent. To this de- 
mand was added a new bribe ; or unlawful present 
to himself, to the amount of £100,000 sterling, 
which he did not refuse as unlawful, and of evil 
example, but as indelicate in the Nabob’s present 
situation ; and did, as if the same was his own pro- 
perty, presume to dispose of it, and to desire the 
transfer of it, as of his own bounty, to tlje Company 
Iiis masters. To this second demand he the said 
IT astings added a tliird demand of £120,000 ster- 
ling, for four additional regiments on the Nabob's 
list, after he had solemnly engaged to take off the 
t(jn, with which it had been burthenod ; the whole 
of the claims through his private,ageut aforesaid 
making the sum of £820,000 sterling. 

XX^lII. 

» 

That the demands, claims, &c. j^^iade by the said 
Warren Hastings upon the Government *of Owde 
in that year, amounted to the enormous sum of 
£2,530,000 sterling, and being joined to the ar- 
rears to troops, and some internal failures, amount- 
ing to £255,T)00 sterling more, the whole charge 
arose to £2,785,000 sterling j which Was con- 
siderably more than double the net produce of the 

s 2 Nabob’s 
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Nabob’s Revenue, the same only amounting to 
£1,450,000 “ nominal revenue, never completely 
“ realized.” 

XXXIV. 

That towards providing for these extravagant 
demands, he the said Warren Hastings did direct 
and authorize another breach of the publick faith, 
given in the treaty of Chunar. For whereas by 
the second article of the treaty aforesaid it was 
left to the Nabob’s discretion, whether or not he 
should resume the landed estates, called Jaghires, 
within his dominions ; and notwithstanding the said 
Hastings, in defence of the said article, did declare, 
that the Nabob should be left to the exercise of 
his own authority and pleasure respecting them, 
yet he the said Hastings did authorize a violent 
compulsion to be used towards the said Nabob for 
accomplishing 'an universal confiscation of that 
species of landed property ; and in so doing he did 
also compel the Nabob to break his faith with all 
the landholders of that description, not only in vio- 
lating the assurance of his ov/n original grants, but 
hi^ assurance recently given, when, being pressed 
by the Company, he [the Nabob] had made a 
temporary seizure of the profits of the lands afore- 
said, in the manner of a compulsory loan, for the 
re-payment of which he gave liis bonds and obli- 
gations ; and although 'he had at the same time 
solemnly pledged his faith, that he never would 

again 
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again resort to the like oppressive measure, yet he 
the said Warren Hastings did cause him to be com- 
pelled to confiscate the estates of at least sixty- 
seven of the principal persons of his country, com- 
prehending therein his own nearest relations,. and 
the ancient friends and dependents of his family ; 
the annual va:*ue of the said estates thus confiscated 
amounting to £435,000 sterling, or thereabouts, 
upon an old valuation, but stated by the Resident 
Middleton as being found to yield considerably 
more. 

XXXV. 

That the violent and unjust measure aforesaid, 
subversive of property, utterly destructive of several 
ancient aii'^ considerable families, and most dis- 
honourable to the British Government, did produce 
an universal discontent, and the greatest confusion 
throughout the whole country; the "said confiscated 
lands being on this occasion put to rack-rents, .and 
the people grievously of>f)ressed. And to prevent 
a jiossibility of redress, at *least for a considerable 
time, the said confiscatedr estates *Vere mortgaged 
(it appearing otherwise impracticable to make an 
approach towards satisfying the exorbitant demands 
of tlie said Hastings) for a great sum to certain 
usurious bankers or money-dealers at Benares. 

XXXVI. 

That besides these enormous demands, which 

s 3 were 
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were in part made for the support of several corps 
of troops under British officers, which by the treaty 
of Chunar ought to have been removed, very 
large extra charges, not belonging to the military 
list of the said Nabob, and several civil charges and 
pensions were continued, and others newly put on, 
since the treaty of Chunar, namely /.an allowance 
to Sir Eyre Coote of 15,554 rFipees per month, 
(being upwards of £18,664 sterling a year), and 
an allowance to Trevor Whelcr, Esquire, of 5,000 
rupees per month (or £6,000 sterling, and up- 
wards, a year), and the whole of tlie settled charges, 
not of a military nature, to British subjects, 
amounting to little less than £140,000 yearly ; 
and if other allowances, not included in the esti- 
mate, were added, they would greatly exceed that 
sum, besides much more, wliich may justly be sus- 
pected to have been paid, no part wliereof liad at 
that time been brought forward to any publick 
account. 

XX-X\ II. 

That the coiniiiander of one of these corps, of 
whose burthen the said Nabob did complain, was 
Ideut-Colonel Alexander Hannay, who did farm 
the revenues of certain districts called Baraitch 
and Gorachpore, which the said Hastings, in the 
ninth article of his instructions to Mr. Bristow, 
did estimate at 23 'lacks of rupees, or £230,000 
per annum ; ‘ but under his, the said Hannay’s, 

management, 
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management, the collections did very greatly de- 
cline ; complaints were made, that the countries 
aforesaid were harassed and oppressed, and the 
same did fall into confusion — and, at last, the 
inhabitants broke out into a general rjebellion. 

XXXVIII. 

That the far greater part of the said heavy list 
was authorized or ordered by him the said Warren 
Ilaslings for the purpose of extending his own 
corrupt influence. For it doth appear, that at the 
time when he did pretend, in conformity to the 
treaty of Chunar aforesaid, to remove the Com- 
pany’s servants, “ clcll and military, from the 
Court and Service of the Vizier,” he did assert, 
that he there]>y did “ diminish his own influence, 
“ as w’ell as that of liis colleagues, by narrowing 
the line of patroncKje which .proves, that the 
offices, pensions, and other emoluments aforesaid, 
in Glide, were of Ids patronage, as his patronage 
could not be diminished .by taking away the said 
offices, &c. unless the sainc had 4>eeu substantially 
of his gift ; and he did, at the time ot* the pre- 
tended reformation aforesaid, express both his 
knowledge of the existence of the said exces- 
sive and abusive establishments, and his sense of 
his duty in*taking them awa}^ ; for in agreeing to 
the article in the treaty of Chunar for abolishing 
the said establishments, he did declare himself 

s 4 “ actuated 
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‘‘ actuated solely by motives of justice to the 
“ Nabob, and a regard to the honour of our na- 
“ tional character f and, according to his own 
representation, the said servants of the Company, 
civil and military, “ by their numbers, their influ- 
“ ence, and the enormous amount of their salaries, 

r 

“ pensions, and emoluments, were ,an intolerable 
“ burthen on the revenues and^ authority of the 
“ Vizier ; and exposed us to the envy and resent- 
“ ment of the whole country^ by excluding the 
“ native servants and adherents of the Vizier from 
“ the rewards of their services and attachment.” 


XXXIX. 

That the Revenue of the country being antici- 
pated, mortgaged, and dilapidated by the counsel, 
concurrence, connivance, and influence, and often 
by the direct order of the said Warren Hastings, 
the whole civil Government, magistracy, and ad- 
ministration of justice, gradually declined, and at 
length totally ceased through the whole of the 
vast provinces, y^hich compose the territory of 
Ouda ; and no power was visible therein but that 
of the Farmers of the Revenue, attended by bodies 
of troops to enforce the collections ; insomuch that 
robberies, assassinations, and acts of every de- 
scription of outrage and violence were perpetrated 
with impunity ; and^ even in the capital city of 
Lucknow, the seat of the sovereign power, there 


was 
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was no court of justice whatever to take cogni- 
zance of such offences. 


XL. 

That the said Warren Hastings, when he did 
interfere in the government of Oude, was obliged 
by his duty interfere for the good purposes of 
government, and , not merely for the purpose of 
extorting money therefrom, and enriching his own 
dependents, which latter purpose alone he did 
ettect in the manner before mentioned, but not one 
of the former. For the said Hastings, having pro- 
cured the extraordinary powers given by and to 
himself by his delegation of the 3d of .July 1781, 
did declare the same to be for the purpose, among 
many others, “ of assisting the Nabob Vizier in 
“ forming such regulations as may be necessary 
“ for the peace and good order of .his government 
“ and the improvement of his revenue.” And in 
consequence of the said powers the said Warren 
Hastings did, in the treaty of Chunar, obtain an 
article from the Nabob, by whiclt the said Nabob 
did promise to attend to his advice in the reform- 
ation of his civil administration ; and he did give 
certain instructions to the Resident Middleton, to 
whicli he did require him to yield the most implicit 
obedience; and did in one article thereof direct 
him to urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, 
if it could not be done at once, to establish Courts 

of 
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of Adawlet [Justice], and that the Darogas [chief 
criminal magistrates], Moulabies [consulting or 
assistant law^^ers], and other officers, should be 
selected by the ministers with his, the Resident’s, 
concurrence and afterwards, in his instructions 
to the Resident Bristow, desiring him to pursue 
the same object, he declared his opinion, that 
“ the want of such courts, and the extreme licen- 
“ tiousness occasioned thereby, is one of the most 
“ disreputable defects in his Highness the Nabob’s 
“ Oovcrnment. And that while they do not exist, 
“ everv man knows the hazard which he incurs 
“ in lending his money.” But he did give him 
the said Resident no positive instruction concern- 
ing the same, supposing the establishment of such 
courts a matter of difficulty ; and did therefore 
leave him a latitude in his proceedings therein. 


XLI. 

That the said Resident Bristow did, how^evcr, 
in conformity to the said instructions, at last given 
with such latitirde, endeavour to prevail on the 
said* minister gradually to introduce Courts of Jus- 
tice for the cognizance of crimes, by beginning to 
establish a criminal court under a native judge, 
to judge according to the Mahomcdan law in the 
city of Lucknow. But Hyder Beg Khan, a mi- 
nister of’ the said Warren Hastings’s nomination, 
and solely dependant upon him, did elude and 

obstruct. 
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obstruct, and in the end totally defeat, the esta- 
blishment of the same. 


XLII. 

That the obstruction aforesaid, .and the evil 
consequences thereof, were duly represented to the 
said Hastings,; and though the said Hastings had 
made it the fourth article of a criminal charge 
against the Resident Middleton, “ that he did not 
“ report to the Govcrnour-General, or to tlie 
“ Board, the progress, which he had made from 

time to time in his endeavours to compl^^ with 
“ his instructions ; an<l that, if he met with any 
“ impediments in the execution of tijem, he had 
“ omitted to state tliose impediments, and to apply 
“ for fresh orders u[)oii them — yet he the said 
Hastings did give no manner of support to the 
Resident Bristow' against the said Hyder Beg 
Khan, and did not even answer several of his 
letters, the said Bristow's letters, stating the* said 
impediments, or take any notice of his remon- 
strances ; but did at length revofee his own instruc- 
tions, declaring, that he, the said Resident, slmuld 
not presume to act upon the same ; and yet did 
not furnish him wdtli any others, upon which he 
might act, but did uphold the said Hyder Beg 
Khan, in the obstruction by him given to the per- 
formance of the first and .fundamental ^ duty of 
all Government ; namely, the administration of 

justice. 
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justice, and the protection of the lives and property 
of the subject against wrong and violence. 

XLllI. 

That the_^said Hastings did afterwards proceed 
to the length of criminating the Resident Bristow 
aforesaid for his endeavours to establish the said 
necessary court, as an invasion of the rights of 
the Nabob’s government ; when, if the Nabob in 
his own proper person and character, and not the 
aforesaid Hyder Beg (who was a creature of the 
said Hastings) had opposed the re-establishment 
of justice in the said country, it was the duty of 
the said Hastings to have pressed the same upon 
him by every exertion of his influence. And the 
said Warren Hastings, in his pretended attention 
to the Nabob’s authority, when exercised by his 
the said Hastings’s minister to prevent the esta- 
blishment of Courts of Justice for the protection 
of life and property, at ihe same time that he did 
not hesitate, in tb's case of the confiscation of the 
Jagliires, and the proceedings against the mother 
and grandmother of the Nabob, totally to super- 
sede his authority, and to force his inclinations in 
acts, which overturned all the laws of property, 
and offered violence to all the sentiments of natu- 
ral affectibn and duty,; and accusing at the same 
time his instruments for not going to the utmost 

lengths 
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lengths in the execution of his said orders, is guilty 
of an high crime and misdemeanor. 

XLIV. 

That the said Hastings did highly.aggravate his 
offence in discountenancing and discouraging the 
re-establishment of magistracy, law, and order, in 
the country of Oude, inasmucli as he did in the 
eighth article of his instructions to the Resident 
order him to exercise powers, which ought to have 
been exercised by lawful magistrates, and in a 
manner agreeable to law. And in tlie said article 
he did state the prevalence of rebellion in the 
said country of Oude, as if rebellion could exist 
in a country, in which there was no magistracy, 
and no protection for life or property, and in which 
the native authority had no force whatever ; and 
in which he himself states the ex^^rcise of British 
authority to be an absolute usurpation : and he 
did accordingly direct a rigorous prosecution 
against the offence of rebejlion under such circuni- 
stances, but “ with a fair and iiiipartial inquiry,” 
when he did not permit the establishment of those 
courts of justice and magistracy, by which alone 
rebellion could be prevented, or a fair and impar- 
tial in(j[uiry relative to the same could be had. 
vVnd particularly he did instruct the said Resident 
to obtain the Nabob’s order for employing some sure 
means f)r apprehending certain Z^emindars, and 

par- 
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particularly threC, in the instruction named, whom 
he the said Hastings did cause to be apprehended 
upon what he calls good information, founded 
upon some facts, to which he asserts he has the tes- 
timony of several witnesses, that they had the de- 
“ struction of Colonel Hannay, and the officers 
“ under his command, as their immediate object, 
and ultimately the extirpation of the Englisli influ- 
“ ence and pow er throughout all the Nabob's domi- 
“ nions and that they did still persevere in their 
rebellious conduct without deviation, “ though the 
“• Nabob's, and not our government, was then the 
object of it.” And he did direct the said Ilesi- 
dent, if it should appear, on a Jam and reijular 
‘‘ inquiry^ that their conduct towards the Nabob 
“ had been such as it had been reported to be, to 
“ insist upon the Nabob’s punishing them with 
death ; and to treat with the same rigour every 
Zemindar, and every subject, who shall be the 
“ leader in a rebellion against his authority.” 

XT.V. 

That tlie crime of the said Hastings, in his pro- 
cedure aforesaid, was further highly aggravated by 
his having received information of several striking 
circumstances, which strongly indicated the neces- 
sity of a regular magistracy and a legal judicature, 
from the Total failure of justice, affecting not only 
the subjects at large, but even the reigning family 

itself ; 
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itself; as also of the causes why no legal magis- 
tracy could exist, and why the princes of the 
reigning family were not only oa^posed to the at- 
tacks of assassins, but even to a want of the pro- 
tection, which might be had from their servants 
and attendants, who were driven from their masters 
for want of ^that maintenance, which tlie princes 
their masters could not procure, even for them- 
selves. And the circumstances aforesaid were 
detailed to him the said Hastings by the Resident 
Bristow, in a letter from Lucknow, dated the 29th 
January 1784, to tlie Governour-General the said 
Warren Hastings, and the Council of Bengal, in 
the terms following : 

“ The fre(iuent robberies and murders, perpc- 
“ trated in his Excellency’s, the Vizier 's, dominions, 
“ have been too often the subject of rny represen- 
“ tations to your Honourable Bcjtard. From the 
“ total want of police, hardly a day elapses but I 
“ am informed of some tragical event, whereof 
“ the bare recital is shocking to Iiumanity. About 
“ two montlis since an attempt ^vas made to as- 
“ sassinatc Rajah Ticket Roy, the acting minister’s 
“ confidential agent, but he happil}'^ escaped un- 
“ hurt. Nabob Behadre, his 1-Ii<jhness's brother, 
“ has not been so fortunate, as will appear from 
“ translations of two of his letters to me, No. 1, 
“ which I have the honour to enclose ’for your 
“ information. Although my feelings are sensibly 

‘‘ hurt. 
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“ hurt, and my compassion strongly excited by 
“ the disgraceful and miserable state of poverty, 
to which his Excellency's brothers are reduced, 
yet, situated as I am, it is not in my power to 
interfere with effect. My efforts on a former 
“ occasion failed of success, and my interposition 
“ 710 W ivould only excite the resentment of the mi- 
“ nister towards the tinhajpy siifci'ers, in conse- 
“ quence of their application to me, from whom 
“ ALONE, however, they hope for relief from their 
present distress, which, their near connexion 
with the Vizier considered, is both shameful and 
“ unprecedented. That no regular Courts of Jus- 
“ tice have been established in this country is 
particularly pointed at in my instructions, as the 
“ most disreputable defect in his.Ilighness’s go- 
“ vernment ; yet the minister seems determined on 
“ abolishing even the shadow of so necessary an 
institution. The office of Chief Justice, as held 
“ by Molovy Morobine, was ever nugatory, but 
“ now it is sunk into the lowest contempt. The 
“ original establishment, inadequate as it was, is 
“ mouldering aM^ay, and the offieers now attached 
“to it are literally starving, as no part of their 
“ allowance has l)een paid for above six months 
“ past. He himself has proposed to resign his 
“ appointment, being every way precluded from a 
“ possibility of exercising the duties of it.” 


XLVl. That 
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XLVI. 

. % 

That it appears by the said' letter, and the 
papers therewith transmitted, as well as otiier do- 
cuments in the said correspondence, fhat in conse- 
quence of the distress brought upon the Nabob’s 
finances, certain of the princes his brethren, the 
children of Sujah'’ul Dowla, the late sovereign of 
the country, were put upon pensions unsuitable to 
their birth and rank, and by the mismanagement 
of the minister aforesaid (appointed by the said 
Warren Hastings), for two years together no con- 
siderable paint of the said inadequate pension was 
paid ; and not being able to maintain the attend- 
ants necessary for their protection in a city, in 
wdiich all magistracy and justice was abolished, 
they were not only liable to suffer the greatest ex- 
tremities of penury, but their lives were exposed 
to the attempts of assassins. The condition of 
one of the said princes^ called the Nabob Baha- 
dur, is by liimself strongly expressed in three 
letters to the said Resident BristovC^, the fi?;gt dated 
the 28th of December 1783 ; the second, the 7th 
of January 1784 ; and the third, the 15th of Ja- 
nuary 1784 ; which letters were duly transmitted 
in the dispajcli of the 29th of the same month to 
Warren Hastings, Esquire, and are as follow : 

‘‘ Your own servant carried you the accDunt of 
what he himself was an eye-witness to, after the 
VOL. XII. T “ affair 
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“affair of last night. These are the particn- 
“ lars : — about midnight my aunt received twelve 
“ wounds from a ruffian, of which she died. I 
** also received six successive stabs, which alarmed 
the people of the house, who set up a shouting ; 
“ whereupop the assassin run off. Besides being 
‘ ‘ without food, or the means of providing any, 
“ this misfortune has befallen me. 1 am desirous 
of sending the coffin to your door. It is yojir 
“ duty, both for the sake of (lod and of Christ, to 
“ execute justice, and to inquire what harm I have 
“ done to the murderer sufficient to deserve assas- 
“ sinatioii, or even injury. You now stand in the 
place of his Excellency the Vizier. 1 request you 
“ will do me justice. What more can I say ? 

P. S. “1 am also desirous to show you ni}^ 
“ wounds.” 

From the same, 29th January 1784. 

“ \’ou have been dulv informed of all the 
“ circumstances relativeT)oth to the murder of the 
“ innocent, and df my being wounded, as we 11 by 
“ my former letter, as by the messenger, whom 
“ you sent to inquire into the state of my health ; 
“ and I have every reason to hope from your 
“ knowni kindness, that you will not be deficient in 
“ seeking out the assassin. I am at this moment 
“ oiwrmfelmed in misfortune. Whilst the hlood is 
“ flowing fro^n my wounds, neither I, nor my 
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“ children, nor my servants, have wherewithal to 
procure subsistence ; nor have I it in my power 
“ either to purchase remedies, to reward the 
“ physician — 'tis for the sake of God alone, that 
“ he attends me. Thus loaded with calamity upon 
“ calamity, I am unable to support life, for T find 
“ no relief frOtn any affliction either day or night. 
“ Do you now stand in the place of iny father ; 
“ grant me fresh life by speedy acts of benevo- 
“ lence. 

“ For these two last years his Excellency esta- 
“ blished a ])ension for me of twenty tliousand 
“ rupees ; but I never received the full amount of 
“it, either last year or the year before. Should 
“ it, however, be paid me, though inadequate to 
“ my desires, I shall still be enabled to support 
“ myself. From the beginning of this year to the 
“ present time I have not received*a farthing, nor 
“ do I expect any, though, if you afiTord protection 
“ to the oppressed, all my^wishes will be accornplish- 
“ ed. I w*as desirous of waitiii"; on voii -with mv 
“ family, that you might -be an eyc-witnessjto their 
“ condition ; but I was advised not to stir out on 
“ account of my wounds. What more can I say?” 

The following Extracts are made from the third 
letter front the same Prince; dated January 15, 
1784* 

“ The particulars of the late and unforeseen 

T 2 “ misfortune, 
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“ misfortune, with which I have been overwhelmed, 
“ are not unknown unto you ; that the innocent 
blood of my'‘iiBunt, the prop and ruler of my 
family y was shed, and in the same manner I too 
“ was wounded. Until now I feel the pain and 
affliction ,of my wounds ; and no person has re- 
“ yarded my solicitations for redress^, sought after 
the assassin^ and brought him .to condign punish- 
“ ment., yourself excepted,'" — “ In like manner, as 
“ the honourable Governour-General has adopted 
“ my brother Saadut Ally Cawn for his son, and 
“ relieved him from the vexation, affliction, and 
dependence of this place, would it be extraordi- 
“ nary, that you also should, in your bounty and 
‘‘ favour, consent to adopt me, who do not possess 
“ the necessaries of life, and permit me to attend 
“ you to whatever part of the world you may 
“ travel, whereby I shall at all times derive ho- 
‘‘ nour and advantage ? Formerly, us three brothers 
“ Saadut Ally, Myrza Jungly, and I, the poor and 
“ oppressed, were, in tl'ie presence of our blessed 

“ father, whose ^oul rests in heaven, treated alike. 

* 

“ Wow the ministers of this Government put me 
‘‘ upon a footing with our younger brothers, who 
“ have lately left the Zenana, and whose expenses 
are small. On this scale, wdiich is in every 
“ respect insufficient for my maintenance, they pay 
“ the pitiful alloioanee ordy when it is their plea- 
“ sure to do it. My situation has for years past 

“ hern 
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“ been increasing in wretchedness to a degree, 
“ that I am in want of daily bread, and rny ser- 
“ rants and animals are dying 'bf hunger. My 
“ distresses are so great, that 1 have not been able 
“ to pay a daum to the surgeons for the cure of 
‘ ‘ my wounds ; and they too are discouraged from 
‘‘ affording ane their assistance, or furnishing me 
“ with medicines.^ How then is it possible for me 
“ to exist? Considering you as my patron, par- 
“ ticipating in my aflElictioiis, I have represented 
“ the circumstances concerning my situation ; and 
“ I hope from your friendship, that you will 
“ honour me with a favourable answer.” 


XLVll. 

The Resident Bristow did also receive a strong 
application from three others of the brethren of the 
reigning sovereign, called Mirza Hyder Ali, Mirza 
Ennayut Ali, and Mirza Syef Ali, representing 
their very pitiable case*, in a letter of the 9th of 
March 1783, in which, among other particulars, 
are contained the following : *• 

“ Our situation is not fit to be represeiTted. 
“ For two years we have not received a hubba on 
“ account of our tuncaw [assignment on the 
“ Revenue]^, though the ministers have annually 
“ charged a lack of rupees, and never paid us 
“ any thing. After all, ive jure the sons of Suja 
“• id Douda ! It is surprising, having such a friend 
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“ as you, our situation is arrived at that pass, that 
“ we should be in distress for dry bread and 
“ clothes. Whereas you have done many gene- 
“ rous acts, be pleased so to show us your favour, 
“ that by some means we may receive our allow- 
‘‘ ances fro^ the Company’s treasury, and not 
“ be obliged to depend upon, and solicit, others 
“for it.” 

XLVIIL 

That one of the princes aforesaid, called the 
Mirza .fuiigly, about the beginning' of the year 
1783, was obliged to fly from the dominions of the 
Nabob of Oude, and to leave his country and 
connexions ; and as the Resident Bristow', writing 
from Lucknow', hath observed, “ he went to try 
“ his fortune at other Courts, in preference to 
“ starving at home, which might have been liis 
“ fate by all accounts at this place.” And the 
said prince sought for succour at the Court of one 
of the neigljbouring Maliomedan princes ; but con- 
ceiving some disgust at tlie treatment lie met witli 

there, he departed from thence, and on the 8th of 

^ ■ 

February 1783 arrived at the Mahratta camp, 
while David And(;rson, Esquire, was there in the 
character of minister plenipotentiary to the Com- 
pany, w ith a view, if his reception there should not 
prove answ^erable to his wishes, to pass on to the 
southward. And the, said Anderson, probably con- 
sidering this event as of very great importance to 

the 
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the honour of the British Government, as welt as 
to its interests, on the one hand, by exhibiting* the 
son and brother of a sovereign prince, from whom 
the Company had received many millions of money, 
a fugitive from his country, and a« wanderer for 
bread through the Courts of India ; ^and on the 
other the consequences, which might arise from 
the Mahrattas ha\:ing in their possession, and under 
their influence, a son of the late Nabob of Oude, 
did without delay advise Warren Hastings, Esquire, 
of the event aforesaid ; and he did also write to 
Mr. Bristow, the Resident at the Court of the 
Nabob Vizier, several letters of the 9th and 20th 
of February, and of the Gth of March and Gth of 
April 1783, in order that some steps should be 
taken for his return, and establishment in his own 
country. And the said Anderson did inform the 
Resident Bristow, in his letter aforesaid, that on 
the arrival of the fugitive prince, brother of the 
reigning sovereign of Oydc, at the Mahratta camp, 
he did cause his tent to be pitched close to that 
of Mr. Anderson ; but finding this not agreeable 
to the Mahratta general, Scindia, he atTer\^rds 
removed : and that he showed a strong attach- 
ment to the English, and was inclined to throw 
himself upon their generosity ; that he was desirous 
of going to Calcutta, and declared, that if he, the 
said Anderson, “ would give him the* smallest 
“ encouragement, he would quit all his followers, 

T 4 “ and 
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“ and come alone, and would take up his resi- 
“ dence under his protection.” And the said 
Anderson did declare, that he thought it would 
“ be policy, and much to the credit of our (lo- 
“ vernment, that some provision should be made 

for Mirza Jungly in our territories.” 

XLIX. 

That the said Bristow did represent the afore- 
said circumstances to Hyder Beg Cawn, minister 
to the Nabob of Oude, declaring it his opinion, 
“ that his highness’s brothers thus taking refuge 
“ with a foreign prince is a reflection upon the 
“ Vizier, and it would be advisable, that an allow- 
“ ance should be granted to him upon the footing 
“ of his brothers, that he might remain in the 
“ presence.” But the Nabob was induced to 
refuse to his brother any oft'er of any allowance be- 
yond the two hundred pounds per month, allowed, 
but not paid, to his other brothers ; and which the 
said prince did observe’ to Mr. Anderson, “ that 
“ it was not only inadequate to his expenses, but 
“ innnitely less (as the truth was) than what his 
“ Excellency has settled on many persons of in- 
“ feriour rank, who have not so good a claim to 
“ his support ; and that it w’ould not be sufficient 
“ to enable him to live at Lucknow, where all 
“ his friends and relations were, and so many of 
“ his inferiours lived in a state of affluence.” In 


case, 
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case, therefore, it could not be increased, he re- 
quested leave to live in the Company’s provinces, 
or at Calcutta, for that in any of these situations 
“ he could with less difficulty regulate his ex- 
“ ponses.” And he did declare, that, if his re- 
quest was granted to him, he would immediately 
quit all his prospects with Scindia. To these pro- 
positions he received a very discouraging answer 
from his brother’s minister, containing a positive 
and final refusal of any increase of allowance, ob- 
taining only the Nabob’s permission to retire into 
the Company’s provinces : but Mr. Anderson did 
not think himself authorized to take any steps for 
the prince’s retreat into the said province without 
Scindia’s concurrence, who, he observed, would use 
every art to detain him ; and accordingly did 
oft'er him the command of a battalion of infantry 
to be paid directly from his own treasury, and 
£6,000 sterling a year for keeping up a corps 
of horse, and to settle qpon him a landed estate of 
£4,000 a year as a prcfvision for his wife and 
children ; which honourable offers it appears he 
did accept, and did and doth remain*' in* the 
Mahratta service. 

L. 

That during the whole course of this transaction 
the said Warren Hastings was duly advised thereof, 
first by a very early letter fropi the said Anderson, 
and afterwards by the Resident Bristow, who, on 

the 
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the 23d of April 1783, transmitted to him his 
whole correspondence with Mr. Anderson. But 
what answer or instructions the said Warren Hast- 
ings did give to Mr. Anderson does not appear, 
he not having- recorded any thing upon that sub- 
ject. But it appears, that to the Resident Bristow, 
who required to be informed whether the recep- 
tion of the fugitive prince aforesaid in the Com- 
pany’s provinces would meet his approbation, he 
gave no answer whatsoever ; by which criminal 
neglect, or worse, with regard to a brotlier of an 
ally of the Company, who showed a strong attach- 
ment and preference to the English nation, and by 
sufiering him, without any known effort to j)reveiit 
it, to attach himself to the cause and fortunes of 
the Mahrattas, who, he the said Hastings well 
knew, did keep up clviims ujjon several parts of 
the dominions of Oude, and had with difficulty 
been persuaded to include the Nabob in the treaty 
of peace, he, having suffered him first to languish 
at home in poverty, and then to fly abroad for 
subsistence, and afterwards taking no step, and 
coufTtehancing no negotiations, for his return from 
his dangerous place of refuge, at the same time 
that several of his the said Hastings’s creatures 
had each of them allowances much more consider- 
able than would have sufficed for the satisfaction 
and comfbrt of liini tjie said fugitive prince — was 
guilty of a hig4i crime and misdemeanor. 

Id. 
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LI. 

That the indigent condition before related of 
the other brothers of the Nabob was also duly 
transmitted to the said Warren Hastings, but he 
did never order or direct any steps whatsoever to 
be taken towards the relief of the family of a 
reigning prince, who were daily in danger of perish- 
ing by famine through the effect of his measures, 
and those of a person, whom he supported in 
power against the will and inclination of the said 
prince and his family. 


Lll. 

That the foregoing instances of the penury, 
distress, dispersion, and exile of the reigning fa- 
mily, as well as the general disorder in all the 
aftiiirs of Glide, did strongly enfoitie the necessity 
of a proper use of the British influence (the only 
real government then existing) in the province 
aforesaid for a regulation* of the economy of the 
Vizier’s Court, as well .as for fhe proper admi- 
nistration of the publick concerns, civil ari3 mili- 
tary, which were in the greatest disorder ; and the 
said Warren Hastings was under obligation to 
provide for the same, and did himself understand 
it to be his duty so to do ; and that he was therein 
warranted by the spirit of the. treaty of Cliunar, as 
well as by other universal powers of control, and 


even 
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even of snpercession, supposed by him to exist in the 
relation between the British Government and that 
of Oude, and accordingly he did, in his instruc- 
tions to the Resident Middletoni., to which he re- 
quired his ntost implicit obedience, direct him to 
an interference in an^ control upon all the affairs 
concerning the revenues, the military arrange- 
ments, and all the other brandies of the Nabob’s 
Government. 

LIII. 

That upon his recall of the said Middleton, he, 
in his instructions to the Resident Bristow, dated 
23d of October 1781, did at large set forth the 
situation of the Court and Government of Oude, 
the situation and character of tlie Nabob, of the 
acting minister, and of the British Resident jit that 
Court ; and did plainly, distinctly, and without 
reserve, describe the extent of the authority to be 
exercised by the last of these persons, as well as 
the unqualified complianfic to be expected from 
the two former. And he did accordingly declare, 
that from the •hature of our connexion with the 
“ (Government of Oudcy and from the Nabob’s 
“ incapacity, a necessity will for ever exists while 
“ we have the claim of a subsidy upon the re- 
sources of his country, of exercising an influence 
“ and frequently substituting it ENTIMJELY, in 
‘ ‘ the place of an avowed and constitutional autho- 
rity in the* administration of his (the Nabob's) 

“ Cwovernmeni 
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(Jovernment and he did further in the said 
instructions, namely, in Instruction the Fourth, 
direct the said Resident in the words following : — 
“ I must have recourse to you for the introduction 
“of a new syst&ni in that Governmeuit ; nor can I 
“ omit, whilst I express reliance^ on you for 
“ that purpose, to repeat tne sentiments, which I 
“ expressed in tjie verbal instructions, %hich I 
“ gave at your departure, that there can he no 
“ medium in the relation between the Resident and 
“ the minister^ hut either the Resident must he the 
“ slave and vassal of the minister, or the minister 
“ at the absolute disposal of the Resident. And 
he the said Hastings did state, in the same article 
of the instructions aforesaid, that though the con- 
duct of the said Hyder Beg Khan had been 
highly reprehensible, and that he was much dis- 
pleased thereat, he would prefer him to any other, 
on account of his ability and knowledge of busi- 
ness, with the following proviso, “ if he would 
“ submit to hold his office on such conditions as 
“ I require. He exists, by his dependence on the 
“ influence of our Government, It musr“+)t- ad- 
“ visable to try him by the mode of conciliation ; 
“ at the same time that in your filial conversation 
“ with him it will be necessary to declare to him, 
“ in the plainest terms, the footing and condition, 
“ on which he shall be permitted to •retain his 
“ place, with the alternative of a dismission, and a 

“ scrutiny 
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“ scrutiny into his conduct, if he refuses it. lii 
“ the first place, 1 will not receive from the Na- 
‘‘ bob, as his, letters dictated by the spirit of 
^'■opposition; but shall consider every such at- 
“ tempt as an insult on our (rovemment . In the 
“ second pl^cc, I shaiygxpect, that nothing is done 
“ in hi^ official character but with your knowledge 
“ and participation.” 


LIV. 

That the said Hastings having described, in 
the manner aforesaid, the relative situation of 
the Resident and minister, he did state also 
the relative situation of the said minister and 
his master the Nabob, declaring, “ that the mi- 
“ nister did hold icithout control the unpartici- 
‘‘ pated and entire administration, with all the 
“ powers annexed to that Government ; the A^a- 
“ bob being, as he ever must be in the hands of 
some person, a mere cipher in his" [the minister’s]. 
And having thus stated the subordination of the 
minister to the R(?sident, and the subordination of 
the Nabob to the minister, he did naturally de- 
clare, that the first share of the responsibility 
“ would rest upon the said Resident.” And he 
did further declare, “ that the other conditions 
“ did follow distinctly in their places, because 
“he did* consider the Resident as responsible for 
“ them" 


LV. That 
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LV. 

That for the direction of the Resident in the 
exercise of so critical a trust, wherein all the true 
and substantial powers of government were in an 
inverted relation and propo^ion to the, official and 
ostensible auUiorities, and in which the said Hastings 
did suppose the necessity constantly existing for 
exercising an influence, and frequently for substi- 
tuting entirely the British authority “ in the place 
“ of the avowed and constitutional Government,” 
he, the said Hastings, did properly leave to the 
Resident a discretionary power for his delation 
from any part of his instructions ; interposing a 
caution for his security and direction, that, as 
much as he could, he would leave the subject 
free for liis (the said Hastings's) correction of it ; 
and would instantly inform him,* or the Board, 
according to the degree of its importance, with liis 
reasons for it. 

LVl. 

That besides the institution Of the Courts of 
Justice, as before recited, four other prTifei pal 
oI,j ects in the reformation of tlie affairs of Glide 
were expressly recommended to the Residents 
Middleton and Bristow, and must be understood 
to be the conditions, upon which the said Hastings 
must have meant to have it. understood ‘ jffiat the 
acting minister of Oude was to hold his employ- 
ment, 
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ment, namely, the limitation of the Nabob’s per- 
sonal expenses ; the reduction of the Nabob’s 
troops in number, and the change in arrangement ; 
the appointment of proper collectors for the re- 
venues ; and. the appointment of proper officers for 
all parts of the executive administration. 

LVII. 

That the first object, namely, that of the limi- 
tation of the Nabob’s personal expenses, and 
separating them from the publick establishments, 
he the said Hastings did state as the first and 
fundaihental part of his regulation, and that, upon 
which all the others w'ould depend ; and did de- 
clare, “ that in order to prevent the Vizier’s alli- 
“ ance from being a clog instead of an aid to the 
“ Company, the most essential part is to limit and 
“ separate his personal disbursements from the pub- 
‘^lick accounts : they must not exceed what he has 
‘‘ received in any of the last three years.” And as 
to the publick treasury uiid disbursements, he the 
said Hastings didj in the .said instructions, wlrolly 
withiiraw them from the personal management or 
interference of the Nabob, and did expressly order 
and direct, that they should be under the sole 

management of the ministers, with the Resident’s 
“ concurrence.” And on the appointment of the 
Resident Bristow in October 1782, he the said 
Hastings did order and direct him in every point 

of 
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of the instructions to Middleton, not revoked or 
qualified by his then instructions, to which he did 
require his [the said Resident Bristow’s] “ most 
“ attentive and literal pbfedience.” 

LVIII. 

That the said Resident Bristow di(j, in conse- 
quence of the renewal to him of the said instruc- 
tions as aforesaid, endeavour to limit and put in 
order the Nabob's expenses ; but he was in that 
particular traversed and counteracted, and in the 
end wholly defeated, by the minister Hyder Beg 
Khan. And though the obstructions afo^,esaid, 
agreeably to the instructions given to Midmeton, 
and to him the said Bristow, were represented to 
the said Warren Hastings by the Resident afore- 
said, yet the said Warren Hastings did give no 
kind of support to the said Resident, or take any 
steps towards enabling him, the said Resident, to 
etl’ectuate the said necessary limitation and dis- 
tribution of expenses, by himself the said Hastings 
ordered and prescribed ;• nor, if he disapproved 
the proceedings of the said Resitient, did he give 
him any instruction for the forbearance the 
same, gr for the exerting his duty in any other 
mode ; nor did he call for any illustration from 
liim of any thing doubtful in his correspondence, 
nor state to him any complaint made privately of 
his conduct, in order to receiye thereon an, expla- 
nation ; but he did leave him to ^^ursue, at his 

VOL. XU. IT discretion,* 
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ment, namely, the limitation of the Nabob’s per- 
sonal expenses ; the reduction of the Nabob’s 
troops in number, and the change in arrangement ; 
the appointment of propiir collectors for the re- 
venues ; and^the appointment of proper oflScers for 
all parts of the executive administration. 

LVII. 

That the first object, namely, that of the limi- 
^tion of the Nabob’s personal expenses, and 
separating them from the publick establishments, 
he the said Hastings did state as the first and 
fundis^ental part of his regulation, and that, upon 
which all the others w'ould depend ; and did de- 
clare, “ that in order to prevent the Vizier’s alli- 
“ ance from being a clog instead of an aid to the 
“ Company, the most essential part is to limit and 
“ separate his personal disbursements from the pub- 
*‘lick accounts : they must not exceed what he has 
‘‘ received in any of the last three years.” And as 
to the publick treasury and disbursements, he the 
said Hastings did^ in the .siiid instructions, wh^olly 
withdraw them from the personal management or 
interference of the Nabob, and did expressly order 
and direct, “that they should be under the sole 
“ management of the ministers, with the Resident’s 
“ concurrence.” And on the appointment of the 
Resident' Bristow in October 1782, he the said 
Hastings did order and direct him in every point 

of 
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of the instructions to Middleton, not revoked or 
qualified by his then instructions, to which he did 
require his [the said Resident Bristow’s] “ most 
“ attentive and literal obedience.” 

LVIII. 

That the said Resident Bristow difj, in conse- 
quence of the renewal to liini of the said instruc- 
tions as aforesaict, endeavour to limit and put in 
order the Nabob’s expenses ; but he was in that 
particular traversed and counteracted, and in the 
end wholly defeated, by the minister Hyder Beg 
Khan. And tliough the obstructions aforesaid, 
agreeably to the instructions given to MidMeton, 
and to him the said Bristow, were represented to 
the said Warren Hastings by the Resident afore- 
said, vet the said Warren Hastings did eive no 
kind of support to the said Resident, or take any 
steps towards enabling him, the said Resident, to 
eflectuate the said necessary limitation and dis- 
tribution of expenses, by himself the said Hastings 
ordered and prescribed ;• nor, if he disapproved 
the -proceedings of the said Resitient, did he give 
him any instruction for the forbearance the 
same, gr for the exerting his duty in any other 
mode ; nor did he call for any illustration from 
him of any thing doubtful in his correspondence, 
nor state to him any complaint made privately of 
his conduct, in order to receiye thereon an expla- 
nation ; but he did leave him to ^^ursue, at his 

voE. xir. IT discretion, ft 



Q()0 ARTICLES OF CHARGE 

discretion, the extensive powers before described, 
to effect the reformation, which he was directed to 
accomplish under the responsibility denounced to 
liim as aforesaid, if he should fail therein, as he 
was supposed* to be substantially invested with all 
the powers of Government. 

LIX. 

That instead of the said support or instruction, 
he the said Hastings did countenance, or more 
probably cause or direct, a representation to be 
made to him by the acting minister of the Nabob 
of Glide, complaining grievously of the proceed- 
ings of the Resident aforesaid, as usurpations on 
the Nabob’s authority and indignities on his per- 
son. And although he the said Hastings did in- 
struct the Resident Bristow to inform the said 
Hyder Beg Khan, that he would not receive from 
the Nabob, as /m, letters directed by the spirit of 
opposition, but should consider every such attempt 
as his [the minister’s], as an insult on our Govern- 
ment ; 3^et he did receive, as //?s, the Nabob’s own 
letters, and as written from the impressions on his 
own mind, and as the stiggestions of his own judg- 
ment, letters to the same effect as those written by 
the minister, although he had declared upon re- 
cord, that the said “ Nabob was a mere cipher 

in his the said minister’s hands,” and “that he 
“ had dared to use both tlie Nabob’s name, and 


even 
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“ oven his seal, affixed to letters either directed to 
“ the Nabob, or written as from him without his 
knowledge and although he did assert, or 
record as aforesaid, that in a letter, which he had 
lately received from the Nabob, the • minister had 
the presumption to make the Nabob declare that 
which was trjie to be false; and that making 

“ use of the Nab,ob in such a manner did show 
“ how thin the veil was, by which he covered his 
ow7t acts ; and that such artifices would only 
“ tend to make them the more criminal from the 
falsehood and duplicity, with which they were 
“ associated."' 

LX. 

That the said Hastings did act upon the letters 
pretended to be written by the Nabob, as well as 
on those actually written by the minister, without 
previously communicating the matter of the said 
complaint to the said Resident, and did give credit 
to the same ; and cording as aforesaid from a 
person by himself (the said Hastings) charged with 
artifice, falsehood, and diiplicity,*and with abusing 
to his own evil purposes the name and sear‘*bf his 
master, without his knowledge, and without any 
previous inquiry into the facts and circumstances ; 
and did thereon or-round an accusation uoaiiist the 

* P ^ - 

said Resident Bristow, before the Board at Cal- 
cutta, in which he did represent the cdiuiuct of 
the said Bristow, in attempting to lifnit the house- 

0 "2 hold^ 
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hold expenses of the Nabob, as an indignity, 

“ which no man living, however mean his rank in 

“ life^ or dependent his condition in it, would 

“ permit to be exercised by any other, but with the 

“ want or forfeiture of every manly principle.’* 

And he did further accuse the said Bristow for 
« 

that in his proceedings in the regulp,tion of the 

Nabob’s household ‘Mie should receive to him- 

« 

“ self, or Mr. Cowper for him, or a treasurer for 
“ both (for the arrangement has never been well 
“ defined) the money assigned for the support of 
“ the Nabob's household ; issue it as lie pleased, 
not to the Nabob, but to the menial officers 
of his household ; dispose of his superfluous 
horses, and other cattle ; determine how many 
elepliants were necessary to the state of the 
Vizier of the empire ; the number of domesticks 
“ for his atternkxnce ; and pry into the kitchen 
for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of 
“ victuals, which ought to be dressed in it ; control 
the accounts of these disbursements ; and appro- 
“ priate to his ov/n use (for that the consequence 
“ w5s inevitable, if he chose it) the residue produced 
“ by those economical retrenchments.*’ 

LXl. 

I 

That the said charge is malicious and insidious, 
because, the attempt to introduce proper ofiicers 
for the management of household expenses, so 

considerable, 
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considerable, that tbe said Hastings has stated the 
allotment for the same at £300,000 sterling 
yearly, and that other acconnts hav^e carried it 
to £400,000 sterling and upwards, and to keep 
proper and regular accounts thereof, was a neces- 
sary regulation, and agreeable to the dignity of the 
. Nabob, and by no means a degradation either of 
his person or authority, which was specially pro- 
vided for in the regulations, as no expense could 
be incurred but by his own personal warrant under 
his sign manual ; nor doth there appear therein 
any thing but what is of absolute necessity to 
prevent embezzlement to his prejudice. And the 
said Hastings hath declared, in the 5th article of 
the instructions to the said Resident, that no ad- 
ministration can be properly conducted without 
regular offices ; and that in the whole province of 
Glide “ there was not one, the * whole being eu- 
“• grossed by the minister of which minister, in 
the 14th article, he dechires his susjucion, that the 
Nabob did not receive the whole and punctual 
payment of the sum assigned for the purpose of 
the household, but that some part had been by 
him withheld from the Nabob ; and that, from 
private information he had lately received, he had 
reason to believe, that this was actually the case. 
And the said Hastintys well knew, that the Nabob’s 
household had been ill condu-cted ; that the allow- 
ances of his servants had not been paid: that liis 

u 3 . distress^ 
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distress was scandalous : and that his nearest 
relations were in a famishing condition : and the 
said Hastings did also well know, that the house- 
hold of the Nabob was provided for or neglected, 
not at his owii discretion, but at that of the said 
Hyder Beg Khan ; and he did, in the 14 th article 
aforesaid, instruct the Resident Bristow to show 
every ostensible and external mark of respect to 
the Nabob, in order to induce him to become 
himself the mover of every act necessary for the 
advancing of his own interests, and the discliarge 
of his debts to the Company, declaring, ‘‘tliat 
“ they never could be edected while the minister 
“ retained that ascendency over him, which he at 
present holds by the means of a nearer and 
“ more private intercourse, and by affecting to be 
“ the mediator of his rights against the claims of 
“ our Government.’' — And the said Hastings did 
further well know, that there was no way of ascer- 
taining the payment of the assignments for the 
Nabob’s household, either for the general pur- 
poses of their cTestination, or to the particular 
objects, to which they ought to be applied, vdth- 
out regular offices of receipt and of account, which 
might prevent tlie said minister Hyder Beg Khan, 
or the Britisli Resident, or any other, from em- 
bezzling or misapplying the same. But the total 
want of offices aforesaid in every department of 
Government did furnish occasion of concealing all 

frauds, 
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frauds, clandestine presents, or pensions to a Go- 
vernour-General, commander-ifi -chief, or other 
servant of the Company. 

LXII. 

That the said Warren Hastings, wlio did pretend 
so deep a concern for the indignities 'supposed to 
be suffered 'by the Nabob merely in the limitation 
and regulation of unnecessary expenses relative to 
his kitchen, domesticks, See. did sliow no attention 
or compassion to the said Nabob, when in the 
year 1779 the said Nabob represented, that the 
pensions of his old servants for 30 years, the ex- 
penses of his family and kitchen, together with the 
Jaghires of his grandmother, mother, and aunts, 
and of his brothers and dependants, given for their 
support, were not 7 ’ef/iilaled, but stopjwd. 

LXIII. 

That the other articles of regulation, namely, the 
reform of the troops in nj^iniber and in arrangement, 
the appointment of pro}>t?r collectors for the reve- 
nues, and the general constitution of officers for the 
executive administration, were in like manner to- 
tally defeated by the said Hyder Beg Khan. And 
tlie said Hastings did receive a charge from him, 
and did adopt it as his own, representing the en- 
deavours of the Resident to act in the regulations 
aforesaid agreeably to the spirit of his instructions, 
and in confidence of the powers vested in, and the 

n 4 responsibility 
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responsibility imposed upon, him the said Resident, 
as usurpations of the authority and prerogative of 
the Nabob ; and he the said Hastings did make 
criminal charges thereon against the said Resident 
Bristow, of which charges the Council Board did, 
on hearing the same, and the defence of the said 
Bristow, fully acquit him. 

LXIV. 

That the said Hastings, by abetting Hyder Beg 
Khan, a person described by him as aforesaid, in 
his opposition to all the plans of necessary reforma- 
tion proposed by the said Hastings himself, and 
having suggested no other whatever in lieu thereof, 
to answer the purposes, for which he had stipulated 
in the treaty of Cliunar for the interference of the 
Resident in every branch of the Nabob’s govern- 
ment, did thereby frustrate every one of the good 
ends proposed by him in the said treaty of Chunar, 
and did grossly abuse his trust in giving the exor- 
bitant powers before recited, and asserting them to 
exist in the British Resident, without suffering them 
even^^Tn appearance to answer any of the proper 
and justifiable ends, for which any power or influ- 
ence can or ought to exist in any Government. 

LXV. 

That .there is just ground to violently presume, 
that not only tiie letters in the name of the Nabob 

aforesaid 
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aforesaid were dictated to him by his minister 
Hyder Beg Khan, in whose hands the said Hast- 
ings has described his master to be “a mere cipher, 
“ &c.” but which Hyder Beg was the known in- 
strument of the said Hastings ; but that the conduct 
and letters of complaint of the said Hyder Beg 
were in effect and substance prescribed and dic- 
tated to him b}^ the said Warren Hastings, or his 
secret agent, Palmer, by his direction ; because it 
is notorious, that the powers of the said Hyder Beg 
were solely supported by him the said Hastings, 
who, according to the state of favour or displeasure, 
in which he stood, hath frequently promised him 
support, or threatened him with dismission and 
j)unishment ; and therefore it is not to be thought, 
that he would take so material a step as to oppose 
the Company’s Resident, acting under the instruc- 
tions of the Ciovernour-General and Council, and 
to accuse him with so much confidence, and in a 
manner so different from^ the usual style of suppli- 
cation on all other occsKions employed by that 
Court, if he had not beeyi previously well assured, 
that his writing in that manner would be piectsing 
to the person, upon whom lie solely depended for 
his power, his fortune, and perhaps for his life. 
Secondly, because when it suited the purposes of 
the said Hastings on a former occasion, that is, in 
the year 1784, to remove the Resident* Bristow 
aforesaid from his office, a letter from the Nabob 


was 
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was laid before the Council Board at Calcutta, 
proposing, that in order to prevent the effects of 
the said Bristow’s application to Europe for redress, 
the said Hastings should send him draughts of let- 
ters, which he the said Nabob would write in his 
own name and character to the King, to His Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, and to the Court .of Directors, 
expressing himself, in the letter aforesaid, in the 
words following : viz, “ to prevent his [Bristow’s] 
“ applying to Europe, send me, you think proper, 
“ the draughts of letters, which I may write to the 
“ King, tlie Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Com- 
“ pany." Thirdly, tliat though the said Hastings, 
and his secret agent Palmer, did pretend, and posi- 
tively assert, that they had no share in the letters 
aforesaid from the Nabob and his minister, there 
was an original note to the Nabob's letters of accu- 
sation, referringH to distinct ])arts and specified num- 
bers of the agent Palmer's secret correspondence 
with the said Warren Hastings; and the said let- 
ter, with the said reference, Mas, through inadver- 
tence, laid before the Board. 

LXVL 

That the said Warren Hastings having thrown 
the Government of Oude into great confusion and 
distress, and thereby prevented the discharge of the 
debt, OT pretended debt, to the Company, did, b}'^ 
all the said intrigues, machinations, and charges. 


aim 
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aim at the filling the said office of Resident at ©ude 
with his own dependants, or by himself personally, 
as it appears, that he did first propose to place in the 
said office his secret agent. Palmer, and that after- 
wards, when he was not able to succeed therein, 
he did propose nominally to abolish the said office, 
but in effect to fill it by himself ; proposing to the 
Council, and rendt^ring himself responsible (but not 
in fortune) for the payment of the Company’s debt 
within a certain given time, if he were permitted 
and commissioned bv the Council to act for the 
Board in that province ; and did inform them, that 
he was privately well assured, that in a few days he 
should receive an invitation to that effect ; and he 
did state (as in the year 1781 he had stated as a 
reason for his former delegation), “that the state of 
“ the country was so disordered in its revenue and 
“ administration, and the credit and influence of 
“ the Nabob himself so much shook by the late 
“ usurpation of his au|:,hority, and the contests 
“ which attended it, as to* require the accession of 
“an extraneous aid to r.estore the j)owers, and to 
“ re- animate the constitution, of his government;’'' 
although he the said Hastings did for a long time 
before attribute the weakness of his government to 
an extraneous interference. And the said Council, 
on his engagement aforesaid, did consent thereto ; 
and he did accordingly receive a coinmisssion, en- 
abling him to act in the affairs of Oude, not only as 

the 
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the ^leaident might have done, but as largely as 
the 'tIJouncil-General might legally delegate their 
own powers. 

LXVII. 

That the said Warren Hastings, in accepting the 
said commission, did subject his character and the 
reputation of his office to great imputations and 
suspicions by taking upon himself an inferiour 
office, out of which another had upon his intrigues 
been removed by a perpetual obstruction, which 
rendered it impossible for him to perform his duty, 
or to obey his instructions ; and ho did increase the 
said grounded suspicions by exercising that office 
in a government, from whence it was notorious he 
had himself received an unlawful gift and present 
from the ministers, and in which he had notoriously 
suffered many, and had himself actually directed 
some, acts of peculation, by granting various pen- 
sions and emoluments to the prejudice of the 
Revenue of a distressed c.ountry, which he was not 
authorized to grant. 

LXVIIl. 

TtTSTt the said Warren Hastings did proceed unto 
the said province of Oude under colour of providing 
a remedy for the disorders described to be existing 
in the same, and for the recovery of the Company’s 
j>retendcd debt. And the said Warren Hastings, 
who had thought fit to recall tlie Company’s Re- 
sident appointed to that office by the Court of 

.Directors, 
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Directors, and to suspend his office, did notwith- 
standing, of his own choice and selection, and oh his 
own mere authority, take with him in his progress 
a large retinue, “ and a numerous society of Eng- 
lish gentlemen, to compose his family,” which he 
represents as necessary ; although in a letter from 
that very pla^e, to which he took that very nume- 
rous society, he informs the Court of Directors, 
“ that his own consequence, and that of the nation 
he represents, are independent of show and 
after his arrival there, he the said Warren Hast- 
ings did write from Lucknow, the capital of that 
province, a letter dated the 30th of April 1784 to 
the Court of Directors, in which are several par- 
ticulars to the following purport or tenour, and 
which he points out to the Directors “to be cir- 
“ cumstances of no trivial information,” namely 
“ that he had found, that the lauds in that province, 
“ as well as in some parts more immediately under 
the Company, have suffered in a grievous man- 
“ ner, being completely exhausted of their natural 
“ moisture by the total failure of one entire season 
“ of the periodical rains,’’ with a few excepiions 
which were produced only “ by the uncommon 
“ labour of the husbandman.” And in a letter to 
Edward Wheler, Esquire, a member of the Coun- 
cil-General from Benares, the 20th of September 
1784, he says, that “ the publick Meveitims had 
“ declined with the failure of the cultivation in 

“ three 
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“ three successive years; and all the stores of 
“ grain, which xX\e. providence of the husbandman 
“ (as he was informed is their custom) in defiance 
“ of the vigilance of the Aumils [collectors] clan- 
“ destinely reserved for their omn use, were of 
“ course exhausted, in which state no person would 
accept of the charge of the collections on a posi- 
“ tive engagement, nor did the rain fall till the 10th 
“ of July.” — And in another letter dated from Be- 
nares, the 1st of October following, he repeats the 
same accounts ; and that the “ country could not 
bear further additions of expense ; that it had no 
“ inlets of trade to supply the issues, that were made 
“from it;” [the exceptions stated there being in- 
considerable] “ therefore every rupee, which is 
“ drawn into your treasury [the Company’s] from 
“ its circulation, will accelerate the period, at which 
“ its ability muf t cease to pay even the stipulated. 
“ subsidy. Notwithstanding this state of the 
country, of which he was well apprized before he 
left Calcutta, and the poverty and distress of the 
prince having been frequently but in vain repre- 
sent^fTto him, in order to induce him to forbear 
his oppresive exactions, he did, in order to furnish 
the Council with a colour for permitting him to re- 
cal the Company’s Resident, and to exercise tlie 
whole powers of the Company in his own person, 
without any check whatsoever, or witness of his 
proceedings, except the persons of his own private 

choice. 
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clioice, make the express and positive engagement 
aforesaid, which, if understood of a real and *'sub- 
stantial discharge of debt for the relief of the total 
of the Company’s finances, was grossly fallacious ; 
because at the very time he must have been per- 
fectly sensible, that in the then state of the reve- 
nues and coup try of Oude (which are in effect the 
Company’s Revenues, and the Compan37^’s country), 
the debt, or pretended debt aforesaid, asserted to 
be about five hundred thousand pounds, or there- 
abouts, could not be paid without contracting an- 
other debt, at an usurious interest, without encroach- 
ing on the necessary' establishments, or on private 
property, or on the pay of the arin^’^, or without 
grievous oppression of the country, or all these 
together- And it doth appear, that one hundred 
thousand pounds towards the said payment of debts 
was borrowed at Calcutta by the .Nabob’s agent 
there, but at what interest is not known. It appears 
also, that other sums were borrowed for arrear of 
the interest, on which £40,000 sterling appears 
in the Company’s claims for the ourrent year, and 
that various deductions were made from the" Jag- 
hires restored to the Begums, as well as other parts 
of the Nabob’s family; and it did and doth appear, 
that an arrear is still due to the old and new bri- 
gade, but wfiether the same be growing or not, doth 
not appear ; j^et he hath not hesitated to assert, 
that he had “ provided for the complete discharge 

“ in 
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“ in one year of a debt contracted by the accumula- 
“ tioln. of many^ and from a country, wljose re- 
“ sources have been wasted and dissipated by 
“ three successive years of drought, and one of 
“ anarchy.” . But the said Hastings never did even 
realize the payments to be made in the first year 
(as he confesses in the said letter) except by an 
anticipation of the second ; and thougii he states in 
his letter aforesaid the following facts and engage- 
ments, tliat is to say, “ that a rccooery of so larye 
“ a part of your property [the Company's] will af- 
“ ford a seasonable and substantial relief to the 
“ necessities of your government, and enable it (for 
“ such is my confident hope) to begin on the reduc- 
“ tion of your debt at interest before the conclusion 
“ of this year (I mean the year of this computa- 
“ tion).” Whereas the said Warren Hastings did 
apply the whole produce of the revenue to the mere 
pay of some part of the British army in Oude ; and 
did not mention in his correspondence, that he had 
remitted any mone}^ whatsoever to Calcutta, nor to 
any other place (except the fifty thousand pounds 
takefTfrom Almas Ali Khan, and said to be re- 
mitted to Surat) for the said “ substantial relief,” 
in consequence of the said pretended recovery of 
property,” admitting, that it had been suggested 
to him and not by him denied, that he had “ dis- 
“ appointed the popular expectation by not adopt- 
“ ing the policy, which he had, on the conception of 

“ better 
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better . grounds^ rejected; nor dkl he begin the 
reduction of the interest debt” at the time Stated, 
nor at any time ; but the whole (he well knowing 

the state of the country from whence the resources 

*/ 

aforesaid were by him promised) w'as unpremeditated 
deceit and imposition on the Board of Council, 
his colleagues, and on the Court of Directors, his 
masters. 

LXIX. 


That no traces of regulation appear to have been 
adopted by the said Warren Hastings during his 
residence at faicknow in conformity to the spirit 
and intention- of the treaty of Chunai', or of his in - 
structions to Middleton and liristow, or of the jjro- 
posed objects of his own commission. Bui he did, 
in lieu thereof, [)retend to IVee the Nabob's govern- 
ment from the interference of the Company's ser- 
vants, and the usurpation (as he called it) of a Re- 
sident, and thereby to restore it to its proper tone 
and energy ; whereas tjie measures he took were 
such as to leave no usefuf or responsible superin- 
tendence in the i British, and no freedom in the Na- 
bob's, government ; for he did confirm the sole, 
unjiarticipatcd, and entire administration, with all 
the powers annexed to the government, on the mi- 
nister Hyder Beg Khan, to whom he prevailed on 
the Nabob Vizier to commit the entire charge of 
his revenues, althoimh he knew, that hi§ .master 
w'as a cipher in his hands ; that he “■ had affixed 
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“ his seal to letters written without his kiiow'leclge, 
“ and such as evidently tended to |)romote llyder 
“ Beg Khan’s influence and interW that his 
said masteF did not consider him as a minister of 
his choice, bujas an instrument of his degradation ; 
that “ he exists as a minister by his dependence on 
the Calcutta Government ; and that the Nabob 

f 

“ himself had no other opinion of him : that it is 
“ by its declared and most ohmous support alone, 
“ that he could maintain his aiithoritv and influ- 
“ ence.” And in his instructions to his secret 
agent. Major Palmer, dated bth of May 1782, to 
ease his mind, and remove his jealousy with regard 
to British interference, he did instruct him, that 
much delicacy and caution will be recjuired in 
“ your declarations on this subject, lest they should 
“ be construed to extend to an immediate change 
“ in the administration of his alfairs, or the instru- 
ments of it. Their persons must be considered 
US' sacred while they act with the ’participation of 
“ owr injiuence. This distinction the Nabob un- 
“ dersta,nds ; nor will it be either rjecessary or proper 
“ to Edludc to it, unless he himself should first intro- 
“ duce the subject.” And the said Hastings did as- 
sume, as to a dependant of thti low’^est order, to 
prescribe to him the conditions, on wdiich he is to 
hold his place ; to threaten him wdth scrutinies into 
his conduct, with dismission, with punishment; that 
he was guilty of falsehood and duplicity ; and that 

he 
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liacl made his master assert what was true to be 
false ; that he suspected.^he had withheld from his 
master what iiife ought to have paid to him — that 
the event of his having prevailed on tfie Nabob to 
intrust him as aforesaid was, accordjng to his the 
said Hastings’s own letter, written to the said Ry- 
der Beg Khan himself, “ an accuniufation of dis- 
“ tress, debasement, and dissatisfaction to the Na- 
“ bob, and of disappointment and disgrace to me. 
“ Every measure, which he had himself proposed, 
“ and to which he had solicited my assistance, has 
“ been so conducted as to give him cause of dis- 
“■ pleasure ; there are no officers established, by 
“ which his affairs c.ould be regularly conducted ; 
“ mean, incapable, and indigent men have been 
“ a})pointed Aumils of the districts without autho- 
rity, and without the means of personal protec- 
“ tiou ; some of tliem have been m^^^’^^cred by the 
“ Zemindars, and those Zemindars, instead of pu- 
“ nishment, have been permitted to retain 'their 
“ Zemindaries with indep<3ndent .authority ; all the 
“ other Zemindars suffered to ri^e up in rebellion, 
“ and to insult the authority of the Sircar, \vithout 
“ any attempt made to suppress them ; and the 
“ Company’s debt, instead of being discharged by 
“ the assignments, and extraordinary sources of 
money provided for that purpose, is likely to 
“ exceed even the amount, at which it stood at the 
“ time, in which tlie arrangement with his Excel- 

X 2 “ leu icy 
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lency was concluded. The growth of these evils 
‘ ‘ was early made known , to me, and their effects 
foreboded in the same order and manner as they 
“ hare since come to pass. In such a state of cala- 
‘‘ mity and disgrace, I can no longer remain a pas- 
‘‘ sive spectator; nor would it be becoming to con- 
“ ceal my sentiments, or qualify the expression of 
‘Mliem. I now plainly tell you, that you are an- 
“ swerable for every misfortune and defect of the 
“ Nabob Vizier’s government.” — And after giving- 
orders, and expressing some liopes of better beha- 
viour, he adds, “if I am disappointed, you will 
“ impose on me the painful and bumiliating iieces- 
“ sitv of acknowledgino- to him that J have been 
“ deceived, and of rccommendiiiL!: the examination 
“ of your conduct to bis justice, both for tlie re- 
“ dress of bis own and the Com])any’s grievanc(!S, 
“ and for the iniury siistaiiual by both in their Uiii- 
“ tual connexion. J}o not reply to me, ibat what 
“ I have written is from the suji’L'estion of your 
“ enemies; nor imagiiK'. that I have induced my- 
“self to write in sucli plaiii and declaratory terms, 
“ without a clear insight into all the cons<“quenccs 
“ of it, and a fixed determination upon them.” 


LXX. 

That the aforesaid being the tenour of the power 
of the sa.id minister, and such bis character, as 
given by the said Warren Hastings himself, who 

did 
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did origiiially compel the Nabob to receive him, 
who did constantly support, him against the Nabob 
his master, as well as against the Company’s Resi- 
dent ; — the delivering over to such a person his 
master, his family, his country, and tiie care of tlic 
British interests therein, without control or publick 
inspection, was a liigh crime and misdemeanor. 

LXXL 

That the next person, whom the said Hastings 
did invest with power in tlie said country, was a 
certain opulent and j^owerful native manager of 
revenue, called Almas Ali Khan, closely connected 
witli the said Hyder Beg Khan, and to whom the 
said Ilyder Beg Kliaii, as the said Hastings has 
admitted, “ liad intrusted the yrcatc.^t part of his 
“ revenues, without any pledgx; or security for his 
‘‘ fidelity.’' And al’terwards the* said Hastings 
charges the said Almas Ali with an intention of 
removing from the Naberb's dominions ; lie states, 
“ as taking with him,’’ a*nd therefore being pos- 
sessed of “ an immense •treasure, the fruits of liis 
(unbezzlements ;ind oppressions, and an army 
“■ raised for its proti^ction.” 

LXXII. 

That the said Warren Hastings was, or pre- 
tended to be, impressed with, the evil cTliaracter, 
dangerous designs, and immoderate power of the 

X 3 . said 
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said Almas Ali ; that he did insert, among his instruc- 
tions to the Resident Bristow, an order of a dangerous 
and unwarrantable nature, in which upon his, tlui 
said Hastings’s, simple allegation of offences, not 
accurately described or specified with regard either 
to the fact, the nature of the offence, or the proof, 
he was required to urge the Nabob to put him to 
death, with many qualifications in the said instruc- 
tions, full of fraud and duplicity, calculated to en- 
snare the said Resident Bristow, and to throw upon 
him the responsibility of the conduct of the said 
Almas Ali Khan, if he should continue at large 
contrary to his orders, or to subject him, the said 
Resident, to the shame and scandal of apprehend- 
ing and putting him to death by means, which, in 
the circumstances, must necessarily be such as 
would be construed into treachery ; he the said 
Almas Ali Khan being from nature and situation 
suspicious and watchful, and being at that very 
time in the collection, or farmer of the most import- 
ant part of the revenues, with an extensive juris- 
diction annexed, and at the head of fourteen thou- 
sand of his own troops ; and having been recently 
accepted by the Resident Middleton as security for 
large sums of money advanced by the bankers of 
Benares to the use of the East~India. Company ; 
which orders (if the said Resident would or could 
have executed them) .must have raised an universal 
alarm among all the considerable men of the country 

concerned 
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concerned in the government, and would have been 
a means of subverting the publick credit of the 
Company by the murder of a person engaged for 
very great sums of money, that had been advanced 
for their use. — And the said instructions are as 
followeth ; 

“ If any engagement shall actually subsist be- 
“ tween them at jhe time you have charge of the 
“ Residency, it must, however e.\ceptionable, be 
“ faithfully observed ; but if he has been guilty 
“ of any criminal ofience to the Nabob, his mas- 
ter, for which iio immunity is provided in the 
engagement, or he sliall break any one of the 
conditions of it, 1 do most strictly enjoin you, 
“ and it must be your special care to endeavour, 
“ either by for cji or r,urj}ri.Ae, to secure his person 
and bring him to justice. By bringing Iiim to 
“ justice 1 mean, that you urge* the Nabob, on 
due conviction, to punisli him with deaths as a 
“ necessary example W deter others from the 
“ commission of the likt crimes ; nor must yon 
“ desist till this is effected. — 1* cannot prescribe 
“ the moans ; but to guard myself against the 
obloquy, to which I may be exposed by a forced 
“ misconstruction of this order by those, who may 
“ hereafter jie employed in searching our records 
‘‘ for cavils and informations against me, I think 
“ it proper to forbid, and })^-otcst against 4;he use 
“ of any fraudulatt arli/ice or treachery to accom- 

\ A “ p/ish 
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* ‘ plish the end which I ham prescribed. ; and as 
“ you alone are privy to the order, you will of 
“ course observe the greatest secrecy, that it may 
“ not transpire : but I repeat my recommendation 
“ of it, as one* of the first and most essential duties 
“ of your office/’ 

LXXIIl. 

That among the reasons assigned for putting to 
death the said Almas Ali, which the said Hast- 
ings did recommend directly and re])eatedly to the 
Resident, as one of the first and most essential 
“ duties of his office,” was in substance, “ tliat 
“ by his extensive trust with regard to tlie reve- 
‘‘ lines h(i Iiad been permitted to acquire indeperi- 
“ denev ; that the means tliereof had been lone: 

seen, and the eftects thereof foretold bv every 
“ person acquainted with the state of government, 
“ exce})t those iwi mediately interested in it and 
he, the said Warren Hastings, did also charge the 
said Almas Ali with embez/dement of the revenues, 
and oppression of the pe(tple ; and nothing appears 
to disprove the same, but much to give ground 
to a presumption, that the said Almas Ali did 
grievously abuse the power committed to him, as 
farmer and collector of the revenue, to the irreat 
oppression of the inliabitauts of the countries, which 
had been rented to him b}’^ Hydcr Beg Khan, witli 

tlie kngv^ledee and consent of the said Warren 

~ # 

Hastings. 


LXXIV. 
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LXXIV. 

That the Resident Bristow, declining the violent 
attempt on the life of Almas Ali deceitfully or- 
dered by the said Warren Hastings, did on weighty 
reasons, drawn from the spirit of the said Hast- 
ings’s own instructions, recommend, that his, the 
said Almas Ali Khan’s farms of revenue, or a 
great part of them, should be on the exj)iration of 
his lease taken out of his Iiands, as being too 
extensive, and supplying tlio means of a dangerous 
power in the country ; but ^^et he the said Warren 
Hastings did not only continue liiin in the posses- 
sion of the said revenue, but did give to him a 
new lease thereof for the term of five years. And 
on this renovation and increase of trust the said 
Warren Hustings did not consent to produce the 
informer, upon whose credit he. had made his 
charge of capital crimes on tlie said Almas Ali, 
and had directed him tp be put to death, or call 
upon him to make good his cliarges ; but instead 
of this, totally changing his relation to the said 
Almas Ali, did himself labour to procure from all 
parts attestations to prove him not guilty of the 
perfidy and disloyalty, of which the said Hastings 
himself appears to have been to that very time 
his sole accuser, as he hath since been his most 
anxious advocate ; but though he did ilsQ many 
endeavours to accpiit Almas Ali of his intended 

flight. 
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ttigilt, yet concerning his embezzlements and op- 
pressions, the most important of all charges rela- 
tive to that of the revenue and collection, he the 
said Hastings hath made no inquiry whatever ; by 
which it might appear, that he was not as fully 
guilty thereof as he had always represented him 
to be. But some time after lie the said Warren 
Hastings had arrived at Lucknow, in the year 
1784, he suggested to the said Almas Ali Khan 
the advance to the Company's use of a sum of 
money, amounting to fifty thousand pounds, or 
thereabouts ; and the said suggested adv'ance was 
( as the said Warren Hastings asserts, no witness 
or docuintmt of the transaction appearing) “ cheer- 
“ fully and without hesitation, complied wdth, con- 
“ sidering it as nn evidence scasonabltj offered for the 
“ general refutation of the charges of perfidy and 
“ disloyalty — 'which practice of charging wealthy 
persons with treason and disloyalty, and afterwards 
acquitting them on the payment of a sum of money, 
is highly scandalous to '‘the honour, justice, and 
government of Great Britain ; and the offence is 
highly aggravated by the said Hastings's decla- 
ration to the Court of Directors, that the charges 
against Almas Ali Khan had been too laboriously 
urged against him ; and carried at one time to 
such an excess, as had nearly driven him to aban- 
don his bountry Joe the j) reservation of his life 
and honour;" and thus to give a “colour to 

‘ ^ tile 
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“ the charges themselves,” when he the said War- 
ren Hastings did well know, that he himself did 
consider as a crime, and did make it an article in 
a formal accusation against the Resident Middle- 
ton, that he did not inform him the .said Hastings 
of the supposed treasons of Almas Ali^ Khan, and 
of his design to abandon the country, when he 
himself did mos^ laboriously urge the charges 
against him ; and when no attempt appears to 
have been made against the life of the said Almas 
Ali Khan, except by the said Warren Hastings 
himself. 

LXXV. 

That the sum of fifty thousand pounds sterling, 
or thereabouts, publickly taken by the said Warren 
Hastings, as an adcance for the use of the Com- 
pany, if given as a consideration, or fine, on ac- 
count of the renewal for a long term of civil 
authority and military command, and the collection 
of the revenues to an imfnense amount, the same 
being at least eight hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling yearly, was so totally inadequate to the interest 
granted, that it may justly be presumed, it was not 
on that, or on any publick ground or condition, 
that the sa,id Hastings did delegate, out of all 
reach of resumption or correction, a lease of bound- 
less power and enormous profit, for so lon^ ^ term, 
to a known oppressor of the country. 


LXXVl 
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LXXVI. 

That Warren Hastings being at Lucknow in 
consequence of his deputation aforesaid, di<l, in 
his letter from that city, dated 30th of April 1784, 
recommend to the Court of Directors, “ as his 
“ last and ultimate hope, that their wisdom would 
“ put a ^nal period to the nvhious and disrepute 
“ able system of interference, whether avowed or 
“ secret, in the affairs of the Nabob of Oude ; 
“ and withdraw for ever the hrfluenee, by which it 
“■ is maintained and that they ought to confiiie 
their views to the sole maintenance of the old bri- 
gade stationed in Oiide by virtue of the first treaty 
with the reigning Nabob ; expressing himself in the 
following words to the Court of Directors : “if 
“ you transgress that line, you may extend the 
“ distribution of patronaye, and add to the fortunes 
“ of individuals, and to the nominal ri(4ies of (irreat 
“ Britain ; but your oivn interest will suffer by it ; 
“ and the ruin of a yreat and once flourishing na- 
“ tion ivill be recorded as, the work of your adml- 
“ filMration, with an everlasting reproach to the 
“ Ih'itish name. To this reasoning 1 shall join 
“ the ebVigatle>ns of justice and good faith, which 
“ cut off every pretext for your exercising any 
“ power or authority in this country, as long as 
“■ the sovereign of it fulfils the engagements he has 
“• articled zeith you. ' 


Lxxvn. 
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LXXVII. 

That it appears, by the extraordinary . recom- 
mendation aforesaid, asserted by liim the said 
Hastings, to be enforced by the phltgations of 
^'‘ justice and good faith that the said Warren 
Hastings, at^ the time of writing the said letter, 
had made an agreement to withdraw the British 
interference, represented by him “as a ruinous 
“ and disreputable system,” out of the dominions 
of the Nabob of Oude. But the instrument 
itself, ill which the said agreement is made, (if at 
all existing) does not appear ; nor hath the said 
Hastings transmitted any documents relative to 
the said treaty, whicli is a neglect highly criminal ; 
especially as he has informed the Company, in 
his letter from Benares, “that he has promised 
“ the Nabob, that he will not abandon him to the 
“ chance of any other mode of relation ; and most 
“ confidently given him^ assurance of the ratljica- 
“ cation a)id conjinnation oS that, wdiich he [ the said 
“ Hastings] had established between his govern- 
“ ment and the Company the said confident 
assurance being given to an agreement never pro- 
duced, and made without any sort of authority 
from the Court of Directors ; an agreement, pre- 
cluding on the one hand the operation of the 
discretion of his masters in the conduct* of their 
affairs, or, on the other, subjecting them to the 

hazard 
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hazard of an imputation on their faith, by break- 
ing an engagement confidently made in their name, 
though without their consent, by the first oflBcer of 
their government. 

That the s^id Hastings, further to preclude the 
operation of such discretionary conduct in the 
administration of this kingdom, as circumstances 
might call for, has informed tlie Directors, that 
he has gone so far as even to condition the exist- 
ence of the revenue itself with the exclusion of 
the Company, his masters, from all interference 
whatsoever : for in his letter to Mr. Wheler, dated 
Benares, 20th September 1784, are the following 
words : “ the Aumils [collectors] demanded, that 
“ a clause should be inserted in their engagements, 
“ that they were to be in full force for the coni- 
“ plete term of their leases, proinded that no 
foreign authority was exercised over tliem ; or, 
“in other words, that their engagements were to 
“ cease whenever they should be interrupted in their 
^‘‘ functions by the interference of an Mnglish agent. 

“ This requisitioiL was officially notified to me by 
“ the acting minister, and referred to me in form 
“ by the Nabob Vizier, for my previous consent to 
“ it : I encouraged it, and I gave my consent to 
“ it.” And the said Hastings has been guilty of 
tiie high presumption to inform his said masters, 
that he^ has taken that course to compel them not 
to violate the assurances given by him in their 


name : 
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name : — there is one condition [namely, the above 
“ condition,] which essentially connects the con- 
'’\finnation of the settlement itself with the interests 
“ of the Ocmvpany 

LXXVIII. 

That the said Warren Hastings, wli<o did show 
an indecent idistrust of the Company’s faith, did 
endeavour, before ^hat time, at other times, namely, 
in his instructions to his secret agent. Major 
Palmer, dated tlie 6th of May 1782, to limit the 
confidence to be reposed in the British Govern- 
ment to the duration of his own j>ower, in the 
following words in the 5th Article : “ It is very 
“ much my desire to imjiress the Nabob with a 
“ thorouyh confidence in the faith and justice of 
“ our Government ; that is to sa^^ in my own, 
“ while I am at the head of it : I cannot be an- 
“ swerable for the acts of others* independent of 
“ me.” 

LX'XIX. 

• 

That tlie said Warren Hastings did, in bis letter 
dated Benares, tlie 1st of October 1784, to the 
Court of Directors, write, “ that if they [the Di- 
rectors] manifested no symptoms of an ^ intended 
interference, the objects of his engagements will 
“ be obtaine'd ; ^ but if a different policy shall be 
“ adopted, if ne>v agents are sent into the coun- 
“ try, and armed with authority for the purposes 
“ of vengeance or corruption i^for to no other wdl 

“ they 
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“ they he applied;) ^ if new demands are made 
“ on tlie Nabob Vizier, * and accounts overcharged 
on one side, with a wide latitude taken on the 
“ other, to s\vell his debt beyond the means of 
“ payment ; / if poli^ljal dangers are portended, 
“ to ground on them the plea of burthening his 
country with unnecessary defences and eiior- 
“ mous subsidies ; ® or if, even abstaining from 

“ direct encroachment on the Nabob's I'ights, your 
“ government shall show but a degree of persomd 
‘‘ kindness to the partisans of the late usurpation, 
“ or by any constructive indication of partiality 
“ and dissatisfaction jurnish grounds for the ex- 
pcctation an approaching change of system; 
“ — I am sorry to say, that all iny labours will 
“ prove abortive.’’ 

LXXX. 

That all the ^neasures deprecated in future b^'^ 
the said Warren Hastings, witli a reference to 
former conduct, in his several letters aforesaid, 
being (so far as the saniti are intelligible) six in 
number, have been all of them the proper acts 
and measures of the said Warren Hastings himself ; 
for he did himself first of all introduce, and did 
afterwards continue and support, that interference 
(which he now informs the Court of Directors is 
“ ruinous and disreputable,” and which the very 
symptonis'^o^ an intention to renew he considers in 
the highest degree dangerous) ; he did direct, with 
a, controlling and absolute authority in every de- 
partment 
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partinent of Gov^ernment, and in every district in 
the dominions of the Nabob of Oude.— Secondly, 
the appointment of agents, which was eminently 
the act of his own administration ; he not only 
retaining many agents in tl^^countryof Oude, both 
“ secret and avowed,"'" but also sendii^g some of 
them, in defiance to the orders of that very Court 
of Directors, to whom, in his said letter of the 1st 
of October 1784, he assigns “ vengeance and cor- 
“ ruption” as the only motives, that can produce 
such appointments. — Thirdly, that he the said 
Warren Hastings did instruct one of the said 
agents, and did charge him upon pain of n drcad- 
“ ful responsihiUty to perform sundry acts of 
violence against jiersons of the highest distinction, 
and nearest relation to the prince ; which acts were 
justly liable to the imputation of “ vengeance'" in 
the execution, and which he, in 4iis reply to the 
defence of Middleton to one of his charges, did 
declare to be liable to ^lic suspicion of “ corrnp- 
‘‘ t'lon in the relaxation.’^ — Fourthly, that he did 
raise new demands on, the Vixier, “ and over- 
“ charge accounts on one side, and take a wide 
“ latitude on the other,” by sending up a new' and 
before unheard-of overcharge of four hundred 
thousand pounds and upwards, not made by the 
Resident, or admitted by the Vizier ; and by add- 
ing the same, did swell his^ debt beyond the 
“ means of payment ; ' and did even insert, as 


von. xji. 


Y 
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the ninth article of his charge against Middleton, 

“ his omitting to take any notice of the additional 

“ balance of rupees 26,48,571, stated by the Ac- 

“ countan t- General to be due from the Vizier on 

“ the 30th ob April lj^80,” to which he did add 

14 lacks more, making together the above sum. — 

Fifthly, that he the said Warren Hastings did 

assign political dangers,’’ in his Minute of the 

13th December 1779, for burthening the said 

Nabob of Oude “ with unnecessary defences and 

enormous subsidies,” with regard to which he 

then declared, that “ it was our part, not ids (the 

“ Nabob’s) to judge and to determine.” — And 

sixthly, that lie did not onl}' show the design, but 

the fact of personal kindness to the partisans of 

what he here calls, as well as in another letter, and 

in one Minute of Consultation, a “ late usurpa- 

“ tion,” he having rewarded the principal and 

most obnoxious of the instruments of the said late 
« 

usurpation (if such it -was) Richard Johnson, 
Esquire, with an honourable and profitable em- 
bassy to the Court of the Nizam. 

LXXXl. 

That the said Warren Hastings, therefore, by 
assuming an authority, which he himself did con- 
sider as an usurpation, and by acts, in virtue of 
that usurped authority, done in his own proper 
person, and by agents appointed by himself, and 

proceeding 
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proceeding (though with some mitigation, for which 
one of them was by him censured* and accused) 
under his own express and positive orders and 
instructions, and thereby establishing, as he himself 
observed, “ a system of interference, disreputable 
“ and ruinous, which could only be subservient to 
“ promote patronage, private interest, private em- 
“ bezzlement, corruption, and vengeance,” to the 
publick detriment of the Company, “ and to the 
“ ruin of a once-flourishing nation, and eternally 
“ reproachful to the British name and for the 
evil effects of wliich system, “ as his sole and 
“ ultimate hope” and remedy, he recommends an 
entire abdication, for ever, not only of all power 
and authority, but even of the interference and 
influence of Creat Britain ; — is guilty of an high 
(trime and misdemeanor. 

LXXXIl. 

'^J'hat the said Warren Hastings, in his letter 
from Cliunar of the 29^1 of November 1781, has 
represented that very iirffuence and interference 
(which in three publick papers l>e denominates “ a 
“ laiii iLsur patio ti") as being authorized by a re- 
gular treaty and agreement, voluntarily made with 
the Nabob himself at a place called Chunar, on 
the I9th of September 1781, a copy of which 
hath been transmitted to the Court of Directors ; 
and that three persons were present at the, execu- 
tion of the same, two whereof w^ere Middleton and 

Y 2 ‘ .lolinsojH, 
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Johnson, his agents, and Residents at Oude, the 
third, the Mitfister of the Nabob. And he did, in 
his paper written to the Council-General, and 
tranemi^ed to the Court of Directors, not only 
declare, that the said interference ^vas agreed to by 
the said Nabob, and sealed with Ids seal, but 
would be highly beneficial to him ; jissuring the 
said Council, “ that if the Resident performed iiis 
“ duty in the execution of his [the said Hastings's] 

“ instructions, the Nabob's part of the engagement 
“ will prove of still greater benefit to him than to 
‘‘ our Government, in whose behalf it was ex- 
“ acted ; and that the participation, which is 
“ allowed our Resident in the inspcctkw of die 
‘‘ publick treasure, will secure the receipt of tlie 
“ Company’s demands, whilst the injiucnce, which 
“ our Cxonerriiucnt will A . h WA Y S possess over the 
“ puhlick rninistcr of the Nabob, and the aathoritp 
“ of our own, will be an effectual means of secur- 
“ inix an attentive and faithful discharge of their 
“ several trusts both towards the (Company a’?;l 
“ the Vizier.” » 

LXXXIII. 

And the said Warren Hastings did not only 
settle a plan, of which the agency and interference 
aforesaid was a part, and assert the beneficial 
consequences thereof, but did also record, that the 
same was a great publick measure, constituted 
“ on a large and established system, and de- 

“ structive, 
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“ structive, in its instant effects, of thi? interest and 
“ fortune of many patronised individii^s ;t’ and in- 
consequence of the said treaty, he the said Warren 
Hastings did authorize, and positively require, his 
agent aforesaid to interfere in, and control and 
regulate, all the Nabob's affairs whatsoever ; and 
the said W^irreii Hastings having made for the 
Company, and in its name, an acquisition of power 
and authority, even if it had been abused by others, 
he ought to liave remedied the abuse, and brought 
tlie guilty to condign jiunishment, instead of making 
another treaty without their approbation, consent, 
or knowledge, and to this tine not communicated 
tc tiiem ; by which it appears he has annulled 
t ; former treaty, and tlie authority thereby ac- 
quired to the Company, as a grievance and usur- 
])ation, to which, from the gcnei’al corruption of 
their service, no other I’emedy could be applied 
than a formal renunciation of their power and in- 
fluence ; for which saijl actings and doings’ the 
said Warren Hastings is guilty of an high crime 

and misdemeanor. , • 

LXXXIV. 

That the Company's Army in India is an object 
requiring the most vigilant and constant inspection, 
botli to the ^happiness of the natives, the security 
of the British power, and to its own obedience and 
disci j)line ; and does require that inspection in 
projjortion as it is removed from tlie principal seat 

V .3 of 
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of government ; and the number and discipline of 
the troops k^pt up by the native princes, along 
with British troops, is also of great moment and 
importance to the same ends : that Warren Hast- 
ings, Esquire,* pretending to pursue the same, did, 
in virtue of an authority acquired by the treaty of 
Chunar aforesaid, give strict orders, and to which 
he did demand a most implicit ^ ohedience^ that all 
officers of the Nabob’s army shouhl be appointed 
“ with the concurrence of the Hesident and sup- 
posing the case, that persons of obnoxious descrip- 
tion or of known disaflection to the British Ciovern- 
inent should be appointed (of which he left the Resi- 
dent to be the judge) he did direct in the following 
words: “ you are in such case to remonstrate agai?jst 
“it; and if the Vizier should persist in his choice, 
“ you are peremptorily, and. in my namv^ to oppose 
“it as a breach of his agreement and he did 
also direct, that the “ Mootiana [or soldiers em- 
“ ployed for the collection of revenue] should be 
“ reformed, and reduced into one corps for the 
“whole service ;* and that no infantry shouhl be 
“ left in the Nabob’s service but what may be 
“ necessary for his body-guard ; ’ — and he did 
further order and direct as follows : “ that in 
“ quelling disturbances the commander of the 
“ forces should assist you [the said Resident] on 
“ the .requisition of the Vizier, communicated 
“ through you to him [the said commander] or 

“ at 
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‘‘ at your own single applicatim. It is directed, 
“ that the regiment ordered for the immediate 
“ protection of your office and person at Lucknow 
shall be relieved every three months, and during 
its stay there shall act solely and exclusively 
under your orders.” And it appears in the 
course of the Company’s correspondence, that the 
country troops, under tJic Nabob's sole direction, 
would be ill-disciplined and unserviceable, if not 
worse ; and therefore the said Warren Hastings did 
order, that “ no infantry should be kept in his 
“ service yet it appears, that the said Warren 
Hastings did make an arrangement for a body of 
native troops, wholly out of the control or inspec- 
tion of the British Government, and left a written 
order in the hands of Major Palmer (one of his 
agents, who had been continued there, though the 
Company was not permitted to employ any) to be 
transmitted to Colonel Ciimming, as soon as an 
adequate force shall b^ provided for the defence 
of the Nahohi's frontier by detachments from the 
Niihoh's own battalions,; the said Colonel Cum- 
ming’s forces, whom the others were to supersede 
and replace, consisting wholly of infantry, and 
which, being intended for the same service, were 
probably of the same constitution. 

LXXXV. 

That the old brigade of British troops, which by 

Y 4 treaty 
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treaty was to remain, had been directed by the 
instructions of the said Hastings to the Resident 
Middleton, and to the Resident Bristow, not to 
“ be employed at the requisition of the Vizier any 
“ otherwise than through the Resident and the 
said direction was properly given, it not being fit, 
that British troops should be under th.e sole direc- 
tion of foreign independent princes, or of any other 
than the British Government ; yet, notwithstand- 
ing the proper and necessary direction aforesaid, 
he the said Warren Hastings hath left tlie said 
troops, by his new treaty, without any local con- 
trol, or even inspection, notwithstanding his powers 
under the treaty of Chunar, and his own repeated 
orders, and notwithstanding the mischiefs and 
dangers, which the said Warren Hastings did fore- 
see would result therefrom, if left under the sole 
direction of the* Nabob, and their own discretion, 
the said Hastings having stipulated with the said 
Nabob not to exercise aiK/ authority, or even in- 
fluence, secret or avoicedy*yvii\\m his dominions. 

lxx?5;vi. 

That the crime of the said Warren Hastings, in 
attempting thus to abandon the British army to the 
sole discretion of the Nabob of Oude, is exceed- 
ingly aggravated by the description, given by him 
severally ‘of the said Nabob of Oude, and of the 
British army stationed for the defence of his do- 


minions ; 
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minions ; in his letters to the Court of Directors, 
and in his Minutes of Consultation, and particularly 
in his letter of imme- 
diately on the accession of the Nabob, he did 

inform the said Court, “that the Nabob had not, 

“by all accounts, the qualities of the head or 
“ heart, which fitted him for that office, though 
“there was no dispute concerning his right to 
“succeed and some years afterwards, when his 
accounts must have been rendered more certain, 
he did, in his Minute of Consultation, of the 15th 
of December 1779 (regularly transmitted to the 
Court of Directors) upon a discussion for with- 
drawing certain troops, kept up in the Nabob's 
country witliout his consent by him the said War- 
ren Hastings, strongly urge, as follows, “ the 
“ necessity of maintaining the influence and force, 
“ which we possess in the country ; that the dis- 
“ orders of his state [the Nabob of Oude’s state] 
“ and dissipation of hisj^ revenues are the effects of 
“ his own conduct, which has failed, not so much 
“ from the usual effects of incapcfcity , as from the 
“ detestable choice he has made of the ministers 
“ of his power, and the participation of his confi- 
“ dence. I forbear to expatiate further on his 
“ character : it is sufficient, that 1 am understood 
“ by the members of this Board, who must know 
“ the truth of my allusions. Mr. Francis [g. mem- 
“ her of the Board] surely was not aware of the 

“ injury 
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“ injury he did me [Warren Hastings] by attribut- 
‘‘ ing to the spirit of party the character I gave 
“ Asuph ul Dowla [the Nabob of Oude] ; he him- 
‘ self knows it to be true ; and it is one of those 
“ notorieties^ which supersede the necessity of any 
“ evidence. I was forced to the allusion I made 
“ by the imputation cast on this Crovernment^ as 
“ having caused the evils, which prevail hi the go- 
vernment of the Nabob of Oude, which I could 
only answer by ascribing them to their true cause, 
‘‘ the character and conduct of the Nabob of Oude. " 
And the Resident (appointed by the said Hastings 
against the orders of the Court of Directors as his 
particular confidential representative, one, whom the 
said Nabob did himself request might be continued 
with him, by an engagement in writing, for ever,') 
did some time before, that is, on the third of .lanuary 
1779, assure tlie said Hastings and the Council- 
General, “ that such is his Excellency !^ [the Na- 
“ bob of Oude’s] disposition, and so entirely has 
“ he lost the confidence mid aftections of his sub- 
jects, that unless some, restraint is imposed on 
“ him, which would efiectually secure those, who 
“ live under the protection of his government, from 
“ violence and oppression, 1 am but too well con- 
“ vinced, that no man of reputation or property will 
‘‘ long continue in these provinces.” And that the 
said Resident proceeds to an instance of oppression 
and rapine ‘f;sout of many of the Nabob’s, which 

*2 “ has 
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‘‘ has caused a total disaffection and want of con- 
“ fidence among his subjects ; he hoped the Board 
“ would take it into their humane consideration, 
and interpose their influence^ and prevent an act, 
“ which would inevitably bring disgrajce upon hiin- 
“ self, and a proportionable degree of discredit on 
the natioi\al character of the English, which 1 
“ consider to be more or less concerned in every 
act of his administration,” 

LXXXVII. 

That no excejjtion was ever taken by tlie said 
Warren Hastings to the truth of tlie facts, or to the 
justness of tlie observation of the said Resident, 
which he did transmit to tlie (,'ourt of Directors. 
And the said Warren Hastings, in his letter from 
Chunar, dated the 29th of November 1781, speak- 
ing of the restraints, which had been put by liim the 
said Hastings on the ]'*^ibob, relative to liis’own 
Mootiana, or forces for oollection and police, and 
the necessity of giving tlijs Resident a control in the 
nomination of the officers of his army, has asserted, 
“ that the necessity of the reservation arose from a 
“ too well known defect in the Nabob s character ; 
“ if this check be withdrawn, and the choice left 
“ absolutely to the Nabob, the first commands in 
his army will be filled with the most wgrthless 
“ and abandoned of his subjects — Ids late com- 

“ maiider- 
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“ mander>in-cliief is a signal and scandalous iii- 
“ stance of this.” 


LXXXVllI. 

r 

And the said Warren Hastings, in Ins letter to 
the Court of Directors, ilated Benares, tlic lotli of 
October 1784, even after he had made tlie afore- 
said renunciation of the Company’s authority and 
influence to the Nabob, did write, “ that the Na- 
“ bob, though most gentle in his manners, and 
“ endued with an understanding much above the 
“ common level, has been iiiifortunately bred tip hi 
“ habits, that draw his attention too much from li is 
“ own affairs, and often subject him to the guid- 
ance insidious and unworthy confidants whicli, 
though more decently expressed with regard to the 
Nabob than in his former Minutes, substantially 
agrees with them. And the said Warren Hastings 
did inform the Court of Directors, after he had 
solemnly covenanted to withdraw' all the Company ’s 
influence on the assurances and promises of a per- 
son so by himself described, that for reasons 
grounded on his knowledge of the imbecility of the 
character of the Nabob, he waited in a frontier 
town, “ that he might be at hand to counteract any 
attempt to defeat the effect of his proceedings at 
Lucknow and in his letter to Mr. Wheler from 
the same place, he did write in the following words ; 

“ 1 am 
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‘ ‘ I am still near enough to attend to the first effects 
of the execution, and to interfere with my influ- 
“ ence for the removal of any obstructions, to 
“ which they are or may be liable.” He therefore 
found, that there was none, or but ap insufiicient 
security to the effect of his treaty, but in his own 
direct personal violation of it. What otherwise was 
wanting in the security for the Nabob’s engage- 
ments was to be supplied as follows: ‘‘the most 
“ respectable persons of his family will be emplo 3 ^ed 
“ to counteract every other, which may tend to 
“ warp him from it ; and 1 am sorry to say, that 
‘‘ sKc/i assistance was wanting J’'' And in another 
letter, “ that he had equal ground to expect every 
“ degree of support, which could be given it by the 
'■'■ first characters of his family y who are warrnl^r 
“ and zealously' interested in it : ' the principal 
male character of the family, and^ of the most in- 
fluence in that family, being Salar Jang, uncle to 

the Nabob ; and the first female characters of* the 

✓ 

family being the mother ^ind grandmother of the 
reigning sovereign, all of whom, ^ale and female, 
he the said Warren Hastings, in sundry letters of 
his own, in the transmission of various official docu- 
ments, and even in affidavits studiously collected, 
and sworn before Sir Elijah Impey during his short 
residence at Lucknow and Benares, did himself 
represent as persons entirely disaffected to the 
Luglish power in India, as hkving been principal 

promoters, 
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promoters, if not original contrivers, of a general 
rebellion and revolt for the utter extirpation of the 
English nation ; and as such he the said Warren 
Hastings did compel the Nabob reluctantly to take 
from them their landed estates ; and yet the said 
Warren Hastings has had the presumption to at- 
tempt to iiiipose oil the East-India Company by 
pretending to place his reliance on those three per- 
sons for a settlement favourable to the Company's 
interests, on his renunciation of all their own power, 
authority, and influence, and on his leaving their 
army to the sole and uncontrolled discretion of a 
stranger, meriting in his opinion the description 
given b}^ him as aforesaid, as well as by him fre- 
{jueutly asserted to be politically incapable of sup- 
jiorting his own power without the aid of the forces 
of the Company. 4nd the oflence of the said 
Warren Hastings, in abandoning a considerable 
part of the British army in the manner aforesaid, is 
much increased by the description, which he has 
himself given of the stj^u of the said army, and 
particularly of thjit part thereof, which is stationed 
in the Nabob of Oude’s dominions. For he did him- 


self, on the 2yth of November 1781, transmit the 
information following, on that subject, to the Court 
of Directors, namely, ** that the remote stations of 
“ those troops, placing the commanding officers 


beyond the notice and control of the Board [tlie 
( ■oiincil-deneral] at Calcutta, afforded too much 




of 
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‘‘ of opportunity and temptation for unwarrantable 
“ emoluments, and excited the contagion of pecula- 
‘ ‘ tion and rapacity throughout the whole army ; 
“ a most remarkable instance, and uncontrovertible 
“ proof of the prevalence of this spirit, has been 
“ seen in the Court-Martial upon Captain Erskine, 

where the. Court, composed of officers of rank, 
“ and respectable characters, unanimously and 
“ honourably {inost honourably), upon an acknow- 
“ lodged fact, acquitted him, wdiich in times of 
“ stricter discipline would have been deemed a 
“ crime deserving the severest punishment.” From 
which representation (if the said Warren Hastings 
did not falsely and unjustly accuse and slander the 
Company's service) it appeared, that the peculation, 
which infected the whole army, derived from the 
taint, which it had in Oude, and so fatal to the 
discipline of the troops, would be#dangerously in- 
creased by his treaty and agreement aforesaid with 
the Nabob, and i)y his cpvn said evil counsel to the 
Court of Directors. • 

LXXXIX. 

That it appears, after the said Warren Hastings 
had, on grounds so disgraceful to the British nation 
and government, agreed to remove for ever tbe 
British influence and interference from the govern- 
ment of Oude, on account of the disorders in the 
said government, solely produced by his* own cri- 
minal acts, and criminal connivances, that he did 

ov^erturn 
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overturn his own settlement as soon as he had made 
it ; and did, after he had abolished the Company's 
Residency, as a grievance, wholly violate his 
own solemn agreement ; for he did, for' his private 
purposes, continue therein his own private agent. 
Major Palmer, witli a number of officers and pen- 
sioners, at a charge to the revenues of the Country 
greatly exceeding that of the establishment under 
Mr. Bristow, which he did represent as frightfully 
enormous, and which lie pretended to remove ; 
the former amounting to £112,950, the latter only 
to £64,202. 

xc. 

That his own secret agent, Major Palmer, did 
receive a salary or allowance, equal to £22,800 
a year, out of the distressed province of Oude ; 
and this the said Palmer did declare not to be 
more than he absolutely did, really and hona fide, 
spend ; and that he had .reirenched considerably 
“ in some of the articles, since the expense has 
“ been borne by the Viz/ier, and in every particu- 
“ lar he made as little parade and appearance as 
“ his station would admit,” his station being that 

the said Warren Hastings’s private agent. But 
if the said large salary must be considered as merely 
equal to the expenses, large secret emoluments 
must be ‘'presumed to attend it, in order to make it 
a place advantageous to the holder thereof. That 

the 
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the said Palmer did apply to the Board at Calcutta 
for a new authority to continue the said establish- 
ments, he conceiving their continuance “ after the 
period of the Governour-General’s departure 
“ depended upon the pleasure of the Board, and 
“ not upon the authority of the Crovernour-Creneral, 
under the qanction of which they were established 
“ or confirmed.'' 

XCI. 

Tbat the said Warren Hastings, in order to ruin 
the Resident Bristow, and to justify himself for his 
former proceedings respecting him, did bring be- 
fore the Board a new charge against him, for having 
paid a large establishment of offices and pensions 
to the Company’s servants from the Revenues of 
Oude ; and the said Bristow, in making his defence 
against the charge aforesaid, did plead, that he 
had found all the allowances on hi« list established 
before his last appointment to the Residency ; that 
they had grown to that ejicess in the interval between 
Jiis first removal by the s»id ’V^arren Hastings, and 
his re-appointment ; anjcl having adduced many 
reasons to make it highly probable, that the said 
Hastings was perfectly well acquainted with it, and 
did approve of the expensive establishments, which 
he, the said Bristow, simply had paid, but not 
imposed, he did allege, besides the official assur- 
ances of his predecessor Middleton, certaiil facts, as 
amounting to a direct proof, th8||i the Governour- 
vor. XII. z General, 
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General, Warren Hastings, was not averse to the 
Vizier’s granting large salaries to more than one 
European gentleman ; and the first instance was to 
Mr. Thomas, a surgeon, who exclusive of his pay 
from the Company, which was £1,440 a year, 
claimed from the Vizier, with Mr. Hastings’s 
kfiowledge, the sum of £9,763 a year, and 
upwards, making together £11,203 per annum. 
— The next was Mr. Trevor Wheler, who did 
receive upon the same establishment, when he was 
fourth assistant at Oude, £6,000 a year ; and 
which last fact the said Hastings has admitted upon 
record, “ that the accusations of Mr. Bristow and 
“ Mr. Cowper did oblige and compel him to ac- 

knowledge,” denying at the same time, that the 
allowances of the Residents Middleton and Bristow, 
except in this single instance, were ever authorized 
by him ; whereas his own agent Palmer did, in his 
letter of the 27th of March 1785, represent, that 
the said salaries and alloj\ances (if not more and 
larger) were by him authorized or confirmed. 

XCII. 

That the aforesaid Bristow did also produce the 
following letter in proof, that Mr. Hastings knew 
and approved of large salaries to British subjects 
upon the revenues of Oude, and which he did 
declare, that nothing but the necessity of self- 
defence could haye induced him to produce. 

“ Dear 
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Dear Bristow, 

“ Sir Eyre Coote has some field-allowances to 
receive from the Vizier ; they amount to Sicca 
“ rupees 15,554 per month, and he has been paid 
“ up by the Vizier to the 20tlf of August 1782. 
‘‘ The Governour has directed me to write to you, 
“ to request^ you to receive what is due from the 
“ Vizier from the 20th August last, at the rate of 
Lucknow Sicca rupees 15,554 per month, and 
“ send me a bill for the amount, the receipt of 
which I will acknowledge in the capacity of Sir 
“ EyreCoote’s attorney; and the Governour desires, 
“ that you will continue to receive Sir Eyre Coote’s 
field-allowances at the same rate, and remit the 
“ money to me as it comes in. 

“ Jailua;^°2ri783.} (Signed) “ C/tarles Croftes." 

xcni. 

That Sir Eyre Coote aforesaid was at the time of 
the said field-allowances not serving in the country 
of Oude, on which the said , allowances were 
charged, but in the Carnatic. 

XCIV. 

That from the declaration of the said Hastings 
himself, tha£ it was the conviction of Mr. Bristow 
and Mr. Cowper, that could alone compel 

him to acknowledge certain of his aforesaid practices, 

z 2 and 
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and that nothing but the necessity of self-defence. 
could have induced Mr. Bristow to make publick 
another, and much stronger, instance of the same, 
it is to be violently presumed, that where these 
two, or eitheyp, of both, necessities did not exist, 
many evil and oppressive practices of the said 
Ifhstings do remain undiscovered. That if it had 
not been for the contests between him, the said 
Hastings, and the Resident Bristow, not only the 
before-mentioned particulars, but the whole of the 
expensive civil establishments for English servants 
at Oude, would have been for ever concealed from 
the Directors, and from Parliament ; and yet the 
said Hastings has had the audacity to pretend so 
complete an ignorance of the facts, that represent- 
ing the Vizier as objt^cting to the largeness of the 
payments made by Bristow, and stating a very 
reduced list, w'^hich he w'as willing to allow for, 
amounting to £30,000 a year, the said Hastings 
did affect to be alarmed i\t tlie inagriitude even of 
the list so curtailed, expressing himself as follows, 
in his Minute of .the' 7th of December 1784 — “ for 
my own part, wlien the Vizier's minister first 
“ informed me, that the amount, which his master 
had authorized, and was willing to admit, for the 
“charges of the Residenc}^ and the allowances of 
“ the gentlemen at Lucknow', was 25,000 rupees 
“ per jucvnth, I own I was startled at the magnitude 
“ of the sum, and whis some days hesitating in my 

“ mind 
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“ mind whether I could with propriety admit of 
“ it.” Whereas he well knew, that the three sums 
alone, of which the necessities aforesaid had com- 
pelled the discovery, did greatly exceed that sum, 
of which, at the first hearing, he sheets to have 
been so exceedingly alarmed, and thrown into a 
state of hesitation, which continued for some daj^ ; 
and although he the said Hastings was conscious. 


that he had at the very lime authorized an establish- 
ment to more than four times the amount thereof. 


xcv. 

That in the said deceits, prevarications, contra- 
dictions, malicious accusations, fraudulent conceal- 
ments, and compelled discoveries, as well as in the 
said secret, corrupt, and prodigal disposition of 
the revenues of Oude, as well as in his breach of 
faith to the Nabob, in continuing, expensive esta- 
blishments under a private agent of his own, after 
he had agreed to remove the Company’s agent, 
the said Warren Hastings i§ guilty of an high 
offence and misdemeanoi;. 
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XVII. MAHOMED REZA KHAN 


I. ' 

THAT it was the declared policy cf the Coni- 
paiiy, on the acquisition of the Dnannee of Bengal, 
to continue the Country-government under the 
inspection of the Resident at the Nabob’s Durbar, 
in the first instance, and that of the President and 
Council, in the last ; and for that purpose they did 
stipulate to assign, for the support of the dignity of 
the Nabob, an annual allowance from the Revenues, 
equal to four hundred thousand pounds a year. 

II. 

That, during the Country-government, the prin- 
cipal active person in the administration of affairs 
for rank, and for reputation of probity, and of 
knowledge in the revenjies and the laws, was 
Mahomed Reza Khun, who, besides large landed 
property, was possessed of offices, whose emolu- 
ments amounted nearly, if not altogether, to one 
hundred thousand pounds a year. 

IV. 

That the Company’s servants, in the beginning, 
were not conversant in the affairs of the revenue, 

and 
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and stood in need of natives of integrity and expe- 
rience to act in the management thereof. On that 
ground, as well as in regard to the rank, which 
Mahomed Reza Khan held in the country, and the 
confidence of the people in him, they, the President, 
and Council, did inform the Court of Directors, in 
their letter of the 30th of Septembci' 1765, that 
“ as Mahomed Reza Khan’s short administration 
“ was irreproachable, they determined to continue 
“ him in a share of the authority and this infor- 
mation was not given lightly, but was founded upon 
an inquiry into his conduct, and a minute examina- 
tion of charges made against him by his rivals in 
the Nabob’s court, they having insinuated to the 
Nabob, that a design was formed for deposing him, 
and placing Mahomed Reza on his throne ; but on= 
examination the President and Council declare, 
that “ he had so openly and candidly accounted 
for every rupee disbursed from the treasury, that 
“ they could not, without injury to his character, 
“ and injustice to his cc>nduct during his short 
“ administration, refuse continuipg him in a share 
of the government.’' 


V. 

That the Company had reason to be satisfied 
with the arrangement made, so far as it regarded 
him; the President and Council having jnformed 
them, in the following year, hi their letter of the 

z 4 9th 
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9th of December 1766, that “ the large increase of 
“ the revenue must, in a great measure, be ascribed 
“ to Mr. Sykes’s assiduity, and to Mahomed Meza 
“ Khans profound knowledge in the finances." 

f 

VI. 

« 

That the then President and Council, finding it 
necessary to make several reforms in the adminis- 
tration, were principally aided in the same by the 
suggestion, advice, and assistance of the said 
Mahomed Reza Khan ; and, in their letter to the 
Court of Directors of the 24th of June 1767, they 
state their resolution of reducing the emoluments of 
office, which before had arisen from a variety of 
presents, and other per(|uisites, to fixed allowances; 
and they state the merits of Mahomed Reza 
Khan therein, as well as the importance, dignity, 
and I’esponsibility of his station, in the following 
manner : 

“ Mahomed Reza Khan has now of himself with 
“ great delicacy of honour, represented to us the evil 
“ consequences, that must ensue from the continu- 
“ ance of this practice; since, by suft'ering the prin- 
“ cipal officers of the Government to depend for the 
“ support of their dignity on the precarious fund 
“ of j^erquisites, they in a manner, oblige them to 
“ pursne*^ oppressive and corrupt measures, equally 
“ injurious to the country and the Company ; and 

“ they 
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they accordingly assigned twelve lacks of rupees 
“ for the maintenance and support of the said 
“ Mahomed Reza Khan, and two other principal 
“ persons, who held in their hands the mostimport- 
“ ant employments of that Government; having 
“ regard to their elevated stations, and to the 
“ expediency of supporting them in all the show 
“ and parade requisite to keep up the authority 
“ and influence of their respective offices, as they 
“ are all men of weight and consideration in the 
“ country, who held places of great trust and profit 
“ under the former Government. We further 
“ propose, by this act of generosity, to engage 
“ their cordial services, and confirm them steady 
“ in our interests, since they cannot hope, from the 
most successful ambition, to rise to greater ad-., 
‘‘ vantages by any chance or revolution of affairs. 
“ At the same time it was reasonable we should not 
“ lose sight of Mahomed Rcza Khan’s past ser- 
“ vices; he has pursued the Company’s interest 
“ with steadiness and diligence ; his abilities qualify 
“ him to perforin the most irpportant services. 

The unavoidable charges of his particular situa- 
“ tion are great ; in dignity he stands second to the 
“ Nabob only ; — and as he engages to increase the 
“ revenues, without injustice or oppression, to 
“ more than the amount of his salary, and to re~ 
“ Lmquish those advantages, to the amount^ of eight 
lacks of rupees per annum, ‘which he heretofore 

“ enjoyed, 
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enjoyed, we thought it proper, in the distribution 
“ of salaries, to consider Mahomed Reza Khan in 
“ a light superiour to the other ministers. We have 
“ only to observe further, that great and enormous 
as the sura^must appear, which we have allotted 
“ for the support of the ministers of the Govern- 
“ ment, we will not hesitate to pronounce, that it is 
“ necessary and reasonable, and will appear so on 
“ the consideration of the power, which men em- 
“ ployed on these important services have, either 
“ to obstruct or promote the publick good, unless 
“ their integrity be confirmed by the ties of grati- 
“ tude and interest/' 


VIL 

That the said Mahomed Reza Khan continued, 
with the same diligence, spirit, and fidelity, to exe- 
cute the trust reposed in him, which comprehended 
a large proportion of the weight of government, 
and particularly of the collections ; and his attach- 
ment to the interest o£ the Company, and his 
extensive knowledge, were again, in the course of 
the year 1767, fully acknowledged, and stated, to 
the Court of Directors ; and it further appears, 
that by an incessant application to business his 
health was considerably impaired, which gave oc- 
casion in the year following, that is, in February 
1768, to. a fresh acknowledgment of his services 
in these terms : “ w<^ must, in justice to Mahomed 

“ Reza 
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“ Reza Khan, express the high sense we entertain 
“ of his abilities, and of the indefatigable attention 
he has shown in the execution of the important 
“ trust reposed in him ; and we cannot but lament 
‘‘ the prospect of losing his services ffom the pre- 
“ sent declining state of his health.’* 

VIII. 

That as in the increase of the revenue the said 
Mahomed Reza Khan was employed as a person 
likely to improve the same without detriment to 
the people, so, when the state of any province 
seemed to require a remission, he was employed as 
a person disposed to the relief of the people, with- 
out fraud to the Revenue ; and this was expressed 
by the President and Council as follows, with rela-, 
tion to the remissions granted in the province of 
Bahar ; “ that the general knowledge of Mahomed 
Reza Khan, in all matters relative to the Duan- 
“ nee revenues, induced, us to consent to such’ de- 
ductions being made, from the general state of 
“ that province at the .last Pognah, as may be 
deemed irrecoverable, or such as may procure 
“ an immediate relief and encouragement to the 
“ Ryots in the future cultivation of their lands.” 

IX. 

That the said Mahomed Reza Khan, in •the exe- 
cution of the said great and important trusts and 

powers, 
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powers, was not so much as suspected of an am- 
bitious or encroaching spirit, which might make 
him dangerous to the Company’s, then recent, 
authority, or whicli might render his precedence 
injurious to the consideration due to his colleagues 
in office ; but, on the contrary, it appears, that a 
plan having been adopted for dividing the admini- 
stration, in order to remove the Nabob’s jealousies, 
the same was in danger of being subverted by the 
ambition “ of two of his colleagues, and the exces- 
“ sive moderation of Mahomed Reza Khan'' And 
for a remedy of the inconveniencies, which might 
arise from the excess of an accommodating temper, 
though attended with irreproachable integrity, the 
President and Council did send one of their own 
members, as their deput 3 % to the Nabob of Bengal 
at his capital of Muxadavad ; and this measure 
appears to have Jjeen adopted for the support of 
Mahomed Reza Khan, in consequence of an in- 
quiry made, and advice given, by Lord Clive, in 

his letter of the 3d of Julv 1765 ; in which letter he 

^ * 

expresses himself .of the said Mahomed Reza Khan 
as follows : “it is with pleasure I can acquaint 
“ you, that tlie more I see of Mahomed Reza Khan 
“ the stronger is nig conviction of Jm honour and 
“ moderation ; but that, at the same time, 1 cannot 
“ help observing, that either from timidity, or an 
“ erroneous principle, he is too ready to submit to 

“ encroachments 
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“ encroachmeiits upon that proportion of power, 
“ that has been allotted him.” 

X. 

That the Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan^ dying in Fe- 
bruary 1765, Mahomed Reza Khan was appointed 
guardian to his children, and administrator of his 
office, or regent, which appointment the Court of 
Directors did approve. But the party opposite to 
Mahomed Reza Khan, having continued to cabal 
against him, sundry accusations were framed rela- 
tive to oppression at the time of the famine, and 
for a balance due during his employment of collec- 
tor of the revenues ; upon which the Directors did 
order him to be deprived of his office ; and a strict 
inquiry to be made into his conduct. 

XI. 

That the said Warren Hastings, then lately ap- 
pointed to the Presidency, did, on the 1st of April, 
and on the 24th of September 1772, write letters 
to the Court of Directors informipg them, that on 
the very next day after he had received (as he as- 
serts) their private orders, addressed to himself 
“ alone,” and not to the Board, he did dispatch, 
by express messengers, his orders to Mr. Middleton, 
the Resident at the Nabob’s court at Muxadavad, 
in a publick character and trust with the Nabob, to 
arrest in his capital, and at his court, and without 

any 
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any previous notice given of any charge, his principal 
minister, the aforesaid Mahomed Reza Khan, and 
to bring him down to Calcutta ; and he did care- 
fully conceal his said proceedings from the know- 
ledge of the^ Board, on pretext of his not being 
acquainted with their dispositions, and the influence, 
which he thought that the said Mahomed Reza Khan 
had amongst them. 

XIL 

That the said Warren Hastings, at the time he 
gave his orders as aforesaid for arresting the said 
Mahomed Reza Khan, did not take any measures 
to compel the appearance of any other persons as 
witnesses, declaring it as his opinion, “ that there 
“ would be little need of violence to obtain such 
“ intelligence as they could give against their 
“ former master, when his authority is taken from 

him but h^ did afterwards, in excuse for the 
long detention and imprisonment of the said Ma- 
honied Reza Khan, without any proofs having been 
obtained of his guilt, or measures taken to bring 
him to a trial, assure the Directors, in direct con- 
tradiction to his former declaration, “ that the 
“ influence of Mahomed Reza Khan still prevailed 
“ generally throughout the country, in the Nabob’s 
“ household, and at the capital, and was scarcely 
“ affected by his present disgrace,” — notwith- 
standing; as he, the said Hastings, doth confess, he 
had used his utmost endeavours “ to break that 

influence, 
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influence, by removing his dependants and putting 
‘‘ the direction of all the affairs, that had been 
“ committed to his care, into the hands of the 
“ most powerful or active of his enemies; that he 
‘‘ depended on the activity of th^r hatred to 
“ Mahomed Reza Khan, incited by the expecta- 
tion of rewards, for investigating the* conduct of 
‘‘ the latter ; that with this the institution of the 
“ new Duannee coincided, and that the same prin- 
“ ciple had guided him in the choice of Munny 
“ Begum and Rajah Gourdass, the former for the 
“ chief administration, the latter [the son of Nund- 
“ comar, and a mere instrument in the hands of 
his father] for the Duannee of the Nabob’s 
‘‘ household, both the declared enemies of Ma- 
“ homed Reza Khan.” 

XIII. 

That although it might be true, that enemies will 
become the most active prosecutors, and as such 
may, though under muph guard and many ‘pre- 
cautions, be used even as witnesses ; and that it 
ought not to be an exception, supposing their cha- 
racter and capacity otherwise good, to the appoint- 
ing them to power ; yet to advance persons to 
power on the ground not of their honour and 
integrity, which might have produced the enmity 
of bad men, but merely for the enmity itself, 
without any reference whatsoever to a jauda- 
ble cause, and even with a ‘declared ill opinion 
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of the morale of one of the party, such as was 
actually delivered in^'the said letter by him, the said 
Hastings, of Nundcomar (and' which, time has 
shown, he might also on good ground have con- 
ceived of ott^ers) was, in the circumstances of a 
criminal inquiry, a motive highly disgraceful to the 
honour of Oov eminent, and destructive of impartial 
justice, by holding out the greatest of all possible 
temptation to false accusation, to corrupt and fac- 
tious conspiracies, to perjury, and to every species of 
injustice and oppression. 

XIV. 

That in consequence of the aforesaid motives, 
and others pretended, which were by no means a 
sufficient justification to the said Warren Hastings, 
he did appoint the woman aforesaid, called Munny 
Begum, who had been in the lowest and most 
discreditable order in society, according to the ideas 
prevalent in India, but from whom he received se- 
veral sums of money, to* be guardian to the Nabob 
in preference to his own , mother, and to administer 
the affairs of the government in the place of the said 
Mahomed Reza Khan, the second Mussulman in 
rank after the Nabob, and the first in knowledge, 
gravity, weight, and character among the Mussul- 
man of that province. And in order to try every 
metho.d,'and to take every chance for his destruction, 
the said Warren Hastings did maliciously and op- 
pressively 
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pressively keep him under canifineiheiat^ for. a part 
of the time, without an^l^inquiry, and, afterwards, 
with a slow and dilatory trial, for two years 
together. 

XV. 

"'M 

That notwithstanding a total revokition in the 
power, in part avowedly made for his destruction, 
the persons appointed for his trial did, on full 
in(|uiry, completely acquit the said Mahomed Reza 
Khan of tlie criminal charges against him, on 
account of which he had been so long persecuted 
and confined, and suffered much in mind, body, 
and fortune ; and the Court of Directors, in their 
letter of the 3d of March 1775, testify their 
satisfaction in the conduct and result of the said 
inquiry, and did direct the restoration of the said 
Mahomed Roza Khan to liberty, and to the offices 
which he had lately held, which comprehended the 
management of the Nabob's household, and* the 
general superintendency of the justice of Bengal ; 
but according to the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, his appointments were reduced to thirty 
thousand pounds a year, or thereabouts, of which 
he did make grievous complaint on account of the 
expenses attendant on his station, and the heavy 
debts, which he had been obliged to contract 
during his unjust persecution and imprisonment 
aforesaid. 


VOL. XII. 


A a 


XVI. That 
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That on lEhe removal of the said Mahomed Reza 
Khan fro|n the superintendency of the criminal 
justice, and in' consequence of letting the province 
of Bengal ip farm by the said "Warren Hastings, 
several dangerous and mischievous innovations were 
made by him, the said Warren Hastings, and the 
criminal justice of the country was almost wholly 
subverted, and great irregularities and disorders did 
actuall 3 ^ ensue. 

XVH. 

That the Council-General, established by Act of 
Parliament in the year 1773, did restore the said 
Mahomed Reza Khan, with the consent and a[)- 
probation of the Nabob (but under a protest from 
the said Warren Hastings) to his liberty, and to his 
offices, according’ to the spirit t)f the orders given 
by the Court of Directors as aforesaid ; and the 
Court of Directors did approve of the said aji- 
poiiitment, and did assure the said Mahomed Reza 
Khan of their favour and j)rotection, as long as 
his conduct should merit the same, in the following 
terms : as “ the abilities of Mahomed Reza Khan 
“ have been sufficiently manifested ; as official 
experience qualifies him for so high a station in 
“ a more eminent degree than any other native, 

“ with' whom the Conq^any has been connected ; 
and as no proofs of maleadministration have 

“ been 
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“been established kgainst hkn^*eit|ie/ 4 Juring the 
“ strict investigation ^ Jlais ?bndiict,\or since his 
“ retirement, we bahnot under all circumstances 
“ but approve your recommendation of him to 
“ the Nabob to constitute him hia N%ib. We 
“ are well pleased, that he has received that ap- 
“ pointment^ and authorize you to assure him of 
“ our favour, so long as a firm attachment to the 
“ interest of the Company, and a proper discharge 
“ of the duties of his station shall render liim 
“ worthy of our protection.” And the "said Ma- 
homed lieza Khan did continue to execute the 
same without any complaint whatsoever of mal- 
versation or negligence, in any manner or degree, 
in his said office. 


XVlll. 

That in March 177S the said Warrfui Hastings, 
under ctdour, that tlie Nabob had completed his 
twentieth year, and hac^.desired to be placed ill the 
entire and uncontrolled •management of his own 
affairs, and that Mahomed Reaa Khan should be 
removed from his office, and that Munny Begum 
his step-mother, the dancing-girl aforesaid, “ should 
“ take on herself the management of the Nizamut 
“ [the government and general superintendeiicy of 
“ criminal justice] without the interference of an 3 ^ 
“ person whatsoever and, notwithstandmg the 
contradictions in the pretended apjilicatioiis from 

A a 2 the 
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V*- * ^ 

the Nabob. with'^whQse incapacity for all affairs he 
was well acquainted,'^id, jn defiance of the orders 
of the Court of Directors, and* without regard to 
the infamy of aii^ arrangement, made for the evi- 
dent and *|iecljired purpose of delivering not only 
the family with the prince, but the government and 
justice of a great kingdom, into such insufficient, 
corrupt, and scandalous hands ; and though he has 
declared his opinion, ‘‘ that our national character 
“ is concerned in tlie character, which the Nabob 
“ may obtain in the public opinion,” on obtaining 
a majority in Council, without any complaint, real 
or pretended, remove the said Mahomed Reza from 
all his offices, and did partition his salary as a spoil 
in the following manner: — to Munny Begum, the 
dancing-girl aforesaid, an additional allowance of 
seven t^^-two thousand rupees [£7,200] a year ; 
to the Nabob’s own mother but half that sum, 
that is to say, 36,000 rupees [£3,G00j a year ; 
to Rajah Gourdas, son of Nundcoinar (whom he 

V- 

had described as a w^eak young man), 72,000 
rupees [£7,200J . a year, as controller of the 
household ; and to a magistrate called Sudder ul 
Hock, who in real subserviency to the said Munny 
Begum w^as nominally to act in the department 
of criminal justice, 78,000 rupees [£7,800] a 
year ; the total of which allowances exceeding the 
salary of Mahomed Reza Khan by 18,000 rupees 
[£1,800] yearly he'* did, for the corrupt and 

scandalous 
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scaadalous purpples aforesaijd^j ^rder the same to 
be made up from the Company’s treasury. 

XIX. 

That Mr, Francis and Mr. Wheler having moved, 
that the execution of the aforesaid aj*rangement, 
the whole expense of which, ordinary and extraor- 
dinary, was charged upon the Company’s treasury, 
and therefore could not be even colourably disposed 
of at the pretended will of the said Nabob, might 
be suspended until the pleasure of the Court of 
Directors thereon should be known ; and the same 
being resolved agreeably to law by a majority of 
the Council then present, the said Hastings, urging 
on violently the immediate execution of his corrupt 
project, and having obtained, by the return of 
Richard Barwell, Esquire, a majority in Council in 
his own casting vote, did rescind the aforesaid reso- 
lution, and did carry into immediate executiop the 
aforesaid most uiiwarr*fntab1e, mischievous, and 
scandalous design. 

XX. 

That the consequences, which might be expected 
from such a plan of administration, did almost in- 
stantly flow from it. For the person appointed to 
execute one of the offices, which had been filled by 
Mahomed Reza Khan, did soon find, that the 
eunuchs of Munny Begum began to employ their 
power with superiority anti insolence in all the 

A a 3 
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concerns of g’ovcrnnient, and the administration of 
justice, and did endeavour to dispose of the offices 
relative to the same for their corrupt purposes, and 
to rob the JVabob’s servants of their due allowances ; 
and in his letter of the 1st September 1778, he 
sent a compbiint to the Board, stfiting, that certain 
bad men had gaitied an ascendency over the 
Nabob’s temper, by whose instigation he acts.” 
And after complaining of the slights he receievd 
from the Nabob, he adds, “ thus they cause the 
Nabob to treat me, sometimes with indignity, at 
“ others with kindness, just as they think proper to 
“ advise him : their view is, that, by compelling me 
“ to displeasure at most unworthy treatment, they 
“ may force me either to relinquish my station, or 
“ to join with them, and act by their advice, and 
“ appoint creatures of their recommendation to the 
“• different offices, from which they might draw 
“ profit to themselves." 

xxi. 

I 

That, in a subsequent letter to the Governour, 
the said superintendent of justice did inform him, 
the said Warren Hastings, of the audacious and 
corrupt manner, in which by violence, fraud, and 
forgery, the eunuchs of Munny Begum had abused 
the Nabob’s name, to deprive the judicial and exe- 
cutory officers of justice of the salaries, which they 
ought to have drawn from the Company's treasury, 

in 
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in the following words : — “ the Begum’s ministers, 
‘ ‘ before my arrival, with the advice of their coun- 
sellers, caused the Nabob to sign a receipt in 
“ consequence of which they received, at two dif- 
“ ferent times, near 50,000 rupees [£5,000] in 
“ the name of the officers of the Adawlut, Fous- 
“ dary, &c. from the Company’s Circars ; and 
“ having drawn up an account-current in the man- 
“ ner they wished, they had got the Nabob to sign 
“ it, and sent it to me.” And in the same letter 
he asserts, that these people had the Nabob 
“ entirely in their power. ” 


XXII. 


That the said Warren Hastings, upon this repre- 
sentation, did, notwithstanding his late pretended 
opinion of the fitness and the right of the Nabob to 
the sole administration of his own.afihirs, authorita- 
tively forbid him from any interference therein, and 
ordered, that tlie whole ^should be left to the magis- 
trate aforesaid ; to which the Nabob did, notwith- 
standing his pretended jiidependence, yield an im- 
mediate and unreserved submission ; for the said 
Hastings’s order being given on the first of Septem- 
ber at Calcutta, he received an answer from Mux- 

adavad on the third, in the following terms : 

“ Agreeably to your pleasure I have relinquished 
“ all concern with the affairs of the* Fpusdary 
and Adawlut, leaving the entire management 

A a 4 “in 
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“ in Judder ul Hock’s hands.” Which said cir- 
cumstance, as well as many others, abudantly 
proves, that all the Nabob’s actions were in truth 
and fact entirely governed by the influence of the 
said Hastings and that however the said Hastings 
may have publickly discouraged the corrupt trans- 
actions of the said Court, yet he did secretly up- 
hold the authority and influence of Munny Begum, 
who did entirely direct, with his knowledge and 
countenance, all the proceedings therein. For 

XXIIl. 

That on tlie 1 3th of the said month of Septem- 
ber he did receive a furtlier complaint of the cor- 
rupt and fraudulent practices of the chief eunuch 
of the said Munny Begum ; and these corrupt 
practices did so continue and increase, that on the 
10th of October 1778 he was obliged to confess, 
in the strongest terms, the pernicious consequences 
of his before-created unwarrantable, and illegal 
arrangements ; for, in a letter of that date to the 
Nabob, he expresses himself as follows : At your 

“ Excellency’s request, I sent Sudder ul Hock Khan 
“ to take on him the administration of the aflairs 
“ of the Adawlut and Fouzdary, and hoped by 
“ that means not only to have given satisfaction to 
“ your Excellency, but that, through his abilities 
“ and experience, these aflairs would have been 
“ conducted in such manner as to have secured 

“ the 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. 36l 

“ the peace of the country, and the happiness of 
“ the people ; and it is with the greatest concern I 
“ learn, that this measure is so far from being at- 
“ tended with the expected advantages, that the 
“ affairs both of the Fouzdarry and Adawlut are 
“ in the greatest confusion imaginable, and daily 
robberies apd murders are perpetratecl through- 
“ out the country. This is evidently owing to the 
“ want of a proper authority in the person ap- 
“ pointed to superintend them. I therefore ad- 
dressed your Excellency on the importance and 
“ delicacy of the affairs in question, and of the 
“ necessity of lodging full power in the hands of the 
“ person chosen to administer them ; in reply to 
“ which your Excellency expressed sentiments co- 
incident with mine ; notwithstanding which, your 
“ dependants and people, actuated by selfish and 
avaricious views^ have hif their , interference so 
“ impeded the business, as to throw the ivhole countnj 
“ into a state of confusion ; from which nothing 
“ ca7i retrieve it hut an •iinlimited powei' lodged 
** in the hands of the superintendent. I therefore 
“ request, that your Excellency will give the strictest 
“ injunctions to all your dependants not to inter- 
“ fere in any manner Avith any matter relative to 
“ the affairs of the Adawlut and Fouzdary ; and 
“ that you will yourself relinquish all interference 
“ therein, and leave them entirely to the cn^nage- 
“ ment of Sudder ul llock Kliah : this is absolutely 

“ necessary 
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“ necessary to restore the country to a state of 
“ tranquillity.” And he concluded by again re- 
commending the Nabob to withdraw all interference 
with the administrator aforesaid ; “ otherwise a 

“ measure, which I adopted at your Excellency’s 
“ request, and with a view to your satisfaction, and 
“ the beneht of the country, will be p.ttended with 
“ quite contrary effects, and bring discredit on 


XXIV. 

That the said Hastings, in the letter afore- 
said, in which he so strongly condemns the acts, 
and so clearly marks out the mischievous etfects 
of the corrupt influence, under which alone the 
Nabob acted, and under which alone, from his 
known incapacity, and his dependence on the per- 
son supported by the said Hastings, he could act, 
did propose to put all the offices of justice (which 
on another occasion he li^d re(iuested him to per- 
mit to remain in the hands, which then held them) 
into his own disposal ; telling him, or rather the 
woman and eunuchs who governed him, “ that if 
‘ ‘ his Excellency has any plan for the management 
“ of the affairs in future, be pleased to communicate 
“ it to me, and every attention shall be paid to 
“ give your Excellency satisfaction.” By which 
mean^ ne-t only particular parts, as before, but the 
whole system of justice was to be afloat, and to be 

subject 
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subject to the purposes of the aforesaid corrupt 
cabal of women and eunuchs. 

XXV. 

That the Court of Directors, on -receiving an 
account of the above arrangements, and being well 
apprized of the spirit, intention, and probable effect 
of the same, did, in a clear, firm, and decisive man- 
ner, express their condemnation of the measure, 
and their rejection and reprobation of all the pre- 
tended grounds and reasons, on which the same was 
supported ; marking distinctly his prevarication and 
contradictions in the same, and pointing to him 
their full conviction of the unworthy motives, on 
which he had made so shameful an arrangement ; 
telling him, in the 17th paragraph of their general 
letter, of the 4th of February 1779, “ the Nabob’s 
“ letters of the 25th and 30th ok August, of the 
“ 3d of September, and 17th of November, leave 
“ us no doubt of tlie tr\ic design of this extraordi- 
“ nary business being to bring forward Munny 
“ Begum, and again to. invest her with improper 
“ power and influence, notwithstanding our former 
“ declaration, that so great a part of the Nabob’s 
“ allowance had been embezzled and misapplied 
“ under her superintendence.” 

XXVI. 

That ill conse(juence of tile censure and con- 
demnation 
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demnation of the unwarrantable measures of the 
said Warren Hastings by the Court of Directors, 
on the aforesaid and other weighty and substantial 
grounds, they did order and direct as follows, in the 
20th paragraph of the general letter of the same 
date : “ As we deem it for the welfare of the 
“ country that the office of Naib Soubadar be for 
“ the present continued, and that this high office 
“ should be filled by a person of wisdom, experi- 
“ ence, and of approved fidelity to the Company ; 
“ and as we have no reason to alter the opinion 
“ given of Mahomed Reza Khun, in our letter of 

the 24th December 177(>, we positively direct, 
‘‘ that you forthwith signify to the Nabob, Mobarek 
“ ul Dowla, our pleasure, that Mahomed Reza 
“ Khan be immediately restored to tlie office of 
“ Naib Soubadar ; and we further direct, that Ma- 
“ homed Reza Khiin be again assured of the con- 
“ tin nance of our favours, so long as a firm attach- 
** merit to the interests etf the Company, and a 
“ proper discharge of the’ duties of his station shall 
** render him worthy of our jirotection.” 

XXVII. 

That the aforesaid direction did convey in it such 
evident and cogent reason, and was so far enforced 
by justice to individuals, and by regard to the 
peace and happiness of the natives, as well as by 
the common decorum to be observed in all the 

transactions 
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transactions of Government, that the said Hastings 
ought to have yielded a cheerful obedience thereto, 
even if he had not been by a positive statute, arid 
his relation of servant to the Company, bound to 
that just submission. Yet the said Pastings did, 
without denying or evading any one of the reasons 
assigned by the Court of Directors, or 'controvert- 
ing the scandalous motives assigned by them for 
his conduct, contumaciously refuse obedience to 
the above positive order on prptence, that the 
Nabob, who, he liad declared it on record “to be as 
“ visible as the light of the sun, is a mere pageant, 
“ and without even the shadow of authority,’’ did 
dissent from the same ; and he did encourage the 
said Nabob, or ratlu^r the eunuchs, the corrupt 
ministers of Muiiny liegum, to oppose liiinself and 
themselves to the authority of the said Court of 
Directors ; by which means the arrangement, three 
times either ratified, or expressly ordered by them, 
was wholly defeated ; the aforesaid corrupt system 
was continued ; IVlaliomed Reza Khan was not re- 
stored to his office ; and^a lesson, was taught to the 
natives of all ranks, that the declared approbation, 
the avowed sanction, and the decided authority of 


the Court of Directors, were wholly nugatory to 
their protection against the corrupt influence of 
their servants. 


XXVIII. 


That the said Warren Htfstings, on a recon- 
ciliation 
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ciliation with Mr. Francis, one of the Council-Ge- 
neral, who made it a condition thereof, that certain 
t)f the Company’s orders should be obeyed, and 
that Mahomed Reza Kha,n should be restored to 
his offices, did, a considerable time after, notwith- 
standing the pretended reluctance of the Nabob, 
and his pretended freedom, make, for his conveni- 
ence in the said accommodation, the arrangement, 
which he had unwarrantably and illegally refused 
to the Jbrders of Xhe Court of Directors ; and did, 
of his own authority and that of the Board, restore 
Mahomed Reza Khan to his offices. 

XXIX. 

That soon after the departure of the said Mr. 
Francis he did again deprive the said Mahomed 
Reza Khan of his said offices, and did make several 
great changes in the constitution of the criminal 
justice in the said country ; and after having, under 
pretence of the Nabob’s svifficiency for the manage- 
ment of his own affairs, displaced, without any S})e- 
cifick charge, trial, or inquiry whatsoever, the said 
Mahomed Reza Khan, he did submit the said 
Nabob to the entire direction, in all parts of his 
concerns, of a Resident of his own nomination. 
Sir John Doyley, Bart, and did ordei; an account 
of the most minute parts of his domestick economy 
to be made out, and to be delivered to the said 
Sir John Doyley, in the following words, contained 


in 
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in a paper by him intitled, INSTRUCTIONS 
from the Governour-General to the Nabob Mobarek 
ul Dowla, respecting his conduct in the mana^-^ 
ment of his affairs ; ‘‘you will be pleased to direct 
“ your Mutta Seddies%o form an a<|bount of the 
“ fixed sums of your monthly expenses, suc|^ as 
“ servants’ ^;^ages in the different departments* 
“ pensions, and other allowances, as well as of the 
“ estimated amount of variable expenses, to be 
“ delivered to Sir John Doyley /i>r mys infection. 

“ I have given such orders to Sir John Doyley as 
“ will enable liim to propose to you such reductions 
“ of the pensions and other allowances, and such a 
“ distribution of tlie variable expenses, as shall be 
“ proportionable to the total sum of your monthly 
“ income ; and 1 must request you will conform to 
“ ity And he did^ in the subsequent articles of 
liis said Instructions, order the whglo management 
to be directed by Sir John Doyley, subject to his 
own directions as aforesaid ; and did even direct 
what company he should keep ; and di<|,, throw re- 
flections on some persons,,^!! places the nearest to 
him, as of bad character and base origin — persons, 
whom he should decline to name as such, “ unless 
“ he heard, that they still availed themselves of his 
“ goodness tp retain the places, which they impro- 
“ perly hold near his person.” And he did par- 
ticularly order the said Nabob not to admil- any 
English, but such as the said Sir John Doyley 

should 
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should approve, to his presence ; and did repeat 
the said order in the following peremptory manner : 
'*® you ‘Must forbid any person of tiuit nation to be 
“ intruded into your presence, without his intro- 
“ duction.” And he did rcf^uire his obedience in 

the,, following authoritative style : “I shall 'think 

• • 

rhyseir obliged to interfere in another manner^ 
“ if you neglect it.” 

* 

XXX. 

That he the said Warren Hastings did insult the 
captive condition of the said Nabob by informing 
him, in his imperious Instructions aforesaid, that 
this total, blind, and implicit obedience, in every 
respect wdiatsocver, to Sir John Doyley and him- 
self personally, and without any reference to the 
Board, “ w'as the very conditions of the compliance 
“ of the Govenjour-General and Council with his 
“ late requi'^ition which requisition was that he 
should enjoy the free aud uncontrolled manage- 
ment of liif ow n affairs. ^And though the said cap- 
tive did offer, as.he the ,^aid Hastings himself ad- 
mits, ybwr lacks of his stipend, at that time reduced 
to sixteen lacks, for the free use of the remainder , 
yet he did place him the said Nabob in the state 
of servitude in the said Instructions laid down but 
a very short time after he had assumed and used 
the said Nabob’s independent rights as a ground 
for refusing to obej?^ the Comjiany’s orders ; and 

although 
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although he has declared, or pretended, on another 
occasion, which he would have thought similar, 
that any attempt to limit the household expensel^ df 
the Nabob of Oude was an indignity, “ which 
‘‘ no man living, hov^^dver mean his fank in life, or 
dependent his condition in it, would permit to be 
exercised ^ by any other, without {he want or 
“ forfeiture of every manly principle.” 

XXXL 

That the said Warren Hastings did order the 
said stipend (which was to be distributed, in the 
minutest particular, according to the said Hastings’s 
personal directions) to be paid monthly, not to any 
officer of the Nabob, but to the said Resident Sir 
John Doyley. And whereas the Governour-Ge- 
neral and Council did, on the apj)ointment of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan, acconling to their duty instruct 
him. that “ he do conform to the orders of the 
“ Company, which dirf;ct, that an annual account 
“ of the Nabob's exj)ensee be transmitt^, through 
“ the resident at the D.urbar, few* the inspection of 
“ this Boardy '' — the said Hastings, in making his 
new establishment in favour of his Resident, did 
wholly omit the said instruction, and did confine 
the said comn\unicatiori to AhwscZ/' privately. And 
in fact it does not appear, that any account what- 
soever of the disposition of the said large «um, ex- 
ceeding £160,000 sterling a* year, has been laid 

B b before 
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before the Board, or at least that any such account 
has been transmitted to the Court of Directors ; 
and it is not fitting, that any British servant of the 
Company should have the management of any 
public moneys much less of so great a sum, with- 
out a public well-vouched account of the specifick 
expenditure thereof. , ,, 

XXXII. 

That'the Court of Directors did, on the 17th of 
May 1766, propose certain rules for regulating the 
correspondence of the Resident with the Nabob of 
Bengal, in which they did direct, as a principle for 
the said regulations, as follows (Paragraph 16th :) 

we would have his correspondence to be carried 
“ on with the Select Ckmmiittee through the channel 
“ of the President ; he should keep a diary of all 
“ his transactions. His correspondence with the 
“ natives must be publichf conducted ; copies of 
“ ail his letters, sent and^ received, be transmitted 
“ monthly to the Presidency, with duplicates and 
“ triplicates to be, transmitted home in our general 
“ packet by every ship.” 

XXXlll. 

That the President and Select Com/nittee (Lord 
Clive being then President) did approve of the 
whole, su'bstantial part of the said regulation (the 
diary excepted) ; and the principle, in all matters 

of 
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of account, ought to have been strictly adhered to, 
whatever limitations may have been given to the 
office of Resident. Yet he the said Warren Hast- 
ings, in defiance of the aforesaid good rules, orders, 
and late precedent in conformity to.the same, did 
not only withhold any order for the purpose, but, in 
order to carry on the business of the ‘said Durbar 
in a clandestine manner for his own purposes, did, 
as aforesaid, exclude all English from an intercourse 
with the Nabob, who might carry complaints or 
representations to the Board, or the Court of Direc- 
tors, of his condition or the conduct of the Resi- 
dent ; and did further, to defeat all possible pub- 
licity, insinuate to him to give the preference to 
verbal communication above letters, in the words 
following of the 9th article of his Instructions to 
the Nabob ; “ although I desire to receive your 
“ letters frecpiently, yet, as many, matters will oc- 
“ cur, which cannot be so easily explained by letters 
as by conversation^ 1 desire, that you will on such 
“ occasions give your orders to him respecting 
“ such points as you may desire .to have imparted 
“ to me ; and 1, postponing every other concern, 

‘ will give an immediate, and the most satisfactory 
‘‘ reply concerning them.” Accordingly, no rela- 
tion whatsoever has been received by the Court of 
Directors of the said Nabob’s afiairs ; nor any ac- 
count of the money monthly paid, exoept from 
public fame, which reports, that his affairs are in 

B h ‘2 great 
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great disorder, his servants unpaid, and many of 
them dismissed, and all the Mussulmen dependent 
on his family in a state of indigence. 


XVIII. THE MOGUL DELIVERED UP 
TO THE MAHRATTAS. 


L 

THAT Shah Allum, the prince, commonly called 
the Great Mogul, or by eminence, The King, is, 
or lately was, in the possession of the ancient capi- 
tal of Hindostan ; and though without any consider- 
able territory, and without a revenue sufficient to 
maintain a mode, rate state, he is still much respected 
and considered ; and the custody of his person is 
eagerly sought by many of the princes in India, on 
account of the use to bomiade of his title and au- 
thority ; and it \i^’a5 for the interest of the East- 
India Company, that, wffiile on one hand no wars 
shall be entered into in support of his pretensions, 
on the other no steps should be taken, which may 
tend to deliver him into the hands of any of the 
powerful states of that country ; but that he should 
be treated with friendship, good faith, and respect- 
ful attention. 


11. That 
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II. 

That Warren Hastings, in contradiction to this 
safe, just, and honourable policy strougly prescribed 
and enforced by the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, did (at a time when he was engaged in a ne- 
gotiation, the declared purpose of which was to give 
peace to India) concur with the Captain-General 
of the Mahratta state, called Madajee Scindia, in 
hostile designs against tlie few remaining territories 
of that same Mogul Emperour, by virtue of whose 
grant the Company actually possess the govern- 
ment, and enjoy the Revenues, of great provinces, 
and also against the possessions of a Mahomedan 
Chief called Nudjif Cawn, a person of much merit 
with the East-India Compari}^ ; in acknowledgment 
of which they had granted him a pension, included 
in the tribute due to the king, and, together with 
that tribute, taken from, him bv the said Warren 
Hastings, though expressly guaremteed to him by 
the Company. With both these* poAvers the Com- 
pany had been in friendship, and were actually at 
peace at the time of the said clandestine concur- 
rence in a design against them ; and the said Hast- 
ings hath sjnee declared, that the right of one of 
them, namely, “ the right of the Mogul Emperour 
“ to our assistance has been constantly • acknow- 
“ ledged.” 


B b 
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Til. 

That the said Warren Hastings, at the time of 
his treacherous concurrence in a design against a 
power, which he was himself of opinion we were 
bound to assist, and against whom there was no 
doubt he was bound neither to form nor to concur 
in any hostile attempt, did give a taution to Colonel 
Muir, to whom the negotiation aforesaid was in- 
trusted on the part of the Company, against “ in- 
“ sorting any thing in the treaty, which might 
“ expressly mark our knowledge of his [the Mah- 
“ ratta General’s] views or concurrence in them," 
Which said transaction was full of duplicity and 
fraud ; and the crime of the said Hastings therein 
is aggravated by his having some years before with- 
held the tribute, which by treaty was solemnly 
agreed to be paid to the said king, on pretence that 
he had thrown himself, for the recovery of his city 
of Delhi, on the protection of tlie Mahrattas, w hom 
the said Warren Hastings then called the natural 
enemies of the Company, and the growth of wdiose 
power he then alleged to be highly dangerous to the 
interest of this kingdom in India. 

IV. 

That after having concurred, in the manner be- 
fore mentioned, in a design of the Mahrattas against 

the 
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the Mogul ; and notwithstanding he the said 
Warren Hastings had formerly declared, “ that with 
“ him [the Mogul] our connexion had been a long 
“ time suspended, and he wished never to see it re- 
“ neived, as it had proved a fatal drain to the wealth 
“ of Bengal, and the treasury of the Company, 
“ without yielding one advantage or 'possible re- 
“ source, even of remote benefits, in return,” the 
said Warren Hastings did nevertheless, on or about 
the month of March 1783, with the privity and 
consent of the members of the Board, but by no 
authoritative act, dispatch, as agents of him the 
Clovernour-deneral only, and not as agents of the 
(.jovernour-Oeneral and Council, as they ought to 
have been, certain persons, among whom were 
Major Browne and Major Davy, to the court of 
the king at Delhi, and did there enter into certain 
eimairements with the said king bv tlie means of 
those agents, and did carry on certain private and 
dangerous intrigues for various purposes, particu- 
larly for making war in, favour of the said king, 
against some powers or princes pot precisely de- 
scribed, but which, as may be inferred from a sub- 
sequent correspondence, were certain Mahomedan 
princes in the neighbourhood of Delhi in amity with 
the Company', and some of them at that time in the 
actual service, and in the apparent confidence and 
favour of the said Mogul ; and he did order Major 
Browne to offer to the Mogul 4ting to provide for 

li b 4 the 
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the entire expense of any troops the Shah [the said 
king] might require ; and the proposal was accord- 
ingly accepted with the conditions annexed ; by 
which proposal, and acceptance thereof, the East- 
India Compajiiy was placed in a situation of great 
and perplexing difficulty, since either they were to 
engage, at a*n unlimited expense^ in new wars, con- 
trary to their orders, contrary to their general de- 
dared policy, and contrary to the published reso- 
lutions of the House of Commons, and wholly in- 
compatible with the state of their finances ; or, to 
preserve peace, they must risk the imputation of a 
new violation of faith, by departing from an agree- 
ment made on the voluntary pro|)osal of their own 
government ; the agent of the said Hastings having 
declared, in his letter to the said Hastings, by him 
communicated to the Board, “ that the business of 
“ assisting the ,Shuh [the Mogul Emperour] can 
“ and must go on, if we wash to be secure in India, 
“ of regarded as a nation, of faith and honour,*’ 

♦ 

V. 

♦ , 

That the said Warren Hastings did, on the 20th 
day of January 1784, send in circulation to the 
other members of the Council a letter to him from 
his agent, Major Browne, dated at Delhi, on the 
30th of December 1783, viz. that letter, to which 
the fyregoing references arc made, in which the 
said Browne did directly press, jirid indirectly 

[though 
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(though sufficiently and strongly) suggest several 
highly dangerous measures for realizing the general 
offers and engagements of the said Warren Hast- 
ings ; — proposing, that besides a proportion of 
field artiller^^ and a train of battering cannon for 
the purpose of sieges, six regiments of Sepoys in 
the Company’s service should be transferred to that 
of the said king, and that certain other corps should 
also be raised for the said service in the English 
provinces and dependencies, to be immediately 
under the king’s [the Mogul’s] orders, and to be 
maintained by assignments of territorial revenue 
within the province of Oude, a dependent member 
of the British government, but with a caution 
against having any British officer with the same ; 
the said Major Browne expressing Ins caution as 
followeth : — “ If any European officer be with this 
“ corps, a very nice judgment indeed must direct 
the choice ; for scarce any are in the smallest 
‘‘ degree for such employ, but much more hkely 
‘‘ to do harm than goocb” And the letter afore- 
said being without any pbservatipn thereon, or any 
disavowal of the matters of fiict, or of the counsels 
so strongly and authoritatively delivered therein by 
the said Warren Hastings’s agent, and without any 
mark of disapprobation of any part of his plan, 
whether that of the assignment of territory belong- 
ing to the Company’s allies for the maintenance of 
troops, which were to be by that j>lan put under the 

orders 
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orders of a foreign independent Power, or that of 
employing the said troops without any British 
officer with them ; or for his alarming observation 
by him entered on the Company’s records, which, 
if not an implied censure on the nature of the 
service, in which British officers are supposed im- 
proper to be trusted, is a strong reflection on the 
character of the British officers, which was to ren- 
der them unfit to be employed ‘in an honourable 
service — the said Warren Hastings did thereby 
give a countenance to the said unwarrantable and 
dangerous proposals and reflections. 

VI. 

That, a considerable time before the production 
and circulation of Major Browne’s letter, the said 
Hastings did enter a Minute of Consultation, con- 
taining a proposition similar in the general intent 
to that in the said letter contained for assisting the 
Mogul with a military force ; but the other members 
of the Board did disagree thereto, and being 
alarmed at the disposition so strongly shown by 
the said Hastings to engage in new wars, and dan- 
gerous foreign connexions, and possibly having 
intelligence of the proceedings of his agent, did 
call upon him to produce his instructions to Major 
Browne ; and he did on the 5th of October 1783, 
and not before, enter on the Consultations a certain 
paper, purporting to be the instructions, which he 

had 
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had given to Major Browne the preceding March, 
the time of his, the said Browne’s, appointment, 
in which pretended instructions no direction what- 
soever was given to the effect, of his the said Hast- 
ings’s Minute of Consultation, or propounded ; that 
is to say, no power was given in the said instruc- 
tions to make a direct offer of military aid to the 
Mogul, or to form the arrangements stated by the 
said Browne, in his letter to the said Hastings, as 
having been made by the express authority of the 
said Hastings himself. But the said instructions 
contained nothing further on that subject but a 
conditional direction, that, in case a military force 
should be recpiired for the Mogul’s aid or protec- 
tion, the Major is to know the service on which it 
is to be employed, and the resources from whence 
it is to be paid ; and the instructions produced as 
his real instructions by the said ^Hastings are so 
guarded as to caution the said Browne against 
taking any part in the intrigues of thost, who are 
about the king's person. By which letters, instruc- 
tions, and transactions, compared, with each other, 
it appears, that tlie said Warren Hastings, after six 
months’ delay in entering of (contrary to the Com- 
pany’s order) any instructions to the said Browne, 
did at last enter a false paper as the true, or that he 
did give other secret instructions totally different 

from, and even opposite to, his publick ostensible 

___ • 

instructions, thereby to deceive the Council, and 

to 
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to carry on, with less obstructions, dark and dan- 
gerous intrigues, contrary to the orders of the Court 
of Directors, to the true policy of this kingdom, 
and to the safety of the British possessions in the 
East. 

VII. 

That the*said letter from Major Browne was by 
the said Warren Hastings transmitted to the Court 
of Directors, without being accompanied by any 
part of the previous correspondence ; by which 
wilful concealment the said Warren Hastings is 
guilty of an high and criminal disrespect to the 
Court of Directors, and of a most flagrant breach 
and violation of their orders, which he was bound 
by an act of Parliament to obey. 

VIII. 

Tliat the said^ Hastings having early in the year 
1784 procured to himself a deputation to act in 
the tipper ’'provinces, the Council, being well aware 

f 

of his disposition to eng;age in unwarrantable de- 
signs against the peighbouring states, did expressly 
confine his powers to the circumstance of liis 
actual residence within the Company’s provinces ; 
but it appears, that ways were found out, by which 
he hoped to defeat the precautions of^ the Board ; 
for the said Warren Hastings did write from Luck- 
now, the, capital of the country of Oude, to the 
Court of Directors, a certain postscript of a letter, 

dated 
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dated the 4tli of May 1784, in which he informs 
the Court, that the son and heir-apparent of the 
Great Mogul had taken refuge with him, and the 
Nabob of Oude ; that he had a conference witli 
that prince on the 10th of the sajne month of 
May, “ no person being either present or within 
“ hearing” during the same ; and thaTb in the said 
conference the prince had informed him of the 
distresses of his father, and his wish for the relief 
of the king, and the restoration of the dominions 
of his house, as well as to rescue him from the 
power of certain persons not named, who degraded 
him into a mere instrument of their interested and 
sordid designs ; and that, on a failure of his appli- 
cation to him, he would either return to his father, 
or proceed to Calcutta, and thence to England ; 
and that the said Warren Hastings did give him 
an answer to the following clfect “ that our [the 
“ British] Government had just obtained relief from 
a state of universal warfare, and required a term 
“ of repose; that our whole nation was weary of 
“ war, and dreaded tlnj renewal of it, and would 
“ be equally alarmed at any mo cement^ of lolitcli it 
“ could not see the i^sue or proyresSj but which 
“ might eventually tend to create new hostilities ; 
that he ca^me hither [to Lucknow] with a limited 
authorit}^ and could not, if he chose it, engage 
in any business^ of that nature, without the con- 
‘ ‘ currence of his cotleayues in office , whom he believed 

“ ivould 
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“ would be averse to it; that he would represent 
“ the same to the joint members of his own Go- 
“ vernment, and wait their determination. In the 
“ mean time he advised the prince to make ad- 
“ vances to r Madajee Scindia, both because our 
“ Government ivas in intimate and sworn connexion 
“ with him, and because he was the effectual head 
‘‘ of the Mahratta State ; besides that he, the said 
“ Warren Hastings, feared his [Scindia’s] taking 
“ the other side of the question, unless he was 
“ early prevented.” 

IX. 

That in the statement of this discourse, there 
is much criminal reserve towards the Court of Di- 
rectors, it not appearing distinctly what the objects 
were, nor who the persons concerned, nor what the 
side was, which he apprehended the Mahrattas 
might take, if not prevented by his advances ; and 
in the dispourse itself there were many particulars 
highly criminal ; namely,, for that in the said con- 
versation, in which he describes himself as declining 
a compliance with the request of the prince on 
account of the aversion (therein strongly expressed) 
of his colleagues, of the Company, and of the whole 
British nation, to engage in any measures, whicli 
might even “ eventually lead to hostilities ,*^ — he 
spoke to the prince as if he had been entirely 
ignorant' of the offers, which bu|; five months before 
had been made to the king his father on the part 

of 
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of that very government (whose repugnance to such 
measures he then for the first time chose to profess, 
but which he always had known) through Major 
Browne, the Company’s representative at the Court 
of Delhi, “ to provide for the entiise expense of 
any troops, which the Shah [the king] might 
“ require and that this was “ what t*he Resident 
“ had always proposed to the king and his confi- 
“ dential ministers — the said Browne further 
declaring, “ that if, in consequence of the said 
“ proposals, certain arrangements for the Shah's 
“ service, by troops, were not immediately ordered, 
“ in his opinion all our [English Government’s] 
“ off ers and promises will be considered as false and 
“ insidious.” This being the known state of the 
business as represented by the said Hastings’s own 
agent, and tins the public oj)inioii of it, although 
to impose on the ignorance of the pj;ince with regard 
to the proceedings at his father’s Court would have 
been unworthy in itselfj, yet he, the said Warren 
Hastings, could not hope 4o succeed in such impo- 
sition, as in the postscript aforesaid he represents 
the said prince [who was the king’s eldest son, and 
thirty- six years of age] as a person of considerable 
qualifications, and perfectly acquainted with the 
transactions, at his father’s Court, and as one, who 
had long held the principal and most active part 
in the little, that remained of the adminibtratio7i of 
Shah A llum. Ana the said* Hastings conferring 

with 
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with a prince so well instructed, without making 
the slightest allusions to his said positive and recent 
engagements, or without givingany explanation with 
regard to them, the said Warren Hastings must ap- 
pear to the s^id prince either as a person not only 
contracting engagements, but actually being the 
first mover 'and proposer of them, without any au- 
thority from hu colleagues^ and against their’s and 
the general inclination of the British nation, and 
on that ground net to he trusted ; or that he had 
used this plea of disagreement between him and his 
Council as a pretence, set up without colour or 
decency, for a gross violation of his own engage- 
ments ; leaving the princes and states of the country 
no solid ground, on which they can or ought to con- 
tract with the Company, to the utter destruction 
of all publick confidence, and to the ecjual disgrace 
of the national candour, integrity, and wisdom. 

X. 

4 

C 

That, in a letter dated from the same j)lace, 
Lucknow, the IGth of the /ollowing June 1784, the 
said Warren Hastings informs the Court of Direc- 
tors, that Major Browne, their agent to the Mogul, 
had arrived there in the character also of agent 
from the Mogul, with two sets of instructions from 
two opposite parties in his ministry, which instruc- 
tions ^were directly contrary to each other ; the 
first, which were the ostensible^ instructions, being 

to 
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to engage the said Hastings, in the Mogul’s name, 
to enter into a treaty of mutual alliance with the 
Chief of the country, then minister to the said 
Mogul, called Affrasaib Khan ; the second were 
from another principal person, called Mudjed ul 
Howla, also a minister of the said Mogul (but 
styled in tjie said letter confidential, for dis- 
tinction), which were directly destructive of the 
former ; and the said latter instructions, to which 
it seems credence was to be given, were sent 
‘‘‘under the most solemn adjurations of secrecy.” 
Tlie purpose of tliese latter and secret instructions 
was to reipiire the Company’s aid in freeing the 
Mogid from the oppressions of his servants, namel^'^, 
from the oppressions of the said Affrasaib, be- 
tween whom and tlie Company Major Browne (at 
once agent to that C()m]>any,^and to two opposite 
factions in the Mogul’s Court) accepted a power 

to make a treaty of mutual alliance under the 

» 

sanction of his sovereign ; and it does not a{)pear, 
that he, Warren Hasting?;, did discountenance tlie 
double dealing and fraiwJulent agencies of his and 
the Company’s minister at that Court ; or did dis- 
avow any particular in the letter from him the said 
Browne, of the 30th of December 1783, stating 
the offers made on his part to the Mogul, so con- 
tradictory to his late declarations to the heir ap- 
parent of that monarch, or did give any i\?pi:imand 
to the said Browne, or did* show any mark of 

disjileasure 
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displeasure against him, as having acted witliout 
orders, but did again send him, with renewed 
consequence, to the Court aforesaid. 

XI. 

That the said Warren Hastings, still pursuing his 
said evil designs, did apply to the . Council for 
discretionary powers relative to the intrigues and 
factions in the Mogul’s Court, giving assurances of 
his resolution not to proceed against their sense ; 
Out the said Council, being fully aware of his dis- 
position, and having Major Browne’s letter, recorded 
by himself, the said Warren Hastings, before them, 
did refuse to grant the said discretionary powers ; 
but, on the contrary, did exhort him ‘‘ most sedu- 
“ lously and cautiously to avoid, in his corre- 
“ spondence with the different princes in India, 
“ whatever may ‘commit, or be strained into an in- 
“ terpretation of committing, the Company, either 
“ as to their army or treas,ure observing, “ that 
“the Company’s orders fire positive against their 
“interference in 'the objects of dispute between 
“ the Country Powers.” 


XH. 

That in order to subvert the plain and natural 
interpretation given by the Council to the orders of 
the Court of Directors, and to justify his dangerous 
intrigues, the said Warren Hastings, in his letter 

of 
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of the 16th June 1784 to the said Court, did, in a 
most insolent and contemptuous manner, endeavour 
to persuade them of their ignorance of the true 
sense of their own orders, and to limit their pro- 
hibition of interference with the disputes of the 
Country Powers to such Country Powers as are 
j)crinanent ; ^expressing himself as follows: “ the 
“faction, which now surrounds the throne [the 
“ Mogul’s throne], is widely different from the idea 
“ which your commands are intended to convey 
“ by the expressions, to which you have generally 
“ applied them, of Country Powers^ to which 
“that jjermanency is a necessary adjunct; and 
“ which may be more properly compared to a 
“ splendid bubble, which the slightest breath of 
“ opposition may dissipate with every trace of 
“its existence.” By which construction the said 
Hastings did endeavour to persuade the Court of 
Directors, that they meant to confine their prohi- 
bition of sinister intrigv^es to those Powers only, 
who could not be easily hurt by them, and wliose 
strength was such, that- their resentment of such 
clandestine interference was to be dreaded ; but 
that, where the Powers were w eak and fragile, such 
intrigues might be allow^ed. 

XIII. 

That the said Hastings, further to pershade the 
Court of Directors to involve' themselves in the 

c c 2 affairs 
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affairs of the Mogul, and to reconcile this measure 
with his former conduct and declared opinions, did 
write to them to the following effect ; that “ at that 
former period, to which the ancient policy with 
“ regard to the Mogul applied, the king’s authority 
“ was sufficiently respected [which he knew not to 
“ be true, having himself declared, in his Minute 
of the 25th of October 1774, ‘ that he remained 
“ at Delhi, the ancient capital of the empire, a 
mere cipher in the administration of it’] to main- 
“ tain itself against common vicissitudes. That he 
“ would not have advised interference if the king 
“ himself retained the exercise of it, however feeble, 
“ in his own hands. That if it [the Mogul’s au- 
“ thority] is suffered to receive its final extinction, 
“• it is impossible to foresee irhat Power may arise 
out of its ruins, or what events may be linked in 
“ the same chain of revolution with it : but your 
“ interests tnay suffer by it— -your reputation cer- 
“ tainly will, as his right tp our assistance has been 
“ constantly acknowledyefi, and by a train of cou- 
“ sequences, to v/hich out Government has, not 
“ intentionally, given birth ; but most especially 
“ by the movements, which its influence, by too near 
an approach, has excited, it has unfortunately 
“ become the efficient instrument of a great portion 
‘‘of the king’s present distresses and dangers,” 
intimatiifg (as well as the studied obscurity of his 
expressions will pern'iit any thing to be discerned) 

that 
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that his own late intrigues had been among the 
causes of the distresses and dangers, which, by new 
intrigues, he did pretend to remove : and he did 
conclude this part of his letter with some loose 
peneral expressions of his caution not to affect the 
Company’s interests or revenues by any measures 
he might at that time take. 

XIV. 

That the principle, so far as the same hath been 
directly avowed, of the said proceedings at the 
Mogul’s Court was as altogether irrational, and 
the pretended object as impracticable, as the means 
taken in pursuit of it were fraudulent and disho- 
nourable, namely, tlie restoration of the Mogul in 
some degree to tlic dignity of his situation, and to 
his free-agency in the conduct of his affairs. For 
the said Hastings, at the very time, in which he 
did with the greatest apparent earnestness urge the 
piirpose, which he prete^wded to have in view, with 
regard to the dignity and»liberty of the Mogul Era- 
perour, did represent him as a person wholly dis- 
qualified, and even indisposed, to take any active 
part whatsoever in the conduct of his own affairs ; 
and that any attempt for that purpose would be 
utterly impi;acticable : and this he hath stated to 
the Court of Directors as a matter of publick no- 
toriety, in his said letter of the 16th of June, 1784, 
in the following empliatical artd decisive terms : 

c c 3 You 
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“ You need not he told the character of the king, 
whose inertness, and the habit of Jong-suffering, 
“ has debased his dignity and the fortunes of his 
“ house beyond the poiver of retrieving either the 
“ one or tlw other. Whilst his personal repose 
“ is undisturbed, he will prefer to live in the 
“ meanest state of indigence, under the..rule of men, 
“ whose views are bounded by avarice, and the 
‘‘ power, which they derive from his authority, rather 
“ than commit any share of it to his own sons, 
“ though his affection for them is boundless in every 
“ other respect; from a natural jealousy, founded 
“ on the experience of a very different combination 
“ of those circumstances, which once served as a 
“ temptation and example of unlawful ambition in 
“ the princes of the royal line. His ministers, from 
“ a policy more reasonable, have constantly em- 
“ ployed every means of influence to confirm this 
disposition, and to prevent liis sons from having 
“ any share in the distribution of affairs, so as to 
“ have established a complete usurpation of the 
“ royal prerogative under its own sanction and 
“ patronage/’ 

XV. 

That the said Warren Hastings, having given 
this opinion of the sovereign, for wlmse freedom 
he pretended so anxious a concern, did describe the 
minister,' with whom he had long acted in concur- 
rence, and from whom he had just received the 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary secret embassy aforesaid for the 
purpose of effecting the deliverance of his master, 
the Mogul, from the usurpations of his "niinisters, 
as follows ; — “ The first minister, Mudjud ul 
“ Dowla, is totally deficient in every, military qua- 
“ lity ; conceited of his own superiour talents ; and 
“ formed tq the practice of that crooked 2 ^olicy, 

‘ ‘ which generally defeats its own purpose^ but sin- 
“ cerely attached to his master.” The reality of 
the said attachment was not improbable, but alto- 
gether useless, as the said minister was the only 
one among the principal persons about the king, 
who (besides the total want of all military and civil 
ability) possessed no territories, troops, or other 
means of serving and supporting him, but was 
himself solely upheld by his influence over his 
master ; neither doth the said Hastings free him 
any more than the persons more eHicient, who were 
to be destroyed, from a disposition to alienate the 
king from an attention ^to his aflairs, and from all 
confidence in his own family ; but, on the contrary, 
he brings him forward as the* very first among 
the instances he adduces to exemplify the prac- 
tices of the ministers against their sovereign and 
his children. 

XVI. 

That the said Warren Hastings, recommending 
in general terms, and yet condemning 'in, detail, . 
every part of his own pretended plan, iis imprac- 

c c 4 ticable 



392 ARTJCLKS OF CHARGE 

ticable in itself, and as undertaken in favour of 
persons, all of whom he describes as incapable, 
and the ' principal as indisposed to avail himself 
thereof, must have had some other motives for this 
long, intricate,, dark, and laborious proceeding with 
the Mogul, which must be sought in his actions, 
and the evident drift and tendency thereof, and in 
declarations which were brought out by him to 
serve other purposes, but which serve fully to ex- 
plain his real intentions in this intrigue. 

XVII. 

That the other Members of the Council-General 
having abundantly certified their averseness to 
his intrigues, and even having shown a})prehen- 
sions of his going personally to tlie Mogul and tlie 
Mahrattas for the purpose of carrying on the same, 
the said Hastings.was driven headlong to acts, which 
did much more openly indicate the true nature 
and purpose of his machinations ; for he at length 
recurred directly and whth little disguise, to the 
Mahrattas, and did open vii intrigue with them, 
although he was obliged to confess, in his letter 
aforesaid of the 16th .lune 1784, that the excep- 
tion, which he contended to be implied in the 
orders of the Court of Directors, forbidding the 
intermeddling in the disputes of “the Country 
“ Pow,ers‘” namely, “ Powers not permanent,” did 
by no means apply’ to the Mahrattas ; and he 

informs 
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iiifbrins the Court of Directors, that he did, on the 
very first advice he received of the flight of the 
Mogul’s son, write to Mr. James Anderson, to 
apprize the Mahratta Chief Scindia of that event ; 

for which, as he was unprepared, he desired his 
“ [the said Scindia’s] advice for his conduct on the 
occasion of.it.” Which method of calling for the 
advice of a foreign power to regulate his political 
conduct, instead of being regulated therein by the 
advice of the British Council, and the standing 
orders of the Court of Directors, was a procedure 
highly criminal ; and the crime is aggravated by his 
not coinmunicatiiig the said correspondence to the 
Council-General, as by his duty he was bound to 
do ; but it does abundantly prove his concert with 
the Mahrattas in all, that related to his negotiations 
in the Mogul Court, which were carried on agree- 
ably to their advice, and in subserviency to their 
views and purposes. 

XVllI. 

That, in consequenco of the cabal begun with 
the Mahrattas, the said Chief Scindia did send his 
“ familiar and confidential ministers” to him the 
said Hastings, being at Lucknow, with whom the 
said Hastings did hold several secret conferences, 
without any secretary, or other assistant ; and the 
said Hastings hath not conveyed to the •Cojirt of 
Directors any Minutes thereof, but hath purposely 

involved 
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involved even the general effect and tendency of 
these conferences in such obscurity, that it is no 
otherwise possible to perceive the drift and tendency 
of the same, but by the general scope of counsels 
and acts relative to the politicks of the Mogul, and 
of the Mahrattas together, and by the final event 
of the whole, which is sufficiently visi]ble. For 

XIX. 

That the said Hastings had declared, in his said 
letter of the 16th June 1784, that the Mogul’s right 
to our assistance had been constantly acknow- 
ledged ; that tlie Mogul had been oppressed by the 
lesser Mahomedan princes in the character of his 
officers of state, and military commanders ; and he 
did plainly intimate, that the said Mogul ought to 
be relieved from that servitude. And he did, in 
giving an account to the Court of Directors of the 
conferences aforesaid, assure them, that his in- 
“ clinations [the inclinatioiis of the Mahratta Chief 
“ aforesaid] were not very dissimilar from his own 
and that “ neitheui in this, nor in any other instance, 
“ would he suffer himself to be drawn into rnea- 
sures, which shall tend to weaken their connexion, 
“ nor in this even to oppose his [the said Chief’s] 
“ inclinations the said Hastings well, knowing, as 
in his letter to Colonel Muir he has confessed, that 
the inclinations of the said Scindia were to seize 
on the Mogul’s territories, and that he himself did 

secretly 
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secretly concur therein, though he did not formally 
insert his concurrence in the treaty with the said 
Mahratta chief. It is plain, therefore, that he did 
all along concur with the Mahrattas in their de- 
signs against the said king and his mkiisters, under 
the treacherous pretence of supporting the authority 
of the former against the latter, and did contrive 
and effect the ruin of them all. — For, first, he did 
give evil and fraudulent counsel to the heir apparent 
of the Mogul “ to make advances to the Mahrattas,’’ 
when he well knew, and had expressly concurred in, 
the designs of that state against his father’s [the 
Mogul’s] dominions ; and further to engage and 
entrap the said prince, did assert, that “ our Go- 
vemment” [meaning the British Government] 
“ was in intimate and sworn connexion with Ma- 
“ hadajee Scindia,” when no alliance, oftensive or 
defensive, appears to exist between the said Scindia 
and the East-india Company, nor can exist, other- 

f 

wise than in virtue of ,some secret agreement be- 
tween him the said ScincHa and Warren Hastings, 
entered into by the latter without* the knowledge of 
his colleagues, and the government, and never 
communicated to the Court of Directors. And 
secondly, he did, in order to further the designs of 
the Mahrattas, contrive and effect the ruin of the 
said Mogul and his authority by setting on foot, 
through the aforesaid Major Browne, sundry per- 
plexed and intricate negotiations, contrary to publick 

faith. 
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faith, and to the honour of the British nation ; 
by which he did exceedingly increase the confusion 
and disorders of the Mogul’s Court, exposing the 
said Mogul to new indignities, insults, and distresses, 
and almost all of the northern parts of India to 
great and ruinous convulsions, until three out of 
four of the principal Chieftains, so.me of them 
possessing the territories lately belonging to Nudjitf 
Cawn,and maintaining among them eighty thousand 
troops of horse ^nd foot, and some of which Chiefs 
were the ministers aforesaid, being cut off by their 
mutual dissensions, and the fort of Delhi being at 
length delivered to the Mahrattas, the said Scindia 
became the uncontrolled ruler of the royal army ; 
and the person of the Mogul, with the use of all 
his pretensions and claims, fell into the hands of a 
nation already too powerful, together with an exten- 
sive territory, which entirely covers the Company’s 
jiossessions and dependencies on one side, and par- 
ticularly those of the Nabob of Oude. 


That the circumstances of these countries did, 
in the opinion of the said Warren Hastings him- 
self, sufficiently indicate to him the necessity of 
not aggrandizing any Power whatsoever on their 
borders, he having in the aforesaid letter of the 
16 th Juifc given a deliberate opinion of the si- 
tuation of Oude, ill ‘the words following ; “ that, 

‘‘ whilst 
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“ whilst we are at peace with the Powers of Eu- 
“ rope, it is only in this quarter, that your posses- 
“ sions under the Government of Bei^gal are 
“ vulnerable.” And he did further in the said 
letter state, that, if things had continued as they 
“ had been to that time with a divided govern- 
“ ment,” [vi^. the Company’s and the Vizier’s, 
which government he had himself established, and 
under which it ever must in a great degree remain, 
whilst the said country continues Jn a state of de- 
pendencej “ the sVujhte^t shock from a foreign 
‘‘ hand, or even an accidental internal commotion., 
“ might have throwm the whole into confusion, 
“ and produced the most fatal consequences.” In 
this perilous situation he made the above-recited 
sacrifices to the ambition of the Mahrattas, and 
did all along so actively countenance and forward 
their proceedings, and with so full, a sense of their 
effect, that in his Minute of the 24th December 
1784 he has deedared, . that in tlie countries, 
“ whicli border on the (dominions of the Nabob 
“ Vizier, or on that quarter of (Aur owm, in effect 
“ there is no other l^ower." And he did further 
admit, that the presence of the Mahratta Chief 
aforesaid, so near the borders of the Nabob’s do- 
minions, wa^ no cause of suspicion ; for, “ that it 
“ is the effect of his own solicitation., and is so fai' 
“ the effect of an act of that Government.” 


XXI. 
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That, in further pursuit of the same pernicious 
design, he the said Warren Hastings did enter into 
an agreemeirt to withdraw a very great body of 
the British troops out of the Nabob’s dominions ; 
asserting, however truly, yet in direct »contradiction 
to his own declarations, that “ this Government 
“ [meaning the British Government] has not any 
‘‘ right to force defence with its maintenance upon 

him” [the Nabob] ; and he did thus not only 
avowedly aggrandize the Mahratta state, and 
weaken the defence upon the frontier, but did as 
avowedly detain their Captain- General in force on 
that very frontier, notwithstanding he was well 
apprized, that they had designs against those de- 
pendent territories of Oude, which they had with 
great difficulty been persuaded, even in appearance, 
to include in the treaty of peace ; and that they 
have never renounced their claims upon certain 
large and valuable portions of them, and have 
shown evident sig'ns of their intentions, on the first 
opportunity, of asserting and enforcing them. And 
finally, the said Warren Hastings, in contradiction 
to sundry declarations of his own concerning the 
necessity of curbing the power of the* Mahrattas, 
and to the principle of sundry measures undertaken 
by himseif professedly for that purpose, and to the 
sense of the House' of Commons expressed in 

their 
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their resolution of 28tli 1782 against any 

measures, that tended to unite the dangerous powers 
of the Mahratta empire under one actiVe com- 
mand, has endeavoured to persuade the Company, 
that, while Scindia lives, every accession of ter- 
“ ritory obtained by him will he an advantage to 
“ this [the British] Government which, if it 
was true as respecting the personal dispositions of 
Scindia, which there is no reason to believe, yet 
it was highly criminal to establish a power in the 
Mahrattas, which must survive the man, in confi- 
dence of whose personal dispositions a power 
more than personal w^as given, and wliich may 
hereafter fall into hands disposed to make a more 
hostile use of it. 

XXII. 

That in consequence of all the before-recited 
intrigues, the Mogul Einperour being in the hands 
of the Mahrattas, he the said Mogul has been 
obliged to declare the .head of the Mahratta 
state to be vicegerent of* the Mogul empire, an 
authority which supersedes that of Vizier, and 
has thereby consolidated in the Mahratta state 
all tlie powers acknowledged to be of legal autho- 
rity in India ; in consequence of which they have 
acquired, and have actually already attempted to 
use, the said claims of general superiority against 
the Company itself ; the Mahrattas clmming a 
right in themselves to a fourth part of the revenues 

of 
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of all the provinces* in Uie Company’s possession, 
and claiming, in right of the Mogul, the tribute due 
to him’; by which actings and doings the said 
Hastings has to' the best of his power brought the 
British provinces in India into a dependence on 
the Mahratta state ; and in order to add to the 
aforesaid Enormous claims a proportioned force, 
he did never cease, during his stay in India, to 
contrive the means for its increase ; for it is of 
publick notoriety, that one great object of the 
Mahratta policy is to unite under their dominion 
the nation or religious sect of the Sciks, who being 
a people abounding with soldiers, and })ossessing 
large territories, would extend the Mahratta power 
over the whole of the vast countries to the north- 
west of India. 

XXIIL 

That the saic^ Warren Hastings, further to aug- 
ment the power of the said Malirattas, and to 
endanger the safety of, the British possessions, 
Iiaving established in force tlie said Mahrattas 
on the frontier, afore .recited, and finding the 
Council-General averse in that situation to the 
withdrawing the British forces therefrom, and for 
disbanding them to the extent required by the 
said Hastings, did in a Minute of the 4th De- 
cember 1784, after stating a supposition, that, 
contrary to his opinion, the said troops should 
not be reduced, propose to employ them under 

the 
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the command of .the Mogul’s son, then under 
the influence of the Mihrattas, in a war against 
the aforesaid people or religious sect called Seiks, 
defending the same on thor following principles : 
“ I feel the sense of an obligation imposed on me, 
“ by the supposition I have made, to state a mode 
“ of rend citing the detachment of use in its pre- 
“ scribed station, and of affording the appearance 
“ of a cause for its retention.” 

XXIV. 

That the said Hastings did admit, that there 
was no present danger to the Company’s posses- 
sions from that nation, which could justify him in 
such a war, as he had declared, that the Mahrattas 
were the only potvcr, that bordered on the Com- 
pany's possessions and those of the Vizier ; but he 
did assign as a reason for going .to war with them 
their military and enthusiastick spirit ; the hard- 
ness of their natural ^constitution ; the dangers, 
which might arise from •them in some future time, 
if they should ever happen to be united under one 
head, they existing at present in a state little dif- 
ferent from anarchy ; and he did predict great 
danger from them, and at no very remote period, 

“ if this pjpople be permitted' to grow into matu- 
rity without interruption.” And though he doth 
pretend, that the solicitations of] the heii» apparent . 
of the Mogul, who he says did repeatedly and 
VOL. xii. D d earnestly 
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earnestly solicit him to ci^bitain the permission to 
use the Company's jtroops'for tlie purpose afore- 
said, had weight with him ; yet he doth declare, 
as he expresses Kiimself in the Minute aforesaid, 
that “ a stronger impulse ^ arising from the Iiope 
“ of blasting the growth of a generation, whose 
strength might become fatal to our own, strongly 
“ pleaded in my mind for supporting his vvislics.” 

XXV. 

That the said Warren Hastings, after forcibly 
recommending the plan aforesaid, did state strong- 
objections, that did, “ in his judgment, outweigh 
“ the advantages, which might arise from a coni- 
“ pliance with it.” Yet the said Hastings, being 
determined to pursue his scheme for aggrandizijig, 
at any rate, the Mahratta power, in whose adult 
growth, and the ■ recent effects of it, he could see 
no danger, did pursue the design of war against a 
nation or sect of religion in. its infancy, from whom 
he had received no injui*y, and in whose present 
state of government he did not apprehend any 
mischief whatsoever ; and finding the Council fixed 
and determined on not disbanding the frontier 
regiments, and thinking, that therein he had found 
an advantage, he did ground thereon the following 
proposition : 

“ If the expense [of the frontier troops] is to 
be continued, it may be surely better continued 

“ for 
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for some useful purpose, than to keep up the 
parade of a great military corps, designed merely 
“ to lie inactive in its quarters. On tAis ground 
therefore, and on the supposition premised, I 
“ revert to my original sentiments in favour of 
the prince’s plan ; but as this will require some 
“ qualification in the execution of it, I will state 
“ my recommendation of it in the terms of a pro- 
“ position, viz. that if it shall be the resolution 
“ of the Board to continue the detachment now 
under the command of Colonel Sir John 
“ Cunirning at Furruckabad ; and if the prince 
“ Mirza Jehander Shah shall apply, with the au- 
‘‘ thority of the king, and the concurrence of 
Madajce Scindiay for the assistance of an English 
“ military force to act in conjunction with him, 

“ to expel the Seiks from the territories, of which 
“ they have lately possessed themselves in the 
“ neighbourhood of Delhi, it may be granted, 

“ and such a portion o£ the said detachment allot- 
“ ted to that service as shall be hereafter judged 
“ adequate to it.” . t 

XXVI. 

That the said Warren Hastings did, in the said 
proposal, endeavour to circumvent and overreach 
the Council-General by converting an apparent 
and literal compliance with their resolution into a 
real and substantial opposition to and disappoint- • 
ment thereof. For his first proposal was to 

D d 2 withdraw 



404 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


withdraw the Company’s troops from the Vizier’s 
country on the pretence of relieving him from the 
burthen o/ that establishment, but in reality with 
a view of facilitating the Mahratta pretensions on 
that province, Avhich would then be deprived of 
the means of defence. And when the Council 
rejected the said proposal on the express ground 
of danger to the province by withdrawing from tlie 
Mahrattas the restraint of our troops, the said 
Hastings, finding his first scheme in favour of the 
Mahrattas against the provinces dependent on the 
Company defeated by the refusal of the Council 
to concur in the said measure of withdrawing the 
troops, did then endeavour to obtain the same 
purpose in a different way ; and instead of leaving 
the troops, according to the intention and policy 
of the Council, as a check to the ambition and pro- 
gress of the Mahrattas, he proposed to employ 
them in the actual furtherance of those schemes of 
aggrandizement, of whicl\ his colleagues were 
jealous, and which it was <;he object of their reso- 
lution to counteract. 

XXVII. 

That in the whole of the letters, negotiations, 
proposals, and projects of the said Warren Hast- 
ings, relative to the Mogul, he did appegir to pursue 
but one object, namely, the aggrandizement of 
the lately hostile and always dangerous power of 
the Mahrattas ; and did pursue the same by means 

highly 
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highly dishonourable to the British character for 
honour, justice, candour, plain-dealing modera- 
tion, and humanity. 


XIX. LIBEL ON THE COURT of 
DIRECTORS. 

I. 

THAT Warren Hastings, Esquire, was, during 
the whole of the year 1783, a servant of the East- 
India Company, and was bound by the duties of 
that relation not only to yield obedience to the 
orders of the Court of Directors, but to give to 
the whole of their service an example of submis- 
sion, reverence, and respect to their authority : 
and that if they should in the course of their 
duty call in question an}’^ part of his conduct, he 
was bound to conduoifc his defence with temper 
and decency ; and while his conduct was under 
their consideration, it ‘was not 'allowable to print 
and publish any of his letters to them, without 
their consent first had and obtained ; and he was 
bound by the same principles of duty, enforced 
by still more cogent reasons, to observe, in a paper 
intended for publication, great modesty and mo- 
deration, and to treat the said Court of 'Directors, * 
his lawful masters, with respect. 

1) d 3 


IL That 
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II. 

That the said Warren Hastings did print and 
publish, or cause to be printed and published, at 
Calcutta in Bengal, the narrative of his trans- 
actions at Benares, in a letter written at that place, 
without leave had of the Court of Directors, in 
order to pre-occupy the judgment of the servants 
in that settlement, and to gain from them a fac- 
tious countenance and support, previous to the 
judgment and opinion of the Court of Directors, 
his lawful superiours. 

III. 

That the Court of Directors having come to 
certain resolutions of fact relative to the engage- 
ments subsisting between them and the Rajah of 
Benares, and the manner, in which the same had 
been fulfilled on the part of the Rajah, did, in the 
fifth resolution, which was partly a resolution of 
opinion, declare as follows.; — “ That it appears to 
“ this Court, that the conduct of the Governour- 
“ General towards the Ri*jah, whilst he was at 
“ Benares, was improper; and that the iraprison- 
“ ment of his person, thereby disgracing him in 
“ the eyes of his subjects, and others, was uiiwar- 
“ rantable and highly impolitick, and may tend to 
“ weaken the confidence, which the native princes 
“ of India ought to have in the justice and mo- 
deration of tlie Company’s government.” 

IV. That 
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IV. 

That the said resolutions being transmitted to 
the said Warren Hastings, he, the said Warren 
Hastings, did write, and cause to be printed and 
published, a certain false, insolent, malicious, and 
seditious libel, purporting to be a letter from him, 
the said Warren Hastings, to the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated Fort-William, 20th March 1783, 
calculated [as the Directors truly affirm] to bring 
“ contempt, as well as an odium, on the Court of 
Directors for their conduct on that occasion 
and the said libel had a direct tendency to excite 
a spirit of disobedience to the lawful Government 
of this nation in India through all ranks of their 
service. 

V. 

That he, the said Warren llasrings, among other 
insolent and contumacious charges and .asper- 
sions on the Court of ^Directors, did address them 
in the printed letter aforesaid, as follows : — “ I 
“ deny, that Rajah Cl/eit Sing \vas a native prince 
“ of India. Cheit Sing is the son of a collector 
of the reA’^enue of that province, which his arts, 
“ and the misfortunes of his master, enabled him 
“ to convert to a permanent and hereditary pos- 
“ session. This man, whom you have thus ranked 
“ among th( princes of India, will be astonished,* 
“ when he hears it, at an ’elevation so urilooked, 
‘‘ for ; nor less at tlie independent rights, which 

* n i> 4 * “ your 
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“ your commands have assigned him ; rights, which 
are so foreign to his conceptions, that I doubt 
“ whether he will know in what language to assert 
“ them ; unless the example, which you have 
“ thought it co7isistent with justice, however oppo- 
“ site to policy to show, of becoming his advocates 
against your own interests, should inspire any of 
“ your own servants to he his advisers and instruxi- 
“ tors," And he did further, to bring into con- 
tempt tlie authority of the Company, and to excite 
a resistance to their lawful orders, frame a suppo- 
sition, that the Court of Directors had intended the 
restoration of the Rajah of Benares ; and on that 
ground did presume in the said libel to calumniate, 
ill disrespectful and contumelious terms, the policy 
of the Court of Directors, as well as the person, 
whom he did conceive to be the object of their 
protection, as followeth : — “ Of the consequences 
“ of such a policy, I forbear to speak. ^lost 
“ happily the wretch, whose^ hopes may he excited 
by the appearances in Uis favour, is ill qualified 
“ to avail himself ff them, and the force, which is 
“ stationed in the Province of Benares, is sufficient 
‘ ‘ to suppress any symptoms of internal sedition ; 
“ but it cannot fail to create distrust and suspense 
“ in the minds both of the rulers and of the people, 
“ and such a state is always productive of dis- 
“ order.. ‘But it is not in this partial considera- 
“ tion, that I dread the eflects of your commands ; 

‘ it is in your proclaimed indisposition against 

“ the 
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the first executive member of your firet Govern- 
** ment in India. I almost shudder at the re- 
“ flection of what might have happened, hhd these 
“ denunciations against your own minister, in fa- 
“ vour of a man universally considered in this 
** part of the world as Justly attainted for his 
**■ crimes, the. murderer of your servants and sol- 
“ diers, and the rebel to your authority, arrived 
“ two months earlier.” 

VI. 

That the said Warren Hastings did also pre- 
sume to censure and asperse the Court of Directors 
for the moderate terms, in which the^’^ had ex- 
pressed their displeasure against him, as putting 
him under the necessity of stating in his defence a 
strong accusation against himself; and as implying 
in the said Court a consciousness, that he was not 
guilty of the offences charged upon him, being, as 
he asserts, in the resolutions of the Court of Di- 
rectors, “ arraigned ancj. prejudged of a violation 
“ of national faith in Itcts of such complicated 
“ aggravation^ that, if they were* true, no punish- 
“ ment SHORT OF DEATH could atone for 
“ the injury, which the interest and credit of the 
Publick had sustained in them and he did 
therefore cejisure the said Court for applying no 
stronger or more criminating epithets than those 
of “ improper, unwarrantable, and highly jinpo- 
iitick,” to an offence so by them charged, and by 
him described. And though it be true, that the 

expressions 
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expressions aforesaid are much too reserved for 
the purpose of duly characterizing the offences of 
the said Hastings, yet was it in him most indecent 
to libel the Court of Directors for the same ; and 
liis implication, from the tenderness of the epithets 
and descriptions aforesaid used towards him, was 
not only indecent, but ungrounded, ipalicious, and 
scandalous ; he having himself highly, though 
truly, aggravated “ the charge of the injuries done 
“ by him to the Rajah of Benares,” in order to 
bring the said J^irectors into contempt and sus- 
picion ; the paragraphs in the said libel being as 
follow : “ Here 1 must crave leave to say, that 

“ the terms ‘ improper, unwarrantable, and highly 
impolitick,’ are much too gentle, as deductions 
from such premises ; and as every reader of the 
“ latter will obviously feel, as he reads, the deduc- 
“ tions, which ..inevitably belong to them, I will 
“ add, that the strict performance of solemn en- 
“ gagements on one part^, followed by acts directly 
“ subversive of them, tand by total dispossession 
‘‘ on the other, ‘Stamps on the perpetrators of the 
“ latter the guilt of the greatest possible violation 
“ of faith and justice.” — “ There is an appearance 
“ of tenderness in this deviation from plain con- 
“ struction, of which, however mearQt, I have a 
right to complain ; because it imposes on me 
“ the necessity of framing the terms of the accu- 
“ sation against myself, which yofi have only not 

“ made 
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“ made, hut have stated the leading arguments to 
‘‘ it so strongly, that no one, who reads these, can 
“ avoid making it, or not know it to hAve been 
“ intended."'^ 

VII. 

That the said Hastings, being well aware, that 
his own declarations did contain the clearest con- 
demnation of his own conduct from his own pen, 
did, in the said libel, attempt to overturn, frustrate, 
and render of none effect, all the proofs to be 
given of prevarication, contradiction, and of oppo- 
sition of action to principle, which can be used 
against men in public trust, and did contend, that 
the same could not be used against him ; and, as 
if false assertions could be justified by factious 
motives, he did endeavour, to do away the autho- 
rity of his owm deliberate, recorded declarations, 
entered by him in writbuj on the eouncil-books of 
the Presidency ; for, after asserting, hut not at- 
tempting to prove, that lvi« declarations were con- 
sistent with his conduct, Ife writes in the said libel 
as follows : for “ were it*otherwise, they w^ere not 
“ to be made the rules of my conduct; and God 
“ forbid, that every expression dictated by the 
“ impulse of present emergency, and unpremedi- 
‘ ‘ tatedly uttered in the heat of party contention, 
“ should impose upon me the obligation of a fixed 
“ principle, and be applied to every Variable 
“ occasion.” 


VIII. That 
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VIIL 

That * the said Hastings, in order to draw the 
lawful dependence of the servants of the Company 
from the Court of Directors to a factious depen- 
dence on himself, did, in the libel aforesaid, treat 
the acts and appointments of their undoubted au- 
thority, when exercised in opposition to his ar- 
bitrary will, as ruinous to their affairs, in the 
following terms : “It is as well known to the 
“ Indian world, as to the Court of English pro- 
“ prietors, that the first declaratory instruments 
“ of the dissolution of my influence, in the year 
“ 1774, were Mr. John Bristow and Mr. Francis 
Fowke. By 3 '^our ancient and known constitu- 
“ tion the Governour has been ever held forth 
“ and understood to possess the ostensible powers 
of Government ; all the correspondence with 
“ foreign princes is conducted in his name ; and 
“ every person resident with them for the manage- 
“ merit of your politicaF concerns is understood to 
“ be more especmlly his representative, and of his 
choice — and such ought to be the rule ; for how 
“ otherwise can they trust an agent nominated 
“ against the wdll of his principal ? When the 
“ state of this administration was suoh as seemed 
“ to admit of the appointment of Mr. Bristow to 
“ the Residency of Lucknow without much dimi- 
“ nation of my own" influence , 1 gladly seized the 


occasion 
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** occasion to show my readiness to submit to 
‘‘ your commands : I proposed his nomination ; 
“ he was nominated and declared to be the agent 
of my oxen choice. Even this effect of my 
caution is defeated by your absolute comxnand 
'"'■ for his re-appointment independent of me, and 
“ xvith the supposition, that I should be adverse to it. 
“ — I am now wholly deprived of my official 
“ powers both in the Province of Oude, and in 
“ the Zemindarry of Benares.” 

IX. 

That, further to emancipate others and himself 
from due obedience to the Court of Directors, he 
did, in the libel aforesaid, enhance his services ; 
which, without specification or proof, he did sup- 
pose in the said libel to be important and valuable, 
by representing them as done u,>ider their dis- 
pleasure ; and doth attribute his not having done 
more to their opposition^ as followeth : — “ It is 
now a complete period*of eleven years since 1 
“ first received the first.noininal .charge of your 
“ affairs ; in the course of it I have invariably had 
“ to contend not with ordinary difficulties, but 
“ such as most unnatwrally arose from the op- 
‘ ‘ position ofdhose very poxvers, from which I pri- 
“ xnarily derived my axithoxity, and which were 
“ required for the support of it. My exertions, 
“ though applied to an unvaried and consistent 

‘‘ line 
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“ line of action, have been occasional and desiil- 
tory ; yet I please myself with the hope, that 
“ in the annals of your dominion, which shall be 
“ written after the extinction of recent prejudices, 
“ this term. of its administration will appear not 
the least conducive to the interests of the Com- 
f ‘ pany, nor the least reflective of the honour of 
“ the British name ; and allow me to suggest the 
instructive reflection of what good might have 
“ heen done, and what evil prevented, had due sup- 
port been given to that adminwtration, which has 
“ performed such eminent and substantial services 
“ without it." 

And the said Hastings, further to render the 
authority of the said Court perfectly contemptible, 
doth, in a strain of exultation for his having escaped 
out of a measure, in which by his guilt he had 
involved the Qpmpany in a ruinous war, and out 
of which it had escaped by a sacrifice of almost all 
the teritorries before accpiired (from that enemy, 
which he had made) ^either by war, or former 
treaties, and by . the abandoning the Company’s 
allies to their mercy, attribute the said supposed 
services to his acting in sucli a manner as had on 
former occasions excited their displeasure, in the 
following words : , 

“ Pardon, honourable Sirs, this digressive exul- 
“ tations I cannot suppress the pride, which I feel 
in this successful achievement of a measure 

“ so 
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“ SO fortunate for your interests, and the national 

“ honour ; for that pride is the source of my zeal, 

“ so frequently exerted in your support, ai/d never 

‘‘ more happily than in those instances, in which 

“ 1 have departed from the prescribed and heate^i 

path of action, and assumed a responsibility, 

“ which has tpo frequently drawn on me the most 

pointed effects cf your displeasure. But however 

“ I may yield to my private feelings in thus en- 

“ larging on the subject, my motive in introducing 

“ it was immediately connected with its context, 

“ and was to contrast the actual state of your 

“ political affairs, derived from a happier influence, 

with that, rvhich might have attended an earlier 

dissolution of it:'' and he did value himself 

upon “ the patience and tem[>er, with which he 

‘‘ had submitted to all tlie indignities, which have 

“ been heaped upon him [meaniyg by the said 

Court of Directors] in this long service and 

he did insolentlv attribute to an unusual strain of 

•/ • 

zeal for their service, thaff he persevered in the 
“ VIOLENT ]V1A1NT.ENANC\E OF HIS 
‘‘ OFFICE.” 

X. 

That in order further to excite the spirit of dis- 
obedience in, the Company’s servants to the lawful 
authority set over them, he the said W arren Hast- 
ings did treat contemptuously and irouioally the 
supposed disposition of the Company’s servants to 

obey 
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ob^y the orders of the Court of Directors, in the 
words following : “the recall of Mr. Markham, 
“ who Was known to be the public agent of my 
“ own nomination at Benares, and the re-appoint- 
“ ment of Mr. Francis Fowke by your order, coii- 
“ tained in the same letter, would place it [the 

restoration of Cheit Sing] beyond a doubt. This 
‘ ‘ order has been obeyed ; and whenever you shall he 
‘ ‘ pleased to order the restoration of Cheit Sing, 1 
“ will venture to promise the same ready and exact 
'‘^ submission in the other members of the Council ; ' 
and he did, in the postscript of the said letter, and 
as on recollection, endeavour to make a reparation 
of honour to his said colleagues, as if his expres- 
sions aforesaid had arisen from animosity to them, 
as follows : “ upon a careful revisal of what I have 
“ written, I fear, that an expression, which I have 
“ used, respccjting the probable conduct of tlie 
“ Board, in the event of orders being received fur 
“ the restoration of Cheit Sing, may be construed 
“ as intimating a sense of dissatisfaction, applied to 
“ transactions already past. — It is not my inten- 
“ tion to complain of any one.” 

XL 

That the said Hastings, in the acts of injury 
aforesaid to the Rajah of Benares, did assume and 
arrogates to himself an illegal authority therein, and 
did maintain, that the acts done in consequence of 

that 
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that measure were not revocable by any suj^se- 
quent authority, in the following words : “if you 
“ should proceed to order the restoration ‘of Cheit 
“ Sing to the Zemindary, from which, hy the powers, 

“ which I legally possessed, and conceive myself- 
“ legally hound to assert against any subsequent 
“ authority to the contrary, derived from the sajne 
“ common source, he was dispossessed for crimes of 
“ the greatest enormity, andyour Council shall re- 
“ solve to execute the order, I will instantly give 
“ up my station and the service.” 

XII. 

That the said Warren Hastings did attempt to 
justify his publication of the said libellous letter to 
and against the Court of Directors by asserting 
therein, that these resolutions [meaning the reso 
lutions of the Court of Directors^ relative to the 
Rajah of Benares] “ were either published, or in- 
“ tended for publication j” evidently prvoing, that 
he did take this unwarrantable course without any 
sufficient assurance, that the grou.nd and motive by’^ 
him assigned liad any existence. 


VOL. XII. 


II e 
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XX. MAHRATTA WAR, and PEACE, 


I. 

THAT by an Act passed in 1773 it was ex- 
pressly ordered and provided, “ that it should not 
“ be lawful for any President and Council at Ma- 
“ dras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the time being, 
“ to make any orders for commencing hostilities^ 
“ or declaring or making war, against any Indian 
princes or povrers, or for negotiating or conclud- 
“ ing any treaty of peace, or other treaty, with any 
“ such Indian princes or powers, without the con- 
“ sent and approbation of the Governour-Gcneral 
“ and Council first had and obtained, except in 
such cases of imminent necessity as would ren- 
‘‘ der it dangerous to postpone such hostilities or 
“ treaties, until the orders from the Governour- 
“ General and Council might arrive.” — That ne- 
vertheless the President and Council of Bombay 
did, in December 1774, without the consent and 
approbation of the Governour-General and Coun- 
cil of Fort- William, and in the midst of profound 
peace, commence an unjust and unprovoked war 
against the Mahratta Government ; did conclude a 
treaty with a certain person, a fugitive from that 

government. 
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government, and proscribed by it, named Rago- 
naut Row, or Ragoba ; and did, under various base 
and treacherous pretences, invade and coriquer the 
island of Salsette, belonging to the Mahratta Go- 
vernment. 

11 . 

* 

That Warren Hastings, on the first advices re- 
ceived in Bengal of the above transactions, did 
condemn tlie same in the strongest terms ; declar- 
ing, that ‘‘ the measures adopted by the Presidency 
of Bombay had a tendency to a very extensive 
and indefinite scene of troubles ; and that their 
conduct was unseasonable, impolitick, unjust, and 

“ unauthorized.” And the Governour-General 

and Council, in order to put a stop to the said un- 
just hostilities, did appoint an ambassadour to the 
Pesliwa or Chief of tlie Mahratta State, resident at 
Poona; and the said ambassadourdid, after a long 
negotiation, conclude a definitive treaty of peace 
with the said Pcvshwa on." terms highly honourable 
and beneficial to the East-India Company, who by 
the said treaty obtained ^rom the ‘Mahrattas a ces- 
sion of considerable tracts of country, the Mahratta 
share of the city of Broach, twelve lacks of rupees 
for the expenses of the said unjust war, and parti- 
cularly the 4sland of Salsette, of which the Presi- 
dency of Bombay had possessed themselves by^ 
surprise and treachery ; that in return Tor ■ these 
extraordinary concessions, the articles principally 

K e 2 insisted 
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insisted on by the Mahrattas, with a view to their 
own future tranquillity and internal quiet, were, 
that no ahsistance should be given to any subject or 
servant of the Peshwa, that should cause disturb- 
ances or rebellion in the Mahratta dominions, and 
particularly that the English should not assist JRa- 
gonaut Row, to whom the Mahrattg.s agreed to 
allow five lacks of rupees a year, or a Jaghire to 
tliat amount, and that he should reside at Benares ; 
tliat nevertheless the Presidency of Bombay did 
receive and keep Ragonaut Row at Bombay, did 
furnish Iiim with a considerable establishment, and 
continue to carry on secret intrigues and negotia- 
tions with him, thereby giving just ground of jea- 
lousy and distrust to the Mahratta State ; that the 
late Colonel John Upton, by whom the treaty of 
Poorunder was negotiated and concluded, did 
declare to the ♦Governour-General and Council, 
“ that while Ragonaut Row resides at Boinbaj^ 
“ in expectation of being. supported, the ministers 
“ can place no confidenf?e in the Council there ; 
“ which must now be productive of the greatest 
“ inconveniencies, and perhaps in the end of fatal 
“ consequences.” That the said Warren Hastings, 
concurring with his Council, which then consisted 
of Sir John Clavering, Richard Barwell, and Philip 
Francis, Esquires, did, on the ISthof August 1777, 
declare to the Presidency of Bombay, that “ he 
“ could see no reason to doubt, that the presence of 

“ Ragoba 
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“ Ragoba at Bombay would continue to be an 
“ insuperable bar to the completion of the treaty 
“ concluded with the Mahratta Government; nor 
“ could any sincere cordiality and good under- 
“ standing be established with them, as long as he 
‘‘ should appear to derive encouragement and sup- 
“ port from the English.” That Sir John Claver- 
ing died soon after, and that the late Edward 
Wheler, Esquire, succeeded to a seat in the Su- 
preme Council. That on the 29th of January 
1778, the Governour-General and Council re- 
ceived a letter from the Presidency of Bombay, 
dated I2th December 1777, in which tliey de- 
clared, “ that they had agreed to give encourage- 
“ irient to a party formed in Ragoba’s favour, and 
“ flattered themselves they should meet with the 
“ hearty concurrence of the Governour-General 
and Council in the measures they might be 
“ obliged to pursue in consequence.” That the 
party so described was said to consist of four prin- 
cipal persons in the Mahratta State, on whose part 
some overtures had been made- to Mr. William 
Lewis, the Resident of Bombay, at Poona, for the 
assistance of the Company to bring liagoba to Poona. 
That the said Warren Hastings, immediately on 
the receipt of the preceding advices, did propose 
and carry it in Council, by means of his casting 
voice, and against the remonstrances, arguments, 
and solemn protest of two members of the Supreme 

12 e 3 Council, 
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Council, that tlie sanction of that Government 
should be given to the plan, which the President 
and CouAcil of Bombay had agreed to form with 
the Mahratta Government ; and also, that a supply 
of money (to the amount of ten lacks of rupees) 
should be immediately granted to the President 
and Council of Bombay for the support of their 
engagements above mentioned ; and also that a mi- 
litary force should be sent to the Presidency of 
Bombay. That in defence of these resolutions the 
said Warren Hastings did falsely pretend and 
affirm, “ that the resolution of the Presidency of 
“ Bombay was formed on such a case of imminent 
necessity as would have rendered it dangerous 
“ to postpone the execution of it until the orders 
“ from the Governour-General and Council might 
“ arrive ; and that the said Presidency of Bombay 
“ were warranted by the treaty of T*oorunder to 
“ join in a plan for conducting Ragonaut Row to 
“ Poona on the application , of the ruling part of the 
“Mahratta State;” wheVeas the main object of 
the said treaty on* the part*of the Mahrattas, and 
to obtain which they made many important conces- 
sions to the India Company, was, that the English 
should withdraw their forces, and give no assistance 
to Ragoba, and that he should be excluded for ever 
from any share in their Government, being a person 
universally held in abhorrence in the Mahratta Em- 
j)ire ; and if it had been true (instead of being, as 

it 
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it was, notoriously false) that the ruliny part of the 
administration of the Mahratta State solicited the 
return of Ragonaut Row to Poona, his, return in 
that case might have been effected by acts of their 
own, without the interposition of the English power, 
and without our interference in their affairs. That 
it was the special duty of the said Warren Hastings, 
derived from a special trust reposed in him, and 
power committed to him by parliament, to have 
restrained, as by law he had authority to do, the 
subordinate Presidency of Bombay from entering 
into hostilities with the Mahrattas, or from making- 
engagements, the manifest tendency of which was 
to enter into those hostilities, and to have put a 
stop to them, if any such had been begun. That 
he was bound by the duty of his office to preserve 
the faitli of the British (lovernment, pledged in 
the treaty of Poorimder, inviolate and sacred, as 
well as by the special orders and instructions of the 
East-India Company to Jix his attcntioii to thb pre- 
sercatioH of peace tkrouylwout India; all which im- 
portant duties the said Warren JLlastings did wil- 
fully violate, in giving the sanction of the Covernour- 
General and Council to the dangerous, faithless, 
and ill-concerted projects of the President and 
Council of ^Bombay hereinbefore mentioned, from 
which the subse(|uent Mahratta war, with all the 
expense, distress, and disgraces, which • have at- 
tended it, took their coinmeijcement ; and that the 

E e 4 said 
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said Warren Hastings therefore is specially and 
principally answerable for the said war, and for all 
the, consequences thereof. That in a letter dated 
the 20th of January 1778, the President and 
Council of Bombay informed the Governour- 
General and Council, that in consequence of later 
intelligence received from Poona, they had imme- 
diately resolved, that nothing further could he done 
unless Saccaram J3aboo, the principal in the late 
treaty (of Poorunder), joined in making a formal 
application to them. That no such application was 
ever made by that person. That the said Warren 
Hastings finding, that all this pretended ground for 
engaging in an invasion of the Mahratta Govern- 
ment had totally failed, did then pretend to give 
credit to, and to be greatly alarmed by, the sug- 
gestions of the President and Council of Bombay, 
that the Mahrattas were negotiating with the 
French, and had agreed to give them the port of 
Choul, on the Malabar coast, and did affirm, that 
the French had obtained . possession of that port ; 
that all these suggestions and assertions were false ; 
and if they had been true, would have furnished no 
just occasion for attacking either the Mahrattas or 
the French, with both of whom the British nation 
was then at peace : — that the said Warren Hastings 
did then propose and carry the following resolution 
in Council, against the protest of two members 
thereof, that, “ for the j)urpose of granting you 

(the 
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“ (t!ic* Presidency of Bombay) the most effectual 
support in our power, we have resolved to as- 
semble a strong military force near Cal^ce, the 
“ commanding officer of which is to be ordered to 
march, by the most practicable routes, to Bombay, 
“ or to such other places as future occurrences, 
“ and your directions to him, may render it expe- 
“ dient.” And with respect to the steps said to 
be taking hy the French to obtain a settlement on the 
Malabar coasts the said Warren Hastings did de- 
clare to the Presidency of Bombay, ‘‘ that it was 
“ the opinion of the Governour-General and 
“ Council, that no time ought to be lost in forming 
“ and carrying into execution such measures as 
“ might most effectually tend to frustrate such 

“ dangerous designs that the said Warren 

Hastings therefore, instead of fixing his attention 
to the preservation of peace throughout India, as 
it was his duty to have done, did continue to abet, 
encourage, and support i;he dangerous projects of 
the Presidency of Bombay, and did thereby mani- 
fest a determined intention to disturb the peace of 
India, by the unfortunate success of which intention, 
and by the continued efforts of the said Hastings, 
the greater part of India has been for several 3’^ears 
involved in. a bloody and calamitous war. That 
both the Court of Directors and Court of Propri- 
etors did specially instruct the said Wari»en Hast- 
ings, in all his measures, “ to inake the safety and 

prosperity 



426 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


28 May 
1782. 
16 Dec. 

1775 


“ prosperity of Bengal his principal object/’ and 
did heavily censure the said Warren Hastings for 
haiVing eaiployed their troops at a great distance 
from Bengal in a war against the Rohillas, which 
the House of Commons have pronounced to be 
iniquitous^ and did on that occasion expressly de- 
clare, that they disapproved of all such distant 
“ expeditions as might eventually carry their forces 
“ to any situation too remote to admit of their 
speedy and safe return to the protection of their 
own provinces, in case of emergency.” That the 
said Warren Hastings nevertheless ordered a de- 
tachment from the Bengal array to cross the Jumna, 
and to proceed across the Peninsula by a circuitous 
route through the Diamond country of Bundle 
Cund, and through the dominions of the Rajah of 
Berar, situated in the centre of Hindostan, and did 
thereby strip tin? provinces subject to the Govern- 
ment of Fort-William of a considerable part of 
their established defence, and did thereby disobey 
the general instructions, and positive orders of the 
Court of Directors (given upon occasion of a crime 
of the same nature committed by the said Hast- 
ings), and was guilty of a high crime and mis- 
demeanor. 

That the said Warren Hastings, having taken the 
measures hereinbefore described for supporting 
those of the Presidency of Bombay, did, on the 
23d of March 1778, “ invest the said Presidency 

with 
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‘‘ with authority to form a new alliance wi^h Ra- 
“ goba, and to engage with him in any scheme, 
“ which they should deem expedient ancb safe for 
‘‘ retrieving his affairs.” That the said Hastings 
was then in possession of a letter from the Court 
of Directors, dated the 4th of July 1777, contain- 
ing a positive order to the presidency of Bombay, 
in the following words : ‘ ^ though that treaty (mean- 
“ ing the treaty of Poorunder) is not, upon the 
“ whole, so agreeable to us as w’^e could wish, still 
“ we are resolved strictly to adhere to it on our 
parts. You must therefore be particularly vigi- 
lant, while Ragoba is with you, to prevent him 
“ from forming any plan against what is called the 
“ ministerial party at Poona; and we hereby posi- 
“ tively order you not to engage with him in any 
“ scheme whatever in retrieving his affairs, without 
“ the consent of the Govemonr-General and 
“ Council, or the Court of Directors.” That the 
said Ragoba neither diji nor could form any plan 
for his restoration but wh&t was and must be against 
the ministerial party at Poona, w4io held and exer- 
cised the regency of that state in the infancy of the 
Peshwa ; and that, supposing him to have formed 
any other scheme, in conjunction with Bombay, for 
retrieving his affairs, the said Hastings, in giving 
a previous general authority to the Presidency of 
Bombay to engage with Ragoba in any sehepie for 
that purpose, without knowing what such scheme 

might 
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might be^and thereby relinquishing and transferring 
to the discretion of a subordinate government that 
superintendence and control over all measures 
tending to create or provoke a war, which the law 
had exclusively vested in the Govemour-General 
and Council, was guilty of a high crime and misde- 
meanor. That the said Warren Hastings, having 
first declared, that the measures taken by him w'ere 
for the support of the engagements made by the 
Presidency of Bombay in favour of Ragoba, did 
afterwards, when it appeared, that those negotiations 
were entirely laid aside, declare, that his apprehen- 
sion of the consequence of a pretended intrigue 
between the Mahrattas and the French was the sole 
motive of all the late measures taken for the support 
of the Presidency of Pombay ; but that neither of 
the preceding declarations contained tlie true mo- 
tives and object, s of the said Hastings, whose real 
purpose, as it appeared soon after, was to make use 
of the superiority of the ^British power in India to 
carry on offensive wars, and to pursue schemes of 
conquest, irnpolitick and unjust in their design, ill- 
concerted in the execution, and which, as this House 
has resolved, have brought great calamities on India, 
and enormous expenses on the Past- India Company. 
That the said Warren Hastings, on the.22d of June 
1778, made the following declaration in Council : 
“ much dess can 1 agree, that, with such superiour 
“ advantages as we possess over every Power, 

“ which 
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“ which can oppose us, we should act merely on the 
defensive. On the contrary, if it be really true, 
“ that the British arms and influence hav^ suffered 
“ so severe a check in the Western world, it is more 
“incumbent on those, who are changed with the 
“interests of Great Britain in the East, to exert 
themselves for the retrieval of the ftational loss. 
“We have the means in our power, and if they 
“ are not frustrated by our own dissensions, I trust, 
“ that the event of this expedition will yield every 
“ advantage, for the attainment of which it was 
“ undertaken.'" That in pursuance of the principles 
avow^ed in tlie preceding declaration, the said War- 
ren Hastings, on the 9th of July 1778, did propose 
and carry it in Council, that an embassy should be 
sent from Bengal to Moodajee Boosla, the Rajah 
of Berar, falsely asserting, that the said Rajah 
“ was, by interest and inclination^ likely to join in 
“ an alliance with the British Government ; and 
“ suggesting, that two advantages might be offered 
“ to him, as the inducements to it : first, the sup- 
“ port of his pretensioigs to th^ sovereign power 
“ [viz. of the Mahratta Empire] ; second, the re- 
“ covery of the captures made on his dominions 
“ by Nizam Ally.” That the said Hastings, having 
already given full authority to the Presidency of 
Bombay to engage the British faith to Ragonaut 
Row to support him in his pretensions to the 
government or to the regency of the Mahratta 

Empire, 
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Empire, was guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor 
in proposing to engage the same British faith to 
support lihe pretensions of another competitor for 
the same object ; and that in offering to assist the 
Rajah of Ber^rto recover the captures made on his 
dominions by the Nizam, the said Hastings did 
endeavour, as far as depended on him, to engage 
the British nation in a most unjust and utterly 
unprovoked war against the said Nizam, between 
whom and the East-India Company a treaty of 
peace and friendship did then subsist, unviolated 
on his part ; notwithstanding the said Hastnigs 
well knew, that it made part of the East-India 
Company’s fundamental policy to support that 
prince against the Mahrattas, and to cojisider him 
as one of the few remaining chiefs, who were yet 
capable of coping with the Mahrattas ; and that it 
was the Company’s true interest to preserve a good 
understanding with him. That by holding out such 
offers to the Rajah of Berar, the said Hastings pro- 
fessed to hope, that the Rujah would ardeiitly catch 
at the objects preseiited to kisjambition ; and althoiigli 
the said Hastings did about this time lay it down 
as a maxim, that there is always a greater advan- 
tage in receiving solicitations than hi making ad- 
vances, he nevertheless declared to the gaid Rajah, 
that in the whole of his conduct he had departed from 
the common line of policy, and had made advances 
where others in his situation would have waited for 

solicitation ; 
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solicitatio7i ; that the said unjust and dangerous 
projects did not take effect, because the Rajah of 
Berar refused to join or be concerned tficBein ; yet 
so earnest was the said Hastings for the execution 
of those projects, that in a subsequent letter he 
daringly and treacherously assured the Rajah, 
“ that if he Jiad accepted of the terms* offered him 
‘‘ by Colonel Goddard, and concluded a treaty 
“ with the Government of Bengal upon them, he 
“ should have held the obligation of it superiour to 
“ that of any engagement formed by the Govern- 
“ nient of Bombay, and should have thought it 
his duty to maintain it, &c. against every con- 
“ sideration eveii of the most valuable interests and 
“ safety of the English possessions intrusted to his 
charged That all the offers of the said Hast- 
ings were rejected with slight and contempt by the 
Rajah of Berar; but the same being discovered, and 
generally known throughout India, did fill the chief 
of the princes and statues of India with a general 
suspicion and distrust of the ambitious designs and 
treacherous principles of the British Government, 
and with an universal hatred of the British nation ; 
that the said princes and states were thereby so 
thoroughly convinced of the necessity of uniting 
amongst themselves to oppose a power, which kept 
no faith with any of them, and equally threatened 
them all, that renouncing all former enmities against 
each other, they united in a •common confederacy 

against 
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against the English ; viz. the Peshwa, as repre- 
sentative of the Mahratta State, and Moodajee 
Boosla, the Rajah of Berar, that is, the principal 
Hindoo powers of India, on one side ; and Hyde’r 
Ally, and the, Nizam of the Decan, that is, the prin- 
cipal Mahommedan powers of India, on the other ; 
and that in *conseqiience of this confederacy Hyder 
Ally invaded, over-ran, and ruined the Carnatic ; 
and that Moodajee Boosla, instead of ardently 
catching at the objects presented to his ambition by 
the said Hastings, sent an army to the frontiers of 
Bengal ; which army the said Warren Hastings 
was at length forced to buy off' with twenty-six 
lacks of rupees, or £300,000 sterling, after a series 
of negotiations with the Mahratta Chiefs, who 
commanded that army, founded and conducted 
on principles so dishonourable to the British name 
and character, Jhat the Secret Committee of the 
House of Commons, by whom the rest of the pro- 
ceedings in that business were reported to the House, 
have upon due consideration thought it proper to 
leave out the letter of instructions to Mr. Anderson^ 
viz. those given by the said Warren Hastings to 
the representative of the British Government ; and 
concerning which the said Committee have reported 
in the following terms : — “ Tiic schem/ 3 s of policy, 
“ b^’^ which the Governour-General seems to have 
“ dictated the instructions he gave to Mr. Anderson 
“ [the gentleman deputed] will also appear in this 

“ document, 
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“ document, as well respecting the particular suc- 
“ cession to the Rauje, as also the mode of accom- 
“ modatingthe demand of Chout, the estaiblishment 
“ of which was apparently the great aim of Mooda- 
“ jee’s ]>olitical manceuvres, while the Governour- 
General’s wish to defeat it was avowedly more 
‘‘ intent on the removal of a nominal disgrace, 
than on the anxiety or resolution to be free from 
‘‘ an expensive, if an unavoidable encumbrance.” 

That while the said Warren Hastings was endea- 
vouring to persuade the Rajah of Berar to engage 
with him in a scheme to place the said Rajah at 
the head of the Maliratta empire, the I’residency 
of Bombay, by virtue of the powers specially vested 
in tliem for that purpose by the said Hastings, did 
really engage with Ragonaut Row, the other com- 
petitor for the same object, and sent a great part 
of their military force established for the defence of 
Bombay, on an expedition with Ragonaut Row, to 
invade the dominions of. the Peshwa, and to* take 
Poona, the capital thereftf ; that this army being 
surrounded and overpowered by the Mahrattas was 
obliged to capitulate ; and then, through tlie mo- 
deration of the Mahrattas, was permitted to return 
(juietly, but, vertj disgracefully^ to Bombay. That, 
supposing ihe said Warren Hastings could have 
been justified in abandoning the project of rein- 
stating Ragonaut Row, which he at first authorized, 
and promised to support, and in preferring a 
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scheme to place the Rajah of Berar at the head 
of the Mahratta empire, he was bound by his 
duty, as well as in justice to the Presidency of 
Bombay, to give that Presidency timely notice of 
such his intention, and to have restrained them 
positively from resuming their own project; that on 
the contrary ‘the said Warren Hastings did, on the 
17th of August 1778, again authorize the said Pre- 
sidency “ to assist Ragoba with a military force to 
“ conduct him to Poona, and to establish him in 
“ the regency there and, so far from communi- 
cating his change of plan to Bombay, did keep it con- 
cealed from that Presideiicv, insomuch that, even so 
late as the IDth of February 1779, William Hornby, 
then Governour of Bombay, declared in Council 
his total ignorance of the schemes of the said- 
Hastings, in the following terms : “ the schemes of 
the Governour-Gencral and Council, with regard 
“ to the Rajah of Berar, being get unknown, to ns, it 
is impossible for us to ,found any measures on 
them ; yet I cannot help now observing, tliat if, 
“ as has been conjectured., the gentlemen of that 
“ Presidency have entertained thoughts of restoring, 
“ in his person, the ancient Rajah government, the 
“ attempt seems likely to be attended with no 
“ small difficulty that whereas the s^id Warren 
Hastings did repeatedly affirm, that it was his 
intentjon*to support the plan formed by the Presi- 
dency of Bombay in favour of Ragoba, and did 
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repeatedly authorize and encourage them to pursue 
it, he did nevertheless, at the same time, in his 
letters and declarations to the Peshvv*a, to the 
Nizam, and to the Rajah of Berar, falsely and 
perfidiously affirm, that it never was* nor h designed 
by the English i'hiefs to give support to Magonaut 
How ; that he^ Hastings, had no idea of supporting 
Ragonaut Row ; and that the detachment he had 
sent to Bombay was solely to awe the French, without 
the least design to assist Ragonaut Roiv ; that sup- 
posing it to have been the sole professed intention 
of the said Hastings, in sending an army across 
India, to protect Bombay against a French invasion, 
even that pretence was false, and used only to cover 
the real design of the said Hastings, viz. to engage 
in projects of war and conquest with the Rajah of 
Berar. That on the 11th of October 1778 he 
informed the said Rajah, “ that, the detachment 
“ would soon arrive in his territories, and depend 
“ on him Moodajee Jloosla for its subsequent 
“ operations that on fhe 7th of December 1778 
the said Hastings revoked the powers he had before 
given * to the Presidency of Bombay over the de- 
tachment, declaring, that the event of Colonel 
Goddard’s negotiation with the Rajah of Berar was 
likely to cause a very speedy and essential change in 
the design and operations of the detachment ; and 
that on the 4th of March 1779 the said Hastings, 
immediately after receiving advice of the defeat of 
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the Bombay army near Poona, and when Bombay, 
if at any time, particularly required to be protected 
ag*ainst a French invasion, did declare in Council, that 
he wished for the return of the detachment to Berar, 
and dreaded ta hear of its proceeding to the Malabar 
coast ; and therefore, if the said Hastings did not 
think, that Bombay was in danger of being attacked 
by the French, he was guilty of repeated falsehoods 
in affirming the contrary for the purpose of cover- 
ing a criminal design ; or, if he thought that Bom- 
bay was immediately threatened with that danger, 
he then was guilty of treachery in ordering an 
army, necessary on that supposition to the imme- 
diate defence of Bombay, to halt in Berar, to 
depend on the Rajah of l^erar for its subsequent 
operations, or on the event of a negotiation with that 
prince, which, as the said Hastings declared, teas 
likely to cause a very speedy and essential change in 
the design and operations of the detachment ; and 
finally in declaring, that he dreaded to hear of the 
said detachments proceeding to the Malabar coasts 
whither he ought to have o^'dered it without dela^^ 
if, as he has solemnly affirmed, it wastrue,that he had 
been told by the highest authority ^ that a powerful 
armament had been prepared in France^ the first 
object of which was an attack upon Bombay; and 
that he knew with moral certainty, that all the 
powers of the adjacent continent were ready to join 
the invasion. 


That 
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That through the whole of these transactions 
the said Warren Hastings has been guilty of conti- 
nued falsehood, fraud, contradiction, and* duplicity, 
highly dishonourable to the character of tlie British 
nation ; that, in consequence of the*unjust and ill- 
concerted schemes of the said Hastings, the British 
arms, heretofore respected in India, have suffered 
repeated disgraces, and great calamities have been 
thereby brought upon India ; and that the said 
Warren Hastings, as well in exciting and promoting 
the late unprovoked and unjustifiable w’ar against 
the Mahrattas, as in the conduct thereof, has been 
guilty of sundry high crimes, and misdemeanors. 

That by the definitive treaty of peace concluded 
with the Mahrattas at Poorunder, on the 1st of 
March 177(), the Mahrattas gave up all right and 
title to the island of Salsette, unjustly taken from 
them by the Presidency of Bombay ; did also give 
up to the English Company for ever all right and 
title to their entire shares of the city and Purgunnah 
of Broach ; did also give for ever to the English 
Company a country of three lacks? of rupees revenue, 
near to Broach ; and did also agree to pay to the 
Company tw'elve lacks of rupees, in part of the 
expenses of the English army ; and that the terms of 


the said treaty * n^ere honourable and advantageous 
to the India Company. 

That Warren Hastings having broken the said 
treaty, and forced the Mahrattas into another war, 
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by a repeated invasion of their country, and having 
conducted that war in the manner hereinbefore 

t 

described* did, on the 17th of May 1782, by the 
agency of Mr. David Anderson, conclude another 
treaty of perpetual friendship and alliance with the 
Mahrattas, by which the said Hastings agreed to 
deliver up to them all the countries, places, cities, 
and forts, particularly the island of Bassein (taken 
from the Peshwa, during the war), and to relin- 
quish all claim to the country of three lacks of 
lupees, ceded to the Company by the treaty of 
Poorunder : that the said Warren Hastings did also 
at the said time, by a private and separate agree- 
ment, deliver up to Madajee Scindia the whole of 
the city of Broach : that is, not only the share in 
the said city, which the India Company acquired 
by the treaty of Poorunder, but the otlier share 
thereof, which the India Company possessed for 
several years before that treaty ; and that among 
the reasons assigned by Mr. David Anderson for 
totally stripping the Pies'idency of Bombay of all 
their possessions ®n the Malabar coast, he has de- 
clared, that “ from the general tenour of the rest 
“ of the treaty, the settlement of Bombay would 
“ be in future put on such a footing, that it might 
** well become a question, whether the possession of 
an inconsiderable territory, without forts, would 
“ not . be** attended with more loss than advantage, 
“as it must necessarily occasion considerable 

“ expense 
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expense, must require troops for its defence, and 
might probably in the end lead, as Scindia 
‘‘apprehended, to a renewal of war,” • 

That the said Warren Hastings, having in this 
manner put an end to a war commenced by him 
without provocation, and continued by him without 
necessity, and having for that [)urpose made so 
many sacrifices to the Mahrattas in points of essen- 
tial interest to the India Company, did consent and 
agree to other articles utterly dishonourable to the 
British name and character, having sacrificed or 
abandoned every one of the native princes, who by 
7iis solicitations and promises had been engaged to 
take part with us in the war ; and that he did so 
without necessity, since it appears, that Scindia, the 
Mahratta Clnef, who concluded the treaty, in every 
part of Ji'ts conduct tnanijested a hearty desire of 
establishiny a peace with us ; and that this was the 
disposition of all the parties in the Mahratta con- 
fcderacy, who were onl^ kejit together by a general 
dread of their common ehemv the English, and who 
only waited lor a cessation of iKJStililies with us to 
return to their habitual and perniainent enrnit}^ 
against each other. That the Governour-General 
and Council, in their letter of 31st August 1781, 
made the. following declaration to the Court of 
Directors ; “ The Mahrattas have demanded the 
“ sacrifice of the person of Ragonaut •Row, the. 
“ surrender of the fort and territories of Ahme- 

j’f 4 “ dahad, 



440 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


“ dabad, and of the fortress of Gualior, which are 
‘ * not ours to give, and which we could not wrest from 
“ the proprietors without the greatest violation of 
puhlick faith. No state of affairs, in our opi- 
“ nions, could warrant our acquiescence to such 
“ requisition ; and we are morally certain, that, had 
“ we yielded to them, sucli a consciousness of 
“ the state of our affairs would have been implied, 

‘ ‘ as would have produced an effect the very reverse 
“ from that, for which it was intended, by raising 
“ the presumption of the enem^^ to exact yet more 
“ ignominious terms, or perhaps tlieir refusal to 
“ accept of any ; nor, in our opinion, would they 
“ have failed to excite in others the same belief, 
“ and the consequent decision of all parties 
“ against us, as the natural consequences of our 
“ decline.” That the said Hastings himself, in his 
instructions to Mr. David Anderson, after autho- 
rizing Viim to restore all, that we had conquered 
during the war, expressly excepted Ahmedabad, 
“ and the territory conquered for Futty Sing Gwi- 
“ cowar.” That nevertheless the said Hastings, in 
the peace concluded by him, has yielded to every 
one of the conditions reprobated in the preceding 
declarations as ignominious, and incompatible with 
publick faith. 

That the said Warren Hastings did abandon the 
Rana of OJohud in the manner already charged ; 
and that the said Rana has not only lost the fort 

of 
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of Gualior, but all his own country, and is himself a 
prisoner. — That the said Hastings did not interpose 
to obtain any terms in favour of the Nabob of 
Bopaul, who was * with great reason desirous of • Ander- 
concealing from the Mahrattas the attachment he of 20 Janu- 
had borne to the English (government ; the said 
Nabob having a just dread of the danger of being 
exposed to the resentment of the Mahrattas, and 
no dependence on the faith and protection of the 
English. That by the 9 th Article of the treaty 
with Futty Sing it was stipulated, that, when a 
negotiation for peace shall take place, his interest 
should be primarily considered ; and that Mr. 

David Anderson, the minister and representative of 
the Governour-General and Council, did declare 
to Scindia, that it was indispensably incumbent on 
us to support Futty Sing's rights. 

That nevertheless every acquisition made for or 
by the said Futty Sing during the war, particularly 
the fort and terj'itories of Ahmedahad, were given 
up by the said Hastings :* that Futty Sing was re- 
placed under the subjection of the Peshwa (whose 
resentment he had provoked by taking part with us 
in the war), and under an obligation to pay a tri- 
bute, not specified, to the Peshwa, and to perforin 
such services, and to be subject to such obedience, 
as had long been established and customary ; and that, 
no limit being fixed to such tribute or services, the 
said Futty Sing has been left wholly at the mercy 
of the Mahrattas. I'bat 
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That with respect to Ragoba the said Hastings, 
in his instructions to Mr. Anderson, dated 4th of 
November 1781, contented himself with saying, 
“We cannot totally abandon the interests of lla- 
“ gonaut Rov.\ Endeavour to obtain for him an 
“ adequate provision.” — That Mr. Anderson de- 
• Ander- clarcd to Madaiec Scindia *, “ that as .we liad given 

son’s Letter . . . 

of 24 th Fe- “ Ragoba protection as an independent prince, 

bruaryl782. 7 / , , • . , 

“ and not brought Iiim into our settlement as a pn- 
“ soner, we could not in honour pretend to impose 
“ the smallest restraint on his will, and he must be 
“ at liberty to go wherever he pleased ; that it must 
“ rest with Scindia himself to prevail on him to 
“ reside in his country ; all, that we could do, w as 
“ to agree, after a reasonable time, to withdraw 
“ our protection from him, and not to insist on the 
“ payment of the stipend to him, as Scindia had 
“ proposed, unless on the condition of his residing 
“ in some part of Scindia's territories." 

That, notwithstanding a] I the preceding declara- 
tions, and in violation of the publick faith repeatedly 
pledged to Ragoba, he was totally abandoned by 
the said Hastings in the treaty, no provision what- 
ever being made even for his subsistence, but on a 
condition, to which he could not submit without the 
certain loss of his liberty, and probable hazard of 
his life, namely, that he should voluntarily, and of his 
own accowd, repair to Scindia, and quietly reside 
with him.. That such treacherous desertion of the 

said 
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said Hagoba is not capable of being justified by any 
plea of necessity ; but that in fact no such necessity 
existed ; since it appears, that the Nizam, who of 
all the contracting parties in the confederacy was 
personally most hostile to Ragoba, did himself pro- 
pose, that liagoha might have an optwn given him of 
residing within the Company’s territories. — That 
the plan of negotiating a peace with the Mahrattas, 
by application to Scindia, and through his media- 
tion, was earnestly recommended to the said 
Hastings by the Presidency of Bombay so early as 
in February 1779, who stated clearly to him the 
reasons why such application ought to be made to 
Scindia in preference to any other of the Mahratta 
chiefs, and why it would probably be successful ; 
the truth and justice of which reasons were fully 
evinced in the issue, when the said Hastings, after 
incurring, by two years’ delay, all the losses and 
distresses of a calamitous w ar, did actually pursue 
that very plan wdth muQh less effect or advantage 
than might have been obtained at the time the advice 
was given. That he neglected 4;he advice of the 
Presidency of Bombay, and retarded the peace, as 
w ell as made its conditions worse, from an obstinate 
attachment to his project of an alliance offensive 
and defensive with the Rajah of Berar, the object 
of which was rather a new- war, than a termination 
of the war then existing against the Peshwa. 

That the said Hastings did further embarrass 

and 
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and retard the conclusion of a peace by employing 
different ministers at the Courts of the several 
confederate powers, whom he severally empowered 
to treat and negotiate a peace. That these minis- 
ters not acting in concert, not knowing the extent 
of each other's commissions, and having no instruc- 
tions to communicate their respective proceedings 
to each other, did, in effect, counteract their seve- 
ral negotiations. — That this want of concert and 
of simplicity, and the mystery and intricacy in the 
inode of conducting the negotiation on our part, 
was complained of by our ministers as embarrass- 
ing and disconcerting to us, while it was advan- 
tageous to the adverse party, who were thereby 
furnished with opportunity and pretence for delay, 
when it suited their purpose, and enabled to play 
off one set of negotiators against another ; that it 
also created jcajousy and distrust in the various 
contending parties, with whom we were treating at 
the same time, and to whom we were oblijjed to 
make contradictory profe'ssions, while it betrayed 
and exposed to them all our own eagerness and 
impatience for peace ; raising thereby the general 
claims and pretensions of the enem\\ That 
while Dalhousie Watherston, Esquire, was treating 
at Poonah, and David Anderson, Esquire, in 
Scindia's camp, with separate powers applied to the 
. same object, the minister at Poonah informed the 
vSaid Watlierston, that he had received proposals 

for 
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for peace from the Nabob of Arcot with the appro- 
bation of Sir Eyre Coote ; that he returned other 
proposals to tlie said Nabob of Arcot*, jvho had 
assured him (the minister), that those proposals 
would he acceded to, and that Mr, Macpherson 
would set out for J^erigal, after which orders should 
he immediately dispatched from the ho%ou7'able the 
(Jovei'iiour - Cirenei'al and Council to the effect he 
wished. That tlie said Nabob “ had promised to 
“ obtain and forward to him the expected orders 
from JSenyal in f f teen days, and that he was tliere- 
“ fore every instant in expectation of their arrival ; 
“ and observed, that, when General Goddard pro- 
“ posed to send a confidential person to Poonah, 
“ he conceived, that those orders must have actually 
“ reached him that therefore the treaty, formally 
concluded by David Anderson, w’^as in effect and 
substance the same with that offerej:!, and in reality 
concluded by the Nabob of Arcot, with the excep- 
tion only of Salsette, w^hich the Nabob of Arcot 
had agreed to restore to the Mahrattas. That the 
intention of the said Warren Hastings in pressing 
for a peace with the Mahrattas on terms so disho- 
nourable, and by measures so rash and ill-concerted, 
was not to restore and establish a general peace 
throughout .India, but to engage the India Company 
in a new war against Hyder Ally, and to make the 
Mahrattas parties therein. That the oagerness 
and passion, with which the. said Hastings pur- 
sued 



446 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


sued this object, laid him open to the Mahrattas, 
who depended thereon for obtaining whatever they 
should dgsuiand from us. — Tiiat in order to carry 
the point of an oflensive alliance against Hyder 
Ally, the said Hastings exposed the negotiation for 
peace with the Mahrattas to many difficulties and 
delays. That the Mahrattas were bound by a 
clear and recent engagement, which Hyder had 
never violated in any article, to make no peace 
with us, which should not include him ; that they 
pleaded the sacred nature of this obligation in 
answer to all our requisitions on this head, while 
the said Hastings, still importunate for his favourite 
point, suggested to them various means of recon- 
ciling a substantial breach of their engagement with 
a formal observance of it, and taught them how 
they might at once be parties in a peace with 
Hyder Ally, and oflensive alliance for im- 

mediate hostility against him. That these lessons 
of publick duplicity and artifice, and these devices 
of ostensible faith and real treachery, could have 
no effect but to degrade th.e national character, and 
to inspire the Malirattas themselves, with whom we 
were in treaty, with a distrust in our sincerity and 
good faith. — That the object of this fraudulent 
policy (viz. the utter destruction of Hyder Ally, 
and a partition of his dominions) was neither wise 
in itself, • or authorized by the orders and instruc- 
tions of the Company to their servants ; that it was 

incompati ble 
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incompatible with the treaty of peace, in which 
Hyder Ally was included, and contrary to the 
repeated and best-understood injiinctidns^ of the 
Company ; being, in the first place, a bargain for a 
new war, and, in the next, aiming at, an extension 
of our territory b}^ contpiest. That the best and 
soundest political ojiinions on tlie relatibns of these 
states have always represented our great security 
against the power of the Mahrattas to depend on 
its being balanced by that of Hyder Ally ; and 
the Mysore country is so placed as a barrier be- 
tween the Carnatic and the Mahrattas, as to make 
it our interest rather to strengthen and repair that 
barrier, tlian to level and destroy it. That the 
said treaty of partition does express itself to be 
eventual with regard to the making and keeping of 
peace ; but through tin? whole course of the said 
Hastings's proceeding he did endeavour to prevent 
any peace with the Sultan or Nabob of Mysore, 
Tippu Saheb, and did fpr a long time endeavour 
to frustrate all tlte methods, which could have 
rendered the said treaty, of conrpjest and partition 
wholly unnecessary. 

•J J 

That the Mahrattas having taken no effectual 
step to oblige Hyder Ally to make good the condi- 
tions, for wljich they had engaged in his behalf, and 
the war continuing to be carried on in the Carnatic 
by Tippoo Sultan, son and successour of Hyder 
Ally, the Presidency of Fort-St. -George undertook, 

upon 
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upon their own authority, to open a negotiation with 
the said Tippoo ; which measure, though indispen- 
sably ne/3essary, the said Hastings utterly disap- 
proved and discountenanced, expressly denying, that 
there was any ground or motiv^e for entering into 
any direct or separate treaty with Tippoo ; and not 
consenting to or authorizing any negotiation for such 
treaty, until after a cessation of hostilities had been 
brought about wdth him by the Presidency of Fort- 
St. -George, in August 1773, and the ministers of 
Tippoo Iiad been received and treated with by tliat 
Presidency, and commissioners, in return, actually 
sent by the said Presidency to the Court of Poonali; 
which late and reluctant consent and authority were 
extorted from him the said Hastings in consequence 
of the acknowledgment of his agent at the Court 
of Madaj ee Scindia (upon whom the said \\ 
Hastings had depended for enforcing the clauses of 
the Mahratta treaty) of the precariousness of such 
dependence, and of the necessity of that direct and 
separate treaty with Tippoo, so long and so lately 
reprobated by the said W.arrcii Hastings, notwith- 
standing the information and entreaties of the Pre- 
sidency of Fort-St. -George, as well as the known 
distresses and critical situation of the Company’s 
affairs. — That, though the said Warren Hastings 
did at length give instructions for negotiating and 
making peace with Tippoo, exjjressly adding, that 
those instructions extended to all the points, which 

occurred 
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occurred to him or them as capable of being agitated 
or gained upon the occasion ; — though the said in- 
structions were sent after the said com\pissioners 
by the Presidency of Fort-St. -George, with direc- 
tions to obey them ; — though not only the said in- 
structions were obeyed, but advantages gained, which 
did not occur to the said Warren Hastings ; — though 
the said peace formed a contrast with the Mahratta 
peace, in neither ceding any territory possessed by 
the Company before the war, or delivering up any 
dependant or ally to the vengeance of his adver- 
saries, but providing for the restoration of all the 
countries, that had been taken from the Company 
and their allies ; — though the Supreme Council of 
C-alcutta, forming the legal Government of Bengal 
in the absence of the said Warren Hastings, ratified 
aul treaty, yet the said Warren Hastings, then 
absent from the seat of government, and out of the 
ju'O'/ince of Bengal, and forming no legal or integral 
part of the government yluring such absence,* did, 
after such ratification, usurp the power of acting as 
a part of such government (as if jictually sitting in 
council with the other members of the same) in 
the consideration and uncpialified censure of the 
terms of the said peace. That tlie Nabob of Arcot, 
with whom, the said Hastings did keep up an un- 
warrantable, clandestine correspondence, without 
any communication with the Presidency of.Madras, 
wrote a letter of complaint, .dated the 27 th of 
VOL. XI 1 . o g March 
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March 1784, against the Presidency of that place, 
without any communication thereof to the said Pre- 
sidency, said complaint being addressed to the 
said Warren Hastings, the substance of which 
complaint was, that he (the Nabob) had not been 
made a party, to the late treaty : and although his 
interest had been sufficiently provided for in the 
said treaty, the said Warren Hastings did sign a 
declaration on the 23d of May, at Lucknow, form- 
ing the basis of a new article, and making a new 
party to the treaty, after it had been by all parties 
(the Supreme Council of Calcutta included) com- 
pleted and ratified, and did transmit the said new 
stipulation to the Presidency at Calcutta solely for 
the purposes, and at the instigation, of the Nabob 
of Arcot ; and the said declaration was made with- 
out any previous communication with the presidency 
aforesaid, and in conscf|uence thereof orders were 
sent by the Council at Calcutta to the Presidency 
of Fort-St.- George, under the seoerest threats in, 
ease of disobedience ; which orders, whatever were 
their purport, would, as an undue assumption of and 
participation in the government, from which he was 
absent, become a high misdemeanor ; but, being to 
the purport of opening the said treaty after its solemn 
ratification, and proposing a new clause, and a new 
party to tlie same, was also an aggravation of such 
misdemciuior, as it tended to convey to the Indian 
Powers an idea of the unsteadiness of the councils 

and 
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and determinations of the British Government, 
and to take away all reliance on its engagements, 
and as, above all, it exposed the aflfaij^s of the 
nation and the Company to the hazard of seeing 
renewed all the calamities of war, frqin whence by 
the conclusion of the treaty they had ^merged, and 
upon a pretence so weak as that of proposing the 
Nabob of Arcot to be a party to the same — though 
he had not been made a party by the said Warren 
Hastings in the Mahratta treaty, which professed 
to be for the relief of the Carnatic ; — though he 
was not a party to the former treaty with Hydcr, 
also relative to the Carnatic ; — though it was not 
certain, if the treaty were once opened, and that 
even Tippoo should then consent to that Nabob’s 
being a party, whether he (the said Nabob) 
would agree to the clauses of the same, and con- 
sequently whether tlic said treaty, once opened, 
could afterwards be concluded — an uncertainty, of 
which he the said Hastings should have learned 
to be aware, having already once been disappointed 
by the said Nabob’s refusing to Recede to a treaty, 
which he the said Warren Hastings made for him 
with the Dutch, about a year before. 

That the said Warren Hastings having broken a 
solemn anc^ honourable treaty of peace by an unjust 
and unprovoked war ; having neglected to conclude 
that war when he might have done it without loss 
of honour to the nation ; haying plotted and con- 

<; o “L? trived, 
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trived, as far as depended on him, to engage the 
India Company in another war, as soon as the 
former shpuld be concluded ; and having at last put 
an end to a most unjust war against the Mahrattas 
by a most ignominious peace with them, in which 
he sacrificed , objects essential to the interests, and 
submitted to conditions utterly incompatible with 
the honour, of this nation, and with his own declared 
sense of the dishonourable nature of those condi- 
tions ; and having endeavoured to open anew^ the 
treaty concluded with Tippoo Sultan, through the 
means of the Presidency of Fort-St. -George, upon 
principles of justice and honour, and which esta- 
blished peace in India ; and thereby exposing the 
British possessions there to the renewal of the dan- 
gers and calamities of war — has by these several 
acts been guilty of sundry high crimes and mis- 
demeanors. 


XXI. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THAT by an act of the 13 th year of His 
present majesty, entitled, “ An Act for establish- 
“ irig certain regulations for the better inanage- 
‘ ‘ ment of the affairs of the East-lndia Company, 
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“ as well in India as in Europe,” “ The Gover- 
nour-General and Council are required and 
“ directed to pay due obedience to all auch orders 
“ as they shall receive from the Court of Direc- 
tors of the said United Company, and to cor- 
“ respond from time to time, and constantly and 
“ diligently transmit to the said Court an exact 
“ particular of all advices or intelligence, and of 
“ all transactions and matters whatsoever, that 
shall come to their knowledge, r.elating to the 
“ government, commerce, revenues, or interest of 
“ the said United Compan}^” 

That, in consequence of the above-recited Act, 
the Court of Directors, in their General Instruc- 
tions of the 29th March 1774 to the Governour- 
General and Council, did direct, “ that the cor- 
“ respondence with tlie Princes or Country Powers 
in India should be carried on through the Gover- 
uour-General only ; but that all letters to be sent 
“ by him should be firs,t. approved in Council ; and 
‘‘ that he should lay befofe the Council, at their next 
“ meeting, all letters received by him in the course 
“ of such correspondence for their information.” 

And the Govcrnour-General and Council were 
therein further ordered, “ That in transacting the 
business, of their department they should enter 
“ with the utmost perspicuity and exactness all 
“ their proceedings whatsoever ; and all dissents, 
“ if such should at any time be made bj^ any 

G g 3 member 
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“ member of their Boiird, together witii all letters 
“ sent or received in tlie course of their corre- 
“ sponderce ; and that broken sets of such pro- 
“ ceedings, to the latest period possible, be 
“ transmitted to them (the Court of Directors); 
“ a complete set at the end of every year, and a 
“ duplicate by the next conveyance.” 

That in defiance of the said orders, and in 
breach of the above recited Act of Parliament, 
the said Warren Hastings has, in sundry instances, 
concealed from his Council the corresjiondencc 
carried on between him and tlie Princes or Country 
Powers in India, and neglected to communicate 
tlie advices and intelligence he from time to time 
received from the British Residents at the different 
Courts ill India to the other members of the Go- 
vernment ; and without their knowledge, counsel, 
or participation, has dispatched orders on matters 
of the utmost consequence to the interests of the 
Company. 

That, moreover, the said Warren Hastings, for 
the purpose of covering his own improper and 
dangerous practices from his employers, lias with- 
held from the Court of Directors, upon sundry 
occasions, copies of the proceedings had, and the 
correspondence carried on by him in his official 
capacity, as Governour-General, whereby the Court 
of Directors have been kept in ignorance of mat- 
ters, which it highly imported thorn to know, and 

th(; 



AGAINST WARREN HASTINGS. 


4<65 


the affairs of tlie Company have been exposed to 
much inconvenience and injury. 

That in all such concealments and*ac,ts done or 
ordered without the consent and authority of the 
Supreme Council, the said Warren Hastings has 
been guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors. 


XXH. HICHTS OF FYZOOLA KIIAN, &c. 
HEFOUE THE TREATY OF LALL-DANG. 


1. 

THAT the Nabob Fyzoola Klian, who now 
liolds of the Vizier the territory of Rampore, 
Shawabad, and certain other districts dependent 
thereon, in the country of the Rohillas, is the 
second son of a princi?, renowned in tlie history 
of Hindustan under the* name of Ali Mohammed 
Khan, some time sovereigai of» all that part of 
Rohilcund, which is particularly distinguished by 
the appellation of the Kutteehr. 

H. 

That after the death of Ali Mohammed afore- 
said, as Fyzoola Khan, togetlier with -his elder 
brother, was then a prisone,r of war at a place 

G <r 4 called 
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called Herat, “ the Rohilla chiefs took possession 
“ of the ancient estates” of the captive princes ; 
and the Nabob, Fyzoola Khan, was from necessity 
compelled to wave his hereditary rights for the 
inconsiderable, districts ofRampore and Shawabad, 
then estimated to produce from six to eight lacks of 
annual revenue. 

III. 

That in 1774, on the invasion of Rohilcund by 
the united armies of the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlali 
and the Compan}^, the Nabob, Fyzoola Khan, 
“ with some of his people, w^as present at the 
“ decisive battle of St. George,” where Hafiz 
Rhanet, the great leader of the Rohillas, and 
many others of their principal chiefs were slain ; 
but, escaping from the slaughter, Fyzoola Khtln 
“ made his retreat good towards the mountains, 
“ with all his treasure.” He there collected the 
scattered remains of his countrymen ; and as he 
was the eldest surviving son of Ali Mohammed 
Khan, as too the most powerful obstacle to his 
pretensions was n,ow removed by the death of 
Hafiz, he seems at length to have been generally 
acknowledged by his natural subjects the undoubted 
heir of his father’s authority*. 

IV. 

That, regarding the sacred sincerity and 
“ friendship of the EJnglish, whose goodness and 

“ celebrity 
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“ celebrity is every where known, who dispossess 
“ no oncy'^ the Nabob Fyzoola Khan made early 
overtures for peace to Colonel Alexander Cham- 
pion, commander-in-chief of the Company’s forces 
in Bengal : that he did propose to the said Colo- 
nel Alexander Champion, in three letters, received 
on the 14th, 24th, and 27th of May,* to put him- 
self under the protection either of the Company 
or of the Vizier, through the mediation, and with 
the guarantee, of the Company ; and that he did 
offer “ whatever was conferred upon him, to pay 
“ as much without damage or deficiency, as any 
“ other person would agree to do stating at the 
same time his condition and pretensions herein- 
before recited, as facts “ evident as the sun and 
appealing, in a forcible and awful manner, to the 
generosity and magnanimity of this nation, “ by 
“ whose means he hoped in God, that he should 
“ receive justice and as “ the person, who de- 
signed the war, was no more as in that he 
“ was himself guiltless and, as ‘‘he had never 

“ acted in such* a manner as for the Vizier to 

• • 

“ have taken hatred to his heart against him ; that 
“ he might be reinstated in his ancient posses- 
“ sions, the country of his father." 

V. 

That on the last of the three dates aliove- men- 
tioned, that is to say, on the 27th of May, the 

Nabob 
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Nabob Fyzoolu Khan did also send to the coin- 
mander-in-chief a Vakeel, or ambassador, who 
was authorized on the part of him (the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan, his master) to make a specifick 
offer of three propositions ; and that by one of 
the said propositions “ an annual increase of near 
£400,000 would have accrued to the revenues 
“ of our ally, and the immediate acquisition of 
“ above £300,000 to the Company, for their 
“ influence in effecting an accommodation per- 
“ fectly consistent with their engagements to the 
“ Vizier,” and strictly consonant to the demands 
of justice. 

VI. 

That so great was the confidence of the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan in the just, humane, and liberal 
feelings of Englishmen, as to “ lull him into an 
“ inactivity” of the most essential detriment to his 
interests; since, “ in the hopes, which he enter- 
“ tained from the interposition of our Govern- 
“ ment,” he declined the invitatiion of the Mogul 
to join the arms of his Majesty and the Mahrattas, 
“ refused any connexion with the Seiks,” and did 
even neglect to take the obvious precaution of 
crossing the Ganges, as he had originally intended, 
while the river was yet fordable, a movement, 
that' woul(l have enabled him certainly to baffle 
all pursuit, and probably “ to keep the Vizier in 

“ a state 
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“ a state of* disquietude for the remainder of his 
‘‘ life.” 


VII. 

That the commander-in-chief, Colonel Alexan- 
der Champion aforesaid, thought .nothing could 
“ be more honourable to this nation Jthan the sup- 
“ port of so exalted a character ; dnd whilst it 
“ could be done on terms so advantageous, sup- 
“ posed it very unlikely, that the Vakeel's propo- 
“ sition should be received with indifference 
that he did accordingly refer it to the Administra- 
tion through Warren Hastings, Esquire, then Go- 
vernour of Fort-Willam, and President of Bengal ; 
and he did at the same time enclose to the said 
Warren Hastings a letter from the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan to the said Hastings ; which letter does not 
appear, but must be supposed to have been of the 
same tciiour with those before cited to the com- 
mander-in-chief ; of which also copies were sent 
to the said Hastings b.y^ the commander-in-chief ; 
and he (the commaud(?r-in-chief aforesaid) after 
urging to the said Hastings .sundry good and 
cogent arguments of policy and prudence, in fa- 
vour of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, did conclude by 
“ wishing for nothing so much as for the adop- 
‘‘ tion of .some measure, that might strike all the 
“ powers of the East with admiration of our jus- 
tice, in contrast to the conduct of the VizieV.*’ 


VIII. 



460 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


VIII. 

Thai irj answer to such laudable wish of tlie said 
commander-in-chief, the President (Warren Hast- 
ings) preferring his own prohibited plans of ex- 
tended dominion to the mild, equitable, and wise 
policy inculc'ated in the standing orders of his su- 
periours, and now enforced by the recommendation 
of the commander-in-chief, did instruct and 
desire” him, the said comraander-in-chief, “ in- 
“ stead of soliciting the Vizier to relinquish his 
“ conquest to Fyzoola Khan, to discourage it as 
much as was in his power although the said 
Hastings did not once express, or even intimate, 
any doubt whatever of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan's 
innocence as to the origin of the war, or of his 
hereditar}’^ right to the territories, which he claimed ; 
but to the said pleas of the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, as well as to the arguments both of policy 
and justice advanced by the commander-in-chief, 
he the said Hastings did solely oppose certain 
speculative objects of imagined ‘expediency, sum- 
ming up his decided rejection of the proposals 
made by the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in the follow- 
ing remarkable words : 

“ With respect to Fyzoola Khan, he appears 
“ not to merit our consideration. 'The petty sove- 
“ reign of \ a country estimated at six or eight lacks 
' ‘ ought not for a moment to prove an impedimeiit 

to 
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‘‘ to any of our measures^ or to affect the consistency 
“ of our conduct J"' 

IX. 

That in the aforesaid violent and arbitrary 
position, the said Warren Hastings^ did avow it to 
be a public principle of his governpient, that no 
right, however manifest, and no innocfence, however 
unimpeached, could entitle the weak to our pro- 
tection against others, or save them from our own 
active endeavours for their oppression, and even 
extirpation, should they interfere with our notions 
of political expediency : and that such a principle 
is highly derogatory to the justice and honour of 
the English name, and fundamentally injurious to 
our interests, inasmuch as it hath an immediate 
tendency to excite distrust, jealousy, fear and 
hatred against us among all the subordinate poten- 
tates of Hindostan. 

X. 

That, in prosecution of the said despotick prin- 
ciple, the President (Warren Jlastings aforesaid) 
did persist to obstruct, as far as in him lay, every 
advance towards an accommodation between the 
Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, and the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan ; apd particularly on the 16 th of September, 
only eight days after the said Hastings, in con- 
junction with the other members of thd ’Select, 
Committee of Bengal, had , publickly testified his 

satisfaction 
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satisfaction in the prospect of an accommodation^ 
and had hoped, “ that his Excellency (the Vizier) 
“would |;ie ‘ disposed to conciliate the atfbctioiis 
“ (of the Rohillas) to his Government by acceding 
“ to lenient tepms f he, the said Hastings, did 
nevertheless write, and without the consent or 
knowledge of his colleagues, did privately dispatch, 
a certain answer to a letter of the cominander-in- 
chief ; in which answer the said Hastings did 
express other contradictory hopes, namely, that 
the commander-in-chief had resolved on pi'osecut- 
ing the mar to a final issue, “ because (as the said 
“ Hastings explains himself) it appears very plainly, 
“ that Fyzoola Khan, and his adherents, lay at 
“ your mercy ; because 1 apprehend much incon- 
“ veniency from delays; and because I am morally 
“ certahi, that no good will be gained by negotiat- 
“ ing — thereby artfully suggesting his wishes of 
what might be, in his hopes of what had been, 
resolved; and plainly, though indirectly, instigating 
the commander-in-chief tef' much cHusion of blood 
in an immediate attack on fhe Rohillas, posted as 
they were “in a very strong situation,” and 
“ combating for all.” 


XL 

1 

That the said Hastings, in the answer aforesaid, 
. did Yiirtlier endeavour to inflame the commander- 
in-chief against tlnj .Nabob fVzoola Khan, by 

representing 
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representing tbe said Nabob as “ highly presuming, 

“• insolent, and evasive and knowing the distrust, 
which the Nabob Fyzoola Khan entertained of the 
Vizier, the said Hastings did “ expressly desire it 
“ should be left wholly to the Vizier to treat with 
“ the enemy by his own agents, and in his own 
“ manner though he the said Hastings ‘‘by no 
“ means wished the Vijjier to lose time by seeking 
“ an accommodation, since it would be more 
“ effectual, more decisive, and more consistent 
“ with his dignity, indeed with his honour, which 
“ he has already pledged, to abide by his first offers, 

“ to dictate the conditions of peace, and to admit 
“ only an acceptance without reservation, or a 
“ clear refusal from his adversary thereby af- 
fecting to hold up, in opposition to, and in ex- 
clusion of, the substantial claims of justice, certain 
ideal obligations of dignity and honour, that is to 
say, the gratification of pride, and the observance 
of an arrogant determination once declared. * 

XII. 

• ^ 

That although the said answer did not reach 
the commander-in-chief until peace was actually 
concluded ; and although the dangerous conse- 
quences to be apprehended from the said answer 
were thereby prevented, yet by the sentiments con- 
tained in the said answer, Warren Hasting54,Bst|Trtt*e*;\‘ 
did strongly evince his ultiniatc adherence to all 

the 
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the former violent and unjust principles of his con- 
duct towards the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, which 
principles. \Cere disgraceful to the character, and 
injurious to the interests, of this nation : and that 
the said Warren Hastings did thereby, in a par- 
ticular manner, exclude himself from any share of 
credit for the honourable period put to the 
“ Rohilla war, which has^ in some degree done 
“ away the reproach so wantonly brought on the 
“ English name.” 


RIGHTS OF FYZOOLA KHAN, under the 

TREATY OF LALL-DANG. 


I. 

^ Si. 

THAT notwithstanding the culpable and crimi- 
nal reluctance of the President Hastings, herein- 
before recited, a treaty of peace and friendship 
between the Vizj.er Sujah ul 'Dowlah and the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan was finally signed and 
sealed, on the 7th October 1774, at a place called 
Lall-Dang, in the presence, and with the attest- 
ation of the British commander-in-chief. Colonel 
Alexander Champion aforesaid ; .and that for the 
S'erid tjeaty the Nabob Fyzoola Khan agreed to pay, 
and did actually pay^ the valuable consideration 

(*f 
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of half liis treasure, to the amount of 15 lacks of 
rupees, or £150,000 sterling, and upwards. 

II. 

That by the safd treaty the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan was established in the quiet^ possession of 
Rarnpore, Shawabad, and “ some other districts 
“ dependent thereon,” subject to certain condi- 
tions, of which the more important were as 
follow ; 

“ That Fyzoola Khan should retain in his 
“ service 5,000 troops, and not a single man 
“ more 

“ That with whomsoever the Vizier should 
“ make war, Fyzoola Khan should send two or 
“ three thousand men, according to his ahility, to 
“ join the forces of the Vizier : 

And that, if the Vizier shonld march in per- 
“ son, Fyzoola Khan should himself accoippany 
“ him with his troops. 

m 

HI. 

That from the terms of the treaty above recited 
it doth plainly, positively, and indisputably appear, 
that the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in case of war, 
was not b^und to furnish more than three thousand 
rneii under any construction, unless the Vijj,*^ 
shonld march in person. 

H k 
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IV. That 
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IV. 

That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was not posi 
tively bound tp furnish so many as 3,000 men, 
but an indefinite number, not more than three, 
and not less' than two thousand ; that, of the 
precise number within such limitations, the ability 
of Fyzoola Khan, and not the discretion of the 
Vizier, was to be the standard ; and that such 
ability could onl}^ mean that, which was ecjuilably 
consistent not only with the external defence of 
his Jaghire, but with the internal good management 
thereof, both as to its police and revenue. 

V. 

That even in case the Vizier should march in 
person, it might be reasonably doubted whether 
the personal service of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
“ with his troops” must be understood to be, with 
all his troops, or only with the number before 
stipulated, not mofe than three, and not less than 
two thousand men ; and that the latter is the 
interpretation finally adopted by Warren Hastings 
aforesaid, and the Council of Bengal, who, in a 
letter to the Court of Directors, dated April 5th 
represent the clauses of the treaty relative 
' to the stipulated aid, as meaning simply, that ty- 
zoola Khan “ should send 2 Or 3,000 men to join 

the 
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‘‘ the Vizier’s forces, or attend in person in case 
“ it should be requisite.” 


VI. 

That from the aforesaid terms ^f the treaty it 
doth not specifically appear of what the stipulated 
aid should consist, whether of horse or foot, or in 
what proportion of both ; but that it is the re- 
corded opinion, maturely formed by the said Hast- 
ings and his Council, in January 1783, that even 
“ a single horseman included in the aid, which 
“ Fyzoola Khan might furnish, would prove a 
“ literal compliance with the stipulation.” 

VII. 

That, in the event of any doubt fairly arising 
from the terms of the treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, in consideration of his hereditary right to 
the whole country, and the price by him actually 
paid for the said treaiy, was in equity entitled to 
the most favourable construction. 

VIII. 

That, from the attestation of Colonel Champion 
aforesaid, the Government of Calcutta acquired 
the same* right to interpose with the Vizier for the 
protection of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, as ^fbey 
the said Government had before clainied from a* 
similar attestation of Sir Robert Barker to assist 

H h *2 the 
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the Vizier in extirpating the whole nation of the 
said Fyzoola, Khan ; more especially as in the 
case of Sir Robert Barker it was contrary to the 
remonstrances of the then administration, and the 
furthest from the intentions of the said Barker 
himself, that his attestation should involve the 
Company, but the attestation of Colonel Cham- 
pion was authorized by all the powders of the Go- 
vernment, as a “ sanction” intended “ to add vali- 
“ dity” to the treaty : that they the said Govern- 
ment, and in particular the said Warren Hastings, 
as the first executive member of the same, were 
bound by the ties of natural justice duly to exercise 
the aforesaid right, if need were ; and that their duly' 
so to interfere was more particularly enforced 
by the spirit of the censures past both by the 
Directors and Proprietors in the Rohilla war, and 
the satisfaction expressed by the Directors “in 
“ the honourable end put to that war." 


GUARANTEE of the TREATY of 
LALL-DANG. 


THAT during the life of the Vizier Sujah ul 
'jJowla&, and for some time after his death, under 
his son and successour Asoph ul Dowdah, the Nabob 

Fvzoola 
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I'yzoola Klian did remain without disturbance or 
molestation : that he did all the while imagine 
his treaty to be under the sanction of the Com- 
pany from Colonel Champion’s affixing his signa- 
ture thereto as a witness, “ which signature, as he 
“ (Fyzoola Khan) supposed,” rendered the Com- 
pany the arbitrators between the Vizier and him- 
self, in case of disputes ; and that being “ a man 
“ of sense, hut extreme pusillanimity ^ a good 
“ farmer, fond of wealth, not possessed of the pas- 
sion of ambition f' \\e did peaceably apply him- 
self to “ improve the state of his country ; and 
“ did, by his own prudence and. attention., increase 
“ the revenues thereof beyond the amount spcci- 
“ fied in Siijah ul Dowlah's grant/’ 

JI. 

Tliat in the year 1777, and in the beginning of 
the year 1778, being “ alarmed at the young 
“ Vizier’s resumptio?^* of a number of Jaghires 
“ granted by his father to different persons, and 
“ the injustice and ©ppressiofi of his conduct in 
“ general and having now learned (from whom 
does in't ajipear, but prohabU' from some person 
supposed of competent authority), that Colonel 
Chamj)i<»n formerly witnessed the treaty as a 
private person, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did make 
freipient and urgent solicitations td Nathani^ 
Middleton, Esrpiirc, tlieii Resident at Dude, and to 

II h 3 V'arren 
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Warren Hastings aforesaid, then Governoiir-Gene- 
ral of Bengal, “ for a renovation of his (the Na- 
“ bob Fyzooola Khan’s) treaty with the late Vizier, 
“ and the guarantee of the Compan}'^,” or for a 

separate agreement with the Company for his 
“ defence considering them (the Company) as 
“ the only power, in which he had confidence, 
“ and to which he could look up for protection.” 

111 . 

That the said Resident Middleton, and the said 
Governour-General Hastings, did not, as they 
were in duty bound to do, endeavour to allay the 
apprehensions of the Nabob Fyzbola Khan by 
assuring him of his safety under the sanction of 
Colonel Champion’s attestation aforesaid ; but by 
their criminal neglect, if not by positive expres- 
sions (as there is just ground from their subsequent 
language and conduct to believe) they, the said 
Middleton and the said Hastings, did at least keep 
alive and confirm (whoever may have originally 
suggested) the said' apprehension ; and that such 
neglect alone was the more highly culpable in the 
said Hastings, inasmuch as he the said Hastings, 
in conjunction with other members of the Select 
Committee of the then Presidency of Bengal, did, 
on the 17th of 
Champion ^aforesaid, publickly authorizing him the 
said Colonel ( ’hampiorr to join his sayiclion to the 

acco m mod a t i on > 


September 1774, write to Colonel 



A(iAlNST WARRIiN HASTINGS. 


^71 

accommodations agreed on (between the Vizier 

Fj/zoola Khan^ 
to add to their validity ; and on the 6th October 
following did again write to the said Colonel 
Champion more explicitly, to join his sanction, 
^ either by attesting the treaty, ‘or acting as 
“ guarantee on the part of the Coinpany for the 
“ performance of it;” both which letters, though 
they did not arrive until after the actual signature 
of the said Colonel Chamj)ion, do yet incontro- 
vertiblv mark the solemn intention of the said 
Committee (of which the said Hastings was Pre- 
sident), that the sanction of Colonel Champion’s 
cittestatiou should be regarded as a publick, not a 
private, sanction ; and it was more peculiarly in- 
cumbent on such persons, who liad been members 
of the said Committee, so to regard the same. 

IV. 


Sujah ul Dowlah, and the Nabob 


That tlie said War^en Hastings was further 
guilty of much criminal concealment for the space 
of “ twelve months,” inasmuch as he did not lay 
before the Board the frequent and urgent solicita- 
tions, which he the said Hastings was continually 
receiving.from the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, until the 
9th of March 1778 : on which day the said Hast- 
ings did communicate to the Council “a publick^ 
letter of the aforesaid Middleton, Resident at 

H h 4 Oude. 
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Oude, acquainting the Board, that he (the said 
Middleton) taking occasion from a late application 
of Fyzoolar, Khan for the Company’s guarantee, 
had deputed Mr. Daniel Octavus Barwell (assist- 
ant Resident at.Benares, but then on a visit to the 
Resident Midd-leton at Lucknow) to proceed with a 
special commission to Rampore, there to inquire 
on the spot into the truth of certain reports circu- 
lated to the prejudice of Fyzoola Khan, which 
reports however the said Middleton did afterwards 
confess himself to have “ always'' thought “ in the 
“ highest degree improbable J" 

That the said Resident Middleton did “ request 
“ to know whether, on proof of Fyzoola Khan's 
‘‘ innocence, the honourable Board would be 
“ pleased to grant him (the Resident) permission 
“ to comply with his (Fyzoola Khan's) request of 
“ the Company’s guarantying his treaty with the 
“ Vizier." And the said Middleton, in excuse for 
having irregularly “ av’^ailedjiimself of the abilities 
“ of Mr. Daniel Barwell,”' who belonged to an- 
other station, and for deputing him with the afore- 
said commission to Rampore without the previous 
knowledge of the Board, did urge the plea “ of 
“ immediate neccss’ity y" and that such plea, if the 
necessity really existed, was a strong charge and 
accusation against the said Warren Hastings, from 
i^lTos^'^cri^ninal neglect and concealment the 
urgency of such necessity did arise. 


V. Thiit 
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V. 

That the Governour-Generalj Warren* Hastings 
aforesaid, did immediatcdy move, that the Board 
“ approve the deputation of Mr. Djiniel Barwell, 
and that the Resident (MiddletohJ be autho- 
“ rized to offer the Company’s guarantee for the 
“ observance of the treaty subsisting between the 
“ Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, provided it meets 
“ with the Vizier’s concurrence and that the 
Governour-General’s proposition was resolved in 
the affirmative ; the usual majority of Council then 
consisting of Richard Barwell, Esquire, a near 
relation of Daniel Octavus Barwell aforesaid, and 
the Governour-General Warren Hastings, who, in 
case of an equality, had the casting voice. 

VI. 

■» 

That on receiv ing from Mr. Daniel Barwell full 
and early assurance of* Fyzoola Khan’s “ having 
“ preserved every article of his treaty inviolate,” 
the Resident Middleton applieti for the Vizier’s 
concurrence, which was readily obtained ; the 
Vizier however pre7ninng^ that he gave his consent, 
“ taking it for granted, that on Fyzoola Khan's 
“ receiving the treaty, and Khelaut (or robe of 
“ lioiioiir) he was to make him a return of the 
“ comj)limentary presents usually offerecf on such 
“ occasions, vmd oj such nu (fuioaut as should be a 

"" mojiifcsiafion 
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‘ ‘ manifestation of Fyzoola Khan's due sense of his 
friendship., and suitable to his Excellency's rank 
“ to receive and that the Resident Middleton 
“ did make himself in some measure responsible 
“ for the said ‘ presents being obtained,” and did 
write to Mr. Daniel Barwell accordingly. 

vn. 

That, agreeably to the resolution of Council 
hereinbefore recited, the solicited guarantee, under 
the seal of the Resident Middleton, thus duly 
authorized on behalf of the Company, was trans- 
mitted, together with the renewed treaty, to Mr. 
Daniel Barwell aforesaid at Rampore ; and that 
they were both by him, the said Barwell, presented 
to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan with a solemnity 
not often paralleled, “ in the presence of the 
“ greatest part of the Nabob's subjects, who were 
“ assembled, that the ceremony might create a 
full belief in the breast»rof all his people, that 
“ the Company would protect him as long as he 
“ strictly adhered*' to the letter of his treaty.” 

VIII. 

That in the conclusion of the said ceremony, the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the« said Bar- 
well, f or the use of the Vizier, a Nuzzer (or pre- 
sent) of elephants, horses, &c. and did add thereto 
a lack of rupees, or £10,000, and upwards ; 

which 



AGAINST WAURliN HASTINGS. 47^ 

which sum the said Barwell, “ not being authorized 
“ to accept any pecuniary consideration, did at 
“ first refuse;” but upon Fyzoola Khan’s* urging, 
that on such occasions it was the invariable 
“ custom of Hindostan, and that it* must on the 
“ present he expected^ as it had been f ormerly the 
“ case'”’ (but when, does not appear) ; he the said 
Barwell did accept the “said lack in the name 
“ of tlie Vizier,” our ally, “ in whose wealth (as 
“ Warren Hastings on another occasion observed) 
“ we should participate,” and on whom we at that 
time had an accumulating demand. 

IX. 

That, over and above the lack of rupees thus pre- 
sented to the Vizier, the Nabob Fvzoola Khan did 
likewise offer one other lack of rupees, or upwards 
of £10,000 more for the Company, “ as some 
“ acknowledgment of the obligation he received : 
“ that although such acknowledgment was not 
“ pretended to be the invariable custom of Hin- 
“ dostan on such occasions, however it might on 
“ the present be expected,” Mr. Daniel Barwell 
aforesaid (knowing probably the disposition and 
views of the then actual Government at Calcutta) 
did not, even at first, decline tlie said offer, but, as 
he was not empowered to accept it, did immediately 
propose taking a bond for the amount, ifntil the 
pleasure of the Board should be known. 


That 
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That the offer was accordingly coinrnuiiicated by 
the said Harwell to the Resident Middleton, to 
by him the Resident referred to the Board ; and 
that it was so referred ; that in reply to the said 
reference of the Resident Middleton, the Gover- 
nour-General (Warren Hastings) did move and 
carry a Vote of Council, “ authorizing Mr. Mid- 
“ dleton to accept the offer made by Fyzoola 
“ Khan to the Company of one lack of rupees," 
without assigning any reason wdiatever in support 
of the said motion, notw itlistandiiig it was objected 
by a member of the Board, “that, if the measure 
“ was right, it became us to ado})t it without such 
“ a consideration and that “ our accepting of 
“ the lack of rupees as a recompense for our in- 
“ terposition is beneath the dignity of tliis (iovern- 
“ inent (of Calcutta) and wull discredit us in the 
“ eyes of the Indian Powers." 

That the acceptance of the said sum, in this 
circumstance, was beneath the dignity of tlie said 
Government, and did tend so to discredit us ; and 
that the motion of the said Hastings for such ac- 
ceptance was therefore highly derogatory to the 
honour of this nation. 


X. 

That the {iforesaid member of the Council did 
further ‘disaj^prove altogether of the guarantee, 
“ as unnecessarv ; ’ •and that another member of 

Council 
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Council, Richard Bar well, Esquire, the near re- 
lafion of Daniel Octavus Barwell, hereinbefore 
named, did declare (but after the said guarantee 
had taken place), that “ this Government (of Cal- 
“ cutta) was in fact engaged, by Colonel Cham- 
“ pion's signature being to the treaty with Fyzoola 
“ Khan,” that the said unnecessary guarantee did 
not only subject to an heavy expense a prince, 
whom we are bound to protect, but did further 
produce in his mind the following obvious and na- 
tural conclusion ; namely, that the signature of 
“ any person, in whatever puhlick capacity he at 
“ present appears, tcill not be valid and of effect, as 
soon as some other shall fill his station Oi cow- 
elusion, however, immediately tending to the total 
discredit of all powers delegated from the Board to 
any individual servant of the Company, and conse- 
quently to clog, perplex and embarrass in future 
all transactions carried on at a distance from the 
seat of Government, and,*to disturb the security of 
all persons possessing Instruments already so rati- 
fied ; yet the only conclusion left 6o Fyzoola Khan, 
v.’hich did not involve some alfront either to the 
private honour of the Company’s servants, or to 
the publick honour of the Company itself ; and that 
the suspiciojis, which originated from the said ide^ 
in the breast of Fyzoola Khan to the prejudice of 
the Resident Middleton’s authority, did compel the 
(iovernour-General, Warren Hastings, to obviate 

the 
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the bad effects of his first motion for the guarantee 
by a second motion, namely, “ that a letter be 
“ written to Fyzoola Khan from myself, confirming 
“ the obligations of the Company, as guarantees to 
“ the treaty 'formed between him and the Vizier ; 
“ which will be equivalent in its effect, though not 
“ in form, to an engagement sent him with the 
“ Company’s seal affixed to it.” 

XII. 

That whether the guarantee aforesaid was or was 
not necessary ; whether it created a new obligation, 
or but more fully recognised an obligation previ- 
ously existing ; the Covernour-Ceneral, Warren 
Hastings, by the said guarantee, did, in the most 
explicit manner, pledge and commit the publick 
faith of the Company, and the nation ; and that by 
the subsequent letter of the said Hastings (which 
he at his own motion wrote, confirming to Fyzoola 
Khan the aforesaid guarvuitee) the said Hastings 
did again pledge and commit the publick faith of 
the Company and the nation, in a manner (as the 
said Hastings himself remarked) “ equivalent to an 
“ engagement with the Company’s seal affixed 
“ to it and more particularly binding the said 
Hastings personally to exact a due observance of 
the guaranl^ied treaty, especiall^’^ to protect the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan against any arbitrary con- 
struction, or unwarranted requisition of the Vizier. 

THANKS 
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THANKS OF THE BOARD .to 
FYZOOLA KHAN. 


THAT soon after the completion jof the gua- 
rantee, in the same year 1778, intelligence was 
received in India of a war between England and 
France ; that on the first intimation thereof the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khiin, “ being indirectly sounded,” 
did show much “ promptness to render the Com- 
“ pany any assistance within the bounds of his 
“ finances and ability and that by the suggestion 
of the Resident Middleton, hereinbefore named, 
he (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan) in a letter to the 
Governour-General and Council, did make a vo- 
luntary “ oflter to maintain 2,000 cavalry (all he 
“ had) for our service “ thougli he was under 
“ no obligation to furnish the Company with a 
“ single man." * , 

. 11 . 

That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did even “ anti- 
“ cipate the wishes of the Board and that “ on 
“ an application made to him by Lieutenant- 
‘‘ Colonel *Muir," the Nabob Fvzoola Khan did, 
“ without hesitation or delay,” furnieh him (the 
said Muir) with 500 of his best cavalr^'^. 

That the said conduct of the Nabob Fyzoola 

Kliaii 
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Khan was communicated the Company’s ser- 
vants, both to each other, and to their employers, 
with exporessions of “ pleasure” and “ particular 
“ satisfaction,” as an event “ even surpassing their 
“ expectations that the Governour-General, War- 
ren Hastings, w^as officially requested to convey 
“ the thanks of the Board and that, not satis- 
fied with the bare discharge of his duty under the 
said request, he the said Hastings did, on the 8th 
of January 1779, write to Fyzoola, “ that in his 
“ OW7Z name^" as well as “ that of the Board, he 
“ (the said Hastings) returned him the rrarnirst 
“ thanks for this instance of his faithful attachment 
** to the Company and the English nation.” 

IV. 

That, by the strong expressions above recited, 
the said Warren .Hastings did deliberately and em- 
phatically add his own particular confirmation to 
the general testimony of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan’s 
meritorious fidedity, and of his consequent claim 
on the generosity* no less-'than the justice, of the 
British Government. 
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DEMAND OF FIVE THOUSAND HORSE. 

I. 

THAT notwithstanding his own private honour 
thus deeply engaged, notwithstanding the piiblick 
justice and generosity of the Company and the 
nation thus solemnly committed, disregarding the 
plain import and positive terms of the guarantied 
treaty, the CTOvernour-General, Warren Hastings 
aforesaid, in November 1780 (while a body of 
Fyzoola Khan’s cavalry, voluntarily granted, were 
still serving under a British officer) did recommend 
to the Vizier “ to require from Fyzoola Khan the 
“ quota of troops stipulated by treaty to be fur- 
“ nished by the latter for his (the Vizier’s) service, 
“ being five thousand horse ; ’ though, as the 
Vizier did not march ui person, he was not, ’under 
any construction of the 'treaty, entitled b}^ stipula- 
tion to more than' “ tw(^ or threfi thousand troops," 
horse and foot, according to the ability of Fy- 
“ zoola Khan and that, whereas the said Warren 
Hastings would have been guilty of very criminal 
perfidy, if he had simply neglected to interfere as a 
guarantee against a demand thus plainly contrary 
to the faith of treaty, so he aggravated the guilt of.’ 
his perfidy, in the most atrocious degree, by being 

himself 
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liimself the first mover and instigator of that injus- 
tice, which he was bound by so many ties on him- 
self, the Company, and the nation, not only not to 
promote, but by every exertion of authority, influ- 
ence, and power, to control, to divert, or to resist. 

II. 

That the answer of Fyzoola Khan to the Vizier 

did represent, with many expressions of deference, 

duty, and allegiance, that 

The whole force allowed him was but “ five 

thousand men/' and that “ these consisted of two 

“ thousand horse, and three tliousand foot ; which 

(he adds) in consecjuence of our intimate con- 

“ ncxion are equally your s and the Company’s 

though he docs subsequently intimate, that “ the 

“ three thousand foot are for the management of 

“ the concerns of. his Jaghin.*, and without them 

“ the collections can nevau’ be made in time." 

That on the communicatitjn of tin? said answer 

to the Governour-General,* Warren Hastings, he 

* 

the said Hastings (who as tho Council now consisted 
only of himself and Edward Wheler, Esquire, 
“ united in his person all the powers of govern- 
“ nient”) was not induced to relax from his unjust 
purpose, but did proceed with new violence to 
record, that , 

' “ The Nabob Fyzoola Khan had eoaded the, per- 
j'ormance of his part* of the treaty between the 

late 
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late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah and him, to which 
“ the honourable Company were guarantees, and 
“ upon which he was lately summoned* to furnish 
“ the stipulated number of troops, which he is 
“ obliged to furnish on the conditi6n, by which he 
“ holds the Jaghire granted to him.*’’ 

That by the vague and indefinite term of evasion, 
the said Warren Hastings did introduce a loose and 
arbitrary principle of interpreting formal engage- 
ments , which ouglit to be regarded, more especiall^^ 
by guarantees, in a sense the most literally scrupu- 
lous and precise. 

That he charged with such evasion a moderate, 
bumble, and submissive representation on a point, 
which would have warranted a peremptory refusal, 
and a positive remonstrance ; and that in conse- 
quence of the said imputed evasion he indicated a 
disposition to attach such a forfeiture as in justice 
could onl}^ have followed from a gross breach of 
treaty ; though the sai^ Hastings did not then pre- 
tend any actual^ infringement even of the least 
among the conditions, to which,* in the name of the 
Company, he the said Hastings was tbe executive 
guarantee. 

HI. 

That h«w’ever “ the number of troops stipulated 
“ by treaty may have been understocul,'’ at the pe- 
riod of the original demand, “to be five* thousand 
“ horse,” yet the said Wa*rren Hastings, at the 

I i “2 time 



484 * 


ARTICLES OF CHARGE 


time when he recorded the supposed evasion of 
Fyzoola Khan’s answer to the said demand, could 
not be unaQiquainted with the express words of the 
stipulation, as a letter of the Vizier, inserted in the 
same Consultation, refers the Gov’'ernour-General 
to enclosed copies of all engagements entered 
“ into by the* late Vizier, and by himself (the 
“ reigning Vizier) with Fyzoola Khan and that 
the treaty itself therefore was at the very moment 
liefore the said Warren Hastings ; which treaty (as 
the said Hastings observed with respect to another 
treaty, in the case of another person) “ most as- 
observa- surcdlv does not contain a syllahle to iustifv his 

tionsouMr. . 

Bristow’s conduct ; hut hy the unexampled latitude, vvliicli 
‘‘ he assumes in his constructions, he ma}^ if lie 
“ pleases, extort this or any other meaning from 
“ any part of it.” 

IV. 

i 

That the Vizier himself appears hy no means to 
have been persuaded of his.pwn right to five thou- 
sand horse under the treaty ; since in his corre- 
spondence on the fuhject he (the Vizier) no w'here 
mentions the treaty as the ground of his demand, 
except where he is recapitulating to the Governour- 
Geiieral, Warren Hastings, the substance of his 
(the said Hastings’s) own letters ; on the, contrary, 
the Vizier hipts his apprehensions lest Fyzoola 
•Khan should appeal to the treaty against the de- 
mand, as a breach the,reof, in which case he (the 

Vizier^ 
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Vizier) informs the said Hastings of the projected 
reply : “ should Fyzoola Khan (saye the Vizier) 
“ mention any thing of the tenour of* the treaty, 
the jirst breach oj^ it has been committed by him, 
in keeping up more men than allowed of by the 
“ treaty : I have accordingly sent a yerson to settle 
“ that point also. In case lie should mention to 
“ me any thing respecting the treaty, 1 will then 
“ reproach him witli having kept up too manv 
“ troops, and will oblige him to send the five thou- 
“ sand horse thereby clearly intimating, that as 
a remonstrance against the demand, as a breach of 
treaty, could only be answered by charging a prior 
breach of treaty on Fyzoola Khan, so, by annulling 
the whole treaty, to reduce the question to a mere 
question of force, and tlius “ oblige Fyzoola Khan 
“ to send the five thousand horse “ for (continues 
“ the Vizier) if, when the Coinpany’s afiairs, on 

“ which my honour depends, require it, Fyzoola 

<■ 

“ Khiin will not lend Jiis assistance, xohat use is 
‘‘ there to contin.nc the country to him ? " 

That the Vizier actually did make his application 
to Fvzoola Khan for the 5,000 horse, not as for an 
aid, to vvhi(;h he had a just claim, but as for some- 
thing over and above the obligations of the treaty, 
something, “ that would give increase to their 


“ friendship, and satisfaction to thfc Nabob Go- 
veruour,'’ (meaning the said Hastings) whose 
directions he represents as tile motive “ of his call 

lid “ for 
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“ for the 5,000 horse to be employed’’ not in his 
(the Vizier’s) but in the Company’s service.” 

And, thsit the aforesaid Warren Hastings did 
therefore, in recording the answer of Fyzoola Khan 
as an evasion of treaty, act in notorious contradic- 
tion not only to- that, which ought to have been tlie 
fair construction of the said treaty, but to that, 
which he the said Hastings must iiave known to be 
the Vizier’s own interpretation of the same, dis- 
})osed as the Vizier was “ to reproach Fyzoola 

Khan with breach of treaty,” and to send up 
“ persons, who should settle points witli him.” 

V. 

That the said Warren Hastings, not thinking 
liimself justified, on the mere ])lea of an evasion, 
to push forward his proceedings to that e.xtremity, 
which he seems already to liave made his scope and 
object, and seeking some better colour for his unjust 
and violent purposes, did further move, that com- 
missioners should be sent from the Vizier and the 
Company to Fyzoola Khan,rto insist on a clause of 
a treaty, which no wliere appears, being essentially 
dift'erent from the treaty of Lall-Dang, though not 
in the part, on which the re(piisition is founded ; 
and the said Hastings did then, in a style nnusually 
irnprrative, pr/)ceed as follows : 

“ Dot, And immcdiaie delivcrtf of d,0()() caoalry ; 
“■ f(7id If he should ere^le^ or refuse eoinjiluinee^ that 

“ the. 
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the dejmties shall deliver him a formal protest 
“ against him for breach of treaty and return, 
“ making this report to the Vizier, •w^hich Mr. 
“ Middleton is to transmit to tlie Board.” 

VI. 

That the said motion of* the Goveriiour-General 
Hastings was ordered accordingly, the Council, as 
already has been herein related, consisting but of 
two members, and the said Hastings consetjuently 
“ uniting in his own person all the powers of 

{xovernrnent. ” 

cT) 

VH. 

That when tlie said Hastings ordered the said 
demand for d, ()()() cavalry, he the said Hastings 
well knew, that a compliance therewith, on the 
j)art of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, was utterly im- 
possible ; for he, the said Hastings, had at the very 
moment before him a letter of Fyzoola Khan, 
stating, that he, Fyz<jfola Khan, hatl “ but two 
“ thousand cavalry” altogether ; which letter is 
entered on the records of the Company, in the same 
Consultation, imint.‘diately preceding the Goverriour- 
Cienerars Minute. That the said Hastings there- 
fore knew, that tlui only possible consequence of 
the aforesaid demand necessarily and inevitably 
must be a protest I'or a breach of trejity ; and the 
Court ot* Directors did not hesitate to dec^lare, that 
tin; said flemaiid carried* the apjKiaranee of a 

i \ 4 “ ilctermination 
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“ detertniiiaiion to create a pretext for depriving; 
“ him (Fyzqola Khan) of his Jaghire entirely, or 
“ to leave him at the mercy of the Vizier.” 

Vlll. 

That Richard Johnson, Esquire, assistant Resident 
at Oude, was', agreeably to the afore-mentioned 
order of Council, deputed commissioner from Mr. 
Middleton and the Vizier to Fyzoola Khan ; but 
that lie did early give the most indecent proofs of 
glaring partiality, to the prejudice of the said 
Fyzoola Khan ; for that the very next day (as it 
seems) after his arrival, he the said Johnson, from 
opinions imbibed in his journey, did state himself 
to be “ unwilling to draw any favourable or flatter- 
“ ing inferences relatively to the object of his 
“ mission ; and did studiously seek to find new 
breaches of treaty ; and without any form of regu- 
lar inquiry whatever, from a-.single glance of his eye 
in passing did take upon himself to pronounce 
“ the Rohilla soldiers, in the District of Rampore 
“ alone, to be not less than 20,000,” and the grant 
of course to be forfeited. And that such a gross 
and palpable display of a predetermination to dis- 
cover guilt did argue in the said Johnsop a know- 
ledge, a stron^ij presumption, or a belief, that such 
’ representations would be agreeable to the secret 
wishes and vii^vvs of the said Hastings, under whose 

orders 
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orders he the said Johnson acted, and to whom 
all his reports were to be referred. 

IX. 

That the said Richard Johnson -did soon after 
proceed to the immediate object of his mission, 
“ which (the said Johnson relates) was short to a 
“ degree.” The demand was made, and “ aflat 
“ refusal” given ; the question was repeated with 
like effect. The said Johnson, in presence of pro- 
per witnesses, then drew up his protest, “ together 
wdth a memorandum of a palliative offer made 
“ by the Nabol) Fyzoola Khun,” and inserted in 
the protest : 

“ That he would, in compliance with the de- 
‘‘ inand, and in conformity to the treaty^ which 
“ specified no definitive number of cavalry or infan- 
“ try^ only cxpr'cssiny troops, furnish 3,000 men ; 
“ viz. he would, in addition to the 1,000 cavalry 
“ already granted, giVe 1,000 more, when and 
“ wlieresoever required, and 1,000 foot together 
with one year’s pay in advance*, and funds for the 
regular payment of them in future. 

And this (the said Richard Johnson observes) 
“ I put down at his (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan’s) 
“ particidar desire, Imt otherwise useless, as my 
orders (which orders do not appear) were not 
“■ to receive any palliation, but a negative *or affirma-' 
“ tire ; ’ though such palliution, as it is called by 

the 
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the said Johnson, might be, as it was, in the 
strictest conformity to the treaty. 

X. 

That in the. said offer the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
instead of palliating, did at once admit the extreme 
right of the Vizier, under the treaty, by agreeing to 
furnish 3,000 men, when he (Fyzoola Khan) would 
have been justified in pleading his inability to send 
more than two thousand. That such inability would 
not (as appears) have been a false and evasive 
plea, but perfectly true and valid ; as the three 
thousand foot maintained by F^yzoola Khan were 
for the purpose of his internal government, for 
which the whole three thousand must have been 
demonstrably necessary : and that the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan, by declining to avail himself of a 
plea so fair, so wyll founded, and so consonant to 
the indulgence expressly acknowledged in the treaty, 
and by thus meeting the spccifick demand of the 
Vizier as fully as, accoiding to his own military 
establishment, he oould, did for the said offer de- 
serve rather the thanks of the said Vizier and the 
Company, than the protest, which the aforesaid 
Johnson, under the orders of Warren Hastings, 
did deliver. 

XL 

That tlio report of the said protest, as well as 
the former letter of tlie said Jolinson, were by the 

Resident 



AGAINST WAIIREN HASTINGS. 


491 


Resident Middleton transmitted to the Board, 
together with a letter from the Vizier, founded on 
the said report and letter of the said Jol^nson, and 
proposing in consequence “ to resume the grant, 
“ and to leave Fyzoola Khan to .^in his other 
“ faithless brethren, who were sent across the 
“ Ganges.” 

That the said papers were read in Council on 
the 4th of June 1781, when the Governour-General, 
Warren Hastings, did move and carry a vote to 
suspend a final resolution on the same ; and the 
said Hastings did not express any disapprobation 
of the proceedings of the said Johnson ; neither 
did the said Hastings assign any reasons for his 
motion of suspension, which passed without debate. 
That in truth the said Hastings had then projected 
a Journey up the country to meet the Vizier, for 
the settlement of articles relative, to the regulation 
of Oude and its dependencies, among which was 
included the Jai^hire /^f Fvzoola Khan : and the 
said Hastings, for the aforesaid purposes, did, on 
the 3d of July, by his jown casting vote, grant to 
himself, and did prevail on his colleague, Edward 
Whelcr, Esquire, to grant a certain illegal delega- 
tion of the whole powers of the Governour-General 
and Council ; and on the seventh of the same month 
did proceed on his way to join tlje Vizier at a 
place called Chunar on the borders of* Benares ; 
and that the aforesaid vote .of suspending a final 

resolution 
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resolution on the transactions with Fyzoola Khan 
was therefqre in substance and effect a reference 
thereof by the said Hastings, from himself in 
Council wdth his colleague Wheler, to himself in 
conference and negotiation with the Vizier, who 
from the first demand of the 5,000 horse had 
taken every occasion of showing his inclination to 
dispossess Fyzoola Khan, and who before the said 
demand (in a letter, which does not appear, but 
which the Vizier himself cpiotes as antecedent to 
the said demand) had complained to the said 
Hastings of the “ injury and irregularity in the 
“ management of the provinces bordering on Ram- 
“ pore, arising from Fyzoola Khan having the 
“ uncontrolled dominion of that district.” 


TREATY OF C H U N A R. 

i; 

I 

THAT the Go^ernour-General, Warren Hast- 
ings, being vested with the illegal powers before 
recited, did, on the 12th of September 1781, enter 
into a treaty with the Vizier at Chunar ; which 
treaty (as tlie said Hastings relates) Was drawn 
up “ from a# series of requisitions presented to 
“ him (the said Hastings) by the Vizier,” and by 
him received “ with ‘an instant and uri([ualified 

assent 
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“ assent to each article and that the said 
Hastings assigns his reasons for such ready 
assent in the following words : “I considered the 
“ subject of his (the Vizier’s) request as essential 
** to the reputation of our Governpient, and no 
“ less to our interest than his.” 

11 . 

That in the said treaty of Chunar the third arti- 
cle is as follows ; 

‘‘ That as Fyzoola Khan has by his breach of 
“ treaty forfeited the protection of the English 
“ Government, and causes by his continuance in 
his present independent state great alarm and 
detriment to the Nabob Vizier, he be permitted, 
“ when time shall suii^ to resume his lands, and 
“ pay him in money, through the Resident, the 
“ amount stipulated by treaty, after deducting the 
amount and charges of the troops he stands en- 
‘‘ gaged to furnish by treaty ; which amount’ shall 
“ be passed to the accoutit of the Company during 
“ the continuance of the present, war.” 

III. 

That for the better elucidation of his policy in 
the severaj articles of the treaty above mentioned, 
the said Hastings did send to the Council of Cal- 
cutta (now consisting of Edward Wbeler .and John 
Maepherson, Esquires) two different copies of the 

said 
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said treaty, with explanatory Minutes opposed to 
each article and that the Minute opposed to the 
third artiole is thus expressed : 

The conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refusing the 
“ aid demanded, though ' not an absolute breach . 

of treaty^ was evasive and uncandid. ^ The de- 
“ maud was made for 5,000 cavalry. ' Hie 
“ enyayement in the treaty is literally for 5,000 
“ horse and foot. Fyzoola Khan could not be 
ignorant, that \ve had no occasion for any suc- 
cours of infantry from him, and that cavalry 
“ would be of the most essential service. ' 
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scrujndous an attention to literal exjjression, 
when a more liberal interpretation would have 
been hiyhly useful and acceptable to us, strony/y 
marks his unfriendly disposition, though, it may 
not impeach his fidelity, and leaves him little 
claim to any exertions from us for the continuance 
of his Jayhires. But 1 am of opinion, that 
neither the Vizier's 7/or 'the Company's interests 
ijvould be promoted by depriviny Fyzoola Khan of 
his mdependency a/id 1 have '' therefore reserved 
the execution of thw ayreement to an indefi/iite 
term ; and our (jrovern7nent may always interpose 
to prevent any ill effects from it." 


IV. 


That in his aforesaid authentick evidence of his 
own purposes, motives, and principles, in the third 

article 
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article of the treaty of Churiar, tlie said Hastings 
liath established divers matters of weighty and 
serious crimination against himself. * 

1st. That the said Hastings doth acknowledge 
therein, that he did, in a publick instrument, 
solemnly recognise, “ a breach op treaty P and 
as such did subject to the consequent penalties, an 
act, which he the said Hastings did at the same 
time tliink, and did immediately declare, to be 
“ breach of treaty f' and by so falsely and Explana 
unjustly proceeding against a person under the nuL 
Company’s guarantee, the said Hastings, on his 
own confession, did himself break the faith of the 
said guarantee. 

2nd. That in justifying this breach of the Com- 
pany’s faith, the said Hastings doth wholly abandon 
his second ])erenipiory demand for the 3,000 horse ^ 
and the protest consequent tliereeii ; and the said 
Hastings doth thereby himself condemn the violence 
and injustice of the sam*^\ 

3dly. That in recurring to the original demand 
of five thousand horse as the ground of his justi- 
fication, the said Hastings doth falsely assert 
“ the engagement in the treaty to be literally five 
“ thousand horse and foot f whereas it is in fact for 
TWO or THREE thousaiid men ; and the said Hastings 
doth thereby wilfully attempt to deceive and mis- 
lead his employers, which is an high ci'ime and 
misdemeanor in a servant of so great trust. 

4thly. That 
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4thly. That with a view to his further justifica- 
tion, the said Hastings doth advance a principle, 
that ‘‘ a scj^upulous attention to the literal expression' 
of a guarantied treaty leaves" to the persons so 
observing the same “ hut little claim to the exertions" 
of a guarantee on his behalf ; that such a principle 
is utterly subversive of all faith of guarantees, and 
is therefore highly criminal in the first executive 
member of a government, that must necessarily 
stand in that mutual relation to many. 

5thly. That the said Hastings doth profess liis 
opinion of an article, to which he gave an “ instant 
“ and unqualified assentfi that it was a measure, 
“ by which neither the Vizier's nor the (hmj fang's 
“ interests would he promoted V but from which, 
without some interposition, “ ill effects must be 
“ expected ;" and that the said Hastings doth 
thereby charge hjmself with a high breach of trust 
towards his employers. 

6thly. That the said Ha*stings having thus con- 
fessed, that conscious!}^ dnd wilfully (from what 
motives he hath i?otchosei;i to confess) he did give 
his formal sanction to a measure both of injustice 
and impolicy, he the said Hastings doth urge in 
his defence, that he did at the same time insert 
words ‘‘reserving the execution of the said agree- 
“ inent to an indefinite term with an intent, that 
it might «in truth be never executed at all ; but 
“ that our Government might always interpose,” 

without 
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without right, by means of an indirect and undue 
influence, to prevent the ill effects following from a 
collusive surrender of a clear and authorized right 
to interpose ; and the said Hastings doth thereby 
declare himself to have introduced a principle of 
duplicity, deceit, and double-dealini^, into a jjublick 
engagement, which ought in its essence to be clear, 
open, and explicit ; that such a declaration tends 
to shake and overthrow the confidence of all in 
the most scdeinn Inslruments of any ]>erson so de- 
claring, and is tijerelbre an high crime and mis- 
demeanor in the first executive member of govern- 
ment, by whom all treaties and other engagements 
of the state are princij)ally to be conducted. 


V. 


That by the exjtlanatorv Minute aforesaid tlie 
saitl Warren Hastings doth further, in the most 
direct manner, conlradict Itis own assertions in the 


very letter, which enclosetl the said Minute to his 
colleairues ; for that oue of tlie arlicles, to wliich 


he there gave instant and unqualified 

• * 

“ CIS no less to our interest than to the IT 


assent, 

* •« t 

zter s, 


he dv)th here declare uncquiv'ocally to be neither 
to our interests )tor the V izier's ; and the unquali- 
Jicd assent’' given to the said article is now so 
qualijied* U.S wholly to defeat itself. That by such 
irreconcileable contradictions the feaid^ Hastings* 
doth incur the suspicion of such criminal inis- 
von. XII. K k representation 
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representation in other like cases of unwitnessed 
conferences ; and in the present instance (as far as 
it extends) the said Hastings doth prove himself to 
have given* an account both of his actions and 
motives, by his own confession untrue, for the 
purpose of deceiving his employers, which is an 
bicrh crime awd misdemeanor in a servant of so 
great trust. 

VI. 

That the sahl third article of the treaty of Chunar, 

as it thus stands explained by the said Hastings 

liiinself, <h)lh on the whole a[>pear designed to hold 

the protection of the ( '(nnpuiiv in .sn.sj)eijse ; that 

it acknowledges all riglit of iut<Tference to e«‘as(‘, 

but leaves it to our discretion to di^termine whtni 

it will suit our con x'enieijc y to give* the Vizier the 

liberty of acting on the prin(*i])les by us nlrcucly 

admitted : that it is dexterously constructed to 

* 

balance the desires of one man, rapacious and pro- 
fuse, against the fears of another, described as 
‘‘ of extreme j)usillaninjity, and wealthy liut 
that, w'liatever may have been the secret objects 
of the artifice and intrigue confessed to form its 
very essence, it must 011 the very face of it ne- 
cessarily implicate the Coinj)aiiy in a breach of 
faith, whichever might he the event, as they must 
equally break their faith, either by witlj drawing 
their guarantee unjustly, or hy continuing that 
guarantee in contradiction (o this treaty of Chu- 
nar ; that it thus tends to hold out to India, 

and 
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to the whole world, that t\ie pubVick 
of* the Eni;HsIi Governineut is a deliberate system 
of injustice, joined with falsehood; of’* impolicy, of 
bad faith, and treachery ; and that the said article 
is therefore in the highest degree derogatory to 
the honour, and injurious to the interests, of this 
nation. 


(CONSEQUENCES of the TREATY 
OF CUIJNAR. 


1 . 

THAd^ in conse4 jueijco of the Treaty of Chunar, 
the (jiovernonr-( reneral, Warren I lasting's, did send 
official instructions, respecting the various articles 
of the said treaty, to the said Resident Middleton ; 
and tliat, in a postscrip^t, tlie said Hastings did for- 
bid the resumption of the Nabob J^'yzoola Kljan's 
Jaghire, “ until circun^stances may render it more 
“ expedient, and easy to beatternpted, than the pre- 
“ sent more material pursuits of Ciovernment make 
“ it appear thereby intimating a positive limita- 
tion of the indefinite term in the explanatory Minute 
above recited ; and confining the suspension of the 
article to the pressure of war. 


K k "J 


II. That 
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II. 

That soon after the date of the said instructions, 
and within two months of the signature of the 
treaty of Cliunar, the said Hastings did cause Sir 
Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majesty’s Chief Justice 
at Fort-William, to discredit the justice of the 
Crown of Great Britian by making him the channel 
of unwarrantable communication ; and did, through 
the said Sir Elijah, signify to the Resident Middle- 
ton his (the said Hastings’s) “ approbation of a 
subsidy from Fyzoola Khan. ’ 

HI. 

That the Resident, in ans\\(;r, represents the 
proper ccjuivalent for !2,t)0() horse, and 1,000 foot 
(the forces offered to Mr. Johnson by Fyzoola 
Khan) to be twelvai lacks, or £120,000 sUaJing, 
and upwards, each year ; which the said Resident 
supposes is considerably beyond what he (Fyzoola 
Khan) ici// vohmtarihj pay : “ however, if it is your 
“ wish, that the claim shoiild be made, I am ready 
“ to take it up, and you may be assured Jiot/uny 
“ in my power shall be left undone to carry d. 
“ through," 

IV. 

That the reply of the said Hastings doth not 
appear ; but that it does appear on record, that 
“ a negotiatibn (Mr. Johnson’s) was begun for 
“ Fyzoola Khan’s cavalry to act with General 

“ Goddard, 
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“ Gocldard, and,’ on his (Fyzoola Khan's) evading 
“ it, that a sum of money was demanded*' 

V. 

That in the mouths of February, March, and 
April, the Resident Middleton did repeatedly pro- 
pose the resumption of Fyzoola Kfian's Jaghire, 
agreeably to the treaty of Chunar; and that driven 
to extremity (as tlie said Hastings supposes) by 
“ the publick menaces and denunciations of the 
“ Resident and minister,” Hyder Beg Khan, a 
creature of tlie said Hastings (and both tlie minister 
and Resident acting professedly on and under the 
treaty of Chunar), “ the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
“ made such preparations, and such a disposition 
“ of his family and wealtli, as evidently manifested 
“ either an intended or an expected rupture.'^ 

\T. 

That on the Gth <)t“-May the said Hastings did 
send his confidential a^ent and friend. Major Pal- 
mer, on a private coniinission* to Lucknow ; and 
that the said Palmer, was charged with secret in- 
structions relative to Fyzoola Khan, but of what 
import cannot be ascertained, the said Hastings in 
his publick instructions having inserted only the 
name of Fyzoola Khan, as a mere reference (ac- 
cording to the explanation of the said Hastings)* 
to what he had verbally coijiiuunicatcd to the said 

K k 3 l^almer ; 
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Palmer ; and that the said Hastings was thereby 
guilty of a criminal concealment. 

Vll. 

That some time about the .month of August an 
engagement happened between a body of Fyzoola 
Kl}an's cavalry and a part of the V'izier’s army, in 
which the latter were beaten, and their guns taken ; 
tliat tlie Resident M iddleton did represent the same 
but as a slight and accidental aliVay : that it was 
acknowledged the troops of the Vizier were the 
aggressors ; that it did appear to the Board, and to 
tile said Hastings himself, an affair of more con- 
siderable magnitude, and that they did make the 
concealment thereof an article of charge against the 
Resident Middleton, though the said Resident did 
in truth acquaint them with the same, but in a 
cursory manner. 

VI 11. 

That, immediately after the said “ fray” at l_)a- 
ranagur, the Vizier (wlio was “ but a cipher in the 
“ hands” of the minister and Resident, both of 
them directly appointed and supported by the said 
Hastings) did make to Fyzoola Khan a new demand, 
equally contrary to the true intent and moaning of 
the treaty, as his former requisitions ; which new 
demand was for the detachment in garrison at 
Daranagui* to be cantoned as a stationary force at 
Lucknow, the caj)ital of the Vizier ; whereas he 

( the 
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(the Vizier) had* only a right to demand an occa- 
sional aid to join his army in the field, or in garrison, 
during a war. But the said new demand being 
evaded, or rather refused, agreeably to the fair con- 
struction of the treary by the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
the matter was for the present dropped. 


IX. 


Tiiat in the letter, in which the Resident 
Middleton did iiieiitioii “ wdiat he calls the fray” 
aforesaid, tlie said Middleton did again apply for 
the resumption of the Jaghire of Rampore ; and 
that, th(‘ objections against the measure being now 
removed (by the separate peace with Scindia) he 
desired to know if the Board “ wmuld give assurances 
of their support to the Vizier, in case, which (says 
the Resident) / ihink very jyrohahle, his (the 
X^izier’s) oivn sircmjtlt should he foiuid unequal to 
the undertakiiKj . 



. X. 

t although the •said Warren Hastings did 
m^l^ the foregoing application \\ new^ charge against 
the Resident Middleton, yet the said Hastings did 
only criniinate the said Middleton for a proposal 
tendiinr “ at such a crisis to increase the number of 

‘‘ our enemies and did in no degree, either in 

♦ 

his Articles of Charge, or in his accompanying 
Minutes, express any disapprobatioh \\hatever u€ 
the principle ; that in truth the wdiole proceedings 

K k 4 ol’ 
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of the said Resident were the natural result of the 
treaty of Chunar : that the proceedings were from 
time to time communicated to the said Hastings. 
Tiiat as he no where charges any disobedience of 
orders on Mr. Middleton with respect to Fyzoola 
Khan, it may, be justly inferred, that the said 
Ha stings did liot interfere to check the proceedings 
of the said Middleton on that subject ; and that by 
such criminal neglect the said Hastings did make 
the guilt of the said Middleton, whatever it might 
be, his own. 


P E C U NM A H Y C O M M U T A T I O N 
OF THE STIPULATED AID. 

1 . 

THAT on the charges, and for the misdemea- 
nors above specified, togctlier with divers other 
accusations, the (iovernour-deneral, WaiTen|Ji||j|6t- 
ings, in September,,] 782, did remove the afoWiRid 
Middleton from his office of Resident of Oude, and 
did appoint thereto John Bristow, Esquire, whom 
he had twice before, without cause, recalled from 
the same ; and that about the same time the said 
Hastings did believe the mind of the Nabob Fyzoola 
■ Khan to be so irritated, in consequence of the 
above-recited conduct of the late Resident Mid- 
dleton, 
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dleton, and of his (the said Hastings’s) own criminal 
neglect, that he the said Hastings found it necessary 
to write to Fyzoola Khan, assuring Him “ of the 
“ favourable disposition of the Government toward 
“ him, while he shall not have forfeited it by any 
“ improper conduct.’’ But tliat the.said assurances 
of the Governour-General did not •tend, as soon 
after ajipcared, to raise much confidence in the 
Nabob, over whom a publick Instrument of the 
same Hastings was still holding the terrours of a 
deprivation of his .laghire, and an exile among 
“ iiis other faithless brethren across the Ganges.” 

11 . 

Tliat on the subject of Fyzoola Khan the said 
Hastings, in his instructions to the new Resident 
Bristow, did leave him to be guided by his own 
discretion ; but (he adds) “ be careful to prevent 
the Vizier’s allairs from being involved with new 
“ difficulties, while Ue has already so nlany to 
“ oppress him thereby plainly hinting at some 
more decisive m*easures wlieneyer the Vizier should 
be less oppressed with difficulties. 

HI. 

That the Resident Bristow, after acquainting the 
Gov^ernour-General with his intentions, did under 
the said instructions renew the itfonjsaid claim 
for a sum of rnonev, but with much caution and 

circumsj>ection, 
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circumspection, distinctly sounding Allif Khan, the 
Vakeel (or envo}^) of Fyzoola Khan at the court of 
tlie Vizier ; ’that Allif Khan wrote to his master 
on the subject, and in answer he was directed not to 
agree to the granting of any pecuniary aid.” 

IV. 

t 

That the Resident Bristow did then openly depute 
Major Palmer aforesaid, with the concurrence of 
the Vizier, and the ap])robation of the Governonr- 
General, to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, at Rampore ; 
and that the said Palmer 'was to “ endeavour to 
“ convince the Nabob, that all doubts of his at- 
tachmcnt to the X izlcr (ere ceased; and udiatecer 
“ claims uunj he made ou him are founded upon the 
“ basis of Ills interest and adranUuje^ and a plan of 
estahlisJiing his right to the possession of his 
“ Jaghire.^' That tlie sudden ceasing of tlie said 
doubts, without any inquiry of the slightest kind, 
doth Avarrant a strong presumption of the Resident's 
conviction, that they never ’really existed, but were 
artfully feigned, as g pretence for ^ome harsh inter- 
position ; and that the indecent mockery of esta- 
blishing, as a matter of favour, for a pecuniary 
consideration, rights which were never impeached 
but by the treaty of Chunar (an instrument recorded 
by Warren Hastings himself to be founded on false- 
‘hood and ipju^dee), doth powerfully prove the true 
j)urpose and object of all the duplicity, deceit, and 

double- 
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(louble-dealiijg, with wliich that treaty was projected 
and executed. 

V. 

Tiiat the said Palmer was instructed by the Re- 
sident Bristow, with the subsequent a])probation of 
the Governour-General, “ to obtain from Fyzoola 
“ K-han an annual tribute to which the Resident 
adds ; “ ijou can procure, from him, ore?' and above 
‘ ‘ thin., a J^cshcush ( or fne) of at least fve lacks, 
it would be renderin'*; an essential service to the 
“■ Vizier, and add to the confidence his Excellency 
“ would hereafter repose in the attachment of' the 
“ Nabob Eyzoola bihdnN 

And that the said Governour-General Hastings 
did uive the followiiiG: extraordinary grround of cal- 
culation, as the basis of the said Palmer’s negotia- 
tion for the annual tril)ute aforesaid : 

- It icas certainly xutdersiood at the time the 
“ treaty was concluded (of which this stipulation 
“ was a part), that it, applied solely to cara'lry ; as 
“ the Nabob V^izier, possessing the service of our 
“ forces, could 'not possibly require infantry, and 
“ least of all such infantry as Fyzoola Khan C()uld 
“ furnish ; and a sinyle horseman included in the 
“ aid which Eyzoola Khan might furnish, would 
prove a literal compliance with the said stipula- 
“ tion. The number therefore of horse implied 
“ by it ought at least to be ascerthine,id ; we wiU 
“ suppose fire thousand, aiuj alio win the exigency 

‘‘ for 
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for their attendance to exist only in the propor- 
“ tion of 0 )ic year in. jive, reduce the demand to 
“ one thousand for the computation of the subsidy, 
“ which at' the rate of JiJ'ty riipees per man will 
“ amount to fifty thousand per mensem. This 
“ may serve for the basis of this article in the 
negotiation upon it.” 

VI. 

That the said Warren Hastings doth then con- 
tinue to instruct the said Palmer in the alternative 
of a refusal from Fyzoola Khan. 

“ If Fyzoola Khan shall refuse to treat for a 
“ subsidy, and claim the benefit of his original 
“ agreement in its literal expression, he possesses a 
“ right, which we cannot dispute, and it will in that 
case remain only to fix the ])recise number of 
“ horse, which he shall furnish, wliicli ought at least 
“ to exceed ‘2,500. ’ 

VH. 

l^hat, in the above-recited insti^uctions, the said 
Warren Hastings doth insinuate (for he doth not 
directly assert), 

1st. That we arc entitled by treaty to 5,000 
troops, which he says were undoubtedly intended 
to be all cavalry. 

" 2d. 7diat the said Hastings doth then admit, 

that a single horseman, included in the aid 

furnished 
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furnished by Fyzoola Khan, would prove a literal 
coiiipliance. 

3d. That tlie said Hastings doth next resort 
again to the supposition of our right fo the whole 
5,000 cavalry. 

4th. That the said Hastings doth afterwards 
tliink, in llie event of an explanation of the treaty, 
and a settlement of the proportion of cavalry, in- 
stead of a pecuniary commutation, it will bo all we 
can demand, that the number vshouhl at Ivnst ex- 
ceed 2,500. 

5th. That the said Hastinos doth, in calculatinu* 
the supposed lime of their service, assume an arbi- 
trary estimate of one year of war to four of [leace ; 
which (however moderate the calculation may ap- 
pear on the average of the said Hastings's <*wn go- 
vernment) doth inv(;lve a principle in a considerable 
degree repugnant to the system of perfect peace, 
inculcated in the stajiding orders of the Comjiany. 

6th. That, in estimating the pay of the cavalry to 
be commuted, the said* Hastings doth fix the pay 
of each man at ^50 rujiecs a montli ; which on 5,000 
troops, all cavalry (as the said Hastings supposes 
the treaty of Lall-Dang to have meant) would 
amount to an expense of 30 lacks a ^^ear, or between 
£300,000 or £400,000. And this expense, strictly 
resulting (according to the calculations of the said 
Hastings) from the intention of BuJaIi ul Dowlah’s 
grant t(/ Fyzoola Khiin, was designed to be sup- 
ported 
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ported out of a Jaghire, valued at 15 lacks only, 
or something more than £150,000 of yearly 
revenue, just’^half the amount of the expense to be 
incurred in consideration of the said Jaghire. 

And that a basis of negotiation so inconsistent, 
so arbitrary, and so unjust, is contrary to that uj)- 
rightness and « integrity, wliich should mark the 
transactions of a great state, and is highly deroga- 
tory to the honour of this nation. 

VJII. 

That notwithstanding the seeming moderation 
and justice of tlie said Hastings, in admitting tlu; 
clear and undoubted right of Fyzoola Khan to insist 
on his treaty, the head of instruction immediately 
succeeding doth afford just reason for a violent pre- 
sumption, that such apparent lenity was but j>o]iey, 
to give a colour to liis conduct ; he the said Hast- 
ings, in tlie very next paragraj)li, bringing forth a 
new engine of oppression, as, follows ; 

To demand the surnaid'er of all the lieiats (or 
peasants) of the , Nabob Vizier’^ dominions, to 
“ whom Fyzoola has given protection and service, 
or an annual tribute,, in cotnpcn.'nition for the loss 
“ sustained hjf the JVabob Vizier in his revenue, 
“ thus transferred to l^ijzoola Khan. 

‘‘You have stated the increase of his Jaghire, 
occasiontjd by this act, at the moderate sum of 


n 
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“ fifteen lacks. fThe tribute ought at least to be one 
“ third of that amount. 

We conceive, that Fyzoola Khan *himsclf may 
“ be disposed to yield to the preceding- demand, 
“ on the additional condition of being allowed to 
“ hold his lands in Ultumgam (or an inheritable 
“ tenure) instead of his present tenure by Jagheer 
“ (or a tenure for life). This we think the Vizier 
“ can liave no objection to grant, and we recoin- 
“ mend it; but for this a fine or peshcnsh ought to 
“ be hmmdiatehj paid in the customary proportion 
“ of the J umma^ estimated at 30 lacks."' 


IX. 

Tliat the Rc^sident Bristow (to whom the letter 
containing Major Palmer's instructions is addressed) 
no where attributes tin; increase of Fyzoola’s Khrm’s 
revenues to this protection of the fugitive Reiats, 
subjects of the Vizier : that the said Warren Hast- 
ings was, therefore, not warranted to make ‘that a 
pretext of such a peremptory demand ; that as an 
inducement to make Fyzoola Kliati agree to the 
said demand, it is ofl'ered to settle his lands upon a 
tenure, which would secure them to his children ; 
but that settlement is to bring with it a new demand 
of a fine of thirty lacks, or £300,000 and upwards ; 
that the princi})les of the said demand are violent 
and despotick, and the inducement Uf acquiescence 
deceitful and insidious ; and that both the demand 

and 
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and the induceiiieiit are derogatory to tlie honour 
of this nation. 

X. 

That Major Palmer aforesaid proceeded under 
these instructions to Rainpore, where his journey 
“ to extort a sum of money" was previously known 
from Alliff Khan, Vakeel of Fyzoola Khan at the 
Vizier's Court ; and that, notwitlistanding the as- 
surances of the friendly disposition of Government 
given hy the said [Tastings (as is herein related), the 
Nabob I'yzoola Khan did exjiress the most serious 
and desponding ajiprehensions, both by lett<’r and 
through his Vakeel, to the Resident Bristow, who 
represents them to Major Palmer in the following 
manner : 

“ The Nabob Fyzoola Khan complains of the 
“ distresses he has this year sidliu’ed from the 
“ drouglit. The whole collections have, with great 
“ management, amounted to about twelve lacks of 
“ rupees, from wdiieh sum die has to support his 
“ troops, his family, atxl j^everal relations and de- 
“ pendants of the . late Rohilla Chiefs. He says, 
“ it clearly appears to he intended to deprh'c him of 
“ his country, as the hiyh demand you hare made of 
“ hmi is inadmissible. Should he have assented to 
“ it, it would be impossible to perform the con- 
“ ditioiis. and then his reputation would be injured 
“ by a breach* of agreement. Alliff' K.han further 
“ represents, that it is his master's intention, in case 

“ the 
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“ the demand shoidd not be relhujunyhed hij you, 
first to proceed to Lucknow, where he jjropose-'^ 
“ having an intervieiv with the Vizier and Mesident ; 
“ ifi he should not he able to obtain his own terms 
fior a Jutur’c possession ofi his Jay hire, he will set 
“ ofi for (Jalcutta in order to pray for justice from 
“ the TTonourahle the CTOvernour- General. He 
“ observes, it is the custom of the Honourable 
“ Company, when they deprive a Cliief of his 
“ country, to grant liim some allowance. This he 
“ expects from Mr. Hastings's bounty ; hut if he 
“ should be disajrpoinled, he will certainly set off 
“ upon a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, and 
“ renounce the cures i f the world. 

“ He directs his \ aheel to ascei'tain whether the 
“ Lnglish intend to deprire him of his country ; 
“ for if they do, “he is ready to surrender it, upon 
receiving an order from tlie Resident. ’ 

XI. 

That after much nc<i,f>tiation tin* Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, “ being fully sensible, that an engag<'nieii( 
“ to furnish military aid, hou'crer clearly the con- 
‘ ‘ ditio?is might be. stated, must be a source of jier- 
“ petual inisunderstanding find incoureniences," did 
at length. agree with Major Palmer to give fifteen 
lacks, or £150,000 and upwards, four instal-, 
meiits, that he might be exempted from •all future* 
claims of military service :• that the said Palmer 
VOL. xii. L 1 represents 
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represents it to be his belief, “ that no person^ 
“ not known to possess your (the said Hastings’s) 
“ confidence and support in the degree, that I am 
supposed to do, would have obtained nearly so 
“ good terms;”, but from what motive “ terms so 
“ good” were granted, and how the confidence 
and support of the said Hastings did truly operate 
on the mind of Fyzoola Khan, doth appear to be 
better explained by another passage in the same 
letter, where the ^aid Palmer congratulates himself 
on the satisfaction, which he gave to Fyzoola Khan 
in the conduct of tliis negotiation, as he spent a 
month ill order to cflect “ by argument and per- 
“ suasion, what he could have obtained in an hour 
“ by threats and compulsions d' 


FULL VINDICATION of FYZOOLA KHAN 
BY Major PALMER ant^ Mr. HASTINGS. 


THAT in the course of the said negotiation for 
establishing the rights of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, 
Major Palmer aforesaid did communicate to tlie 
Resident Bristow, and through the said Resident 
• to the Coundil-General of Bengal, the full and 
direct denial of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan to all 

and 
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and every of the charges made or pretended to be 
made against him, as follows : 

“ Fyzoola Khan persists in denying Jthe infringc- 
“ merit on his part of any one article in the treaty, 
“ or the neglect of any obligation, Avhich it imposed 
“ upon him. 

“ He does not admit of the improvements re~ 
ported to he made in his Jaghire ; and even asserts, 
that the collections this year will fall short of the 
“ original .Inrnina (or estimate), by reason of the 
lono’ droimht. 

“ He denies havine: exceeded the limited number 


i C 


i i, 


i 


i (. 
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of Rohillas in his service ; 

“ And having refused the required aid of ca- 
valry, made liv Johnson, to act with General 
(xoddard. 

“ He observes, i t specting ibe charge of evading 
the Vizier's requisition for tke cavalry, lately 
stationed at Daranagur, to be stationed at Luck- 
now, that he is not •bound by treaty to maintain 
a stationary force for the service of tlie \dzier, 
but to supply an aid of *2,00© or 3, COO troops in 


“ time of war. 

“ Lastly, he asserts, that so far from encouraging 
“ the K\mts (or peasants) of the Vizier to settle in 
his Jaghire, it has been his constant practice to 
deliver them uj) to the Aumil of Rohilcund,, 
“ whenever he could discover them.” * 

L 1 ^ 


11. That, 
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IT. 

That, in giving his opinions on the aforesaid de- 
nials of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, the said Palmer 
did not controveVt any one of the constructions of 
the treaty advaiiced by the said Nabob. 

That although the said Palmer, from general 
“ appearances as well as universal report, did not 
“ doubt, that the .luiiima of the Jaghire is greathf 
** increased^" yet he the said Palmer did not in- 
timate, that it was increased in any degree near 
the amount reported^ as it was drawn out in a 
regular estimate, transmitted to the said Palmer 
expressly for the })urposes of his negotiation ; wliic]i 
was of course by him produced to tlie Nabob Fv- 
zoola Khan, and to wliieli specifically tlie denial of 
Fyzoola Khan must be understood to apply. 

That the said Palmer did not hint anv doubt of 
the deficiency affirmed by Fyzoola Khan in the. 
collections for the current ye-jr : and, 

That if any increase of .lumma,did truly exist, 
whatever it may have been,' the said Palmer did 
acknowledge it “ to have been solemnly relin- 
“ quished (in a private agreement) by the Vi/i(n\’' 
T1 lat although the said l^alnier did suppose the 
number of Rohillas (employed “ in ordinary oecu- 
pations) in r^mpore alone, to exceed that limited 
by the treaty for his (Fyzoola Khan's) service, " 

yet 
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yet the said Palmer did by no means imply, that 
the Nabob Fyzoola K.han maintained ^in his service 
a single man more than was allowefj by treaty ; 
and by a particular and minute account of the 
troops of Fyzoola Klian, transmitted by the Resi- 
dent Bristow to the said Palmer, the number was 
stated but at 5,840, probably including* officers, who 
were not understood to be comprehended in the 

That the said Palmer did further admit it to he 
“ itot clearly expressed in the ticaty, whether the 
“ restriction included Rohillas of all descriptions 
but at any rate be adds, “ it does not appear, 
“ til at their number is formidable ; or that he 
(Fyzoola Kliaii) ce/z/ri by any means subsist such 
numbers as could (Xiuse any serious alarm to the 
Vizier ; neillier is there any appearance of their 
“ entertaining r.iiy views beyond the quiet posses- 
‘‘ sion of the advantages, which the^^ at present 
“ eniov. ’ 

And that in a subsequent letter, in which the 
said Palmer thoughl* it prudhnt to vindicate 
“ himself from any possible insinuation, that he 
“ meant to sacrifice the Vizier's interest,” he, the 
said Palmer, did positively attest the new claim on 
Fyzoola, Khan for the protection of the Vizier’s 
Ryots to be wholly without foundation ; as the. 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan “ had proved tef him (Pal-* 
mer) by producing recAupts of various dates, 

r 1 3 and 
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“ and for great numbers of these people surreii- 
“ dercd upon requisition from the \ izier’s officers.” 

HI. 

‘ That over and above tlie aforesaid complete 
refutation of tlnif^ different charges and pretexts, 
under which exactions had been practised, or at- 
tempted to be practised, on the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, the said Palmer did further condemn al- 
together the principle of (•alculation assumed in 
such exactions (even if they had been founded in 
justice) by the following’ explanation of the nature 
of the tenur(‘, by which, under the treaty of Lall- 
Dang, th(‘ Nabob Fyzoola Khan Indd his j)osses- 
sion as a Jagliiredar. 

“ There are no precedents in tlie ancient usage 
“ of the countrv' for ascertaining the Nuzzerana 
“ (customary present) or Peshcush (regular fine) 
“ of grants of this ‘nature : they were hesUnred by 
the pj’hice (IS reivftrds or f<t roars \ and the accus- 
“ tomary present in return \vas adapted to the elig- 
“ nity of the donor rather than ,to the value of 
“ the gift ; to which it iievet\ I believe^ bore any 
“ kind of proportion." 

IV. 

That a sum of money (“which of course was to be 
“ received by the Company”) being now ob- 
tained, amjl the “ interests both of the Company 
“ and the Vizier" being thus much “ better pro- 

“ moled 
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moted" hy “ establishing the rights" of Fyzoola 
Khan than they could have been by “ depriving 
him of his independency when evei^ undue in- 
fluence of secret and criminal purposes was re-# 
moved from the mind of the Govcrnour-General, 
Warren Hastings, Esquire, he the? said Hastings 
did also concur with his friend and* agent. Major 
Palmer, in the vindication of the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, and in the most ample manner. 

That the said Warren Hastings did now clearly 
and explicitly understand the clauses of the treaty, 
“ tliat Fyzoola Kliau should send tiro or ^/iree (and 
“ not tlionsand men, ov attend in person, in case 
“ it tras reguisile." 

I'hat the said M^urren Hastings did now confess 
that the right of the Vizier, under the treaty, was 
at best “ hut a pi'ccarious and nnserviceahle right ; 
“ and tliat he thought 15 lacks, or 150,000 and 
upwards, an ample equivalent," (or, according to 
the expression of Majv)r Palmer, an excellent bar- 
gain) as in truth it was, “ for expunging an article 
“ of such a tenour, aud so loosely worded." And 
finalUs that the said Hastings did give the following 
description of the general character, disposition, 

and circumstances of the Nabob Fvzoola Khan : 

«/ 

“ The rumours, which had been spread of his 
“ hostile designs agains't the Vizier, were totally 
“ groundless, and if he had been inclitied, he had* 
“ not the means, to make himself formidable ; on 

L 1 4 “ the 
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“ the contrary, being in the decline of life, and 
“ possessing a very fertile and prosperous Jaghire, 
“ it is more natural to suppose, that Fyzoola Khan 
“ wishes to spend the remainder of his days in 
“ quietness, than that he is preparing to embark 
“ in active and offensive scenes, which must end 
“ in his own destruction.'* 

V. 

Vet that, notwithstanding this virtual and ini- 
]>lied crimination of his wliole conduct toward the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and after all the aforesaid 
acts systematically prosecuted in open violation of 
a positive treaty against a prince, who had an here- 
ditary right to more than he actually possessed, for 
whose jirotection the faith of tlie Company and the 
nation was rejieatedly pledged, and who had de- 
ser\ed and obtained the publick thanks of the 
British Cjoverninent, when, in allusion to certain 
of the said acts, the Court of Directors had ex- 
pressed to the said Hastings - their wishes ‘‘ to be 
“ considered rather as the guardians of the honour 
“ and property of the Native Powers, than as the 

instruments of oppression be, the said Hast- 
ings, in reply to the said Directors, his masters, did 
conclude his official account of the final settlement 
with Fyzoola Khan, with the following indecent, 
because unjust, exultation ; 


“ Such 
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“ Siicb are the measures, which we sliall ever 
“ wish to observe towards our allies or dependants 
“ upon our frontiers.” 

the Letter referred to in the VII Ilh and XVI th Arti- 
eles of Charge is not contained in any of tfie Appendixes to the 
/Reports of the Select Conuniltee, it has been thought necessary 
to annex it as an Appendix to these Charges. 

A P P E N D I X 

TO THE 

VUE" AND XVP" CHARGES. 

C.'opy of a LEfTEIi from Warren Hastings, Esquire, 
to William J^evuynes, Esq. (Miairman of the Court 
of Dircclors of the East- India Company, dated Chel- 
tenham, 11th of duly 178.“); and printed by Order 
of the House of ('ommons. 

To William Devaynes, I'.stjui re,. Chairman of tlie 
Honourable the Court of Directors, 

SIR, 

THE Hoiiourjuhle Court of Directors, in their 
j^eneral letter to Bengal, by the Surprise, dated the 
Kith March 1784, were pleased to express their de- 
sire, that 1 should inforui them of the periods when 
each sum of the presents, mentioned in my Address 
of the 2*2d Mav 178:2, was received, what were my 
motives for withholding the several receipts from, 
the knowledge of the Council, or of tlft? Court ol‘ 
Directors, and what were’inv reasons lor takinir 

bonds 
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bonds for part of these sums, and for paying other 
sums into the Treasury as deposits on my own 
account. i 

, I have been kindly apprized that the informa- 
tion required as^bove is yet expected from me. I 
hope, that the circumstances of my past situation, 
when considered, will plead my excuse for having 
thus long withheld it. The fact is, that I was not 
at the Presidency when the Surprise arrived ; and 
when I returned to it, my time and attention were 
so cntirel}’' engrossed to the day of my final de- 
parture from it by a variety of other more important 
occupations, of whicli, Sir, I may safely appeal 
to 3'our testinion^s grounded on the large portion 
contributed by nu'selfof tin* volumes, which compose 
our Consultations of that period, that the submis- 
sion, which 1)13^ resj)ect would have enjoined me to 
pay to the comniaud imposed t)ii me, was lost to 
my recollection, perhaps from the stronger im- 
pression, which the first and distant perusal of it had 
left on m3'' mind, that it was rather intended as a 
reprehension for something, which had given offence 
in my report of the original transaction, than as 
expressive of any want of a further elucidation 
of it. 

I will now endeavour to reply to the .different 
questions, which have been stated to me, in as 
explicit a raanner as T am able. To such informa- 
tion as I can give the *honourable Court is fully 

entitled 
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entitled, and where that shall prove defective I will 
point out the easy means, by which it may be ren- 
dered more complete. % 

First, I believe I can affirm with certainty, that^ 
tlK‘ several sums mentioned in tli^ account trans- 
mitted wdth my letter, above mentioned, were re- 
ceived at or within a very fe\v days of the dates, 
wliich are prefixed to them in the account ; but as 
this contains only the ^ross sums, and each of these 
was received in difi'erent payments, though at no 
orcat distance of time, 1 cannot therefore assiijn a 
greater degree f)f accuracy to the account. Perhaps 
the honourable Chjurt will judge this sufficient for 
any purpose, to \\ Inch their iiujiiir^^ was directed ; 
hut if it sliould not be so, 1 will beg’ leave to 
refer i’or a more minute information, and for the 
means of making any iin estigation, which they may 
think it proper to direct, res[)cctiiig the particulars of 
this transaction, to iMr. Larkins, your Accornptant- 
CTcneral, who was privy to every process of it, and 
possesses, as I })e]ieve, * the original paper, which 
ct)ntained the only acct>unt, that 1 ever kept of it. 
In this each receipt w^as, as 1 recollect, specifically 
inserted, with the name of the person, by whom it 
was made ; and I shall write to him to desire, that 
he will fuynish you with the paper itself, if it is still 
in lacing, and in his haucfs, or wdth whatever he can 
distinctly recollect concerning it. » 

For my motives for withholding tljc several 

receipts 
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receipts from the knowledge of the Council, or 
of the Court of Directors, and for taking bonds 
for part of tbjse sums, and paying others into 
, the Treasury as deposits on my own account, 
1 have generally accounted in my letter to the 
honourable the Court of Directors of tlie 22d 
May 1782; namely, that “ 1 either chose to con- 
“ ceal the first receipts frcm publick curiosity, 
“ by receiving bonds for the amount, or possi- 
“ bly acted without any studied design, whicli 
“ my memory, at that distance of time, could 
“ verify ; and that 1 did not think it wortii my 
“ care to observe the same means with the 
rest." — It will not be expected, tliat 1 should 
be able to give a more correct explanation of 
my intentions after a lapse of threi‘ years, liaving 
declared at the time, that many particulars had 
escaped ray remembrance* ; neither shall 1 attempt 
to add more than the clearer affirmation of the 
facts implied in that re[)orfc of them, and such 
inferences as necessarily, or with a strong pro- 
bability, follow them. 1 iiave said, that the three 
first sums of the account were paid into the 
(Jompany's Treasury without passing through my 
hands. Tlie second of these was forced into 
notice by its destination and application to the 
expense of a detachment, ’ which was formed and 
‘employed against Madajee Sciiidia, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel (.aiinac, as 1 

paivUcularly 
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particularly apprized the Court of Directors, in 
my letter of the 29th November 1780. The 
other two were certainly not intended, when I 
received them, to he made publick, * though in-^ 
tended for publick service, and actually applied 
to it. The exigencies of the Government were 
at that time rny own, and every pressure upon 
it rested with its full w'^eight upon my mind. 
Wherever 1 could find allowable means of re- 
lieving those wants, I eagerly seized them ; but 
neither could it occur to me as necessary to state 
on our jiroceedings every little aid, which I could 
thus procure, nor do 1 know how I could have 
stated it, without appearing to court favour by 
an ostentation, wliich 1 disdained, nor without the 
cliance of exciting the jealousy of my colleagues 
by’^ the constructive assertion of a se})arate and 
unparticipated merit, derived ^rom the influence 
of my station, to which they might have laid an 
equal claim. 1 should have deemed it particu- 
larly dishonourable to receive for my own use 
money tendered* by inen of ascertain class, from 
whom 1 had interdicted the receipt of presents 
to my inferiours, and bound them by oath not 
to receive them. 1 was therefore more than 
ordinarily cautious to avoid the suspicion of it, 
which would scarcely have failed to light upon 
me, had I suffered the money th bp brought* 
directly to iny own house, gr to that of any person 

known 
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known to ,be in trust for me ; for these reasons 1 
caused it to he transported immediately to the 
Treasury. There, you well know, Sir, it could 
^ not be received without being passed to some 
credit, and this, could only be done by entering 
it as a loan, or as a deposit ; the first was the 
least liable to reflection, and therefore I had ob- 
viously recourse to it. Why the second sum was 
entered as a deposit, 1 am utterly ignorant ; pos- 
sibly it was done without any special direction 
from me ; possibly because it was the simplest 
mode of entry, and therefore preferred, as the 
transaction itself did not require concealment, 
having: been already avowed. 

Although I am firmly persuaded, tliat these were 
my sentiments on the occasion, yet 1 will not 
affirm, that they were. Though I feel their im- 
pression as the re/nains of a series of thoughts re- 
tained on my memory, I am not certain, that they 
may not have betui produced by subseqmnit rt'- 
flection on the princip»al fact, coml)ining with it 
the probable motives of it. , Uf this 1 am certain, 
that it was mv design original I v to liave concealed 
the receipt of all the sums, except the second, 
even from the knowledge of the Court of Direc- 
tors. They had answered my purpose of publick 
utility, and 1 had almost' totally dismissed them 
"from my remembrance. But wdien fortune threw 
a sum in my way of a magnitude, w hich could not 

be 
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be concealed, and the peculiar delicacy my situ- 
ation at the time, in which I received it, made me 
more circumspect of appearances, |I chose to ap- 
prize my employers of it, which I did hastily and 
generally ; hastily, perhaps to prevent the vigilance 
and activity of secret calumny ; and generally, be- 
cause I knew not the exact amount of the sum, of 
wliich I was in the receipt, but not in the full pos- 
session : I promised to acquaint them with the re- 
sult as soon as I should be in possession of it, and in 
the performance of my promise I thought it con- 
sistent with it to add to the account all the former 
appropriations of the same kind ; my g;ood genius 
then suggesting to me, with a spirit of caution, 
which might have S})ared me the trouble of this 
apology, had I universally attended to it, that if I 
had suppressed tliem, and they were afterwards 
known, 1 might be asked, what^ were my motives 
for withholding part of these receipts from the 
knowledge of the C^c^urt of Directors, and informing 
them of the rest. * 

It being my wish to plear up every doubt upon 
this transaction, which either rny own mind could 
suggest, or wliich may have been suggested by 
others, I beg leave to suppose another question, 
and to state the terms of it in iny^ reply'^, by inforni- 
ing you, that the endorsement on the bonds was 
made about the period of my leaving ^the Presi- 
dency, in the middle of the, year 1781, in order to 

guard 
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guard against their becoming a claim on ihe Obm- 
pany, as part of my estate, in the event of my death 
occurring in the course of the service, on which I 
was then entering. 

This, Sir, is the plain history of tlie transaction. 
I should be ashamed to request, tliat you would 
communicate if to tlie honourable Court of Direc- 
tors, whose time is too valuable for the intrusion of 
a subject so uninteresting, but that it is become a 
point of indispensable duty ; I must therefore re- 
quest the favour of you *40 lay it, at a convenient 
time, before them. In addressing it to you per- 
sonally, I yield to my own feelings of the respect, 
which is due to them as a body, and to the assur- 
ances, which I derive from your experienced civili- 
ties, that 3 'ou will kindly overlook the trouble im- 
posed by it. 

I have ilje hf>noiir to be. Sir, 
Cheltenham. 'i'our wry humble and 

I 1th July 1785. niusl obedient Servant, 

(J^igned) * If a/rc/f I laM'uHjs. 
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